
Spencer 'bunker wrap7 saves 
edges, hastens germination 

Bill Spence's crews use Typar-like covers for the same purposes on bunker edges as they do on greens. 

B y M A R K L E S L I E 

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Employing 
the same theory as with putting 
green covers, Bill Spence has de-

vised a "bunker wrap" that greatly pro-
tects bunker faces from desiccation while 
speeding up germination so the traps 
quickly return to play. 

"We've been doing this for two years 
and have had great luck with it," said the 
superintendent at Country Club in 
Brookline, which will host the Ryder Cup 
competition, Sept. 24-26. 

The "bunker wrap" is actually old Typar 
covers that have outlived their useful-
ness, or a geotextile fabric that can be 
bought in big rolls. "We cut them up to fit 
the bunker lips," Spence said, explaining 
that after the bunker is restored and the 
edging is seeded, the material is wrapped 
around the edging. 

"We wrap as soon as we seed unless it's 
the middle of the summer and the wrap 
would cause heat-related problems," he 
said. "The warmer earth speeds up ger-
mination and rooting, and we get those 
bunkers in play very quickly. It stabilizes 

those high bunker faces a little earlier. So 
early play is less prone to do damage if 
folks walk over the high edge." 

A number of people who came to look 
at the bunkers couldn't believe Spence's 
crews had seeded them, he said. 

He said that after sodding a number of 
bunker faces in 1984 and 1985, the sod 
began to decline in about five years. "The 
bunker faces are so steep," he said, "that 
we can't do what we need to do culturally 
to maintain sod over a long period of 
time. We couldn't aerify it, so the thatch 
built up and it inhibited root and air move-
ment. So we had to redo those bunkers in 
a major way. Since then, whenever we 
can, we seed the bunkers." 

He said he's using the "wrap" on new 
bunkers to promote old-looking growth, 
and on older bunkers to protect the 
grass (which is growing in sand) from 
desiccation. 

"Most of the bunker lips — anything 
that is questionable — are covered," 
Spence said. 

Members of The Country Club, a 27-
hole layout that includes the venerable 

old Willie Campbell-designed 18, have 
paid particular attention to maintaining 
its character, Spence said. In keeping 
with this is a desire to retain the integrity 
of the bunkers. 

When golf course architect Rees Jones 
came to Brookline in 1984 to restore it for 
the U.S. Open, he was "very cognizant of 
what had happened at Pebble Beach," 
where a bunker renovation made the 
course appear modern as opposed to the 
wind-blown Pebble of old, Spence said. 

"Very often if you do major restoration 
work on an old bunker, you come out 

with a bunker that doesn't resemble the 
one you started with," Spence said. "That 
old character is very, very hard to recre-
ate once you undo it. It comes from years 
and years of wind and accumulated sand." 

The "bunker wraps," he feels, help the 
rejuvenated edges grow into their old, 
wild look of the past. 

All the bunker work of the past couple 
years has benefited The Country Club's 
grounds crew. 

"We've gotten better at it as we've gone 
along," Spence said. "I've actually had a 
few architects call to ask how we did it." 

Beat Turf Stress Caused 
By Water Repellency 

r i A Q U A I R O L S 

SOIL S U R F A C T A N T 

Day 1 : Turf decline, wilt, and 
LDS evident on green and 
apron. Area treated with 
A q u e d u c t at 8 OZ./1000 s q . f t . 

Day 7: Recovery of area nearly 
complete. Aqueduct reapplied 
at 8 oz,/1000 sq. ft. to continue 
treatement process. 

Day 14: Green and apron 
area no longer show 
symptoms of turf decline, 
wilt, or LDS. 

The Most Effective Tool To Treat LDS 
From Tee To Green 

r i A Q U A T R O L S 800-257-7797 
Formulating For Effectiveness 

Fax: ( 609 )751 -3859 / www.aquatro ls .com 

Tools of the Trade 
Golf Course Maintenance Supplies 

Ben Meadows Company 
is your source for thousands of quality 
products. We have specialty items for 

soil sampling, weather monitoring and 
environmental testing in addition 

to standardy everyday supplies. 

You can count on Ben Meadows for 
outstanding customer service and 

top-notch technical support. We've 
assisted thousands of superintendents 

and other professionals with their 
equipment needs since 1956. 

Give us a try! 
See how easy it is to order 

products by phone and have them 
delivered directly to your course. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Contact Us Today For Your 
Free Catalog! 

1-800-241-6401 
www.benmeadows.com 

BEN MEADOWS COMPANY 
Equipment for Natural Resource Managers 

http://www.aquatrols.com
http://www.benmeadows.com

