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winter damage, and its diversity 
complicates the uniformity in 
growth and color demanded for 
golf course greens. 

"We're looking to eliminate 
those types of weaknesses," said 
Huff. "We do have a variety that's 
resistant to several strains of 
anthracnose. One Poa strain also 
has a very good field resistance 

to dollar spot. The tests this year 
wil l be a key factor. We're also 
focusing on color." 

SEED PRODUCTION 
For those who have Poa and 

rely on it, Huff hopes to offer a 
tool so they can continue to man-
age their courses the way they 
would like. "I've had one guy 
say, 'More superintendents have 
kept their jobs because of Poa 
rather than have lost their jobs 
because of Poa,' " he said. 

Building a market with an 
abundant supply of Poa products 
could prove challenging. "It may 
be quite some time before we 
solve all the problems with the 
plant," said Huff. "Probably not 
in my lifetime. But the biggest 
single thing holding us back 
from the marketplace is seed 
production. 

"You just can't go out and har-
vest the seed with a combine," 
he said. "That's what all the seed 

producers use. They're 
huge operations, and I 
don't imagine most 
would want to harvest 
Poa as a sort of spe-
cialty." 

HANDLING NATIVE 
STRAINS 

Kevin Morris, execu-
tive director of the Na-
tional Turfgrass Evalua-
t ion Program, in 
Beltsville, Md., sees other com-

Cup hole filled with Poa on bentgrass test plot 
plications. "Poa is unique be-
cause there are so many locally 
adaptive eco-types that it would 
be difficult for someone to mar-
ket," he said. 

"The problem is marketing a 

The problem is 
marketing a variety that 

can overcome and 
withstand the native 

varieties of Poa. ' 

If the label's on it, the best is in it. 
Now it's easy to know whether you have the best turfgrass mixtures and blends available. 
Just look for the Jacklin Quality label. 
The Jacklin Quality label on the bag says you're planting turfgrass varieties with: 

• the industry's leading private research and breeding program behind them 
• a wealth of innovation that has led the world in turfgrass development for nearly seven decades 
• proven performance that combines unsurpassed color, turf quality and disease resistance 

You never have to wonder if the best is in the bag when the Jacklin name is on it. 
So the next time you order seed, ask for Jacklin Quality inside. You'll forever be labeled as somebody 
who knows how to grow great turfgrass. 

— Kevin Morris 

variety that can overcome and 
withstand the native varieties of 
Poa," Morris added. "It would be 
hard to obtain a uniform green 
that's not invaded by a local Poa 
with a different strain. Native 
types may move in and create a 
splotchy, non-uniform green, just 
like they do with bentgrass." 

That hasn't stopped Colin 
Boyd. He has been growing Poa 
annua for the past five years, 
doing green extensions on as 
many as 60 golf courses. 

"We're doing this because the 
older-style golf courses - the Oak 
Hills and the Aroniminks of the 
world - have Poa annua greens," 
said Boyd, president of Colin 
Boyd Turf Industries in New 
Wilmington, Pa. "We focus on 
the golf course industry, and 
strictly greens and tees. 

"Our approach is to make it so 
that the golfer can't tell that we 
were there, as opposed to using 
straight bentgrass," he added. 
"The sod we grow, we hope, 
helps make our extensions 
match up well and flow with the 
rest of the green." • 
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UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — 
Eight students at Penn State's 
Golf Course Turfgrass Manage-
ment Program were awarded 
— s c h o l a r -

ships by 
t h e 

Daniel J 
B r i ck ley , 

R. Geoffrey Brunner, Sean R. Jor-
dan, Toby J. Kiggins, Joshua J. 
Laughr idge and Joseph 
Maloney. Merit award winners 
were Aaron J. Baker and Steven 
T. Craig. 

G C S A A . 
The schol-
ars are: 
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