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first development off the ground 

From left, Spring Hill, Kan., Mayor Don Mattoxjim Colbert and Dave Rufjr., chief executive officer 
of Burns & McDonnell break ground at Sycamore Ridge Golf Course. 

Colbert team gets 
By M I C H A E L L E V A N S 

KANSAS CITY, Mo./SPRING HILL, 
Kan. — Colbert-Burns & McDonnell 
(CBM), a unique partnership created as 
a one-stop-shop for affordable, accessible 
golf design, development and manage-
ment, couldn't have asked for a more 
ideal start than Sycamore Ridge Golf 
Course in Spring Hill, Kan. 

For a city of 2,300 people, CBM helped 
secure financing; Jim Colbert and Finger 
Dye Span (FDS) did the design; Burns & 
McDonnell handled permitting issues 
and are currently executing course con-
struction; and when the course is open in 
2000, CBM will manage the course. 

"Spring Hill is a near-perfect example of 
what CBM was designed to do," said Jim 
Colbert, PGA Senior Tour player, founder 
of Jim Colbert Golf Design and Develop-
ment and public golf advocate. "It starts 
with a city or a county that has bonding 
capabilities, access to ground and water 
and has the political know-how to get a golf 
course project done. We then take the golf 
development from A to Z, right to the 
management of day-to-day operations." 

"Spring Hill's annual budget is $2 mil-
lion," said Larry Lundine, CBM's director 
for project development. "We executed a 
$9.8-million bond issue. The proceeds from 
the course will go to pay off the certificates 
with no tax dollars utilized." CBM esti-

mates it will cost $7.5 million to purchase 
the land and build the course. 

"Our golf courses aren't necessarily go-
ing to be downtown locations," said Colbert. 
"Chances are, they'll be in neighborhoods 
nearby where there's ground available." 

This means that CBM could meet with 
success if it sticks to its public-access 
mission within striking distance to a large 
populace. However, keeping their work 
outside of Metro areas could keep CBM 
from any direct First Tee funding, a fact 

of which Colbert, a stern First Tee be-
liever, is well aware. 

"Our projects may not qualify as The 
First Tee projects, but, through The First 
Tee, we'll be able to partner with parks 
and recreation departments to bus kids 
back and forth to the course," said Colbert. 
"We'll be involved one way or another." 

Colbert said the one-stop selling point of 
the CBM arrangement has opened many 
eyes in cities and counties that didn't think 
a golf course project was possible. 

CBM got off the ground in November 
1996, when Colbert decided to get in-
volved in relationship that could offer a 
community the whole "ball of wax." He 
decided to team his design and operation 
expertise with Kansas City-based Burns 
& McDonnell, an international engineer-
ing, architecture and consulting firm. 

"You have Jim Colbert with 30 years of 
operating and developing public golf 
courses. You add that to Burns & 
McDonnell, a 1,100-person engineering and 
project management firm and you have 
CBM," said Larry Lundine, CBM's director 
of project development. "Historically, a city 
would have to do 15 or 20 RFPs, one for 
clubhouse architect, one for the environ-
mental permitting, one for the civil engi-
neer, one for the course design, another for 
the financing. We have all that in-house. 

"For example, we have a number of 
projects in the environmental permitting 
stage right now. I walk down one floor and 
we have a team from our staff of environ-
mental permitting people who I can talk to 
to get updates. So the right hand always 
knows what the left hand is doing." 

But even with these in-house capabili-
ties, CBM is finding that it's tough to cut 
the pre-construction red tape. "We origi-
nally thought it would take a year and a half 
to get one of these projects done because 
you start from ground-zero," said Colbert. 
"But it's taking close to two years." 

According to Lundine, CBM will be 
doing three to six projects in 1999. 
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Pumps 

Watervlsion® UL Listed Controls: 
• Provides remote access, Windows based, fully interactive 

control. Monitor your pumping system with the easy-to-use 
computer interface from your office or home. 

• Intuitive, simple, point and press, touch-sensitive 
computer control panel with built-in maintenance 
and troubleshooting screens. 

• "Ride Throughf self diagnostics analyze system faults, 
and automatically keeps your station on line. No need 
to lose sleep during critical night watering cycles. 

• Exclusive, patented, Electronic Butterfly Valves provide 
surge-free back-up pressure regulation in the event of VFD faults 
and smooth pump start-stop transitions that other stations lack. 

• Breathe new life into your existing pump station with Watertronics 
touchscreen controls and electronic regulating valves. 

Pumping System: 
• All units custom-built to your 

watering schedule requirements, 
at costs comparable to others' 
off-the-shelf models. 

• The only manufacturer to provide 
full dynamic testing of every unit 
at the factory, with certification 
of performance. 

• Exclusive Mechanical Seals 
on vertical turbine pumps are 
maintenance-free, eliminating 
bothersome packing adjustments 
and spraying water. 

• The most durable, best looking 
finish in the industry — baked 
epoxy undercoat plus baked UV 
resistant polyurethane top coat. 

• One-piece, structurally engineered, 
seamless deck eliminates 
rust-prone welds, sharp edges and 
debris-collecting surface pockets. 

WATERTRQMÎGS 
525 Industrial Drive Hartland, Wl 53029 fax:414-367-5551 

Learn how over 30 years of irrigation pumping experience can make your 
life easier, and your watering system more dependable and efficient: 

Call Watertronics today to get the whole story about superior Watervision 
controls, retrofit conversions, and custom i>umping systems: 

1-800-356-6686 


