
A UNITED PUBLICATION 
VOLUME 11, NUMBER 10 
OCTOBER 1999 « $5.50 

Megabucks Winner? Golf 
National Golf Foundation figures show golfers spent 
more than $30 billion in 1998 3 

Digitall Mapping 
i This new technology is making its way into every 

facet of course operations 13 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

GOLF COURSE 

IN DEMAND 
Whether captaining the U.S. Ryder Cup team, or 
working with design partner Bill Coore, left, Ben 
Crenshaw has been in high demand.And he will not 
back down in his "classics" philosophy of course archi-
tecture. See Q&A with Crenshaw & Coore, page 27. 

N E W S P A P E R 

New wetlands 
regs could stifle 
development 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

WASHINGTON, D.C. —The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is implementing a new cadre of 
wetlands regulations in early 
2000 that is expected to impact 
a far greater number of resi-
dential and commercial devel-
opments, including golf 
courses. 

Public comment on the pro-
posed Nation Wide Permits 
(NWPs) expires Oct. 6, mak-
ing the way for the new rules 
which affect jurisdictional wa-
ters of the United States—wet-
lands, streams, lakes, etc. 

Although the new NWPs 
have not been officially con-
firmed, experts in the field an-
ticipate few changes before the 

Continued on page 32 

The 8th hole on the Creek 9 at Aliso Viejo (Calif) Golf Club displays Jack Nicklaus and son Jack 
II's personal touch. They designed the Ridge, Creek and Valley nines at the new public facility in 
Orange County. 

N i c k h u s e s c o l l a b o r a t e f o r A M H 
ALISO VIEJO, Calif. — Jack Nicklaus 

and Jack Nicklaus II have opened their 
latest creation, Aliso Viejo Golf Club here, 
a 27-hole public facility midway between 
Los Angeles and San Diego. 

The ninth Jack-Jack II co-design and 
the first in California, the project is 
under the auspices of ClubCorp. USA, 
Inc. and AMH Golf Corp., a Newport 
Beach-based land-development com-
pany specializing in golf, recreation 
and hospitality properties. 

Carved from a dramatic site offering 
panoramic views of the Saddleback 

Mountains, Aliso Viejo is laid out in 
three distinctive nines — Ridge, 
Creek and Valley — and features 
more than 100 feet of elevation 
change. 

"As I get older, the desire to do a 
lot of golf courses on my own is di-
minishing/' said Nicklaus. "But the 
desire to continue what I've built with 
my family is getting greater. So the 
opportunity to work with Jack (II) ... 
is something I look forward to a great 
deal. We have a good relationship; 
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Assistants often 
underappreciated 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

STEIDEL'S PRETTIEST AT POLSON 
Poison Country Club's 6th hole may be the best par-5 John 
Steidel has ever designed. It is certainly the prettiest, he said. 
For more on the new 9, which brings Poison to 27 holes to the 
Montana facility, see story on page 33. 

Machine takes 
overseeding 
to next level 
B y A . O V E R B E C K 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 
— Turf Solutions has de-
veloped the Dry Sprayer, a 
machine using new 
overseeding technology 
that dramatically increases 
the speed, accuracy and 
germination time over 
standard overseeding 
techniques. Adapting air-
blast technology com-
monly found in agricultural 
equipment, the Dry 
Sprayer blows seed di-
rectly into the turf canopy. 

"We have modified this 
ag-based small crop ma-
chine into one suitable for 

Continued on page 26 

While head superintendents 
are seeking increased recogni-
tion and money for themselves, 

they are also en-
c o u r a g i n g 
course owners 
and members 
to upgrade the 

salaries and 
benefi ts of 

their assistants. 
Nationally, the mean salary 

paid superintendents is 
$53,205, almost double the 
$27,981 average salary of as-
sistants, according to 1998 fig-
ures provided by the Golf 
Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America (GCSAA). 

Why pay assistants more? 
Continued on page 19 




