
Royal Kunia course, longtime politico! football/ may open at last 
B y J A Y F I N E G A N 

HONOLULU — A political deal has 
been reached that could enable Royal 
Kunia Golf Course to finally open. The 
Robin Nelson design was completed in 
1994, but the 163-acre layout has lain 
dormant, primarily because the owners 
have paid only $12 million of a $25-million 
"impact fee" to the city. 

According to the Honolulu Star Bulle-
tin, a resolution signed by all nine mem-
bers of the city council calls for the elimi-

Eco-terrorists hit 
Canadian course 
with turpentine 
B y J A Y F I N E G A N 

COURTENAY, British Columbia—An-
other golf course has come under attack 
from environmental extremists, this time 
here on mountainous Vancouver Island. 

The championship Crown Isle course, 
at Crown Isle Resort and Golf Commu-
nity, sustained damage to seven greens, 
seven fairways and a number of tee decks. 
The vandals also destroyed ball washers 
and flags, and spray painted club signage 
with slogans about "class warfare." 

"It's physical damage, it will come back, 
and it's not much worse than a hydraulic 
leak, except to the extent they did it," said 
superintendent Dave Creamer. "They ap-
plied what we think was turpentine and 
killed off the grass. We're using different 
nitrogen sources to break down the hy-
drocarbons and get the soil ready to sup-
port new growth." 

The attack took place last October but 
only recently came to light. Club manage-
ment tried to keep the story out of the 
press, for fear of inspiring copycat at-
tacks. But in late January a group identi-
fying itself as the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) sent a communique to the local 
Comox Valley Record, claiming responsi-
bility for the damage. The story broke 
from there. 

"The usual vandals gouge up greens or 
throw the pins in the lake or steal tee 
blocks. Most golf courses get that kind of 
thing on a fairly regular basis," Creamer 
said. "Your biggest fear is that somebody 
comes out and dumps fuel all over your 
greens. Most places have been pretty 
lucky that way, when I talk to other super-
intendents. But now it's happened, and I 
don't want to give anyone ideas. That's 
why we tried to keep it out of the press as 
much as possible." 

DENOUNCING 'THE RICH' 
In their communique, the ELF warned 

developers not to build any more "upper 
class housing" next to the golf course, 
continuing the theme from their "turpen-
tine writing" on the greens denouncing 
"the rich." 

The attack, the ELF said, "is in protest 
of Crown Isle's destruction of green 
space." 

The Crown Isle course is an 18-hole, 7,000-
yard layout, designed by Graham Cooke & 
Associates and ranked as the 33rd best course 
in Canada. A "resort-style" daily-fee facility, 
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nation of the remaining $13-million 
charge. Instead, course owners and credi-
tors have agreed to a $2.5-million pay-
ment, plus one dollar per round for the 
life of the course. Another stipulation is 
that at least half the tee times be reserved 
for public play. 

JAC Hawaii, the major financier to 
course owner Liongain Hawaii, has been 
negotiating the deal with city council 
chairman Jon Yoshimura. 

The course, originally developed by 

Royal Oahu Resort Inc. and Halekua De-
velopment Corp., has been a political foot-
ball since its completion. 

"The mayor of Honolulu decided to 
impose a $100-million impact fee to get a 
golf course open there," said Nelson, who 
has designed 10 courses in Hawaii. "It 
was negotiated down to $25 million. This 
was at the height of the Japanese interest 
in golf, but now nobody can swing it. 
Nobody can pay the $200 green fees you'd 
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CARTS ON 
PATHS ONLY Get Your Very Own 

Super Hero 
For Just Pennies A Day! 

Your alternatives for an orderly course: Rent-A-Cops -
expensive, donut-intensive. Standard Golf's One-Piece 
Signs - low-cost, don ut-free. 

best part? They'll do the job just as well as some Signs are a lot like having your own super hero to look 

expensive, fancy-shmancy sign, for much, much less. out for your course. Like super heroes, they're on hand 

We'd give them away for free, but we know how much wherever and whenever you need 

golfers hate free advice.They've them.They're also rugged, reliable and 

mOPAREA PLEASE also got a classic look you KEEP OEF 
just don't find in your basic 

rustproof. (That's a superpower, 

isn't it?) The bold green letter-

cardboard and marker ing gets your message across in no 
The bright green 
lettering is easy for 
anyone to read. uncertain terms. Use these white, 

PLEASE 
REPAIR BAIL MARKS yardsale-type signs. If total 

Neon bunker signs may go over In 
Vegas, but how will they play in 
Poughkeepsie? Besides, try telling 
course management you blew 
your entire budget on iightbulbs. 

anarchy reigns at your single-sided signs anywhere you need to command 
PLEASE 

RAKE SAND course, or you'd just like to attention Just stick them in the ground — the spike is 

keep the carts on the path, ask for Standard Golf. part of the sign. (Truly, a stroke of engineering genius.) 
Our aluminum 
signs are remark-
ably inexpensive. 
But if you feel 
paying more 
would make 
them more 
effective, we're 
willing to talk. 

Call 1-319-266-2638 for more information, or ask your There's no more economical, effective, or easy way to 

Distributor how our One-Piece Aluminum Signs can lay down the law, give directions or 

quickly bring law caution golfers. 

and order back You know the 

to your track. Sure it's economical, 
but are you running 
a golf course or a 
garage sale? 
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18th hole at the Crown Isle course 

an underground environmental 
group that specializes in sabo-
tage and arson. Many ELF at-
tacks have been joint operations 
with the Animal Liberation 
Front. The FBI lists both groups 
as terrorist organizations. 

Golf courses in the U.S. North-
west have been the target of eco-
terrorism assaults in recent 
years, but strikes against Cana-
dian clubs have been rare.B 

Royal Kunia 
Continued from page 3 
need to charge to make the num-
bers work. That pretty much 
killed the industry in Hawaii, and 
then the Japanese bubble burst." 

BIZARRE FATE OF A SUPERB 
COURSE 

Over the past five years, be-
cause of the $13-million "un-
derpayment," the city has ex-
plored a number of options for 
Royal Kunia, including con-
demning the course either to 
use as a public facility or to sell 
to a third party for a profit that 
would finance the construction 
of public courses elsewhere on 
the island. 

In arguing to get the course 
open, the city council said it would 
create jobs and tax revenues, and 
it also would serve as a buffer 
between the Waikele Naval Maga-
zine at Laulaulei and the Royal 
Kunia subdivision. It also could 
absorb potential flooding. 

The bizarre fate of the course 
has been a disappointment to 
Nelson. 'This course would have 
put my name on the map," he 
said. "It's got commanding views 
of Diamondhead and downtown 
Honolulu, and it looks out over 
Pearl Harbor and the ocean. It's 
quite spectacular, and it's a real 
shame it isn't open." 

Nelson added that the course 
remains in "pristine condition," 
tended by a skeleton crew. "The 
owner has paid, out of the good-
ness of his heart, to have it main-
tained, but there's nobody play-
ing it," the architect said. "Now 
there's some talk that the PGA 
Tour and the governor of Hawaii 
would like to turn it into a focal 
point for golf on Oahu, and per-
haps turn it into a PGA-owned 
course." 

According to Nelson, the course 
plays at 7,100 yards from the tips. 
"It will play really well for the pros," 
he said. "But I designed it quite 
wide because of the wind, so it 
should be playable for people of 
all skill levels." • 
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Eco-terrorists 
Continued from page 3 
opened in 1993, the club has hosted 
the Canadian Tour and other major 
championships. With 11 lakes, 
views of the Beaufort mountain 
range and verdant fairways, the 
course has won numerous awards 
and is in the front ranks of British 
Columbia golf facilities. 

The 40,000-square-foot club-
house is equally impressive, with 

a dining room, a members ' 
lounge, a gym and many other 
amenities. 

Club members and guests 
were "upset and disappointed" 
by the attack, Creamer said. 
"They didn't understand why 
someone would do this. To go 
out and damage a golf course 
doesn't make a lot of sense. To 
go damage buildings is one 
thing. That can be repaired. 
But it's tough to repair turf that 

quickly. It's not something we 
could go out and resod very 
fast." 

DELAYED-REACTION DAMAGE 
The attack came at night and 

involved more than one person, 
according to Creamer. "The dam-
age didn't show up for four or 
five days, then the grass started 
to die off," he said. 

The course, however, remains 
open for play. "It's not to the 
point where it even affects the 

ball roll," the superintendent 
said. "The greens are open. Apart 
from damaging the aesthetics, 
the real costly part was break-
ing up the ball washers and 
flags. 

"We have stepped up security," 
Creamer added. "We now have a 
night watchman and a security 
truck that drives around." 

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police are investigating the attack. 

The Earth Liberation Front is 

No one has to tell you there is more to 

maintaining a golf course than mowing 

fa i rways and greens. Post holes have 

to be dug. M u l c h has to be spread. And 

I ' t * count less other jobs tha t s e e m to 

mater ia l ize right before your very eyes. 

To help l ighten the load, w e have a trio 

of utility vehic les made especial ly for 

golf course work . The ProGator® Heavy-Duty Utility Vehicle has a 2,650-lb. 

payload capaci ty , wi th a f ive -speed, synchro-mesh transmission that 

a l lows for seamless shifting. The Turf Gator® Utility Vehic le fea tures a golf-

car-style t ransmission, w i th a tough unibody construct ion and one -p iece 

forged axles. And our E-Gator® Electric Utility Vehic le is virtually silent, 

thanks to a 48-volt e lectr ica l system. But it can w o r k a ful l -day on a single 

charge and has a respectab le 900-lb. payload. For a closer look at three 

of the hardest workers you'll ever find, see your local John Deere distributor 

or call 1-800-537-8233. 

N O T H I N G R U N S L I K E A DEERE 

http://www.JohnDeere.com

