
Supers battle debris, weather and labor shortages to prep for winter 
By M E G H A N F O L E Y 

For superintendents from 
Maine to the Northwest, fall 
cleanup to prepare for winter is 
always an important process. 
After all, what is done in the fall 
triggers the way a course greens 
up in the spring. Autumnal appli-
cations of snow-mold fungicides, 
fertilizers and topdressing, and 

overall course aerification, must 
occur in a short span of time 
before the weather changes. 

For Jim Hodge, at Val Halla 
Golf Course in Cumberland, 
Maine, cleaning up in the au-
tumn requires a great deal of 
attention. The scattered leaves, 
branches and pine needles of a 
typical New England fall keep 

him busy down to the very last 
week in November. 

"We use everything from a 
small sweeper and a backpack 
blower to a walk-behind push 
blower and a big riding blower 
to clear the pine needles and 
leaves off the course," said 
Hodge. "For the entire month of 
September, we mow the fairways 

and the greens nonstop." 
Michael Foster, superinten-

dent at Province Lake in South 
Effingham, N.H., would agree. 
"In the fall, we have so much 
hand-raking and picking that 
needs to be done," he said. "We 
have to clear pine needles and 
leaves on a daily basis because 
we have a lot of both evergreen 

and maple oak trees on the 
course. Here, we rely heavily on 
manpower." 

Foster focuses largely on 
aerification of the whole course 
throughout the New Hampshire 
autumn, altering his usual main-
tenance routine. "In the fall, we 
begin to change our fertilizer 
schedule so that we can do a 
thorough job of aerification," he 
said. "We try to go 2:1 of potas-
sium to nitrogen. We also apply 
a light topdressing." 

In Post Falls, Idaho, where 
Lonnie Aller is superintendent 
of Highlands Golf and Country 
Club, preparations for a mild fall 
begin in the third week of Sep-
tember. Blowing leaves and 
needles off the course occupies 
much ofAller's time, but for him, 
the most important thing is mow-
ing the grasses until they are 
dormant to make sure that they 
are not shaggy going into the 
winter. 

"We have a small blower that 
we use to consolidate the pine 
needles around the tees and 
greens, which is a good deal of 

'Our lack of labor when 
the fall comes around 

plays a big factor in the 
daily maintenance of the 

golf course.' 
— Jim Hodge 

the cleaning that we do," Aller 
said. "Then we use a vacuum to 
sweep the fairways and the 
roughs. We continue mowing 
right until the very end of Novem-
ber so the grass isn't the least bit 
shaggy for the winter. Aerification 
of fairways and greens is also im-
portant in the fall." 

THE S N O W - M O L D BELT 

In the Rockies, superinten-
dents have different methods for 
making sure that their courses 
are properly cleared in the fall. 
For Jim Myers at Vail Golf Club, 
in Vail, Colo., keeping the course 
clear doesn't involve quite so 
much. "We don't have a whole 
lot on the course except for as-
pen trees, so we do a relatively 
small amount of leaf blowing -
not like those guys in New En-
gland," he explained. 

Myers is mostly concerned 
with the coming snow. "I always 
pay close attention to aerification 
and snow-mold control," he said. 
"Once the grass goes dormant, 
everything has to be mowed at 
the proper height so that a bet-
ter root system can exist in the 
winter. With a stronger root sys-
tem, plants have the chance to 
store more carbohydrates, which 
in turn allows them to survive a 
brutal winter." 

Continued on page 18 
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mm? 
raypt Goossen s New Turf Glide design provides a 

unique one-pass aeration process that leaves a 
smooth, playable surface. 

Goossen's Versa Vac utilizes a specially designed, spring tension Turf Retainer located between each row of 
core extractors. The Turf Retainers glide along the surface of the turf while the cores are being extracted, main-
taining a smooth, playable surface. The aerator head consists of 120 spoons which form a 5-inch grid with 
each 58-inch-wide swath, providing ample aeration for most soil types. 

Playable 
Turf 

The Core wheel extracts the plugs while Turf Retainers hold the remaining turf in place. Then counter-rotating flails pulverize 
the cores while the powerful vacuum fan lifts thatch into the hopper and leaving the soil behind as a top soil dressing. 

CALL FOR A F R E E 

D E M O N S T R A T I O N 

For more information, please contact us. Toll-Free: 1-800-228-6542 
In NE: 402-228-4226 • Fax: 402-223-2245 

Web: www.goossen.com 

P.O. Box 705 • Beatrice, N E 68310 

http://www.goossen.com


Minuteman-Parker's Hurricane 

Goossen's new self powered blower 
Goossen Industries introduces the BL3000 self powered 

debris blower. Its 27-inch diameter blower fan delivers a 
powerful thrust of wind to tackle tough clean up. The unit 
features a trailer for transport and can be towed by any 
truckster, tractor, or utility vehicle. A bi-directional dis-
charge allows the user to change the direction of the 
airflow instantly. The BL3000 features a 22-hp Robin en-
gine and floatation tires. For more information, contact 
800-228-6542. 

Leaves, labor 
Continued from page 16 

According to Myers, timing is 
key. In Vail the snow flies at the 
end of October. "We do the fall 
application of fungicides to the 
greens right after Labor Day, and 
then we do our full application to 
the entire course at the begin-
ning of October." 

At the Buffalo Hills Golf 
Course in Kali spell, Mont., near 
Glacier National Park, superin-
tendent Patrick Meeker is also 
more concerned with the snow 
than the leaves. "Since we are up 
north here, we have to winterize 
the pump stations and fountains 
early," said Meeker. "We do all 
of our chemical applications for 
snow molds." 

LABOR SHORTAGE CHALLENGES 
From regulating snow mold to 

blowing out irrigation systems, 
there is always plenty to be done 
when the leaves are changing. 
With school starting up at the 
same time, however, all those 
high school and college kids who 
helped out during the summer 
are gone. Indeed, for many super-
intendents, the biggest obstacle 
in the fall lies in the decline of 
manual labor. The maintenance 
crew at Val Halla GC in Maine, for 
example, usually falls from 12 to 
six in the fall, doubling the load 
for those who remain. 

"Our lack of labor when the 
fall comes around plays a big 
factor in the daily maintenance 
of the golf course," said Hodge. 
"So we have to try to get as much 
done as we can early on. I do all 
of the maintenance projects at 
the end of the summer while I 
have all my help, and up until Sept. 
21 we mow the grasses like crazy. 
Once the grass stops growing, we 
start doing any projects on drain-
age, tee construction, bunker con-
struction, and so forth." 

Depending on location, sea-
son and individual layout, every 
superintendent adheres to dif-
ferent tips and techniques that 
ensure the visual and physical 
success of their golf course. 
Hodge faithfully abides by one 
such tip that he claims has been 
passed along from other super-
intendents and works wonders 
for his course. 

"No matter what, I have to get 
all the debris cleaned up in the 
fall so that I'll have a better 
course in the spring," he ex-
plained. • 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Like a hurricane 
The Hurricane Plus series 

walk-behind wheeled blowers 
from Minuteman Parker are 
ideal for turf and hard surfaces 
and are powerful enough to re-
move leaves, loose debris and 
standing water. The unit is avail-
able in five, eight, or 11-hp Briggs 
& Stratton or Honda engines. 
These blowers create up to 2,200 
cubic feet of air per minute and 

are constructed of 12-gauge steel 
for increased durability. The 
Hurricane Plus is designed with a 
hand controlled deflector that can 
be adjusted to direct airflow out 
the front or side discharge. The 
series features a front grill for 
safety, silencing and debris de-
flection, handle mounted throttle 
control, pneumatic rear tires and 
vibration dampeners for operator 
comfort. For more information, 
contact: 630-6276900. 

Concorde SST 
B R A N D C H L O R O T H A L O N I L 

Super Stick Technology For All 
Seasons.. .All Major Diseases 

Always read and follow label directions. ©2000 Griffin L.L.C. Concorde ™, SST ™ Griffin L.L.C. 6025-01-7/00 

New Concorde SST offers proven disease control with maximum staying power. This 
formulation includes new Super Stick Technology (SST™), with adhesion properties 
that are bound to set an industry standard for tenacity. A contact fungicide you can 
use all season, Concorde SST will control 14 turf diseases, including algae, brown 
patch, dollar spot, leaf spot, melting out, anthracnose, rust and red thread. Its multi-
site mode-of-action helps prevent fungicide resistance and is ideal for all turf disease 
programs. Use it now and all year long. Find it at www.g i i f f in l l cxom 

When you purchase Concorde SST, G r i f f i n , G r i f f i n L.L.C. 
you support The GCSAA Foundation's I 1-800-237-1854 
Investing in the Beauty of Golf' Campaign. 

http://www.griffinllcxom



