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Celebrate Virginia to build five courses in major plan 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

FREDERICKSBURG, Va. 

— Construction has be-
gun on a 2,100-acre commercial 
development along Interstate 95 
between Richmond and Wash-
ington, D.C. that will eventually 
include five golf courses and 
serve as a starting point for his-
torical tours of the area. 

In addition to the five courses, 
Celebrate Virginia will include 
2.4 million square feet of com-
mercial space; a 600-acre visi-
tors campus offering first-class 
accommodations, on-site histori-
cal and cultural attractions; an 
eco-center and conference fa-
cilities; and a world-class of-
fice campus. 

The golf courses will be lo-
cated across the Rappahannock 
River from the main commer-
cial center. 

Enclosed gondolas will ferry 
golfers across the river to the 
links. 

The Silver Companies, a ma-
jor Fredericksburg firm, is de-
veloping Celebrate Virginia. 

The company's chief execu-
tive officer, Larry Silver, ex-
pected to choose by the end of 
the year between several dif-
ferent golf development firms 
to oversee the golf compo-
nent. 

The golf developer would 
choose five different architects 
to design the courses and be 

expected to operate the golf 
resort once it opened, Silver 
said. 

Silver said he planned to start 
construction on the first course 
by mid-1999 and have all five 
open within five years. 

Between 150 and 300 two-bed-
room golf villas may be built to 
accommodate those doing busi-
ness with corporations in the 
office campus. 

Childs busy 
in Michigan 

SYLVAN LAKE, Mich. — Don 
Childs Associates is working on 
several projects in Michigan. 
Work is nearly complete for the 
total renovation of Selfridge Air 
National Guard Golf Course in 
Mount Clemens. 

The project was a $2.6 million 
renovation. The old facility ex-
isted on an extremely flat site 
with very heavy soil conditions. 
Many rounds were lost each year 
to wet conditions in the spring 
and fall. 

The federal government con-
tract was awarded to Golf Course 
Construction, Inc. of Howell. 
Working under the guidelines 
of a federal contract brought 
many challenges and require-
ments in how the project was to 
be built, adminis tered and 
handled, Glenn Caverley of Golf 
Course Construction retained 
the services of Childs and De-
sign 3 of Lansing. 

The two firms maintained 
separate responsibility for adher-
ing to the strict quality-control 
requirements of the government 
contract and the renovation de-
sign of the new golf facility. 

Construction began the first 
of May, and was completed in 
November, except the seeding 
of two golf holes and the driving 
range. To eliminate the drain-
age problems of the old golf 
course site, the builder exca-
vated a series of five ponds to 
capture storm and sub-surface 
drainage. 

The entire site is graded so 
that there is a minimum of a 3-
percent grade change. Surface 
water is captured by a series of 
storm-water collection basins 
that tie into the ponds. The five 
ponds that were excavated ac-
counted for approximately 
140,000 cubic yards of earth that 
was then used to construct the 
new green and tee complexes. 

Nine holes will be available 
for play mid-spring, with the re-
maining holes available by mid-
summer. The facility will also 
offer a new clubhouse and con-
ference facility, and a new main-
tenance facility. 

Meanwhile, Bay Valley Resort 
in Bay City is undergoing a com-
plete bunker renovation and res-
toration program. 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 

signals and confirms 
Hunter Industries' 
absolute commitment 
to the golf course 
irrigation market." 

A decade ago, Hunter introduced a unique series 
of rotors for the golf course irrigation market. 

successful Legacy 
Golf Irrigation product line. Today Hunter Industries 
announces the acquisition of Legacy, and with it our 
goal to become the 
number one choice in 
golf course irrigation. 
Legacy by Hunter 
offers a complete line 
of heavy-duty rotors, 
valves and controllers, 
including the Genesis 
central/satellite and Viking decoder control systems -
all reliable, efficient and cost competitive. 
And that's just for starters! 

Richard E. Hunter, CEO, Hunter Industries 

LEGACY Hunter Industries Incorporated 
1940 Diamond Street 
San Marcos, CA 92069 USA 
Telephone: 760-744-5240 
Fax: 760-744-7461 
www.LegacyGolf.com See Legacy at the GCSA Show Booth #1861 

http://www.LegacyGolf.com

