PULASKI COUNTY, Va. — Boasting 2-
1/2 miles of river frontage, natural rock
outcroppings and cliffs, and a secluded
sefting, the 18-hole River Course of
Pulaski County here is being readied for
a spring opening.

Construction started on the course in

Ault/Clark designed River Course is expected to
open this year
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DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

A telling name for Ault/Clark’s
River Course of Pulaski County

the spring of 1998, and the final nine
holes are being grown in and groomed
for play. Designed by Ault, Clark & Asso-
ciates for Blue Ridge Golf Development,
the new course has generated more than
100 membership sales prior to the first
ball being struck. When completed, the
facility will contain a full-size practice
area, pitching and chipping green, prac-
tice putting green, and full-service club-
house with pool.

Situated on 180 acres adjacent to the
New River, the course is bisected by a 70-
foot rock cliff. This created the opportu-
nity to build two distinct but complimen-
tary nine-hole loops, which startand finish
adjacent to the club area. The linear na-
ture of these two nines has allowed views
of the river on 14 of 18 holes. Eight of
these play directly along the river’s edge.

Playing to more than 7,100 yards, the
course has been designed “to challenge
and excite all calibers of golfers.”

The front nine, nearly void of trees,
has spacious rolling fairways, allowing
wind conditions to add a necessary ele-
ment of strategy to the course. A high-
light of this nine will be the par-5 3rd
hole. At 565 yards, this is the first hole
of the round to be played along the
river. Large bunkers define the route,
with the approach being played into a
well-guarded green.

The 5th hole, guarded by water and
sand, and playing to amaximum length of
305 yards, will also provide excitement
for daring long hitters.

With trees coming into play, the back
nine will provide a varied but balanced
experience to the front. Golfers will be
enticed to carry water and sand to reach
the green in two, on the short par-5 11th.
However, the 150-yard par-3 14th is per-
haps the essence of the course. The green
has been pushed out into a bend in the
river. The course's home hole is a stout
465-yard par-4 which finishes at a set of
river rapids, and is also backdropped by a
steep rock cliff.

ASGCA RELEASES DIRECTORY ON CD

The American Society of Golf Course
Architects (ASGCA) has introduced its
first-ever Suppliers Directory on CD-
ROM — an interactive, electronic ver-
sion of the group’s printed directory.
By using the CD-ROM directory, people
can quickly search and select informa-
tion on more than 90 product and ser-
vice providers, including contact infor-
mation on the 139 member architects
of the ASGCA. “With supplier partici-
pation increasing each year, along with
new and improved products and ser-
vices, as well as the increasing number
of golf course architects joining the
society, it became imperative to create
a new directory that was beneficial to
both the golf course architect and the
golf industry,” said Clyde Johnston,
chairman of the CD-ROM project. The
ASGCA Electronic Information Source
is available for $25 for the fully interac-
tive directory. The CD-ROM can be
ordered by sending a check for $25 to
the ASGCA, 221 North LaSalle St., Chi-
cago, Ill. 60601.
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