
Nickels' 3 Korean projects 
creep toward completion 

INTERNATIONAL REPORT 

A typical Korean golf course construction scene: Nickels' Mauna Ocean Resort course slowly takes shape along the hillsides. 

By M I C H A E L LEVANS 
SEOUL — Nickels Golf 

Group's recent activity may be a 
sign that golf is alive and well in 
South Korea and will continue to 
be so when the current economic 
cloud clears. 

Over the last year, Doug Nick-
els was commissioned to evalu-
ate existing, and create original 
course designs for three projects 
being sculpted on the sides of 
the mountainous Korean land-
scape. One project is near 
completion, while the other two 
are scheduled to open in full 
before 2000. 

Nickels recently oversaw the 
near completion of Mauna Ocean 
Resort near Kwangju, South 
Korea's ancient city. "Over the 
winter, this may have been the 
only golf course construction 
project going in Korea. The 
shaper left about a month ago," 
said Nickels. 

Built by Kolon Development 

Co., a subgroup of the Kolon 
Group, a textile and apparel com-
pany, Mauna offers ocean views 
from gentle, rolling hills — un-
characteristic of the typical Ko-
rean golf landscape. 

Kolon plans to add condomini-
ums and is considering the con-
struction of a high-tech theme 
park on the site. 

According to Nickels, Kolon 
decided to push ahead with 
course completion through the 
economic turmoil due to its pro-
posed opening date. "We were 
close enough to finishing and 
the owners had the foresight that 
everybody will be coming out of 
this crisis in a year or two, right 
when then they would be ready 
to open." 

Club 200, an 18-hole facility 
one hour northeast of Seoul, is 
Nickels' second Korean project. 
The owners plan to limit mem-
bership to 299. 

"The course has one hole left 

to shape, so we're waiting to see 
when we can finish," said Nick-
els. "Membership sales have 
pretty much stopped, which 
means capital expenditures have 
also stopped." The entire course 
is planted with the exception of 
two greens and one fairway. The 
50,000-square-foot clubhouse is 
half done. 

"It's in a gorgeous valley," said 

Nickels. "There are some moun-
tainous holes then there are 
some holes that blend together 
in a big bowl. The clubhouse will 
overlook six or seven holes." 

Club 200 plans to open nine 
holes this year and nine holes in 
1999. 

The third project is Tong Yang 
Country Club, 27 holes located 
one hour south of Seoul near 

Yong-In, a town which already 
has several golf courses. 

At this time, all rough shap-
ing is complete and irrigation 
is half done. However, con-
struction here has been put off 
until late summer, early fall. 
"The goal here is to stabilize 
what we have until work picks 
up," said Nickels. 

Continued on page 34 

T)rotect your valuable plants 
JL with the best winter 
overcoat you can buy -
Transfilm Anti transplant. 

Overcoat trees and 
ornamentals to protect 
from winter dessication. 

Overcoat fall transplanted 
trees and shrubs for sure 
success. 

Overcoat fungicide 
applications on greens, 
tees and other highly 
managed turf sites. 
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Get Attached To 
Great Top Dressing. 

Turfco Manufacturing Inc. 
1655 101st Avenue Northeast, Minneapolis, MN 55449-4420 

612/785-1000 Fax 612/785-0556 

You choose the truck- Jacobsen, 
Cushman, Toro or John Deere - we'll 

help you turn it 

into a quality top 

dresser. You'll top 

dress precisely 

and uniformly with 

the best applicator 

system in the 

business, a Turfco Mete-R-Matic? 

Its 19 cubic foot hopper coupled with 

your truck's high 

maneuverability 

speeds top 

dressing around 

tight areas and 

greens. Let us 

show you how. 
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Ristola scores environmental victory in Germany 
EMSTAL, Germany — A suc-

cess story has been created here 
on the banks of the River Ems by 
architect Tony Ristola in the 
shape of an extension to the 
Lingen Golf Course. 

The extension was vehemently 
opposed by environmental group 
Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz 
Deutschland e.V. (BUND). 

"The beginning of the con-
struction phase was, for both the 
environmentalists and the club, 
a small part of Hell," said Ristola. 

The resulting course, Ristola's 
second in Germany, led BUND 
to announce: "We admit this: We 
made a mistake. [The project] is 
now a model for the integration of 
a sports park in a protected area." 

The flat site was covered with 
7-foot-high stands of corn. 

"The second site visit got my 
heart racing with excitement," 
Ristola said. "A property border-
ing the course gave me the feel-
ing that something truly special 
could be created." 

To the southeast Ristola 
stumbled upon a 28-acre natural 

reserve of sand dunes, hillocks 
and hollows. The way forward for 
the Lingen extension suddenly 
became crystal clear — 'To re-
store the barren farmland to a 
version of it's original beauty." 

Test borings on the property 
revealed differing varieties of sand 
throughout, allowing Ristola to 
plan for extensive areas of ex-
posed sand and sandy waste. 

Course construction began on 
a Tuesday and by the Friday 
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BUND had called in the police 
and work was halted. A missing 
permit was finally granted and 
work recommenced in an atmo-
sphere of hostile tension. Ristola 
can now laugh at the situation 
which confronted him, but at the 
time, "No one was happy; the 
club, contractors, BUND or my-
self." 

All interested parties met for a 
site visit and Herr. Claus Alfes of 
BUND expressed his displea-
sure at the prospect of a "glori-
fied graveyard" of flat, green ex-
cornfield. 

It was here that Ristola made 
the breakthrough in communi-
cation. "I pointed to the eroded 
dunes on the nature reserve and 
explained that we would have 
vast expanses of open sand with 
g rassy is lands and native 
plantings. Herr. Alfes expressed 
his approval and I added that 
there would be more than he 
could possibly imagine." 

A much healthier communica-
tion line was opened up and con-
struction continued with the sup-
port of both the city authorities 
and BUND itself. 

At the end of May the finish-
ing touches were applied. BUND 
cited the following aspects as 
being crucial to its cooperation: 
That the new section of golf 
course (10 holes) has the dunes-
like character of the Ems river 
banks; that a wide corridor be-
tween the course and the reserve 
be left fallow; that the under-
ground pipe drainage (in place 
from agricultural use) be re-
placed with creek and wetland 
drainage system; that only na-
tive deciduous trees are planted; 
that a 1.5-km public footpath 
should run through the new sec-
tion of the course. 

Nickels project 
Continued from page 33 

Developed by Tong Yang Lei-
sure Co., Tong Yang Country 
Club is a good example of just 
how huge Korean golf course 
construction projects can be. 

Being a semi-mountainous 
country, Korea's flatter land in 
the bottom of the valleys is dedi-
cated to agriculture or urban 
growth. Golf, and other recreation, 
is relegated to the mountains. 

Tong Yang was carved out of a 
mounta ins ide following the 
movement of 7 million cubic 
meters of earth and rock to ac-
commodate not only the course, 
but access roads and other con-
struction amenities. 

"Golf courses are huge civil 
engineering projects in Korea," 
said Nickels. "Our involvement 
has been to work with the Ko-
rean architects, who are basi-
cally civil engineers. We lend 
our expertise in the design and 
sculptural side. They move the 
millions of yards, we work with 
them to sculpt it." 
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