Reconstruction of a green at Inverness Club

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Hills tackles Ross’s Inverness finetuning

TOLEDO, Ohio—The Donald
Ross-designed Inverness Club,
site of four U.S. Opens, one U.S.
Amateur and two PGA Champi-
onships, has undergone an im-
provement program that will
position the historic track to host
future major championships.

Construction of a number of
new tees lengthened the course

to 7,234 yards, playing to par 70
or 71. The most significant por-
tion of the renovation involved
reconstruction of bunkers and
regrassing of the greens.
“Inverness has a long and rich
history of hosting major champi-
onships,” said club President
William Parker. “The improve-
ment program will maintain the
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Ask the microbes in your

soil, they'll tell you.

LiquiGreen™ is a slow

release, non-burning organic

source of nitrogen that is safer to

use and delivers more consistent

results.

* Thatch is minimized.

* Root mass increases by up to 40%!

* Plants are more resistant to disease.

* Weather and even drought will take

less of a toll.

Apply LiquiGreen and immediately, billions of

microbes in the soil begin to convert LiquiGreen

to available nitrogen.The LiquiGreen slow release

formula keeps a consistent level of nitrogen in the

soil, longer. More available nitrogen in the soil

creates thicker and healthier turf.
Healthier plants

stand up better in high
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LiquiGreen is as safe to use as it is hard-working.

It does not burn — it has a salt index that’s 8-9 times
less than other nitrogen sources; you could virtually
triple the rate with no adverse effects! It also stays

put. There’s very little leaching with LiquiGreen; no

nitrates will be showing up in
the water table.

The end result?
LiquiGreen helps you
grow consistently,
healthier plants that

benefits your course as well as

= T R =

traffic areas — like tee boxes, greens
and fairway landing areas.

And that adds up to a better
looking, better playing golf

course for your golfers. Plus,

the environment!

Ask any microbe....

integrity of the course as amajor
championship site into the next
decade and beyond.”

Golf course architect Arthur
Hills oversaw construction that
began lastAugust. New sand and
internal drainage will be added
to each bunker, with several
bunkers being repositioned.
Bluegrass sod will be placed
around bunkers and greens to
remove heavy bentgrass rough
around the putting surfaces. The
greensare being re-grassed with
Penn G-2 creeping bentgrass.

Hills used the collection of
historical photographs at
Inverness during his planning.
A few greens have been ex-
panded to reclaim cupping areas
and several fairway and
greenside bunkers were re-
shaped or added to return them
to their original Ross design.

“One of the goals is that the
course will have the same charac-
ter and appearance as it has now,”
Hills said. “All of the work that will
be done this fall has been done
after consultation with the USGA
[U.S. Golf Association]. I would
call this program a modest fine-
tuning which will allow Inverness
to lengthen its course for future
major championships the club
may host. The key to the added
length is added yardage to the
long par-4s, in an effort to bring
middle-irons into use.”

Oliphant Golf Construction of
Madison, Wis., was the contrac-
tor.

Construction was completed
in November, and the course will
reopen in April.

Q&A: Schulties
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Wolfard [a former Bates’ associ-
ate now working on his own in
Dallas]. My favorite golf course
is San Francisco Golf Club. You
just feel the history. Among the
modern courses I really like
Shoal Creek in Birmingham,
Ala., and I love Fazio’s Pelican
Hills in Newport Beach, Calif.

It’s hard to compare design-
ers. Everyone has a different
canvas to build their courses on,
every piece of property is differ-
ent. What I'd like to do is give
every architecta piece of ground
where there isn’t a foot of eleva-
tion change or a piece of vegeta-
tion that you particularly want to
keep, and see what you get. Now
Pebble Beach is a phenomenal
golf course. Is it a great design?
I'm not sure. Someone was smart
enough in the way they laid it
out. But they didn’t move a lot of
dirt. How could you mess up
piece of property with 12 holes
on the ocean? Some of the best
courses may not be the best lay-
outs, they just sit on a phenom-
enal piece of property.
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