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Superintendents retool regs

Superintendents in Pennsylvania and New Jersey
work to change water restrictions............ccoeveeeueen... 8

L]
Safety goes high-tech
GPS offers a multitude of safety features from golf car
tracking to two-way communication..............c.......... 19

GOLFERS ON FILM

In a move to keep golfers at the club after they have
finished their rounds, the owners of newly-opened Pis-
tol Creek Golf Club (above) set up cameras on the 18th
hole. The action is then shown on 15-minute tape delay
in the club’s restaurant. To read more about the club’s
other innovative ideas, see story on page 14.
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Drought conditions
on East Coast to
persist into spring

By A. OVERBECK

The warm and dry win-
ter along the entire East
Coast has helped courses
increase play and has al-
lowed superintendents to
tackle more off-season
tasks. However, as dry
weather has persisted into
March, courses from
Maine to Georgia are fac-
ing the possibility of enter-
ing spring under challeng-
ing drought conditions.

Some states have al-
ready declared drought
emergencies and put re-

strictions into place and
many more states could
follow suit. The long-term
forecast from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)
calls for a slight improve-
ment but predicts water
shortages will continue to
persist through May.
Among the more stagger-
ing drought indicators are:
¢ The Northeast experi-
enced the second driest
September through Febru-
ary in the past 107 years.
*NOAA said the

RENOVATION WORK, LIKE THIS PROJECT AT LAKESIDE
COUNTRY CLUB IN HOUSTON, IS GIVING NEW LIFE TO
R COURSES. SEE STORIES ON PAGES 14 AND.35:

drought, which started in
some areas in 1998, is now
classified as hydrological
because of low ground wa-
ter, lake and well levels.
These droughts typically
take longer to end.

* Drought emergencies
have already been de-
clared in New Jersey and
in 26 counties in Pennsyl-

vania (See related story on
page 8). At presstime, New
Hampshire and Maryland
were close to declaring
emergencies.

“This winter drought is
not unprecedented, but it
is unusual for such a large
area to share a drought of
this magnitude,” said

Continued on page 12

Organic golf activists
score major victory

By A. OVERBECK

BROOKLYN,N.Y.—The
Long Island Neighborhood
Network (LINN) has won a
major victory in its battle to
make all new
golf courses or-
ganic. A four-
judge Appellate
Division panel
here  unani-
mously reversed
alower court de-
cision Feb. 25
and ordered the
Town of Stony Point to com-
ply with SEQRA (State En-
vironmental Quality Review
Act) by completing a full
environmental impact state-
ment (EIS) before continu-
ing work on its $18 million
Rick Jacobson-designed
golf course.

The decision builds on a

similar lower court victory
and settlement in Suffolk
County in 1998 (GCN June
1999) that forced the
county to commit to mak-
ing its two new
18-hole courses
in Yaphank
completely or-
ganic. The re-
cent decision,
however, could
set a precedent
on a larger
scale since it
would apply to Nassau and
Suffolk counties in addi-
tion to Brooklyn, Queens,
Staten Island, Orange,

Continued on page 5

By DEREK RICE

company.

increase.

Gotham, First Union
Real Estate to merge

NEW YORK — On the same day National Golf
Properties announced its planned merger with
American Golf Corp., First Union Real Estate Eq-
uity and Mortgage Investments and Gotham Part-
ners LP also agreed to merge. The resulting en-
tity, Gotham Golf Corp., will be a publicly traded

Representatives from both companies declined
to speak on the record for this story because a
registration statement had not yet been filed with
the Securities and Exchange Commission. There
is no formal target date for completion of the
merger, although if it has not been completed by
August 31, payouts to First Union shareholders

The deal has been in the works for some time now,
and has been through many proposed incarnations

Continued on page 20

dor Financial Ser-
vices to provide a
branded, single-
source financing so-
lution for golf courses
and municipalities.

The move not only consolidates the
company’s previous financing options

Toro, GE Capital create financial offering

By ANDREW OVERBECK

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. — The Toro
Co. has partnered with GE Capital Ven-

Financing

billion, respectively, and GE Capital has
served assets of nearly $20 billion.

but it also gives Toro access to a financ-
ing arm that is larger than Textron Fi-
nancial Services and John Deere Credit.

Textron Financial
Services and John
Deere Credit have
managed assets of
$9.1 billion and $13

Continued on page 25
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