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Crisis in Canada
puts clamps on
course spending

By PETER BLAIS

TORONTO — The cry of the
Loony — as Canadians call their
one-dollar, bird-imprinted coin —
has been a mournful sound for
superintendents and suppliers of
U.S.-manufactured course equip-
ment as the plummeting Canadian
dollar has made those items in-
creasingly expensive for Canadian
course managers.

By early August, the Canadian
dollar had fallen to a record low,
an equivalent of approximaiely 65
centsin U.S. currency. Thatrepre-
sented a 15-percentdecline from a
year earlier and was forcing some
superintendents to consider cut-
ting back, or at the very least

Continued on page 49

The British
are coming

By TREVOR LEDGER
& MARK LESLIE

Over 100 years
ago the “fa-
thers” of golf course
design boarded
steam packets and
headed west over the
Atlantic Ocean to
share the “gospel”
according to St.

Maybe a first: Gary Player, Tom Fazio, Pete Dye, Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus
all in one room at the same time for the project announcement in Palm Beach Gardens.

Developmental tidal wave
hits Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

By PETER BLAIS

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla.
— Three major golf projects lo-
cated within 15 minutes of one
another are in the works in this
southeast Florida community that
is already home to many upscale
private and public facilities.

A Catholic priest, who wants to
pair a golf course with a treatment
center for troubled teens, hopes
to close on a 500-acre parcel for
the facility here this fall; Go/f Di-
gest magazine plans to build a
home for its golf schools and a
venue to entertain corporate cli-

ents; and Jack Nicklaus is design-
ing what many people are calling
his legacy near his South Florida
home.

Father Leo Armbrust, who is the
team chaplain for the NFL's Mi-
ami Dolphins and the Big East
Miami Hurricanes football teams,
is negotiating with the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation to purchase the property,
where he plans to build Renais-
sance Village.

Armbrust hopes to build a pri-
vate course co-designed by Jack

Continued on page 34

annya and the initial results of the
country’s first “environmental test
course,” to illustrating the best practices
for everyday operations, the upcoming
Public Golf Forum promises practical help
in its conference Maintenance sessions.

To be held at Rancho Las Palmas
Marriott Resort here, Oct. 26-27, the Golf

geared toward su-
perintendents, general managers, own-
ers and developers of public-access golf
facilities.

Following keynote addresses by Dr.
Michael Hurdzan on Monday and PGA
Tour star Greg Norman on Tuesday, each
Continued on page 41

Public Golf Forum Maintenance Track:
Long-sought solutions unveiled

By MARK LESLIE

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. — From un-
veiling the long-sought solution to poaz

Course News-spon-
sored national con-
ference and expo is
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PUBLIC GOLF FORUM

Andrews.

Now, following 60
years of one-way
eastbound traffic
(with the odd excep-
tion bucking the
trend), a trickle of
British design evan-
gelists is lighting the
fires of revival.
Saddle your horse,

Continued on page 36
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HURDZAN/FRY: LIKE A ROLLING STONE

Heavy machinery is dwarfed by the boulder work at Olde Stonewall Golf Club outside Pittsburgh.
The clubhouse and maintenance building bring the British countryside to mind. See story page 27.




Canadian crisis
Continued from page 1

delaying purchases of U.S. and
other foreign-made supplies.

“It's no wonder that people
who make large purchases in the
U.S. would be backing off or re-
ducing them this year,” said
Vince Gillis, executive director
of the Canadian Golf Superin-
tendents Association (CGSA).

Added CGSA President Doug
Meyer of Cedarbrook Golf &
Country Club in St. Sophie, Que-
bec: “This will definitely affect
our capital budgets when we are
buying new equipment, as well
as other course supplies such as
chemicals, fertilizers, seed, parts
and course supplies. The only
products that will not be affected
are those produced in Canada.

“At this time it appears that
U.S. products will increase in
cost more than those from Eu-
rope. As aresult, many golfclubs
may choose to lease equipment
manufactured in the U.S. rather
than buy new equipment out-
right. As for the rest of the prod-
ucts, we will have to budget an
extra 15 percent for our next
budgetary year. Some courses
will delay purchases until the
spring in the hope that the Cana-
dian dollar rebounds. However
they choose to deal with the situ-
ation, the low dollar is sure to
negatively impact profits in the
coming year.”

The effects of Canada’s strug-
gling dollar may be somewhat
offset by thisyear’'sincreased play
at Canadian courses, according
to Nolan Duke of G.C. Duke
Equipment Ltd. of Burlington,
Ont., a Canadian distributor of
U.S.-made products such as
Ransomes, National and Smithco.

“The exchange rate,” Duke
said, “has caused our prices to
go up 7 to 8 percent, which really
would have screwed up budgets.
3ut the weather up here since
April has been phenomenal. Al-
most no weekends have been
lostto rain and golf courses have
been busy from dawn to dusk.
So, it doesn’t seem it will have as
much impact as you would think.

“We have had some custom-
ersask whether they should wait
until spring. Will things be bet-
ter or will they be worse? People
are concerned about it. But most
have had such good years that
it's really not the prime thing on
their minds. Most are looking to
reinvest the money in their golf
courses and pay less taxes. It's
had an effect in that people are
calling their bankers to see
where rates are going. But we
don’t think it will be as drastic as
it might have been. If it had been
a rainy season, it might have re-
ally kicked the heck out of us.”

The CGSA’s Gillis agreed this
has been a good revenue year for
Canadian courses, due again, in
part, to the weak Canadian dollar.

“It [the weak dollar] has been
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great for tourism in Canada,”
Gillis said. “More people have
stayed at home and visited their
own resorts and attractions in-
stead of going to the U.S. Older
people who normally spend five
or six months in Florida, are hav-
ing to rethink their plans. Every
other part of our economy is do-
ing well — inflation is low, unem-
ployment is lower than it’s been
in a long time, the Gross Domes-
tic Product is rising. Everything

SUPPLIER BUSINESS

is great, except the dollar.
Meyer has also noted an in-
crease in play. “Public courses
near the border,” he said, “will
definitely see an increase in play
as it is a real bargain to play at
Canadian courses this summer.
Also, large resorts with golf facili-
ties report an increased number
of American players. Private coun-
try clubsand courses further from
the border will benefit less.
Duke said he and other suppli-

ers will have a better idea of
what impact the exchange rate
will have within the next 60 to 90
days when golf courses begin
their 1999 budget years.

“The golfindustry is much like
the municipal industry, they may
be six months to ayear behindin
actual spending, because they
wait until they have acquired the
wealth to actually spend it,” said
George Bannerman of
Bannerman Ltd., a Toronto-

based manufacturer and dis-
tributor of topdressing, aeration
and seeding equipment. “If they
made money at golf this year, it
will reflect somewhat on what
they buy this year but more so
next year.”

On the other side of the coin,
Canadian manufacturers distrib-
uting in America may be benefit-
ing from the loony’s woes since
the exchange rate makes Cana-

Continued on page 54
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“SR 1020 provides year round
consistency, even during the brutal
Texas summers. The disease and
stress resistance has been nothing
short of spectacular. The
membership at Great
Southwest demands
championship caliber greens,
and SR 1020 delivers.”

Chris Mattingly —
Great Southwest Golf Club
Grand Prairie, TX

“Most of our play occurs during
the hot summer months. SR 1020
stands up to the traffic all season
long. Its dense, upright growth
and deep green color make it a
terrific putting surface, and its
improved pythium resistance gives
me one less thing to worry about
during hot, humid weather.”

David Carr —
Olde Atlanta Golf Club
Suwanee, GA

“SR 1020 was selected for The
Boulders because of its upright,
dense growth habit and high
surface quality. It allows us to more
easily maintain our consistent green
speeds, and to resist Poa annua
invasion.”

Scott McBeath —
The Boulders
Carefree, AZ

|
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DOMINANT Creeping Bentgrass Blend combines the heat SEED N‘ RESEARCH

tolerance of SR 1020 with the cold tolerance of Providence.

OF OREGON, INC.

27630 Llewellyn Road * Corvallis, OR 97333, U.S.A. * Telephone: 1 (800) 253-5766 * Fax: (541) 758-5305  E-Mail: info@sroseed.com
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Vietnam’s growing pains: Part i

Edit Note: The following is part II of Andrew
Qverbeck’s overview of the Vietnamese golf course
development market. The story picks up from page
46 of September’s Golf Course News.

By ANDREW OVERBECK

he next two golf courses are in
Dalat and Phan Thiet and are close
enough to be weekend courses for Ho
Chi Minh City residents, but they area
best positioned to attract resort golfers
and other Asian members.
Both courses are owned by Danao In-
ternational and were assisted in the con-

“They Are
Absolutely
Great!”

Steve Glossinger, Superintendent

Caves Valley, Owings Mills, MD
former superintendent

Oakland Hills Golf Club — 96 U.S. Open site

“I used the TRUE-
SURFACE® Vibratory
Greens Rolling System
prior to the U.S. Open
to maintain consistency
in our greens and each
day during the Open for
USGA speed require-
ments. The rollers were
used following the Open
to provide the consistent
conditions expected by
our members and
guests. I found the
rollers to be exactly
what we needed. They
are absolutely great!”

For Your Demo
Call Today
1-800-443-8506

TRUE-SURFACE

Visit our web site at
http://www.true-surface.com

struction process by International Man-
agement Group (IMG) and its golf course
design team.

The principal investor behind both
projects was the late Larry Hilbloom (the
“H” in DHL) who died in 1995. While the
Dalat Palace Golf Club was already con-
structed at that point, his death severely
affected the development pace of Ocean
Dunes in Phan Thiet. They have faced
numerous funding setbacks and construc-
tion delays due to the sticky issues sur-
rounding the settling of Hilbloom’s estate.

However, the course was completed in
July of 1996, and the 123-room Novotel
hotel just held its soft opening this April.
The Nick Faldo signature seaside course
is outstanding and at the moment is prob-
ably the best conditioned in Vietnam.

The Dalat Palace Golf Club is the best
situated in Vietnam. Dalat is a prime tour-
ist destination, is easily reached by plane
from HCM City, and boasts comfortable
weather year-round. The course is lo-
cated in the heart of Dalat offering pan-
oramic town views from its hillside perch.

The cool weather enables the club to
have tee-to-green bentgrass — only one
other course in Asia can boast this dis-
tinction. However, the course is still with-
out a permanent clubhouse and mem-
bers facilities — they will need more
members in order to afford this next step.
While other facilities are lacking, accom-
modation is readily available at both the
Sofitel and Novotel hotels that are a part
of the project.

Currently, the two clubs are in a bit of
a transition period. IMG is no longer pro-
viding the management services and have

downgraded its position to a
“consultancy.” Further, in order for both
resorts to take off, international access
must improve. An international airport is
planned for Dalat in the coming years,
but getting to Phan Thiet is still a treach-
erous four-hour drive from HCM City.
This is the last hurdle that the two golf
clubs must overcome if they are to com-
pete with other Asian resorts.

The story changes dramatically in the
North. There is only one golf course, the
King’s Island Golf Club which is precari-
ously situated on the banks of Dong Mo
lake, northwest of Hanoi. While they have
a solid lock on the market, this project
has struggled from the very beginning.

Due to a miscommunication between
the Thai investors and the local govern-
ment, the course was built below flood
level and the first phase of the golf course
construction was flooded out. It took the
better part of 1994 and 1995, to resolve
this problem, and as a result, the project
has lost investor interest. Some credibil-
ity has returned lately, as the full 18-hole
course has opened and is in high player
demand among expatriates on weekends.

Effectively, the “design” was done by
the owner, and it, therefore, lacks consis-
tency. It was inadequately constructed
and many of the greens have had to be
rebuilt. The project will require more in-
vestors if it is to become a success.

Clearly golf projects in Vietnam must
take along-term approach to development.
Despite the obstacles, however, there are
five golf projects that are licensed by the
MPI and are awaiting construction.

The firstis a Daewoo backed project in
the Dong Anh province located near the
Hanoi airport. However, with the collapse
of the Korean economy, the construction

Canadian crisis

Continued from page 49
dian-made products a better deal for U.S.
superintendents.

WALLIAM RAVEIS
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BANNER
RESORT

East Haddam, Connecticut
Opportunity  to
own an 18 hole
golf course on 231+
acres with additional
land for development.
This property is in a
resort zone, leaving
the development
potential endless.
There is also additional land
available with condominiums
in various stages.
Offered at $7,950,000
For More Information Call
Penny Parker
860-388-3936
33 Main Street,

CIRCLE #135
54 October 1998

CIRCLE #140

Bannerman expects to see a 15- to 16-
percent increase in U.S. sales, partly due
to the favorable exchange rate.

“The exchange rate has had a tremen-
dous effect on the awareness of the Ameri-
can citizen,” Bannerman said. “It’s like
getting a 35-percent discount on goods
because of the exchange rate. In the
Northern states, particularly, they are
very conscious of the American/Cana-
dian dollar relationship.”

Said Jim Hodge of Val Halla Golf Club in
Cumberland, Maine: “Itall depends on the
service. IfI can save a buck, fine. ButI also
need the product, when I want it... If I can
getthe same fertilizer I'm paying $13 abag
for now for $10 a bag [from a Canadian
supplier], I'd probably buy the $10 bag. If
I'm buying 100 bags, that adds up. But if
I'm just going to save 50 cents a bag,”

How the weakness of the Canadian
dollar affects Canadian buying habits may
be reflected by Canadian attendance at
next February’s Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America Interna-
tional Conference and Show. According
to Gillis: “Last year the GCSAA might
have noticed a drop-off in attendance be-
cause the Canadian dollar was at 67 or 68
cents. Now its an all-time low.”

Indeed Canadian attendance atthe 1998
show in Anaheim, Calif., was 593, down
from 880 in 1997 in Las Vegas, but about
the same as the 599 who went to Orlando,
Fla., in 1996.

“It’s too early to tell what Canadian
attendance will be this year,” said GC-
SAA spokesman Jeff Bolig.

of this project is well down the line. An-
otheristhe Do Son Golf Club in Haiphong
which is financed by the California In-
vestment Group.

The golf course industry has faced a
tough road in Vietnam, and the newly li-
censed courses will undoubtedly have their
growth problems. Hopefully, the industry
in Vietnam can benefit from their experi-
ences thus far and readjust their business
strategies to fit the current demands of the
market. As the Vietnamese economy con-
tinues to grow and to expand, the golf
market will undoubtedly expand as well.

In the meantime, the focus must con-
tinue to be on creating growth among the
local Vietnamese market and introducing
them to the game of golf. Movement in
each of these areas is presently detectable
and the golfin Vietnam will be richer for it.

Malaysia: Public Golf

Continued from page 13

to make them better golfers. With that in
mind, golfers are invited to enroll in the
seven-part “Homeless Golfers Program”
which has been created to ensure golfer
proficiency.

The classes cover everything from rules
and etiquette to golfing fundamentals and
techniques. Lessons from members of
the Malaysian National Team and other
qualified professionals are an integral part
of the program.

After they have completed the course,
they receive a “proficiency certificate”
and a free USPGA handicap rating that is
maintained by the club.

While educating the older golfers on
the finer points of golf is necessary to
maintain the integrity of the game, giving
junior golfers the opportunity to get on
the course is vital to the survival of the
game itself. Khamis is extremely excited
about his “Teen Golf” program.

“Having served as the general man-
ager of private clubs in the past, it has
been nearly impossible to set aside time
for juniors to have access to the course.
However at Seri Selangor, I have been
able to create my dream junior program
and it will be the center for junior devel-
opment in Malaysia,” said Khamis.
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