Spring Creek Ranch.

J. Kerns Heigle photo

DESIGN

EVELOPMENT

First Audubon Int’l course ready

By MARK LESLIE

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — It was a different
process but the same result: The first
Audubon International Golf Course will
open here this fall — the Jack Nicklaus-

stalled for one reason or another — to a
great extent because Dodson and Al-affili-
ated scientists are writing the “rules book”
as they go. In fall 1997, the Al Golf and the
Environment Land Trust was formed to

develop courses that would also serve as
environmental research and demonstration
centers. In September 1997, with areported
$300 million to $500 million in pledges from
its principles, The Golf Co. was formed to
partner with Al and identify and build Al
Golf Courses across the country.

designed Spring Creek Ranch.

“This is not how we thought we'd get
there,” said Audubon International (AI)
President Ron Dodson, “but it is truly the
first Audubon International Golf Course.”

Al courses, thought for the last year to
be on the verge of reality, have been
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Your reputation never looked better.

IRF

Professional Turf and
Landscape Fertilizer

When your grounds look good, you
look good, thanks to Turf Royale®,
the championship quality turf and
landscape fertilizer that combines nitrate
and ammonium nitrogen, highly
soluble phosphate, and chloride free
potash in every prill. N, P, K and S the
right way!

Split Nitrogen.

Fast Response.

Sustained Feeding.

Turf Royale supplies nitrate nitrogen
for quick green-up (even in cool
weather) and ammonium nitrogen for
longer term feeding.

7% Phosphate in an efficient, highly
soluble form for vigorous new growth.

Chloride Free Potash derived entirely
from potassium sulfate. No chlorides —
less salts. Improved resistance to turf
diseases and stress.

High Analysis; Application Efficiency.
Turf Royale’s 42% plant food content
stretches coverage capability. Fewer
trips. Less product to store and handle.
One 50 Ib. bag feeds over 10,000 sq. ft.
of established turf.

Homogeneous Prills — no segregation
of nutrients. Each prill contains the
3-1-2 ratio of nutrients. Your turf
receives precise, uniform feeding — no
“hot spots.”

Put Viking Ship® Turf Royale, the
professional turf and landscape
fertilizer for all seasons, to work
for you. Call us or your local fertilizer
dealer for more information.

Customer Service 1-800-234-9376
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But that first project, Dodson said, had
to be “ahome run,” and, for one reason or
another, none lived up to that billing.

That is, until Dr. David Meyer came
along. Meyer and Dodson had been in
discussions for a year about a 900-acre
property Meyer owns east of Memphis.
Meyer had signed Spring Creek Ranch
on to the Audubon Signature Program,
meaning Al's involvement would begin in
construction.

Then, in another surprise, Dr. Meyer
and his son Robb, who is project manager
for Spring Creek Ranch, decided in Feb-
ruary to build an Audubon Community
on the 500 acres not consumed by the
golf course.

Dodson had not envisioned the Spring
Creek Ranch property — and a family
like Meyer’'s — as the answer to his
dreams.

Last summer, Dodson decided that he
could accomplish his goals without actu-
ally acquiring, building and managing golf
courses. He only needed “a venue on
which Audubon International can’t be
tossed off; where we can develop envi-
ronmentally friendly research, with con-
trol of that research, in different eco-
regions. Why, then, own it?”

Meyer’s plan made any decision easy
for Dodson. He was to give Al a “conser-
vation easement” on the entire 400-acre
golf course.

“lI want you to have control,” Meyer
told Dodson.

A conservation easement is “a deeded,
fee-simple ownership,” Dodson ex-
plained. “We own any future development
rights on that 400 acres. And they are
telling me that if they do other things on
the rest of the 900 acres, they will give us
an easement on that, too.”

The easement, headded, “seriously gives
us a hammer. If anybody wants to do any-
thing on this course, they must get our
permission. It outlives Dr. Meyer and me.”

Al is still looking at lands that individu-
als and agencies have offered under the
original process, including a couple of
“dream properties,” Dodson said. “But it
has taken so long because there is no
recipe guide to do this; we are writing it
as we go.”

Does Spring Creek Ranch meet the
“home run” criteria?

“The property will be a home run.
There's no doubt about that,” Dodson
said. “What we originally envisioned was
being involved in the selection of the land
and doing an ecological design for the
property, and so forth and so on. In this
case, we weren't involved in that. They
already owned the land, had retained a
golf course architect and had a prelimi-
nary routing before they joined the
Audubon Signature Program. But they
are in the program and we have been
working for them a couple of years.

“What I really want to do is document
the process of selecting the right kind of
land on which to build a golf course. We
did not participate in that part of this
project. Other than that, yes, this is a
home run.”

Indeed, according Robb Meyer: “This
land is rare. When people think of Mem-
phis they think delta flat. But this prop-
erty has alot of rolling hills and elevation
changes, and the mature trees — sy-
camore and willows — are amazing.”

GOLF COURSE NEWS



