
Ferris 
snapped up 
by Simplicity 

PORT WASHINGTON, 
Wis. — Simplicity Manu-
facturing, Inc. has agreed 
to purchase Ferris Indus-
tries, Inc., a New York-
based manufacturer of 
professional turf-care ma-
chinery. Terms of the 
agreement were not dis-
closed. 

"The addition of the 
Ferris product line posi-
tions the company to serve 
the fast-growing market 
for larger, commercial 
grass-mowing machin-
ery," said Warner C. 
Frazier, chairman and 
chief executive officer of 
Simplicity. 

According to David A. 
Ferr i s , cha i rman of 
Ferris Industries, recent 
developments, including 
introduction of the first in-
dependent suspension sys-
tem for heavy-duty riding 
mowers, have fueled de-
mand for Ferris products 
and necessitated increases 
in production capacity. 

"These opportunities 
led to our decision to 
partner with a firm such 
as Simplicity that could 
provide the capital and 
management necessary 
to accelerate the product 
development and manu-
facturing modernization 
programs planned for the 
near future," said Ferris. 

"This al l iance with 
Ferris, a pioneer in the 
commercial market, pro-
vides us with immediate 
access to one of the best, 
most respected, and com-
plete lines in the indus-
try," said Jim Wier, presi-
dent of Simplicity. 

Simplicity will continue 
marketing the professional 
mowers under the Ferris 
name and through inde-
pendent distribution. 

Ferris employs approxi-
mately 120 people in its 
Munnsville, N.Y., facility 
and has annual revenues 
of nearly $25 million. The 
Ferris line now includes a 
wide variety of walk be-
hind and riding mowers 
with cutting decks rang-
ing from 36-inches to 72-
inches in width. 

Simplicity, which has 
500 employees, manufac-
tures riding lawn mowers, 
lawn and garden tractors, 
chipper shredders, chip-
per vacuums, tillers and 
snowthrowers. 
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