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Irrigation financing

Continued from page 20

and sales. “We do not do many of these
with new courses because they do not
have established track records.”

“We are focusing on the renovation
market,” added Spindler, “because one of
the major deterrents to renovating exist-
ing systemsis cost. We need to let courses
know that they can get financing for things
like irrigation.”

Deere Run Golf and Tennis Club in
Lincoln Park, N.]J. recently financed a
Toro irrigation system because the by-
laws of its association would not let the
club go into debt.

“We couldn’t go out and get a loan for
the system,” said golf committee mem-
ber Ronald Kraft. “So we leased it. It is a
different way of
financing it, more
like a rental re-
ally. This way we
got a new system
without having to
change our by-
laws or take on a
large payment.”
At the end of the
five-year lease, the club will buy the sys-
tem for a dollar.

Since the bulk of Toro distributors also
represent pump station maker
Flowtronex, the company can offer a pack-
age deal on all irrigation components.
“We work closely with Flowtronex and
other vendors such as irrigation consult-
ants and installers,” said Snow.

Toro’s program is handled by San Fran-
cisco-based Bank Group Financial Ser-
vices which offers customized services.

“With irrigation there are a lot of vari-
ables,” said Bank Group’s Mike Meacher.
“It is not like golf cars or turf equipment
that have a high residual at the end.”

Meacher estimates that just five per-
cent of all irrigation systems are financed
each year, but said the market will grow.

“Renovating the irrigation system on
an 18 hole course is more expensive than
anew fleet of golf cars or turf equipment,”
he said. “With technology always improv-
ing there is little incentive to leave a
system in the ground for 30 years. There
are more reasons to upgrade.”

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS

To convince clubs that financing an
irrigation system makes sense, Meacher
breaks it down on a cost-per-member ba-
sis. “We go in and say, ‘You can get the
system for a $4,000 assessment per mem-
ber, or you can finance it and raise
monthly dues by $47,”” he said. “When
they look at it that way, one-third pay the
assessment and two-thirds opt for the
monthly payments.”

To encourage clubs to do work in the
off-season, Toro just introduced a six
month, no interest, no payment plan.

“This allows courses to do the work in
the fall and winter when there is less play,
and not have to worry about payments
during a time when revenues are lower,”
said Snow. “They don’t have to make
payments until the revenue kicks in in
the spring.”

Snow expects leasing and financing to
keep increasing in popularity.

“As courses get more comfortable and
familiar with these options, I think more
will take advantage,” he said.l
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E x c E L 12001 Shoemaker Avenve  Specializing in golf
: 90670 course/ park/ bike
SRRSSNAIZI . trail bridges in a

variely of materials
to suit your particular
landscape needs.

We fabricate
easy-to-install,
pre-engineered
spans and deliver
them to anywhere
in North America.

(outside California)

SOIL AND WATER SYSTEMS

Lowers Water pH ¢ Controls Soil pH
Improves Soil Drainage « Controls Algae
Reduces Sodium in Soil
Improves Effluent Water For Irrigation use
Reduces Bicarbonates & Carbonate

$02 GENERATORS

11838 Tammy Way Grass Valley, CA 95949
(530) 271-0915 aquaso2.com

i HARCO DUCTILE IRON 7
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" rcpair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335

Lynchburg, Va 24506 o

k804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 )

Does your project need a boost?
Finish Work/Irrigation Crews
with Equipment Available.
Immediate response nationwide.

S e
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

800-491-9344 - www.irrigationsystem.com

Score a

HOLE IN ONE

with a
Classified Display Ad
like this one in
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Need

HAZARD MARKERS?

24” or 36” Markers

Red-White-Yellow Spike Style
from $3.05 each
Ground Socket Style
<~ from $4.40 each

1-800-969-5920
DISTR/REPS NEEDED IN SOME AREAS

MARKERS, INC.

\l
o

Fax: (440) 933-7839 ¥

Sutizs CAVALIER
Rated #| in national trials — Cavalier Sportstt \.@\ 4 ﬂ !

Zoysia is excellent for golf course
fairways, tee boxes, sports fields,
and home lawns. Let us show you Sprig Planting Service  Laying Machine Rental

Lay and Play Fairway Cuts (warm season)

a look you haven't seen before. It's 800-666-0007
like playing on carpet!

501-975-6281 Quail Vall

GRASSES

Cavalier Zoysia features: can be
established from sprigs or sod *
fine leaf texture * high shoot density

quailvalley.com

* tolerates low mowing heights *

cold hardy * good shade * tolerance ’
* good salt tolerance * low water _«"_
use * resistance to insects .

PO Box 56440
Little Rock, AR
72215

Alsa cultivating: Titton 418, Midlawn,

El Toro Zoysia, Meyer Z-52 Zoysia, Fescue

When Service Mafters
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e Concise technical information and project development
e Creative bridge solutions by in-house engineering staff

e Proven ability to meet design, fabrication and delivery time lines

800-328-2047
Fax: 320-852-7067
www.continentalbridge.com

<« am. CONTINENTAL
=————=BRIDG

A OGNTEON COMPANY

Pedestrian = Overpass = Industrial = Skywalks

IATIONAL ofRVICE GEMTER

GOLF IRRIGATION CONTROLS

Others may promise...but
BoardTronics Delivers:

~#1 Technical Resources
#1 Customer Satisfaction
#1 QualityControl
#1 Consistent Turnaround
ervice Partners
t SuperParts®
ge Specialist

BoardTronics Inc.
1-800-STAY-WET / www.boardtronics.com
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For ExcepmionaL Service Carl

800-226-4178
BRIDGES - BOARDWALKS - RETAINING WALLS

& HERITAGE )

BUILDING SYSTEMSo»
Established 1979

BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!
Autumn View $24,373 i

40’ x 80’ x 10 $8,688

All Steel Homes

Shop Buildings

Great savings now from the most trusted steel building company in
America. Call now for a fast price quote, literature and free video tape.

Mini-Storage Sale ¢ §5,204
20" x 100’ with 10 units complete with partitions

800.643.5555 ¢« heritagebuildings.com

INTRODUCING

Our New and Improved

ON-LINE CATALOG

New Features:

Tools On-line

WWW.precisionusa.com

LIST RENTAL

GOLF COURSE

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY

...offers you the opportunity to reach the
decision makers at thousands of
golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list.

Call for details . . .

207-925-1099

BRONZE...
The Look of
Tradition

cf T

BRONZE;

Practice Range

Directional/ Memoria

phone: 800.932.5223
fax: 513.759.0721

GOLF COURSE NEWS

To reserve space in this section,
call Jean Andrews 207-925-1099

Before

pmim  After
HzOrganlc

u g ic]

The Economical, All Natural H20rganic
eliminates the cause of Algae and Pond Odor

Call for details: 1-800-969-5920
MARKERS, NG
Fax: (440) 933-7839 ¥ IN SOME AREAS

Joinus piruREy

PRICES START
@ $ 1295.00

Ford FREE hydro se&ng info pack & video call:

TURBO TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

1500 FIRST AVE., BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010
1-800-822-3437 www.turboturf.com

CEALER

Iy \

* Speeds up play -
Reduces playing i
time up to 20% &
per round

* Cost effective -
Pays for itself
in months -
Lasts for years

* More enjoyment -
No pacing and

Trial Offer!
One Hole
FREE
for 45 Days

A Visible Marking System
You Can Mow Right Over

hunting for The KirbyMM‘kW System
sprinkler heads

* Markers for N 800-925-4729
fairways, tees, driving » 760-931-2624
range and cart path

* Available in all popular Fax 760-931-1753
colors and can www.Kirbymarkers.com
customize
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4-6 International Irriga-
tion Show. Contact:
703-573-3551.

9-9 Prairie West Horticul-

tural Show. Contact:

(780) 489-1991.

World Golf Foundation

2001at World Golf

Villiage, St. Augustine,

FL. Contact: 904-273-

3379.

12th Annual Green In-

dustry Expo. Contact:

(770) 973-2019.

Virginia Turf & Land-

scape Conference &

Show. Contact: (540)

942-8873.

National Association of

Golftournament Direc-

tors Winter Conference,

in Atlanta, GA. Con-
tact: www.nagtd.com.

10-13

13-15

27-28

DECEMBER

4-6 Ohio Turfgrass Show,
in Columbus, Ohio.
Contact: (888) 683-
3445.
5-7 Michigan State Horti
cultural Society
Trade Show. Contact:
(616) 794-0467.
5-7 Rocky Mountain
Turfgrass Show. Con-
tact: (303) 770-2220.
New Jersey Turfgrass &
Landscape Expo. Con-
tact: (732) 821-7134.
12 Turfgrass & Landscape
Institute & Trade Show.
Contact:
www.turfcouncil.org.
Texas Turfgrass
Association in College
Station, TX. Contact:
(409) 690-2201.

11-13

17-19

LAMINATED WOOD BRIDGES

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR
Order Direct from the Leading Manufacturer in the U.S.
* Complete Prefabricated Packages ® Custom Design & Engineering
CALL TODAY 800-777-8648

Post Office Box 2002 * Morrisville, NC 27560
Tel. 919/467-6155 * FAX 919/469-2536

www.enwood.com
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