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manufacturers, distributors and other 
related products and services. Golfsat 
users can also access DTN satellite 
weather for regional or national forecasts. 
In addition, Golfsat offers configurable 
chat, enabling a superintendent to filter 
or identify a region of peers with which to 
communicate. 

There are 1,100 manufacturers and 
50,000 products represented on the 
Golfsat website. Superintendents can look 
up a manufacturer, click on the product, 
configure the order, select a distributor, 
get pricing and throw the product in the 
virtual "forklift." The product is then or-
dered via Golfsat's secure distributor in-
terface. 

Likewise, Golfsat has catalogued re-
search publications from 42 universities 
and has several consulting professors 
under contract. "Universities lead the 
Internet online," said Scott. "But you 
would be challenged to go to a site and in 
a few minutes find where their turfgrass 
or horticultural research is." 

On Golfsat, superintendents can select 
a turf species and then choose from a list 
of insects specific to that turf. The site 
then links up to research relating to the 
pest and eventually to a product catalog 
page that suggests what to use to solve 
the problem and then places an order. 

CHALLENGES 
There are several challenges in launch-

ing Golfsat. 
First, superintendents have limited 

computer hardware, 15 to 20 percent have 
no computer at all and only 10 to 15 per-
cent have a computer with decent pro-
cessing capabilities, said Scott. Those who 
already have computers and Internet ac-
cess will be able to use the site for free. 

Further, a very small percentage of 
superintendents has access to DSL or 
cable lines and only one to five percent 
have 56.6 modems. 

To solve these problems, Golfsat is of-
fering a hardware package to users that 
includes a fully equipped Pentium III per-
sonal computer and high-speed, broad-
band Internet access from anywhere in 
the nation using satellite, cable or DSL 
configurations. The package will cost 
$29.95 a month and will be available this 
summer. Work on the satellite network is 
still being sorted out. 

While Golfsat hopes to have direct ac-
cess to a distributor's inventory, those 
agreements are also in flux. 

"We have captured all the manufactur-
ers' data. The challenges now lie with the 
distributors," said Scott. "We are on that 
road right now and if things start this 
summer we will begin to actively recruit 
other distributors and go through that 
conversion process." 

However, if the interest shown at the 
GCSAA International Conference and 
show is any indication, signing on addi-
tional distributors and manufacturers will 
not be that difficult. 

The manufacturer and distributor inter-
est is something that we didn't anticipate," 
said Mike Trompeter, senior vice presi-
dent of member and distributor relations. 
"The amount of top level people that stopped 
by and spent time with us understanding 
the program was very encouraging." 
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CONTINENTAL™ 
BRIDGE: 

8301 State Highway 29 N, Alexandria, MN 56308 USA 
Phone: 320-852-7500 Fax: 320-852-7067 

E-Mail: conbridg@continentalbridge.com • www.continentalbridge.com 

S O I L A N D W A T E R S Y S T E M S 
L o w e r s W a t e r p H • C o n t r o l s So i l p H 

I m p r o v e s Soi l D r a i n a g e • C o n t r o l s A l g a e 
R e d u c e s S o d i u m in So i l 

I m p r o v e s E f f l uen t W a t e r Fo r I r r igat ion u s e 
R e d u c e s B i c a r b o n a t e s & C a r b o n a t e 

SO 2 GENERATORS 
11838 Tammy Way Grass Valley, CA 95949 

(530)271-0915 aquaso2.com 

You'll want to play 
barefoot on our 
certified grasses. 

» Tifton 4 1 9 
» Midlawn 
» E IToroZoys ia 
> Meyer Z -52 Zoysia 
I Hax/alipr 7r»/cia 

» Sprig Planting Service 
» Laying Machinery 

Rentals 
> Row Planting Service 

Lay and Play 
Fairway Cuts (seasonal) 
Pads 
Big Rolls 

P.O. BOX 56440 • LITTLE ROCK, AR 72215 

1-800-666-0007 501-975-6281 www.quailvalley.com 

tuail Valley GRASSES 
SPORTS • GOLF • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL - SOD PRODUCERS 

LIST RENTAL 
GOLF COURSE 
NEWS 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

...offers you the opportunity to reach the 
decision makers at thousands of 

golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list. 
Call f o r details . . . 
207-925-1099 

EAGLE GOLF & LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS 
EAGLE INTERFACE FOR GREEN CONSTRUCTION 

Q 
N y l o p l a s t 
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PLEASE CALL 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
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WWW.EAGLEGOLFANDLANDSCAPE.COM 

AVisibleMarkingSystem 
You Can Mow Right Over 

• Speeds up play-Reduces playing 
time up to 30 minutes per round 

• Cost effective-Pays for itself in 
months - Lasts for years 

• More enjoyment-No pacing and 
hunting for sprinkler heads 

• Available in all colors 
• Proven at thousands of courses around the world www: Kirbymarkers.com 

e-mail: Kirbymarkr@aol.com 

' The Kirby Marker System 
760-93T2624 • 800-925-4729 • Fax 760-931-1753 

BoardTronics 
T h e B I G G E S T b e c a u s e w e ' r e the BEST! • • • • • • 

* EXPERT repair services for most 
Toro, Rain Bird, and Buckner irrigation 

central computers and field satallite controllers. 
• • • • • • 

N W 8 0 0 0 ® LTC™ O S M A C ® VTI I /3/4™ 
MIM™ M S C ™ PAR™ ISC™ SBM™ RC™ 

Nat ionwide: 1 - 8 0 0 - S T A Y W E T (782-9938) 
*BoardTronics is not affiliated with Toro, Rain Bird, or Buckner. 

Trademarks belong to their respective manufacturers. 

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR 
Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S. 

• Complete Prefabricated Packages • Ready for Fast Erection 
• Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S • Custom Design & Engineering 

CALL 8 0 0 - 7 7 7 - 8 6 4 8 
P.O. Box A • Morrisville, NC 27560 

Tel. 919/467-6155 • FAX 919/469-2536 
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BRIDGE MANUFAQURING CO. 

Spec ia l i z ing in gol f 

course / p a r k / bike 

trai l br idges and using a 

var iety of mater ials to 

suit your p a r t i c u l a r 

landscape needs, we 

fabr icate easy-to-install, 

pre-engineered spans 

and del iver them any-

where in North America. 

I f W ' w mm 
mit tr Yr 

L J t ^ B f e ^ 8 ^ 

The Macho Combo: Combines the beauty of wood and the strength 

of maintenance free self-weathering steel. Bridge designed by Golf 

Dimensions. 

800-548-0054 
(ouhkk Californiaj 

12001 Shoemaker Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 9 0 6 7 0 
Tel: 562-944-0701 Fax: 562-944-4025 

w w w . e x c e l b r i d g e . c o m 

TURFSITE by S k y B i t , Inc . 

Site Specific Weather Service 
for the Golf Course Industry 

Delivered by Fax oi E-mail 
• 48 hour forecast 
• 7 day forecast 
• Disease models 

Free 
2 week trial of any 

TurfSite Service 
• Frost forecast 
• Degree days 

Visit us at: Cal l N o w ! ! 
w w w . s k y b i t . c o m 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 5 4 - 2 2 6 6 

with a Twist 
A twist of our easy off 
lid gives you quick 
access to Pinhigh's 
quality reel sharp-
ening compound. 

p i n h i g h 
ree l ¿ h o r p y n i n q c o m p o u n d 

Call 1 (8.00) 422-4748 
^ www.pinhighdirect.com 

ÛûûffÛMff 
800-662-5021 

Repel Geese and Ducks 
f rom Grass! 

Eliminate mess and 
property damage! 

Food-grade, biodegradable 
taste-aversion agent. 
Renders food sources 
unpalatable and inedible 
so geese leave. Easy to 
use - just spray onto grass. 
1 gallon (per acre) $95 

THE BIRD CONTROL "X-PERTS" 

N R I M C }>>>»*%£ 
300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. GCN ' 
CHICAGO IL 60607 WWW.BIRD-X.COM 
312-BAN-BIRD 312-226-2480 FAX 

1 800-345-1960 www.precisionusa.com 

> Sub-Surface Aeration, Fans & Blowers 

Breeze Mas te r 

Pro Blow Powerfu l ! 
Quiet! 

WhisperSreeze 

TH£ LSAOemS ¡N A/M MO¥MMËNT Above and Below Ground 

HARCO DUCTILE IRON 
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations 
including "knock-on" repair couplings. 
High Strength, high corrosion 
resistance. 
The Harrington Corporat ion 

P.O. Box 10335 
Lynchburg, Va 24506 

804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 

Tel: 256-845-0154 Fax: 256-845-9750 

GOLF CART - PEDESTRIAN 
AND 2 LANE VEHICULAR 
BRIDGES AND OVERPASSES 
ENGINEERED AND 
FABRICATED TO YOUR 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 
CLEAR SPANS TO 250 FEET 
AVAILABLE IN MOST OF OUR 
STYLES. 

1-800-749-7515 
FREE BROCHURES 

www.steadfastbridge.com 
email: sales@steadfastbridge.com 

4-7 — Canadian GSA Annual Confer-
ence and Show in Ottawa. Contact 905-
602-8873. 

6— GCSAA Seminaron Turfgrass Ecol-
ogy in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

6 — GCSAA Seminar on Managing 
Turfgrass Root Systems in Providence, R.I. * 

6 — GCSAA Seminar on Management 
of Localized Dry Spots and Water Repel-
lent Soils in Providence, R.I. * 

6-9 — New England RegionalTurf Con-
ference & Show. Contact 401-848-0004. 

7 — GCSAA Seminar on Maximizing 
fob Satisfaction in Gaylord, Mich. * 

7-8 — GCSAA Seminaron Physical Prob-
lems of Turfgrass Soils: Identification and 
Correction in Valley Eorge, Pa. * 

7-8 — GCSAA Seminar on Golf Greens: 
History, Theory, Construction ad Mainte-
nance in St. Louis Park, Minn. * 

8 — GCSAA Seminar on Maximizing 
Teamwork in Gaylord, Mich. * 

9 — NYSTA Western Regional Confer-
ence in Buffalo, N.Y. Contact 800-873-
8873. 

14 — GCSAA Seminar on Management 
Strategies for the Turfgrass System in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. * 

14 — GCSAA Seminar on Turfgrass 
Stress Management in Sunnehanna, Pa. * 

14-15 — Rutgers University course Be-
yond the Basics of Landscape Construction 
in New Brusnswick, N.J. Contact Kurt 
Martens at 732-932-8451. 

15 — GCSAA Seminar on Bentgrass 
Management and Rootzone Maintenance 
in Manchester, Vt. * 

15 — Rutgers University course on Suc-
cessful Insect ID and Control of Ornamen-
tal Plants in New Brusnswick, N.J. Con-
tact Kurt Martens at 732-932-8451. 

16 — Rutgers University course on Haz-
ardous Tree ID in New Brusnswick, N.J. 
Contact Kurt Martens at 732-932-8451. 

16 — GCSAA Seminar on Lake and 
Aquatic Plant Management in Phoenix. * 

16 — GCSAA Seminar on Insect and 
Disease Management for Warm-Season 
Turfgrass in Palm Desert, Calif * 

17—Rutgers University course on Large 
Tree Pruning and Rigging in New 
Brusnswick, N.J. Contact Kurt Martens 
at 732-932-8451. 

* For more information contact the 
GCSAA Education Office at800-472-7878. 
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A significant number of superinten-
dents also registered for Golfsat at the 
show, said Trompeter. 

GOING FORWARD 

Golfsat will be tested at 200 beta sites 
in California, Arizona, North and South 
Carolina, and Florida this month which 
will be served by 12 distributors. 

"We will work on flushing out band-
width issues, but we expect that because 
of isolation and the limited availability of 
DSL, most golf courses will wind up with 
satellite connections," said Scott. 

Golfsat is set to roll out nationwide this 
summer and Scott said the company is 
structuring itself to accommodate 70 to 80 
percent of the nation's superintendents. 
"In the next three years, we hope to get to 
the 10,000 to 12,000 range/' he said, t 
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