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Show time 
For news about the upcoming GCSAA Championship, 
awards and a look at the CMAA show, turn here 24 

PACIFIC DUNES JOINS BANDON DUNES ON THE 
OREGON COAST. SEE STORY ON PAGE 15. 

Golf Trust of America, 
faltering, to sell 47 courses 
B y JAY F I N E G A N 

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Golf 
Trust of America (GTA), the 
country's third-largest golf course 
holding company, is on the verge 
of liquidation and plans to sell off 
its assets. 

The liquidation plan, recom-
mended by W. Brad-
ley Blair II, chairman 
and CEO, requires ap-
proval by the Securi-
ties & Exchange Com-
mission (SEC), and 
then by shareholders. 
Kathy Boles, director 
of communication, 
said the shareholders' 
decision probably would come in 
January. 

SEC approval, while not auto-
matic, appears likely. "The com-
pany looked at seven or eight alter-
native strategies. They settled on 
liquidation and asset sale as the 
best way to maximize shareholder 

value," said Paul Penney, a San 
Francisco-based investment ana-
lyst with RS Investment Manage-
ment, formerly Robertson 
Stephens. "With that intention, I 
have no doubt the SEC will ap-
prove the liquidation." 

GTA currently owns 47 courses 
in 17 states, primarily 
in Florida, South Caro-
lina, Illinois and Michi-
gan, with smaller num-
bers in Virginia, 
Georgia, Ohio, Califor-
nia and'elsewhere. 

Already, the com-
pany has reached an 
agreement to sell three 

of its Florida properties. Affiliates 
of Emerald Dunes Golf Group have 
offered $35 million for the trio -
Polo Trace Golf Course, Cypress 
Creek Course and Emerald Dunes 
Golf Course. The Emerald Dunes 
group, which owned the courses 

Continued on page 30 

inchem named 
Old Tom Morris 
Award winner 
B y J O E L J O Y N E R 

DALLAS, Texas — Tim Finchem, 
commissioner of the PGA Tour since 
1994, will receive the 2001 Old Tom 
Morris Award 
from the Golf 
Course Superin-
tendents Associa-
tion of America 
(GCSAA). The pre-
sentation will take 
place here on Feb. 
15, during ^he Tim Finchem 
72nd International 
Golf Course Conference and Show. 

The Old Tom Morris Award is pre-
sented each year to someone who, 
"through a continuing lifetime commit-
ment to the game of golf, has helped to 
mold the welfare of the game in a man-
ner and style exemplified by Old Tom 
Morris." 

'There is no question that Tim Finchem 
Continued on page 26 

Blinded by the light 
German firm introduces Mercedes-based mower that 
cuts grass with a laser 9 

PAIUTES1 CLUBHOUSE 
Unique clubhouse anchors the Las Vegas Paiute Golf 
Resort, about 20 miles north of Las Vegas, Nev. The 
complex features two courses by Pete Dye, with a third Dye 
design already underway. Tribal leaders hope to turn 
their $500-million project into a premier destination golf 
resort. See story on page 15. 

C O U R S E M A I N T E N A N C E 
Sugarloaf GC launches major course upgrade 9 
University of Ga. offers new turfgrass program 9 
Tools of the Trade at Nelson's Camas Meadows..10 

C O U R S E D E V E L O P M E N T 
Stephen Kay readies Architects' Golf Club 15 
Schmidt-Curley on a roll in China 16 
Weiskopf design unfolding in Baja 21 

Honours Golf picks up flagships 27 
AllGolf nets 20 Family Golf facilities 27 
American Golf to expand learning centers 28 

Yamaha rolls out high-tech service trucks 31 
Pennington acquires Lofts and Rebel varieties ... 31 
Aventis CropScience to be spun off 31 

— P E R I O D I C A L Dursban rate reduction takes effect 
By J O E L J O Y N E R 

INDIANAPOLIS — Golf course super-
intendents using Dursban Pro insecticide 
to control chinch bugs, fire ants and even 
adult billbugs can continue to do so now 
that the product label has changed. 

While Dow AgroSciences, the makers 
of chlorpyrifos (Dursban), and the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
agreed last summer to limit most outdoor 
residential and non-residential uses, 
Dursban Pro is still available for golf 
course use. But since Dec. 1, product 
with labels reflecting a reduced applica-
tion rate has been entering the market. 

Continued on page 12 

The 14th hole at the Founders Club at Quintero Golf 
& Country Club, northwest of Phoenix 

New Rees Jones course 
emerges in Sonoran Desert 
By JAY F I N E G A N 

PEORIA, Ariz. — Set amid the spectacular mountain scen-
ery of Arizona's high Sonoran Desert, the Founders Course 
at Quintero Golf & Country Club opened in November. 

The 7,174-yard layout - the first private Rees Jones course 
in Arizona - occupies some of the most dramatic terrain in 
the Southwest. And no sooner did the Founders Course 
begin play than development focus turned to its sister course 
at Quintero, this one designed by Greg Norman. 

It promises to be a dynamic pair. "Quintero has all the 
elements of America's finest country clubs - privacy, exclu-
sivity and superbly crafted amenities, plus a natural splendor 
that is really quite extraordinary," said owner and developer 
Gary McClung, the world's largest Ford truck dealer. 

The gated private golf club complex lies approximately 45 
minutes northwest of Phoenix's Sky Harbor International 

Continued on page 22 
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Dursban 
Continued from page 1 

The new label lowers applica-
tion rates from four pounds of 
active ingredient per acre to one 
pound or two quarts per acre, 
enough to effectively control 
more than 25 varieties of turf 
pests. The new rate is not a maxi-
mum that can be applied per sea-
son. Rather, it is the maximum 
that can be used during any 

Laser mower 
Continued from page 9 

because there are no blades. 
There's zero exhaust emissions 
due to the catalytic afterburning 
of fuel. And finally, there's zero 
waiting time as orders and ac-
counts are settled on-line. 

Using cameras and sensors, 
the computerized car is capable 
of trimming lawns to established 
heights with a resolution of one 
millimeter. The mower has a 
working width of 150 centime-
ters, or 59 inches, and uses the 
recycled grass as part of the 
lawn's fertilization. 

If there's enough dealer in-
terest, the company hopes to 
put the Zero into production in 
2002. "The existing retail sec-
tor needs to adjust to the de-
mands being prompted by the 
Zero, otherwise the demand 
side will create its own service 
sources," said Gregor C. Wolf, 
the CEO of WOLF-Garten. "As 
a manufacturer , we have a 
strong interest in the future 
development of the retail busi-
ness, so we aim to play an ag-
gressive and constructive part 
in its reorientation." 

WOLF-Garten is a leading Ger-
man supplier of gardening sup-
plies and equipment. More in-
formation about the company 
and the Zero mower is available 
on their website: www.wolf-
garten.com. • 

Aquarina 
Continued from page 9 

staff, especially Debbie Cline, 
our chemical technician, and 
Lyne Page, our compliance co-
ordinator, for their assistance 
and support in helping the facil-
ity achieve a successful coexist-
ence with the wildlife on the prop-
erty. 

Aquarina is maintained by In-
ternational Golf Maintenance 
(IGM) of Lakeland, Fla., a divi-
sion of Meadowbrook Golf 
Group. More IGM properties are 
expected to follow in Aquarina's 
footsteps. According to Cindy 
Geiger, IGM compliance man-
ager, every one of the more than 
40 courses maintained by IGM 
is enrolled in the Audubon pro-
gram. IGM contracts with golf 
courses and country clubs to 
handle all aspects of turf and 
grounds maintenance. • 
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single application. 
MANY OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

With a competitive market in 
the insecticide manufacturing 
and distribution business, super-
intendents will not be limited in 
their options. 

"Dursban may be one of the 
cheaper insecticides on the mar-
ket, but most superintendents 
know there are so many new 
synthetic pyrethroids available 
that there won't be any immedi-

ate concern," said Brian Maloy, 
an agronomist with the U.S. Golf 
Association's Green Section. If 
superintendents discover that 
the reduced level of application 
is inefficient for their needs, he 
said, alternatives are readily ob-
tainable. 

The product works by disrupt-
ing the normal nerve transmis-
sion by inhibiting an enzyme 
found in the nervous system of 
insects. The compound is ab-

sorbed into the system where it 
takes its effect on the pest. 

"Dursban Pro is still available 
for our golf course customers. 
They can continue to rely on this 
time-tested product for their in-
sect control needs for many 
years to come," said Tony J. 
Brown, marketing manager for 
Dow AgroSciences. "In addition, 
superintendents with supplies of 
Dursban Pro should read and 
follow label instructions on their 

existing stock." 
SUPERINTENDENT'S VIEWPOINT 
Keith Ihms, CGCS, superin-

tendent of Bent Tree Country 
Club, in Dallas, Texas, said the 
most important development is 
that the golf industry, especially 
the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America 
(GCSAA), convinced the EPA 
that the chemical could be safely 
handled. 

Continued on next page 



OF BOTH WORLDS. 

MACH 2 
TURF INSECTICIDE 

IT'S All YOU NEED 
TO PREVENT OR CURE. 

GREEN CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE WINNER 

were under the supervision of 
their teacher as part of a class. 
Of course, state laws vary, so 
you probably ought to contact 
your club's attorney about the 
proper procedures. 

Jeff also discovered that lim-
ited school budgets often pre-
vented the students from doing 
much, and his club came to the 
rescue. Often, by buying a few 
hundred dollars of supplies or 
equipment, he could keep the 
high school program active and 
the students enthused. He and 
the ag teachers have developed 
a good rapport, which has been 
exciting, fun, and educational for 

Dursban 
Continued from previous page 

"I think we were able, through 
the GCSAA and some local grass 
roots groups, to demonstrate the 
kind of qualifications we have, 
and how we have to stay licensed, 
and they saw value in that," Ihms 
said. "I went to a few sessions 
with regulators when they were 
taking input from the field. They 
understand that we're very care-

ful with these products and well-
trained in their use. They had 
been talking about pulling 
Dursban from the market for turf 
grasses, but they came back and 
allowed us to use it, albeit at a 
lower rate." 

The industry needs to estab-
lish strong credibility with the 
EPA, Ihms added, because more 
scrutiny of chemicals is coming, 
under the 1996 Food Quality and 
Protection Act. • 

Piersol 
Continued from page 10 

teacher was searching for a learn-
ing lab to teach students about 
soils, plants, fertilizers, insect 
and disease identification. Jeff 
contacted the instructor and in-
vited him to use his golf course 
as a field laboratory, and the re-
lationship began. 

Today, the high school kids 
volunteer at Jef fs course, and 

he hires some of them part-time. 
As part of their high school class, 
students are assigned certain 
planting beds at Jeffs course, 
where they are free to design 
and plant var ious annuals 
throughout the year. The stu-
dents learn horticulture, and Jeff 
adds color to his course. 

I asked him about the situa-
tion of kids under age 18 operat-
ing power equipment. He said it 
was no problem, as long as they 

Apply AAACH 2® Turf Insecticide once before egg-

hatch to prevent grubs all season long. Or apply 

shortly after egg-hatch to cure grubs up through the 

second instar. Make the choice that suits your 

schedule and resource availability. 

AAACH 2 also controls key lepidoptera, such as 

cutworms, armyworms and sod webworms, making 

it one of the most versatile turf insecticides on 

the market. 

And don't worry about watering AAACH 2 in 

immediately. Unlike other products, AAACH 2 

can wait 2 weeks or more for you—or mother 

nature—to water it in without degradation of the 

active ingredient. 

Prevent or cure with season-long control. 

Unmatched irrigation flexibility. Effective grub and 

lep control with an award-winning environmental 

profile. Only AAACH 2 truly gives you the best of all 

possible worlds. 

For more information, call 1 -888-764-6432 

ext. R3107, or visit our website at www.mach-2.com. 

everyone. 
What Jeff Gullikson is doing is 

right on target. Such involve-
ment creates excitement about 
golf courses and all the career 
opportunities that the industry 
has to offer. Not only can stu-
dents learn the agronomy and 
horticulture involved in golf 
course work, but also, by show-
ing students a neat, organized 
shop, you might be able to lead 
someone into a career as a turf 
equipment technician. 

When you have high school stu-
dents working on the course as 
part of a class, you - the superin-
tendent - gets a chance to look 
over the "crop." From this part-
time employee pool may emerge 
someone you would like to keep. 

Lack of career awareness, es-
pecially with regard to turf equip-
ment techs, is a major problem. 
Students can't ask about careers 
about which they know nothing. 
Getting involved with a local high 
school, especially if it has agri-
culture and/or mechanics, can 
pay big dividends. I am con-
vinced that increasing the num-
ber of turf equipment technicians 
hinges on such involvement. 
Doing some high school recruit-
ing will be good for the entire 
industry as well as for the indi-
vidual superintendent involved. 

If you'd like, call Jeff (509-467-
6211) or me (904 752-1822 ext. 
1225) to brainstorm about how 
to get started. • 

John R. Piersol, M.S., chairs 
the Division of Golf/Landscape/ 
Forestry at Lake City Community 
College, in Lake City, Fla. 

ADAM PIERCE WINS SCHOLARSHIP 
ELWOOD, 111. — Adam Pierce, 

a junior in the University of Illi-
nois turfgrass management pro-
gram, has been awarded the 
$7,500 Ben Warren Scholarship 
f rom Tyler En t e rp r i s e s of 
Elwood. After graduation, he 
hopes to work as an assistant 
golf course super in tendent . 
Pierce has already worked at 
country clubs in Michigan and 
Illinois and has a strong aca-
demic record. The late Ben War-
ren owned Warren's Turf Nurs-
ery, a t u r f g r a s s r e sea rch 
company based in Palos Park, 
111. 
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