
BRIEFS 

MARTIN JOINS SIBBALD ASSOC. 

ST. LOUIS — Randall Martin, long-
time businessman and green commit-
tee chairman, has joined John Sibbald 
Associates, a 23-year-old search firm spe-

cializing in recruit-
ing superinten-
dents, general 
managers and golf 
professionals for 
private clubs. Mar-
tin is former green 
committee chair-
man at Algonquin 
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Louis and current chairman at Crystal 
Downs Country Club in Northern Michi-
gan. He can be reached at 616-352-9421. 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOLF ADDS PAIR 

Eric Bescoby John McNair 
CALABASAS, Calif. — Environmen-

tal Golf has appointed Eric Bescoby 
director of golf course maintenance 
and John McNair director of golf man-
agement. Bescoby, formerly director 
of Rain Bird's golf division, will man-
age the business unit dedicated to golf 
course maintenance at current courses 
and seek to increase overall business. 
McNair, formerly general manager of 
Environmental Golfs Cherokee Run 
Golf Club in Conyers, Ga., will oversee 
golf course operations and the devel-
opment of new management services. 

CMAA CONFERENCE SET 

SAN FRANCISCO —The Club Man-
agers Association of America will hold 
its 72nd World Conference on Club 
Management and 22nd Annual Expo-
sition in San Francisco from Feb. 28 
through March 4. Approximately 90 
conference sessions will focus on a 
variety of topics. For more informa-
tion contact 703-739-9500. 

GOLF TRUST BUYS COOKS CREEK 

CHARLESTON, S.C.—Golf Trust of 
America has closed its acquisition of 
Cooks Creek Golf Course, an 18-hole 
upscale, public facility located in 
Ashville, Ohio, near Columbus, for $6.1 
million. The course will be leased to 
Cook/Rainieri Management. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Getting right to the heart of the matter 
A little forethought can help Automated external defibrillators: 
emergency personnel save a life standard equipment for courses? 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

LOMPOC, Calif. — After Village Country Club lost one 
member to a heart attack while on the course, and another 
collapsed from allergic reaction to a bee sting on the 8th green, 
the president and su-
perintendent had an 
idea that many courses 
across the country 
might copy. 

They labeled all pe-
rimeter out-of-bounds 
posts with the street 
address of the nearest 
house. Therefore, if an 
ambulance needs to be 
called, by cellular 
phone or radio, life-
saving time can be 
saved. 

"With a member-
ship whose average 
age is 65, we need to 
minimize medical 
emergency response 
time," said superinten- The street address of the house in the background is posted on this out-of-bounds marker at Village 

CC to help emergency vehicles quickly locate an injured golfer. dent Bob Taeger . 
"Hopefully, the plan will never be needed. But, if an emergency 
does occur, the few minutes saved locating the emergency site will 
minimize the injury." 

Continued on page 52 

B y D O R O T H Y N E L S O N S T O O K E Y 
Without warning, while enjoying a round of golf, an elderly man 

with no known heart disease collapses from sudden cardiac arrest. 
Fire department personnel respond in less than eight minutes. 

But they have no auto-
mated external 
defibrillator (AED). 
They initiate CPR. 
Twenty-two minutes 
later, paramedics ar-
rive with a de-fibrillator 
to shock the man sev-
eral times. But it's too 
late. He's dead. 

I didn't write this 
scenario to scare golf-
ers and course opera-
tors. In fact, I didn't 
write it. It's the first 
paragraph of an 
American Heart Asso-
ciation (AHA) pam-
phlet called "Cardiac 
Arrest and the Need 
for Early Defibri-
llation." The AHA is 

leading a campaign to have AEDs installed in emergency ser-
vice vehicles and public places, such as office buildings and 
sports arenas. Some country clubs and golf courses have bought 

Continued on page 50 

ClubCorp, Golden 
Bear develop first 
joint golf project 

DALLAS — ClubCorp and 
Golden Bear International—which 
recently formed a partnership to 
build, own and operate Jack 
Nicklaus signature courses world-
wide — will develop their first joint 
venture project in Dahlonega, Ga., 
located an hour north of Atlanta. 

The newly formed joint venture 
is developing the signature 
Nicklaus links and related club fa-
cilities at BirchRiver, a new mixed-
use development. The new layout 
will be semi-private when it opens 
in the summer of 2000, with plans 
for it to become fully private as the 
BirchRiver community matures. 

"We know this project at 
BirchRiver is only the beginning of 
a highly successful partnership," 
said Dave Richey, vice president of 
development at ClubCorp. 

The new course will be situated 
in the Chestatee River valley, sur-
rounded by mountain views and 
known for its past and present op-
portunities to pan for gold. The 
course will play across the river 
five times, and feature an island 
green. Other amenities will include 
a clubhouse, swimming pool, ten-
nis court, pro shop, and dining fa-
cilities. 

"Over the years, we have teamed 
Continued on page 49 

RCGA sells Glen Abbey to ClubLink 
OAKVILLE, Ontario, Canada — The 

Royal Canadian Golf Association (RCGA) 
has reached an agreement to sell Glen 
Abbey Golf Club to ClubLink Corpora-
tion, setting the stage for RCGA growth 
and regionalization in Canada, according 
to Executive Director Stephen Ross. 

The deal was expected to be completed 
and the purchase price announced by 
late January. 

As part of the association's long-range 
plan, the RCGA is currently surveying 
properties in the Greater Toronto Area, 
Montreal and Calgary. 

"We have taken the first step towards 
creating a new foundation for golf in 

Canada," explains Ross. 'This deal opens 
many doors of opportunity to further de-
velop our grassroots initiatives, as well as 
develop new golf facilities, all focusing on 
enhancing support of the game across 
the country." 

The RCGA has owned the Jack 
Nicklaus-designed Oakville layout since 
1981, but the association's desire to geo-
graphically expand and continue to de-
velop its member programs resulted in 
this decision. 

Contributing factors to the sale of Glen 
Abbey included: 

• the RCGA's plan to increase its pres-
Continued on page 49 

Rolling Hills Golf Club in Davie, Fla., the course where the movie "Caddyshack 9 was filmed, was 
recently purchased and renovated by Wayne Huizenga's Florida Panthers Holdings. See story 
on page 1. 
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