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Crisis in Canada 
puts clamps on 
course spending 
By P E T E R B L A I S 

TORONTO — The cry of the 
Loony — as Canadians call their 
one-dollar, bird-imprinted coin — 
has been a mournful sound for 
superintendents and suppliers of 
U.S.-manufactured course equip-
ment as the plummeting Canadian 
dollar has made those items in-
creasingly expensive for Canadian 
course managers. 

By early August, the Canadian 
dollar had fallen to a record low, 
an equivalent of approximately 65 
cents in U.S. currency. That repre-
sented a 15-percent decline from a 
year earlier and was forcing some 
superintendents to consider cut-
ting back, or at the very least 

Continued on page 49 

Maybe a first: Gary Player, Tom Fazio, Pete Dye, Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus 
all in one room at the same time for the project announcement in Palm Beach Gardens. 

Developmental tidal wave 
hits Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 
By P E T E R B L A I S 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 
— Three major golf projects lo-
cated within 15 minutes of one 
another are in the works in this 
southeast Florida community that 
is already home to many upscale 
private and public facilities. 

A Catholic priest, who wants to 
pair a golf course with a treatment 
center for troubled teens, hopes 
to close on a 500-acre parcel for 
the facility here this fall; Golf Di-
gest magazine plans to build a 
home for its golf schools and a 
venue to entertain corporate cli-

ents; and Jack Nicklaus is design-
ing what many people are calling 
his legacy near his South Florida 
home. 

Father Leo Armbrust, who is the 
team chaplain for the NFL's Mi-
ami Dolphins and the Big East 
Miami Hurricanes football teams, 
is negotiating with the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation to purchase the property, 
where he plans to build Renais-
sance Village. 

Armbrust hopes to build a pri-
vate course co-designed by Jack 

Continued on page 34 

The British 
are coming 
By TREVOR LEDGER 
& MARK LESLIE 

Over 100 years 
ago the "fa-

thers" of golf course 
design boarded 
steam packets and 
headed west over the 
Atlantic Ocean to 
share the "gospel" 
according to St. 
Andrews. 

Now, following 60 
years of one-way 
eastbound traffic 
(with the odd excep-
tion bucking the 
trend), a trickle of 
British design evan-
gelists is lighting the 
fires of revival. 
Saddle your horse, 

Continued on page 36 

Public Golf Forum Maintenance Track: 
Long-sought solutions unveiled 
By MARK L E S L I E 

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. — From un-
veiling the long-sought solution to poa 
annua and the initial results of the 
country's first "environmental test 
course," to illustrating the best practices 
for everyday operations, the upcoming 
Public Golf Forum promises practical help 
in its conference Maintenance sessions. 

To be held at Rancho Las Palmas 
Marriott Resort here, Oct. 26-27, the Golf 

PUB LIC GOLF FORUM 
Course ^ ^ - s p o n -
sored national con-
ference and expo is 
geared toward su-
perintendents, general managers, own-
ers and developers of public-access golf 
facilities. 

Following keynote addresses by Dr. 
Michael Hurdzan on Monday and PGA 
Tour star Greg Norman on Tuesday, each 

Continued on page 41 

N E W S P A P E R 

HURDZAN/FRY: LIKE A ROLLING STONE 
Heavy machinery is dwarfed by the boulder work at Olde Stonewall Golf Club outside Pittsburgh. 
The clubhouse and maintenance building bring the British countryside to mind. See story page 27. 



Penn A-4 
creeping 
bentgrass 

succeeds at 
Cypress Lakes 

"We just couldn't keep 
grass on this green 
before. I'd worry about 
keeping the players 
happy, but now I sleep 
better at night with 
Penn A-4 bentgrass." 

" We planted Penn A-4 in the fall of 1994, '95 and 
'96. We faced very poor grow-in conditions, 
including two hurricanes, and were still able to 
open for play eight weeks after seeding all three 
years. Willie and I have a very limited budget to 
work with, and have heard the hype about 
increased expense and labor involved with man-
aging newer bent varieties. With Penn A-4, we've 
found this simply isn't true. The exceptional 
putting surface we have obtained here at 
Cypress Lakes more than outweighs any addi-

tional effort on our part. It's a relief to know we 
have superior heat tolerance working for us in 
the south, and on this green in particular where 
nothing seemed to grow next to our namesake 
cypress lake. We maintain a 0.125" cut through-
out the summer, which makes for a truly consis-
tent year-round putting surface with no adverse 
affect on plant health. We believe that Penn A-4 
will continue to perform for our 18 greens 
here at Cypress Lakes, and we thank the team at 
Tee-2-Green for introducing it to us." 

Willie McGeachy, Superintendent Tom Prewitt, Co-owner 

Tee-2-Green@ 

PO Box 250 
Hubbard, OR 97032 USA 

800-547-0255 in U.S. 
503-651-2130 

FAX 503-651-2351 
bentinfo@tee-2-green.com 

Number 4 green, Cypress Lakes Golf Course, Hope Mills, North Carolina 

CIRCLE #112 

©1998 Tee-2-Green Corp. . 
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BRIEFS 
TUCSON, Ariz. —The Gallery Golf 

Club is on schedule to open in late 
November or December. The John 
Fought/Tom Lehmann design is part 
of the 300-home Dove Mountain mas-
ter-planned community at the base of 
the Tortolita Mountains. The private, 
18-hole club will be operated by O.B. 
Sports. Crown Golf was the course builder 
for developer Palos Verde Partners. • • • 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — A complete 
renovation of The Diplomat Resort & 
Country Club course was scheduled to 
begin in September, according to project 
manager Ed Bergman. Architect Joe Lee 
is overseeing the project. The course 
has been closed since April in prepara-
tion for the arrival of contractor Newgent 
Golf of Kissimmee. The renovated 
course should be ready for play by late 
spring or early summer 1999. • • • 

SOUTH BERWICK, Maine — The 
Outlook Farm Golf Course under con-
struction here is on target to open its 
first nine holes next June and the sec-
ond nine by August. Architect Brian 
Silva designed the 18-hole track for 
developer Tim Flynn. Frank O'Dowd 
is the course builder. 

Environmental 
group may buy 
proposed Mich, 
course land 

GLEN ARBOR, Mich. — Aland conser-
vation group has offered a deal that could 
end a 12-year battle over a proposed golf 
course along the Crystal River, accord-
ing to the Associated Press. 

Under the plan, the Homestead Resort 
would sell 180 acres of riverfront prop-
erty and wetlands to the Nature Conser-
vancy. 

The Washington, D.C.-based group 
eventually would sell the land to the fed-
eral government for inclusion in the Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. 

The Homestead in 1986 proposed 
building a championship course along 
the river. The plan has been held up by 
regulatory reviews and court battles. 
Opponents have complained the course 
would damage the environment next to 
the national lakeshore. 

In a prepared statement, resort offi-
cials said the proposal was being dis-
cussed but that "neither a formal agree-
ment nor a decision on a sale has been 
reached." 

GOLFING ON MAIN STREET IN THE BIG APPLE 
Architect Ronald S. Cutlip recently took golf to the streets ofMidtown Manhattan. Cutlip teamed 
with David Murbach, director of the Annual Rockefeller Center Flower and Garden Show, to 
build a putting green in the middle of America's largest city. Also sponsoring the project were the 
Metropolitan Golf Course Superintendents Asociation and LRS Golf a course contractor from 
New Philadelphia, Ohio. The $62,000 project was patterned after the Road Hole at Scotland's 
St. Andrews and the 16th hole at Augusta National The green was torn down after the show 
ended, but during its brief life was featured on CNN, WNBC, The Today Show, Home & Garden 
TV, News 12 Westchester, French and Russian television, The Golf Channel, Sports Illustrated, 
New York Newsday, The Daily News, Golf Digest Japan, Met Golfer and New York magazines. 
The New York City-based Cutlip, 38, is currently working on two golf course projects in Ohio, 
Briar Hill in Millersburg and Crystal Springs in Hopewell. 

op 'recious little in this world is truly reliable. 
In golf course architecture you've been able to depend on our dependability for over 20 years. 

1-800-523-3757 
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Or are there? 

Apply Barricade® 
this Fall for the only 
Crabgrass control 
that lasts through 
next season. Guaranteed. 
Only Barricade offers you Crabgrass control like this. Apply once this fall, 

when things are slower, and that's all you have to do to stop Crabgrass 

next season. That's because only Barricade offers you both the long 

residual and the performance that can last through the winter and 

deliver in the spring. Its low solubility and volatility means it stays put in 

the weed germination zone and won't break down over the 

winter months. And it is the only one guaranteed 

to last through the next season. There's nothing 

else that offers you this - nothing else can. 

So take care of one of spring's more frustrating chores this fall, and you'll 

have what everyone on the course wants: guaranteed success. 

To find out about the Barricade guarantee, call 1-800-395-TURF for the 

name of your Novartis Sales Representative. Or you can visit our website 

at www.cp.us.novartis.com 

N O V A R T I S 

Alamo® 

Award® 

Banner® MAXX® 

Barricade® 

Primo® 

Sentinel® 

Subdue® MAXX® 

Barricade is an important part of the Novartis Total Turf Program, 
the system of leading-edge products to help you protect and 

maintain your entire course throughout the year. 

trademarks of Novartis. Alamo Quarts are not registered for use in the state of California. Sentinel is not registered for use in the states of California and Florida. 

http://www.cp.us.novartis.com


Changes planned at Cape Cod layout 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

MASHPEE, Mass.—New York 
businessman Carl Icahn has pur-
chased New Seabury Country 
Club out of bankruptcy court and 
plans to begin major renovations 
to the 36-hole golf resort this fall. 

The bankruptcy court trans-
ferred ownership of the seaside 
property to New Seabury Part-
ners LLC, a subsidiary of Ameri-
can Real Estate Partners L.P., 
led by Icahn and Martin Hirsch, 
newly appointed president of 
New Seabury Partners LLC. 

New Seabury resort encom-
passes 2,000 acres of residential 
homes, resort villas, two champi-
onship courses, 16 tennis courts, 
conference facilities, restaurants, 
two pools, beach and cabana clubs 
and two miles of beach front. 

New Seabury's two widely re-
spected layouts, the Blue and 
Green championship courses, 
were both designed in the early 
1960s. The late Francis Ouimet 
once labeled New Seabury as the 
"Pebble Beach of the East." 

6*#Magazine recognized New 
Seabury as one of the top 100 ac-
cessible courses in America. 

Golf plan Ok'd 
in Connecticut 

M I D D L E T O W N , 
Conn. — Inland wetlands 
agency members recently 
approved plans for the Pin 
Oaks golf course. An ear-
lier golf course proposal 
was rejected in 1996. 

Developer Mark 
Quattro has put together 
180 acres of city-owned 
land, 30 acres to be pur-
chased from the estate of 
Josephine Czaja and 36 
acres from Robert Fusari. 
Quattro agreed to grant 
conservation easements 
totaling 82.5 acres with 
stewardship to be pro-
vided by the Middlesex 
Land Trust, the 
Middletown Conserva-
tion Commission and the 
Mattabeseck Audubon 
Society. 

Quattro must still ob-
tain approvals from the 
city's planning and zon-
ing commission, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
and the state Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion. He hopes to start 
construction next spring 
and open the course by 
summer 2000. 

Mike Zikorus is the 
course architect. Quattro 
expects to select from a 
list of a half-dozen poten-
tial builders sometime 
this winter. 

The oceanfront Blue course has 
hosted many state amateur cham-
pionships, three Massachusetts 
Opens, and the 1985 Ladies NCAA 
championship. Next September, 
the Blue Course will host the Jun-
ior Match in which the top 12 
juniors from the United States 
compete against the top 12 Euro-
pean juniors. The event will be 

played over the three days lead-
ing up to the Ryder Cup at The 
Country Club in Brookline, Mass. 

New Seabury Properties LLC 
has hired architect Rees Jones 
to oversee many of the renova-
tions which Jones had suggested 
in a master plan drawn up for the 
Blue and Green courses during 
the 1980s. Many of these reno-
vations were delayed because of 
the club's financial difficulties. 

According to Thomas Colombo, 
superintendent of golf operations, 
the renovations to the Blue course 
this fall will include: 

• recontouring of the 13th 
green to improve playability and 
increase cupping positions; 

• regrading of the 13th fairway; 
• framing the landing areas 

on the 13th and 15th fairways — 
two potentially dramatic holes 
that run parallel to one another 

— to help improve shot reten-
tion and visual perception; 

• rebuilding of the tee com-
plexes on 4, 14 and 18; 

• cart path renovations on 
both courses. 

International Golf Construc-
tion of Arlington, Mass., will 
work with Colombo and his staff 
beginning in October with 
completion slated for late No-
vember. 

OUR QUALITY 

Official 
Golf Course 
Equipment 
Supplier 

No one can accuse John Deere of standing 
still. Since 1995, we've added ten quality 
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about commitment to your business. 
New this year are the RZI 700 and the walk-
behind Aercore® 800. 

Effective and environmentally friendly, the 
RZI 700 lets you inject liquids directly to the 
root zone, eliminating drift and minimizing 

surface toxicity. The RZI 700 delivers treat-
ments up to six inches through 16 single- or 
multi-orifice nozzles. The 5,000-psi system 
ensures injections penetrate even hard-
packed soil. 

The Aercore 800 
delivers the 
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New Jersey community plans major recreation complex 
WEST DEPTFORD, N.J. — The township 

plans to build a golf course, skating rink, com-
munity center, marina, bicycle trails and am-
phitheater on 1,100 acres off Crown Point Road 
that the community hopes to acquire from 
Tenneco Inc. 

Purchasing the property, which has an esti-
mated value ranging from $3.5 million to $8 

million, would involve a combination of state 
Green Acre funds, proceeds from the settle-
ment of a federal Superfund lawsuit in Mantua, 
a land contribution from a private wetlands 
preservation group and township funds, ac-
cording to a report in the Cherry Hill Courier-
Post. 

Construction work could begin in April. 

Lightning claims S.C. golfer's life 
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — A 

man died on the 13th hole of a 
golf course when he and his wife 
apparently were struck by light-
ning, according to the Associ-
ated Press. 

The unidentified man, be-
lieved to be in his 60s and from 
Connecticut, was golfing at Co-
lonial Charters golf course when 

lightning struck, according to au-
thorities. 

Matt Griffith, an assistant pro-
fessional at the golf course, said 
lightning apparently hit a tree 
before striking the couple's um-
brella. Griffith said the course 
sounded a loud horn to warn play-
ers to leave the golf course be-
cause of the rough weather. 

The couple reportedly left the 
course for the clubhouse at the 
first sign of bad weather but re-
turned after the first threat 
passed. When the weather 
threatened again, the couple hid 
in a wooded area instead of try-
ing to make it back to the club-
house. 

Rulewich to turn 
Jersey landfill 
into golf facility 

MORRIS COUNTY, N.J. — A 
former sand and gravel quarry 
off Berkshire Road will become 
the county's fourth public golf 
course by the year 2001. 

Architect Roger Rulewich has 
been hired to design the $7 mil-
lion Berkshire Valley Golf 
Course layout over the badly 
eroding 367-acre site. 

The county park commission 
purchased the property for 
$475,000. It will cost another $1 
million to clean the site before 
construction can begin. 

In addition to the 18-hole, 
6,500-yard layout, a practice fa-
cility and clubhouse are also 
planned. 

Former NFL kicker 
to build Pa. links 

HALFMOON TWP., Pa. — 
Former National Football 
League placekicker Chris Bahr 
is part of a development team 
planning to build an 18-hole, 
public golf course here. 

Partners Bahr, Pennsylvania 
State University professor Fariboz 
Ghadar and landowner John 
Simpson envision a $4 million 
course on 160 acres of Simpson's 
land. The partners will present a 
preliminary plan to the township 
in October. If all goes as planned, 
the course could be ready for 
play by the year 2000. 

CASPER DESIGNS CALIF. TRACK 
LINCOLN, Calif. — Work has 

begun on the Lincoln Hills Golf 
Course here. Billy Casper and 
Greg Nash designed the 18-hole 
layout, located just northeast of 
Sacramento. Plans are to open 
the 6,927-yard course by fall 
1999. The greens will be planted 
in bentgrass and the fairways 
with ryegrass. 

Is ON COURSE. 
same advantages found in the Aercore 1000 
and 1500. Powered by an 18-hp engine, the 
800 covers a lot of ground at a coring swath 
of 31.5 inches. Four gears allow you to 

match productivity and speed. 

Add superior parts support plus our exist-
ing line of quality mowers, tractors, aerators, 
and utility vehicles, and youll see why John 
Deere is the fastest growing golf and turf 
equipment name in the world. 

For the name of your nearest distributor 
or free literature, call 1-800-537-8233. Or 
write John Deere, P.O. Box 12217, RTP, 
NC 27709-9601. www.deere.com 

NOTHING R U N S L I K E A D E E R E 

http://www.deere.com


Construction resumes on Arkansas golf facility 
CONWAY, Ark. — More than 

a month after hundreds of egrets 
were killed or hurt after their 
rookery was damaged by con-
struction equipment, a developer 
has been cleared to continue 
work, according to the Associ-
ated Press. 

"We have looked closely at the 
egret rookery situation and feel 
that no harm will be done to the 
birds if work is resumed several 
hundred feet away from them," 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
field supervisor Allan Mueller 
told AP. 

The agreement allows drain-
age work on one side of the de-
velopment of a golf course and 
subdivision in western Conway. 

Construction was halted in 
July after a bulldozer knocked 
down some trees the white birds 

TPC planned for 
New Orleans 

NEW ORLEANS — 
Construction of a new 
Tournament Players Club 
course in Westwego near 
Bayou Segnette State 
Park is expected to get 
underway by late 1999 and 
should be ready for play 
sometime in 2001. 

The state legislature 
has approved spending $6 
million to help build the 
daily-fee course, which 
has a total price tag of $16 
Million to $18 million, ac-
cording to Tim Hawes, 
vice president for TPC de-
velopments. Marreo Land 
Co. has donated 250 acres 
for the project. 

Much of the property is 
wetlands, meaning the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers must grant a permit 
for the project. An archi-
tect should be selected 
sometime this fall. 

used as roosts and for nesting. 
An estimated 600 birds were 
killed or injured. Many young 
egrets were dislodged from their 
nests and died because they 
were too young to fend for them-
selves. 

"The developers and city of 
Conway people have told us of 
the need to get drainage facili-

ties into place east of the rook-
ery before fall and winter rains 
set in, and we see no threat to 
the birds. This drainage work 
will be more than 500 feet from 
the rookery at the closest point," 
Mueller said. 

Egrets are not endangered or 
threatened, but are protected by 
federal and state regulations. 

Norman to design Houston course 
KATY, Texas — Ground 

breaking took place recently 
at Greg Norman-designed 
Meadowbrook Farms Golf 
Course in west Houston. 

A wooded stream that flows 
through the property will 
serve as the backbone of the 

course. Norman will intro-
duce his GN-1 bentgrass turf 
to Texas on the new layout. 

The 18-hole, daily-fee 
course is being developed by 
Landmark National and is 
scheduled to open in the fall 
of 1999. 

Missouri track to 
receive facelift 

LEE'S SUMMIT, Mo.—Chapel 
Woods Golf Course will get a $3 
million makeover, according to de-
veloper Mike Atcheson. 

The city rezoned 30 acres that 
allows commercial development 
along part of the course. The 
plan calls for a grocery, bank, 
three restaurants, shops, conve-
nience stores and improvements 
for the golf course. 

Atcheson has hired golf archi-
tect Don Sechrest to design the 
renovations. The latest plan is to 
build anew clubhouse, greens, 
tees and fairways and install 5.5 
miles of asphalt cart paths 
8 October 1998 

HERITAGE*—An Ounce of Prevention... 
HERITAGE is a highly flexible fungicide that exhibits both 
preventative and curative activity against most late summer, 
fall and winter turfgrass diseases including gray leaf spot, 
fusarium patch and snow mold, plus the following advantages: 
• Improves turf quality 
• Controls brown patch, Pythium, take-all patch, 

summer patch, anthracnose and snow mold 
• Reduced risk to environmental resources 
• Low risk toxicological profile 
• Low rates, extended spray intervals 
• Novel mode of action 

Fusarium Patch (Microdochium nivalej on Bentgrass 
100 

Once you learn about the powerful, 
preventative protection and its fit with your 
best management practices, you'll agree 
that its time to change the course of your 
turfgrass disease management program, 
with HERITAGE. 

For more information, contact your 
authorized Zeneca Distributor, or call 
Zeneca Professional Products Toll Free 
at 1-888-617-7690. 
www.zenecaprofprod.com 

0z./1,000 sq.ft. 0.4 

Application Interval (days) One application, treatment applied 3/7/96, final reading 3/18/96 

Dr. Larry Stowe I I, PACE Turfgrass Research Institute, San Diego, CA, 1996 

Red Thread (Laetisaria fuciformisjon Perennial Ryegrass 
100 - | 

US 84-96-P104 

HERITAGE HERITAGE Chipco Prostar Sentinel Sentinel Fore Bayleton Banner Eagle 
50WG 50WG 26019 Plus 40WG 40WG 80WP* 25WG 1.1 EC 40WP 

+ 
Aliette 80WP** 

Dr. Houston Couch, Virginia Tech, 1997 US 12-97-P902 

http://www.zenecaprofprod.com


Construction debris landfill to make way for golf facility 
SPRINGFIELD, Va. — Own-

ers of a construction debris land-
fill on Telegraph Road plan to 
build a nine-hole course and 
other recreational amenities 
over a closed portion of the land-
fill. 

The Fairfax County supervi-
sors recently approved Hilltop 
Sand & Gravel Co.'s proposed 

$8 million recreational complex 
that will initially include a nine-
hole course, miniature golf 
course, batting cages, club-
house, picnic area and snack 
shop. 

Lindsay Ervin has designed a 
nine-hole track. 

The developers hope to find a 
firm that can both cap the land-

fill and construct the course. 
Construction should begin early 
in 1999, with the facility ready 
for play by late summer or early 
fall 2000. 

Another nine holes are ex-
pected to be added in about 15 
years, once the part of the land-
fill that remains operational is 
full and has to close. 

GRIFFITHS DESIGNS TENN. COURSE EXPANSION 

MURFEESBORO,Tenn.—- 150-acre business park next 
Golf course architect Denis to the course. The city would 
Griffiths has begun work on a have to acquire an additional 
preliminary plan to expand 330 acres and then relocate 
the city-owned Old Fort Golf nine of the existing holes for 
Course from 18 to 27 holes. the entire project to work. 

The course expansion is The golf course work would 
part of an overall plan to de- represent $5.75 million of the 
velop a conference center and entire $50 million project. 

Peoria tribe 
plans to build 
Oklahoma links 

MIAMI, Okla. — The Peoria 
Tribe is reviewing bids for con-
struction of a golf course the 
tribe plans to build near here. 

The construction contract 
should be awarded soon, with 
construction starting in late Sep-
tember. NationsBank is financ-
ing the project. 

According to Chief Ron 
Froman, the 18-hole, par-72 pub-
lic course will be built on a 290-
acre tract two miles east of town. 
Plans include a driving range, 
clubhouse and a pro shop. 

The course should open next 
fall. Pittman, Poe and Associates 
is designing the course. 

witage? 

1Bozman, MT 2Amherst, MA 3Sayner (Plum Lake), Wl 
1 Dr. Rob Golembiewski, Montana State University, 1998 US 20-98-P900 
2Dr. Gail Schumann, University of Massachusetts, 1997 US 12-97-P550 
3Jeff Gregos, University of Wisconsin—Madison, 1998 US 63-98-P901 
PCNB either Revere 4000, Scotts FFII or Turfcide 400; Chipco 26019 either Chipco FLO or Chipco 26GT 

Application Interval (days) Two applications, all treatments applied at 28 day intervals 

Dr. Pat Sanders, Penn State University, 1995 USNP-95-P019 
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F U N G I C I D E 

C H A N G I N G T H E C O U R S E 

O F D I S E A S E C O N T R O L 

Z E N E C A Professional Products 

Always read and follow label directions carefully. HERITAGE® and DACONIL 
Weather Stik® are registered trademarks of a Zeneca Group Company. 
Aliette® and Chipco® are trademarks of Rhône-Poulenc Ag Company. Banner® 
and Sentinel® are trademarks of Novartis Corporation. Bayleton® is a trademark 
of Bayer Corporation. Eagle® and Fore® are trademarks of Rohm and Haas 
Company. Prostar® is a trademark of AgrEvo. Revere® is a trademark of 
LESCO, Inc. Rubigan® is a trademark of Dow AgroSciences. Scotts FFII® is a 
trademark of The Scotts Company. Turfcide® 400 is a trademark of Uniroyal 
Chemical Company, Inc. 
©1998. Zeneca Inc. Zeneca Professional Products is a business of Zeneca Inc. 

Casper, Nash 
team in Chicago 

HUNTLEY, 111. — Construc-
tion is progressing on Greg 
Nash/Billy Casper-designed 
Whisper Creek Golf Course in 
this Chicago suburb. 

The course, owned by Del 
Webb, will be the centerpiece of 
Del Webb's Sun City master-
planned community. 

Whisper Creek, which is ex-
pected to open by summer 1999, 
will be a 7,140-yard layout. Fair-
ways, tees and greens will be 
planted with bentgrass, roughs 
with fescues and bluegrass. 

Construction management 
will be handled by Lohmann Golf 
Designs and final shaping and 
grow-in by Golf Creations, both 
of Marengo. 

Ala. layout to 
reopen in Dec. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Devel-
opers of the Bo swell-Highland 
Golf Course hope to have 90 acres 
of new sod laid by the end of Sep-
tember and the renovated course 
ready for play by December. 

The original course was built 
in 1903 and renamed for local 
blind golfer Charlie Bo swell. The 
course closed in 1996 and con-
struction began this past April. 

Torchmark Development Corp. 
has contracted with the city to 
renovate and maintain the course. 
Bob Cupp is the architect. 
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Snow Mold (Microdochium nivale and Typhula ishikariensis)1 on Annual Bluegrass (M. nivale only)2 on 
Turfgrass (T. incarnata, T. ishikariensis, T. phacorrhiza and M. nivale)3 on Annual Bluegrass 

Take-all Patch (Gaeumannomyces graminis var. avenaejon Colonial Bentgrass 



Coastal Commission to decide fate 
of California golf course project 

SEAL BEACH, Calif. — After 
many delays, the California 
Coastal Commission was due to 
vote on the 196-acre Hellman 
Ranch project in mid-September 
at a meeting in Eureka, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Times. 

Dave Bartlett, representing de-
veloper Hellman Properties LLC, 

Jones dedicates 
New Brunswick 
golf facility 

MONCTON, N.B., Canada — 
Rees Jones of Montclair, N.J., 
was in Moncton on Sept. 2 to 
take part in a sod-turning cer-
emony to officially kick off the 
construction of a championship 
golf course called Royal Oaks 
Golf & Country Club, which 
should be ready for play next 
summer. 

Ronald J. Goguen, president 
of Royal Oaks, said that hiring 
an architect with Jones' reputa-
tion and experience and com-
bining those skills with the qual-
ity of work performed by the 
contractor, NMP Construction, 
will all but ensure that Royal 
Oaks will be designed and built 
to world class standards. Jones 
has played a key design role for 
such courses as The Country 
Club at Brookline, Baltusrol, 
Hazeltine, Congressional and 
Bethpage Black for either past 
or future U.S. Open Champion-
ships. 

Royal Oaks is well under con-
struction and many of Jones' 
design features with rolling fair-
ways, huge bunkers and easy-to-
reach, large greens are evident. 
This championship course will 
play at 7,190 yards from the back 
tees and has more than 10 lakes 
incorporated into the design. 

Chris Pinnell, of course 
builder NMP Construction, has 
built many Canadian courses, but 
said that this has been the high-
light of his 28-year career. 

Royal Oaks, Jones' first course 
design in Canada, will cater to 
all golfers, he said. 

The Hon. Roly Mclntyre, min-
ister of economic development 
& tourism for New Brunswick, 
said Royal Oaks will be an excel-
lent catalyst for attracting golf-
ers, high-profile events and tour-
ists from not only other parts of 
Canada but the United States. 

Mayor Brian Murphy reflected 
on the various economic spinoffs 
that this project has and will pro-
vide to the region. Royal Oaks is 
also a housing community, and 
will offer a unique lifestyle fea-
turing an outdoors theme cen-
tered around the golf course as 
well as the bordering 2,600-acre 
nature park. 

said Hellman hopes to build a 
gated community of 70 homes 
and a Ted Robinson-designed 
course along with open space 
and restored or new wetlands. 

Hellman would fill 18 of the 27 
wetland acres, restore the re-
maining nine acres and create 
another 30 acres of wetlands. 

' W 

N€WS 
Seal Beach officials strongly en-

dorse the project. But, the Coastal 
Commission staff has said filling 
wetlands to create a golf course is 
not allowed under the Coastal Act. 

The staff originally accepted the 
course but later called for it to be 
removed from the plan because it 
did not adhere to the Coastal Act. 
The latest staff report recom-
mends approving the 70-home 
project without the golf course. 

VEGAS OFFICIALS TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 3 COURSE PROPOSALS 

LAS VEGAS — The Clark 
County Commission is still 
debating between three com-
peting golf course proposals 
for a parcel of Bureau of Land 
Management property at the 
southern end of the Strip. 
Local course developer Will-
iam Walters wants to build a 

27-hole course. Club Corpora-
tion of America plans a similar 
project. The United States/ 
Grand Prix-Las Vegas Partner-
ship, headed by Sig Rogich, 
hopes to hold a golf course and 
Formula One auto racetrack 
on the site. No deadline has 
been set for a decision. 
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Former sand-mining facility home to New York layout 
PORT WASHINGTON, N.Y. 

— Set up in any of the bunkers at 
the newly built Harbor Links Golf 
Course and you might just be 
standing in a spot where some of 
the most famous Manhattan sky-
scrapers were born. It's a piece 
of land that lies between a long 
line of bluffs and the wedge of 
water known as Hempstead Har-

bor. The area made its mark in 
history as a sand-mining facility 
and now it will function as a golf 
course. 

The LandTek Group, Inc. of 
Amityville was selected by the 
town of North Hempstead to 
build the executive course. It was 
a challenging business opportu-
nity for the firm, due to the to-

pography and landscape unique 
to the property. 

"This project was particularly 
challenging considering the old 
sandpits on which the course is 
located," said LandTek Vice 
President Greg Sharp. 

With its tall bluffs to the west, 
Harbor Links required a substan-
tial amount of engineering which 

resulted in myriad drainage 
lines. 

Harbor Links is part of a much 
larger complex to be operated 
under the town's supervision. 
LandTek is also constructing ath-
letic fields on 15 acres of land 
within the same site. The golf 
course was expected to be com-
pleted in September. 

Course proposed 
atop Va. landfill 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, 
Va. — Developers have 
submitted a proposal to 
the Albemarle County 
Planning Department to 
build an 18-hole, daily-fee 
course near the former Ivy 
Landfill. 

Mark Watson of the Ivy 
Investment Ltd. Partner-
ship plans an 18-hole, pub-
lic course on 250 acres to 
be called Pounding Brook 
Golf Club. Watson will also 
design the course and use 
local builders during con-
struction. 

The developers were 
scheduled to go before the 
Board of Supervisors in 
mid-September to seek a 
special-use permit. In ad-
dition to the course, a club-
house and practice facil-
ity are also planned. 

Officials give 
nod to Minn, 
golf developer 

OTTERTAIL, Minn. — The 
city of Ottertail has given the 
Thumper Pond Group the go-
ahead to build an 18-hole, daily-
fee course along the shores of 
Thumper and Katie ponds. 

Developer Verle Blaha said the 
development group is negotiat-
ing with an architect to design 
the new facility. Plans are to start 
construction this fall and have 
the course ready for play by May 
2000. 

Ahlfs Construction Co. of 
Ottertail will be the course 
builder. Blaha said the group 
plans to hire a professional man-
ager to operate the course. 

Missouri links 
on target for 
spring opening 

BELTON, Mo. — Renovation 
work to Belton Municipal Golf 
Course is proceeding on sched-
ule. 

Plans are to open the golf 
course next spring. 

Among the $2 million in reno-
vations are the installation of an 
irrigation system and new cart 
paths, seeding and sodding, im-
provements to the clubhouse, re-
modelling four cart-path bridges, 
and construction of two new 
bridges. 

Rounds were down to 9,900 
during this partial season and 
are expected to rise to approxi-
mately 45,000 in 2002. 
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FROM m EDITORS 

Michael Levans, 
editor 

Facts, figures, interviews and 
Public Golf Forum 
I gotta call a couple days ago from a 

reporter on a Virgin Islands' newspa-
per who was writing a travel story for 
islanders who were dying to get out and 
see the Upper 48. 

"If you were to plan your ideal golf 
vacation in the States, what would 
you do?" 

"Well, I'd round up the usual suspects, 
rent a Winnebago, tap a keg of ice cold beer and head for 
Michigan for two solid weeks of public golf mayhem," I said, 
thinking, for just a moment, that I may have been a tad too 
frank with her. 

There was a slight pause. "Michigan?" 
"Yes," I said. "Michigan." 
She obviously hadn't seen a the most recent copy of the 

National Golf Foundation's (NFG) Trends in the Golf Industry 
report — I took a wild guess that she hadn't seen any them. 

"Let's talk East North Central golf," I said in NGF-speak to 
sound like I knew what I'm talking about. "Of the nine regions 
in the United States, the East North Central [ENC] had the 
highest percentage [79 percent] of public golf courses rela-
tive to total courses. The ENC also has the highest number of 
public courses [2,639] and accounts for 23 percent of the 
nation's supply of public golf. You could go for, I don't know, 
two months, I guess. That is if you have the time to do Illinois, 
Ohio and Wisconsin too. Now there's a trip," I added enthusi-
astically. 

There was a long, uncomfortable pause. I thought I'd 
lost her. 

"A hu...," she said. I heard her fingers flying across her 
keyboard. I thought she might like to get the phone numbers 
for the NGF to get the facts from the appropriate source. She 
kept typing and I dove in to get a laugh. 

"I'd suggest to your readers that they drink the beer only 
after a round and when the Winnebago has been parked and 
secured at a registered camp site," I added, but there wasn't 
anything in the way of even a chuckle. Instead I heard her 
fingers continue to punch out words. 

"Okay Mr. Levans. Thanks very much indeed." Our conver-
sation came to an abrupt close. 

The facts and figures continue to astound and amaze. Public 
golf is king, the ENC (Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana 
and Ohio region) continues to lead the way with 3,332 total 
courses (21 percent of the nation's golf course supply) and 
player participation figures are finally growing. There has 
simply never been a better time to be in this business. 

If you're in this business, which I know you are, I'd grab a 
copy of the NGF's latest trend report. The report may make 
you wonder how long all this can carry on. Although the 
number of total golfers over the age of 12 increased by a little 
over 2 million from 1996, the biggest move in six years, one 
would think that we're going to have to see more impressive 

numbers than that over the next 
three to four years if we're going to 
fill the more than 930 courses that 
are currently under construction. 

Oh, by the way, if you want to take 
advantage of this information and 
successfully steer your public-ac-
cess course in the proper direction, 
well, you must attend Public Golf 
Forum. Turn to pages 16 and 39 for 
more info. 

CONTACT GCNI 
Trevor Ledger /GCNI 

International Bureau Chief 
Goose Cottage/ 

Victoria Road 
Market Drayton, Shropshire 

England TF9 3DW 
Phone: 44 1630 656833 

Fax: 44 1630 656829 
TLedgerl@aol.com 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Has Audubon gone too far? 
Having read with inter 

est and agreement 
your editorial "How green are 
these greens?!" in this 
month's [September] issue of 
GCN, the National Audubon 
Society has now gone too far. 

I cannot recall anyone tell-
ing me it is the responsibility 
of the National Audubon So-
ciety to rank golf courses as 
to the amount of water use 

Mark Leslie, 
managing editor 

and/or plant protectant chemi-
cal applications. I'm sure you will 
find this mission not even re-
motely mentioned in their by-
laws. Besides, what is their ex-
pertise in these matters? Then 
to add the disclaimer about opin-
ions expressed by authors as not 
official is another joke. The 
magazine printed their opinions, 
didn't it? 

Without fertilizer, water and 

With objectivity in question, readers 
must beware of the "subversive" 

Ty^yer Beware! is a term that can be translated into many 
JL/languages — like the languages of golfers (Slicer Beware!), 

superintendents {Snow Mold Beware!) golf course builders (Under-
ground Boulders Beware!). 

But the warning that can affect us all is ReaderBewarePNiXh some 
writers, especially today, we really have to be on our toes. 

To give you some insight into the modern media, read this state-
ment: "Instead of objectivity, which forces reporters to be the mouth-
pieces of the powerful, citizens need journalistic perspective." 

I tell you, this is not a joke. Reported in 
Washington Journalism Review, it came from 
the mouth of one Deni Elliot, an "ethicist" and 
former television newsperson who is a profes-
sor of ethics and director at the University of 
Montana's Practical Ethics Center. 

Get this now: This person is teaching future 
news reporters and newscasters, whose "news" 
reports you will be hearing and reading, but 
hopefully not always believing. Future report-
ers, at least in Montana, are being told by the 
likes of Elliot to be "objective" conduits but serve an "active role 
brimming with professional perspective." 

Try dividing truth and fallacy from that call to duty. 
This reminds me of other blatant remarks unveiling bias of 

reporters. 
My old-time favorite is from Boston Globe environmental reporter 

Dianne Dumanoski, who said more than once: "There is no such 
thing as objective reporting... I've become even more crafty about 
finding voices to say the things I think are true. That's my subver-
sive mission." 

If you have a pulse, you know that distortion of fact and disregard 
for truth are key ingredients in some media. 

So, when you tune in or read on, Beware the Conduit!— especially 
you folks in Montana and Massachusetts. 

• • • 

Portraits of Courage (or is that Foolishness?): 
• Mowing greens in Texas — in August — without sun screen. 
• Proceeding with construction on a fairway assuming that that 2-

by 2-foot "puddle" in the landing area is not a wetland. 
• Selecting a turfgrass cultivar for your new golf course based solely 

on the experience of a superintendent just 5 miles down the road. 
• Dumping a cooler of Gatorade on John Daly after he wins a 

tournament. 
• Playing PGA West without one of those long-armed ball-

pickers. 
• Playing from the tiger tees while your strapping 17-year-old son 

plays from the forward tees — for $5 a hole. 
• Stepping to the 7th tee at Pebble Beach having already selected 

a 9-iron. 
• Sporting a "Perot '92" bumper sticker on your car in 1998. 
• Deciding you can operate your golf course at its highest level of 

profit without attending Golf Course News' Public Golf Forum in 
Palm Springs, Calif., Oct. 26-27. 

• Assuming you can plug your own conference without catching 
flak as a flak. 

• • • 

If the Brits are coming to America (see page 1 story), can the 
Scotsmen be far behind? Maybe yes, maybe no. There seems to be 
a dearth of architects in golfs homeland. Look at the membership 
list of the British Institute of Golf Course Architects and you will find 

nary a one in Scotland. David 
McLay Kidd, director of golf de-
sign for Gleneagles Golf Devel-
opment (GGD), is located in 
Scotland, as are designers 
Ronnie Lumsden and Robin 
Hiseman. 

This, dear friend, is the home of 
Old Tom Morris, of Donald Ross, 
ofWillie Park Jr., of Willie Watson, 
of Willie Campbell, and of Tom 
Bendelow. Perhaps we could put 
a call into Walter Woods, the old-
time greenskeeper at St. Andrews 
who retired a couple years ago. 
Do you have your finger on the 
dial, Terry Buchen? 

plant-protectant chemicals 
needed to grow a paper sup-
ply, Audubon magazine 
might not exist. Then again, 
without farmers using fertil-
izers, water and plant-
protectant chemicals, those 
editors of the Audubon maga-
zine might not eat. 

Merrill J. Frank, CGCS 
Columbia Country Club 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
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SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA 
Seri Selangor showcases the possibilities of public golf in Asia 
B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — There 
is little doubt that the emergence of the 
golf course industry in Asia during the 
1990s has had a huge economic impact. 
Golf course development has, for the most 
part, placed emphasis on private and ex-
clusive membership facilities. While this 
development strategy produced short-
term financial gains for investors, it has 
also limited the size of the potential golf 
market in the long term. 

It is becoming clear that the lack of 
public golfing facilities and the restricted 
accessibility of golf to the general public 
are hampering the continued growth of 
golf in Asia. 

Indeed, at the Golf Asia conference in 
Singapore this past March, public golf 
was an issue that was widely addressed 
and discussed. While dialogue on this 
pressing issue is a good start, there needs 
to be more action and risk taking if the 
problem is going to solved. 

Andrew Overbeck is currently on a Watson 
Fellowship studying golf course development 
in Asia and is regularly contributing to 
GCN. He is visiting both existing golf courses 
and those under construction in Thailand, 
China and Vietnam. 

A.S. Khamis is working to create a vi-
able model of public golf development for 
Asia. His newly-opened Kelab Golf Seri 
Selangor Public Golf Course outside of 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, is the first pub-
lic golf course to open in the country. 

The Selangor Economic Development 
Committee began construction of the 18-
hole Ross Watson-designed golf course in 
1995. Khamis came on in late 1996, to help 
the committee to refine its goals and to 
ensure "that the project became the first 
truly public golf course in Malaysia." 

In order to finance the construction 
costs, the golf course was built on a turn-
key basis. While the land and property 
still belongs to the local government, a 
developer has been granted free access 
and building rights in the residentially 
zoned area. In return for the land rights, 
the developer agreed to finance the con-
struction of the golf course, which is part 
of the new residential area. 

As general manager, Khamis has the 
challenge of making the course self-sus-
taining in the first 5 years of operation. 
The committee is covering operational 
expenses during this period, but after 
this time, Seri Selangor will be cut loose 
and the government expects to receive a 
percentage of the yearly profits. 

While this may seem to be a tall order, 

Khamis is undaunted. Instead, his focus 
has been on identifying three primary 
objectives that the golf course must ad-
dress in order to cure the ills of the golf 
industry in Malaysia. 

Khamis' independent research shows 
that there are over 5,000 golfers in the 
Kuala Lumpur metropolitan area that are 
regular golfers but yet do not belong to a 
golf club. This represents a stable and 

ready market for the golf course to be-
come the "home for homeless golfers." 

Indeed, his research has proved accu-
rate, in the first three weeks of operation 
they have already hosted over 2,000 golfers 
who have undoubtedly been attracted by 
the low green fees (less than $12 a round). 

However, Khamis' philosophy goes 
beyond the profit margin — he wants 
them to not only come out and play, but to 
also participate in educational seminars 

Continued on page 54 

Looking down the 4th fairway at Kelab Golf Seri Selangor Public Golf Course outside of Kuala Lumpur. 

If Pump Station Paranoia Has The Vultures Circling, 
We Can Rescue You. 

:£ Sweaty palms? 

|g l i sr 1 Dry Throat? 

Gremlins in your pump station 

have you feeling the water pressure? 

CaU FLOWTRONEX PSI. No one has 

created more industry innovations 

No one gives you better, more 

advanced service. No one maintains 

over $2 million in parts. And no 

one engineers a better pump 

station to fit your needs. So talk to 

FLOWTRONEX PSI. We may cost a 

little more. But we promise you, 

we won't leave you high and dry. 

Pumping Systems 
(800)786-7480 (214)357-1320 
E-mail: ftxpsi@llowtronex.coni 
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One look tells you this isn't just another look-

alike golf cart. One trip around the course will 

show you this is a far better way to golf. 

Acente eliminates the delays and distractions 

of two-passenger cart play. It enables a golfer to 

go directly to the ball, visualize, concentrate fully 

on the shot, set up, and go for it. They'll enjoy a 

better game, faster. 

Acente's ability to speed play by 20% or more 

is even more rewarding for you. Being able to put 
.L ... •, . ^ i . , ' ... V - i / ; 

more players out means more greens fees, 

more pro shop purchases, and more food and 
ISiî SlliigHipsiiilglSSi m i l i n | | 
m^mmmm^rnmrnm 
beverage sales. 

Acente will lower your operating costs, 

too, because it's kinder to your course. Its low 

dispersed weight ratio has less impact on turf 
\ 

than a walking golfer. 
Call 1-888-803-5876 for more about Acente, 

ipiiiSifftlS^^ : • - " 
• i " > • i «• \ c \ 
the golf car made ror the 
l i i lp l i^ iBl iSSIWWii l i f i i 
way the game is played. 
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Yes, it CAN be done! 
As the public-access golf market continues to grow, so 

does the competition. In today's crowded marketplace, 

building a better business is more than a good idea. It's 

an absolute necessity. 

Public Golf Forum, sponsored by Golf Course News, is 

the national conference specifically for owners, managers 

and superintendents of golf courses who want to improve 

their bottom line and secure their competitive success. 

Presented by high-profile industry professionals, 

Public Golf Forum gives you practical, cost-cutting 

business strategies, vital information on industry trends 

and competition, field-proven marketing ideas to help 

you increase rounds, the latest on products and 

services, and more. 

Plan now to join other golf industry 

professionals from around the country if 

you want to-. 

• Add value and prestige to your 
course without adding to your budget. 

• Increase your green fees, increase your rounds, 

find new profit centers. 

• Learn marketing strategies that will help you 

position your course against competition. 

« Cultivate a loyal clientele with improved 

customer service. 

» Run a tighter ship—make better business 

decisions, motivate your employees, strategize for 

measurable results. 

• Find products, equipment and technology 
that will help you maximize efficiency. 

« Exchange ideas with your peers from across 

the country. 

To register or for more information 
call: (800) 272*1812 

Fax: (207) 846-0657 

or register online: 
www.upexpo.com 

<£ First registration from your company $595 

i Team Discount—save 20% 
Each additional registrant from your 
company only $495. 
Includes lunches, continental breakfasts, entrance to 
Vendor Exhibits, Monday Industry Networking 
Reception and all Conference materials. 

http://www.upexpo.com
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As sure 

as the sun 

will rise 



Predictable, 
Controlled Release 
Predictability - that's exactly 
what you want and need from a 
controlled-release fertilizer. And 
that's exactly what Terra's GoldCote™ 
polymer technology delivers. 

Terra's GoldCote nutrients are 
released based on soil temperature. 
As turf root activity and nutrient 
requirements increase with soil 
temperature - the release of nutrients 
from Terra's new fertilizers with 
GoldCote also increases. Your turf has 
what it needs - when it needs it. 

Plus, since temperature is the 
key, the GoldCote release rate is 
virtually constant for all levels 
of soil moisture, soil pH and 
microbial activity. 

GoldCote Release Rates 
% Released/Days/Soil Temperature 

Here's how GoldCote works. 
As the soil temperature increases, water vapor 
from the soil passes through the multiple coatings. 
The resulting condensation and pressure within 
the fertilizer granule causes a precise and 
predictable release of nutrients. 

In fact, as this chart shows, nutrient 
release from Terra fertilizers with 
GoldCote can be accurately predicted 
based on temperature. That means 
you'll get the performance you 
expect - when you expect it. 
You can count on it. 



Consistent, 
Superior Nutrition 
You know exactly what you want 
and what your course needs. From 
urea to monoammonium phosphate 
(MAP) to potassium nitrate, there's 
a Terra controlled-release fertilizer 
with GoldCote that will meet 
your demands. 

And if you demand the best, 
Terra's potassium nitrate fertilizer 
with GoldCote is what you want. 
It provides a balance of potassium 
and nitrate nitrogen for good blade 
and root growth. Terra's potassium 
nitrate fertilizer with GoldCote: 

• improves turf quality and color; 
• promotes steady, consistent growth; 
• eliminates growth spurts 

and fluctuations; 
• minimizes waste and potential 

pollution caused by leaching 
and volatilization, and 

• reduces the salinity and potential 
burn common with the use of 
many fertilizers. 

One thing is as certain as you 
seeing the sun rise each morning -
all Terra GoldCote fertilizers have 
been formulated with the highest 
quality nutrients and developed to 
deliver the results you want. 

Fewer 
Applications 
You know better than anyone that 
there's never enough time - or 
manpower - to do everything that 
you need to do. Terra GoldCote 
reduces the amount of application 
time your people have to spend 
compared to conventional fertilizers. 
Plus, consistent nutrition means 
consistent growth. There are no 
growth spurts. No fluctuations. And, 
as a result, no extra mowings. You 
can use your people where you 
really need them. 

Talk to Terra about the entire line of fertilizers 
with GoldCote. You'll get predictable release and 

You can count on it. 

— — f-
superior results with fewer applications. 

FROM TERRA 



to the green. 

From the tee ... 

There's a Terra fertilizer 
that's right for your course. 

I here's a Terra fertilizer that can help you 
• grow healthy, green turf with a strong root 

system. Turf that's healthy and better able 
to fight disease, pests and everyday wear 
and tear. 

At Terra you'll find a complete line 
of professional fertilizers with virtually 
everything that you need - including 
primary, secondary, micronutrient 
and pesticide packages. Plus, Terra's 
GoldCote technology now delivers 
consistent, high-quality nutrition with 
a predictable, controlled-release rate. 
Your turf gets the nutrients it needs ... 
when it needs them. 

Plus, you can count on Terra for the 
support, service, assistance and expertise 
it takes to select and use the fertilizer 
that's right for your needs ... right for 
your course. 

*Terra 
Terra Industries Inc. 
P.O. Box 6000 
Sioux City, Iowa 51102-6000 
1-800-288-7353 
www.terraindustries.com 

Working with you. 

to the fairway. 



BRIEFS 

FAIRY RING DATABASE SOUGHT 
DALLAS — Dr. Phil Colbaugh of 

Texas A&M University is collecting 
and cataloguing the fungi associated 
with fairy ring. This will be used to 
develop an identification database for 
future research. Colbaugh is asking 
superintendents across the United 
States to send samples of fairy ring 
fungi to him at Texas A&M University 
at Dallas, Research & Education Cen-
ter, 17360 Coit Rd., Dallas 75252; tele-
phone 972-231-5362. 

NEVADA SUPERS RAISE FUNDS 
LAS VEGAS — The Southern Ne-

vada Golf Course Superintendents 
Association (SNGCSA) will 
host its annual golf tourna-
ment for its scholarship and 
research fund at Painted 
Desert Golf Club here on 
Nov. 11. People may con-

tact Dave Reich at 702-737-0272 for 
tournament details. 

DAR HONORS RYBICKI 
PANAMA CITY, Fla. — Ted Rybicki 

of Panama Country Club has been cited 
by the National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR) 
for his distinguished conservation 
record. The DAR cited his conserva-
tion work over the years and his effort 
in having Panama CC designated, in 
May 1997, as a Certified Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary by Audubon 
International. John Spivak is superin-
tendent at the club. Rybicki has been 
involved in the preservation of the 
Florida environment since 1961. Since 
1992 he has served on the board of the 
Bay County Audubon Society and has 
been chairman of the Panama Country 
Club Environmental Committee. 

N.Y. TURF CONCLAVE PLANNED 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The New York 

State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA), 
in cooperation with Cornell Univer-
sity, will hold its annual Turf and 
Grounds Exposition, Nov. 10-13, at the 

OnCenter here. 
The conference 
will feature more 
than 80 business 
and technical ses-
sions. Speakers 

will include Bob Alonzi of Winged Foot 
Golf Club; Joe Hahn of Country Club 
of Rochester; Dr. Norman Hummel of 
N.W. Hummel & Co.; Jim Moore of 
United States Golf Association Green 
Section; and horticulturists from 
Hershey Park. For more information 
call NYSTA at 800-873-8873, 518-783-
1229 or write NYSTA, P.O. Box 612, 
Latham, N.Y. 12110. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 
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Study gives fungicides 'green light' 
B y D O U G L A S P A G E 

Fungicide use on golf courses, 
long suspected of contaminating 
into surface- and ground-water 

runoff, has been given a green light by 
a Purdue University environmental 
study. 

Four years of research at Purdue's 
Turfgrass Research Center found that 
fungicides do not seep into surface-
water runoff or leach into ground water 
as previously feared. 

"In terms of golf course superinten-
dents, what we've shown is that they 
can use the chemicals without fear of 

huge negative impact on the environ-
ment," said Ronald Turco, professor of 
agronomy and director of Purdue's 
Environmental Sciences and Engineer-
ing Institute. Fungicides, he said, do 
not present a problem to the environ-
ment if they are applied according to 
the manufacturer's recommendations. 

"The reality of any fungicide applica-
tion to dense turf is that most of the 
fungicides do not reach the ground," 
said Turco. "About 90 percent of the 
fungicide remains on the grass leaf 
blade, where it is absorbed by the plant 
within 48 hours." 

While fungicides make up less than 
10 percent of all the pesticides used in 
the United States, they are used on 
many types of plants, including veg-
etables and fruits. By far their most 
popular use is on golf course greens 
and tee boxes. Extensive use in such 
small areas led to the concerns. 

Fungicides are known to cause birth 
defects and sterility in laboratory animals. 
Their long-term consequences on plants 
and animals are unknown. According to 
recent estimates, homeowners and lawn-
care companies apply as much as 70 million 

Continued on page 20 

Merrill 9 
joins Ross 
in Maine 

Brian Merrill 

By P E T E R B LAI S 

LOVELL, Maine — Just in case archi-
tect Geoffrey Cornish and Golf Digest ar-
chitectural editor Ron Whitten are inter-
ested, here's a new listing for their 
much-heralded book "The Golf Course" 

Lake Kezar Country Club 
Lovell, Maine 
Donald Ross 

Lake Kezar Country Club (A. 9) 
Lovell, Maine 
Brian Merrill 

Donald Ross, who designed the origi-
nal nine at Lake Kezar near the New 
Hampshire/Maine border back in 1923, 
is a name most in the golf business likely 
recognize. But Brian Merrill, who de-
signed the adjacent nine-hole addition 
that opened this summer, is probably a 
tad less familiar. 

Merrill has served as superintendent 
of the Western Maine golf club for the 
past dozen years and it is his new holes 
that have received considerable acclaim 
from golfers, the press and his fellow 
superintendents this summer. 

With legendary architects like Ross and 
Alister Mackenzie placed on such lofty 
pedestals that golf societies have been 

There are Standards/ and 
then there are standards 
By R O N D O D S O N 

Setting standards for protecting the environment is a chal-
lenging process, and no less so for golf courses. Generally, 
no matter what environmental standards we discuss, some 
people demand the highest standards; others claim that if 
standards are set too high, they will not be economically 
feasible; and then of course, others believe environmental 
standards are not necessary at all. 

Personally, I'm uncomfortable with the word "standard" 
and particularly "minimum standard." Why shouldn't we try 
to do the absolute best we can rather than establish the least 
we can do? But, even more important, how do we measure our 
environmental "best," and how do we balance economic 
concerns with environmental concerns? 

Continued on page 24 
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The 16th hole of the j 
Country Club. 

formed to protect their works, did Merrill 
feel any added pressure in designing a 
new nine next to a Ross original? 

"A few of the older members that really 
hold Ross in esteem would joke about it," 
Merrill acknowledged. "But there really 
wasn't much said." 

Besides, as with many courses that sur-
vived the Depression and the labor short-
age created during World War II, the origi-
nal nine at Lake Kezar has lost several of its 
Ross-designed features. An abandoned tee 
next to the No. 2 ladies tee is still visible, 
but it is impossible to tell which hole it 
served. Another abandoned tee adjacent to 
the 3rd green once served either the 4th or 
5th hole, "but no one knows for sure," 

lan Merrill-designed second nine at Lake Kezar 

Merrill said. The green on the par-4 6th has 
obviously been moved back and to the 
right of its original location. And the put-
ting surface on the current 18th hole, for-
merly the 9th, was also relocated to make 
the one-time par-4 into its current par-5. 

"The original nine holes are certainly a 
Ross design, but they have changed over 
the years," Merrill said. 

While Merrill may be a neophyte in the 
world of golf course design, this isn't the 
first time he's entered a domain with 
which he was unfamiliar. He had no for-
mal agronomic training when he made 
his initial foray into golf course mainte-
nance in 1982. 

Continued on page 21 

U.S. Golf Association turf visits check agronomic issues. 
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100% polymer 

coating gradually 

releases nutrients 

for consistent 

daily feeding, 

rain or shine. 

PurselFs POLYON® is the only controlled-

release fertilizer that isn't affected 

by excessive rainfall It releases 

gradually over time, not overnight. So it 

virtually eliminates surge growth and 

excessive clippings. 

Other controlled-release fertilizers 

are affected by heavy rainfall, soil pH 

and microorganisms. But POLYON's 

patented 100% polymer coating is free 

from cheap sulfur fillers, so it ensures 

against these factors. POLYON releases 
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a measured amount of nutrients to 

your turf each day, as needed. Giving 

you greener turf for a longer time. 

So if you're tired of worrying 

about your fertilizer being caught 

out in the rain, try PurselPs 

POLYON Technology. While you 

can't always count on the weather, 

you can count on POLYON 

fertilizers. Call (800) 3 3 4 - 8 5 8 3 

for the formulator or distributor 

nearest you. 
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Fertilizers of the Future 
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Fungicides 
Continued from page 17 
pounds of pesticide active ingre-
dients to the nation's grass lawns 
each year. U.S. agriculture uses 
another 815 million pounds. 

Inspired by these concerns, 
the U.S. Golf Association funded 
the Purdue study on turf. 

"This began about seven years 
ago," said Turco, who has sev-
eral years experience studying 
chemicals and chemical fates. 
"At that time, there was a lot of 
concern around golf courses 
about their potential impact on 
the environment. People assumed 
because you use chemicals on the 
golf course you'd be impacting 
surface and ground water." 

In a series of experiments, 
Turco and agronomy Prof. Clark 
Throessell examined where the 
fungicides went before they were 
broken down. They discovered 
the fungicides don't wash off into 
local water tables. 

"Once the course is built and 
the grass is established, the prob-
lems of runoff tend to go away," 
said Turco. "It's that early time 
period when you're getting the 
grass to grow, where you have 
bare spots and thin stands, that 
you see problems of pesticide 
movement off the golf course." 

Once the course is established, 
he said, the whole body of litera-
ture around golf courses supports 
the notion that not many of the 
chemicals leave the site. 

They found the turf protects 
the ground much the same as 
the fungicide protects the turf. 

"The plant actually converts 
the fungicides to other things," 
said Turco. "It has a very active 
metabolism for these chemicals. 
The plant breaks them down like 
a microbe might do in the soil. Or 
the plant moves them around in-
ternally, sequestering them, blow-
ing them off as carbon dioxide, 
binding them up in cell walls." 

The 10 percent of the fungicide 
that doesn't get absorbed by the 
grass leaf blade is caught up in the 
thatch layer. 'The thatch layer is a 
great binding agent," said Turco. 
"We've never seen any of the fun-
gicides leaching out of the thatch 
layer. The fungicides get hung up 
before they reach the soil." 

The chemical makeup of the 
fungicides themselves apparently 
causes this to happen. 'They are 
large, sticky molecules," he said. 
"In the laboratory we had to take 
great caution not to lose them on 
liners and on our equipment." 

Presenting a paper at the Bos-
ton meeting of the American 
Chemical Society in August, Turco 
said it is the unnatural state of the 
grass on the putting green that 
creates the need for frequent fun-
gicide application. "Homeowners 
don't need fungicides," he said. 
"They're expensive and the 
need is not there in taller grass. 
It's only when you start to cut 
grass to the short height that 
putting greens require that you 
20 October 1998 

have to apply fungicides." 
For superintendents who must 

manage these unnatural greens 
for exacting customers, fungi-
cides are a great asset. "They 
are one of the few chemicals that 
you can spray on turf and see a 
difference within a couple of 
days," said Turco. "On the other 
hand, fungi can cause a green to 
turn brown in eight or nine 
hours. That can cause great dis-
appointment to golfers and, in 

MAINTENANCE 
turn, tremendous stress on the 
golf course superintendent." 

There doesn't even seem to be 
a limit to how much fungicide a 
plant can take up. Nothing the 
researchers saw led them to be-
lieve that a typical golf course 
would ever get anywhere near 
any threshold for absorption. 

"They've always been able to 
absorb everything we put on," 
Turco said. "There probably is a 
threshold, but we don't approach 

it with the rates we work with in 
the lab studies. My feeling is, 
you'll probably never see it ex-
ceeded in the field when you're 
actually applying chemistry." 

Nevertheless, Turco believes 
that managing golf courses to 
use fewer chemicals of all sorts 
is better than relying heavily on 
chemicals to control pests and 
conditions. This awareness, he 
believes, should start with the 
design of the course and a pru-

dent placement of trees so the 
greens can breathe adequately, 
preventing stagnant air condi-
tions that promote fungi to de-
velop on the turf in the first place. 
The trees look nice, but they 
inhibit air circulation. 

"If you're building a course 
you probably want to build it to 
minimize the potential for air 
inversion and air stagnation over 
the greens so you don't need to 
use a lot of chemicals," he said. 



Merrill focused 
Continued from page 17 

"I just stumbled into it really," 
he recalled. "I was out looking for 
a job and I ended up getting one 
working for Paul Perry at Bridgton 
[Maine] Highlands Country Club. 

"I worked for Paul for four years. 
In that fourth season, some Lake 
Kezar members who had played 
Bridgton and thought it was in 
great shape called Paul and asked 

if he knew anyone who could bail 
them out of the situation they were 
in [a course that was in rough 
shape and needed attention]. Paul 
told them about me and I ended 
up going there." 

Merrill took over Lake Kezar in 
1986 and got the Ross nine back in 
shape in short order. "It was just a 
matter of having a lot of drive and 
a little knowledge," he said. 

Lake Kezar, which celebrated 
its 75th anniversary earlier this 

year, had purchased enough land 
years ago to build an additional 
nine. The club's 30 stockholders 
had long discussed the possibil-
ity before seriously researching 
the feasibility of the project in 
the late 1980s. 

After completing the wetland 
mapping, several architects sub-
mitted routings for the new holes. 
Some suggested changing the 
existing Ross layout, something 
the stockholders vehemently op-

posed, Merrill remembered. 
'They wanted to keep the layout 
they had, or at least change it as 
little as possible," he said. 

A new president assumed con-
trol of the club and invited 
Merrill to become more involved 
with the process. Merrill drew 
up a couple layouts on his own. 
The board of directors met, dis-
cussed the various proposals and 
selected one of Merrill's. 

In addition to overseeing the 

existing nine-hole track, Merrill 
became the point man in dealing 
with the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection and 
other local, state and federal 
agencies that needed to sign off 
on the project. 

"Revisions were made right up 
until we broke ground," Merrill 
said. "The changes were not so 
much in the layout, but in things 
like sediment traps and things 
like that." 

Construction of the new holes 
began in late 1995. Four holes 
were completed in 1996 and the 
other five in 1997. The new holes 
eventually covered 60 turfed acres. 

Garland Lumber did the clear-
ing and stumping. Green Links 
Construction of Manchester, 
N.H. was the course contractor. 
Bennett & Sons provided the 
greens and tee mix. Merrill 
served as the project manager. 

After studying Maine and New 
Hampshire Golf Course Super-
intendents Association-funded 
turf plots in Amherst, N.H., 
Merrill developed his own seed 
blends for the addition. 

"For the tees and fairways," 
he said, "we used two Colonial 
and two creeping bentgrasses. 
The Colonials were Highland 
and Bardot. The creeping bents 
were Southshore and Putter. 
Colonials require less mainte-
nance and don't require as much 
fertilizer. The creepers provided 
the best quality playing surface, 
and since I didn't know which 
would do best with our climate 
and cultural practices, I used 
both. We used a creeping 
bentgrass, four-way mix on the 
greens — Providence, Cato, 
Southshore and Putter." 

Lack of labor was the biggest 
headache Merrill faced during 
the design and construction pro-
cess. "I had four people working 
for me who were mainly devoted 
to taking care of the existing 
nine. We had to take care of ev-
erything — both the old and the 
new course. Having to maintain 
a [existing] nine-hole course and 
take care of numerous things 
with a staff of four as construc-
tion of the new nine was going 
on was very difficult. A 14-, 15-
hour day was pretty standard. 
And that went on for two years." 

The biggest battle Merrill is 
waging on the new nine involves 
dollar spot, which can thrive on 
creeping bentgrass. "I don't use 
any fungicides to control dis-
eases on the fairways," he said. 
"It's all cultural practices. I don't 
have as much of a problem on 
the old nine because there is a 
smaller percentage of creeping 
bentgrass. The old fairways are 
kind of a Heinz 57. It's quite a 
variety out there." 

But the toughest challenges 
should be softened by the knowl-
edge his name will be found next 
to Donald Ross as co-designers 
of Lake Kezar. 

It's simple. PRE-M^ is the country's leading pendimethalin herbicide. And no wonder. 
With over 12 years of proven performance and formulation improvements, 
PRE-M is here to help you succeed. 

What's more, PRE-M comes from a leading supplier in the professional 
turf care industry, LESCO? 

Talk to your LESCO 
professional about new, 
special rebates for 
PRE-M purchases, or call 
800-321-5325. And put the 
leading edge to work for you 

PRE-M® and LESCO® are registered trademarks of LESCO, Inc. Rolling Hills Country Club, Wilton, CT 



Leishman gets Stewart Creek post at Three Sisters 
CANMORE, Alberta, Canada — West-

ern Golf Properties, Inc. has selected 
Ronald Leishman as the golf course 
superintendent at Stewart Creek Golf 
Course, a track that will open next May 
at Three Sisters Resorts here. 

Scottsdale, Ariz.-based Western Golf 
Properties manages this 18-hole, Gary 
Browning-designed course . 

Leishman is a graduate from the Uni-
versity of Guelph. He hails from 
Edmonton Country Club, where he was 

superintendent for three years. He 
spent the previous 20 years at 45-
hole Royal Montreal Golf Club in 
Blizard, Quebec. He has hosted 
several major Canadian Golf 
Championships. WHERf II 

In 1980, he received the 
Citation of Performance Award from the 
Golf Course Superintendents Association 
of America. 

• • • 

SPANISH SPRINGS, Nev. — Timothy 

Schobert has been named 
superintendent at Red Hawk 
Golf Club's Springs and Hills 
courses, designed by Robert 
Trent Jones Jr. and Hale 
Irwin, respectively. 

Schobert has been Class A 
superintendent for Snowcreek Resort and 
Golf Course in Mammoth Lakes, Calif., 
for the past seven years. 

A daily-fee course, Red Hawk has been 
working with Audubon International to-

Add a burst of color with Lofts Wildflowers & Native Grasses 
Low maintenance for out of play areas 
Aesthetically pleasing 

^ Encourages wildlife habitat 
^ Contact our wildflower/native grass experts for more information 

i m 
Lofts Seed 
Where Great Grass Begins 

ward becoming the first Nevada course 
to achieve Signature Sanctuary status. 

"Red Hawk is both a challenge and an 
opportunity," Schobert said. "The chal-
lenge is to maintain its high-quality turf 
and greens in the harsh desert environ-
ment and the opportunity is working in a 
world-class master-planned golf commu-
nity featuring some of the world's best 
golf courses." 

After earning a bachelor's degree in busi-
ness administration from UCLA, Schobert 
was hired in 1980 as assistant superinten-
dent at Sunset Whitney Country Club in 
Rocklin, Calif. In 1984 he moved to Nevada 
County Country Club in Grass Valley, Calif. 
From 1989 to the present he was a turf 
consultant for B.N.T. Management. • • • 

NAPLES, Fla. — Cypress Woods Golf 
and Country Club, which will open in 
October, has Hired Augustin Lucio as 
its golf course superintendent. 

Lucio has been involved in golf course 
construction and maintenance as an as-
sistant and head superintendent since 
1983. He has worked at Grey Oaks and 
Naples National Golf Club. 

A Rosedale, Miss., native, he is pursu-
ing an associate degree in business at 
Edison Community College. 

• • • 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Western Golf 
Properties has selected Michael Twito 
as the superintendent for Estrella Moun-
tain Ranch Golf Club, which is expected 
to open here in January. The club fea-
tures an 18-hole Jack Nicklaus II-designed 
course, clubhouse and practice range. 

Twito comes to Estrella from Westin 
Mission Hills Resort in Rancho Mirage, 
Calif., where he served as superinten-
dent from 1995. 

Twito has been in the maintenance 
business since 1986, after graduating with 
distinction from Iowa State University 
with a degree in horticulture, specializing 
in turfgrass management. 

• • • 

Elsewhere: 
• Scott Slemp is the new superinten-

dent at Pinetree Country Club (CC) in 
Kennesaw, Ga. His replacement at Cen-
tennial Golf Club in Acworth is former 
assistant Bob Glutting. 

• Bacon Park Golf Course in Savan-
nah, Ga., has hired Rob Whitney as su-
perintendent. Whitney left Fort Stewart 
Golf Course. 

• Hampton Kicklighter has been 
hired as superintendent at Oyster Reef in 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. He left Cross 
Creek Golf Club in Smyrna, Ga. 

• Hidden Hollow Golf Club, an execu-
tive course in Flowery Branch, Ga., has 
hired Doug Witt as superintendent. 

• Former assistant Tim Rutledge has 
succeeded Bob Perry as superintendent 
at Griffin (Ga.) Country Club. Perry 
moved to Hickory Ridge Golf Club. 

• Barnsley Gardens and Inn in Geor-
gia, which is scheduled to open next 
spring, has hired Kyle Marshall as su-
perintendent. Stacy Jones has replaced 
Marshall as superintendent at White Col-
umns in Alpharetta, Ga. 

• Ashley Brownell has left an assistant-
ship at Big Canoe to become superinten-
dent at Spring Lakes Golf Club, formerly 
Wesleyn Hills Golf Club, in Georgia. 

• Southland Golf Club in Stone Moun-
tain, Ga., has hired Charles Sheran as 
superintendent. 

Whether you're out to create the perfect 
putting surface or simply improve your 
fairways and greens, Lofts varieties can 
help you raise your standards and lower 
your scores. Picture perfect Grayhawk 
Golf Course proves that Crenshaw creeping 
bentgrass creates beautiful greens in hot 
climates. And winter overseeding with 
perennial ryegrasses like Palmer II, 

t r e a t i n g a golf course in the middle of 
the desert is no easy feat. But Grayhawk 
Golf Course does it beautifully with a 
little help from Lofts Seed. Lofts has 
developed high quality varieties, mixtures 
and blends for golf courses in all kinds of 
climates. Which is probably why you'll 
find our products everywhere from the 
Desert Inn in Las Vegas to Bay Hill in 
Orlando to the TPC course in Mito, Japan. 

Prelude II and 
Laser Poa 
trivialis keeps 
fairways looking 
their best. And, 
our seed isn't the 
only thing that performs. 
Lofts' agronomic staff includes 
a number of experts who specialize in 
the golf course industry. Experts you can 
call on to visit your site and evaluate 
your course's particular needs. And our 
distribution network stretches from coast 
to coast, providing excellent service. 
So trust your golf course to the company 
that develops some of the top performing 
varieties in the game. Let Lofts Seed turn 
the golf course of your dreams into a reality. 

Call Lofts Seed 
toll-free at 

1-888-LOFTS CO 
www.turf.com 

http://www.turf.com


The "I Rule' 
By T E R R Y B U C H E N 

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — 
"Standards of the industry" is a 
term we hear more and more 
often as people reach for goals 
of perfection. Golf course 
maintenance has its own set of 
standards, including several 
easily remembered through 
the "2 Rule." 

Here are a few: 
• The two-day rule for 

mowing greens is one of the 
better standards to rely on — 
as when greens are not mowed 
on a typical Monday, it will 
take two days for them to be 
the same firmness and speed 
as they were on Sunday. I have 
researched these findings over 
many years of testing with the 
Stimpmeter and with a proto-
type United States Golf 
Association (USGA) firmness 
testing device designed by 
Dean Knuth, formerly with the 
USGA. Even if the greens are 
double-cut on Tuesday, they 
still will not be the same as 
they were until Wednesday. 
The same holds true for 
firmness. 

• After a significant rainfall 
and thunderstorm, extra turf 
growth is not experienced until 
two days later. The nutrients 
from the rain and nitrogen 
from the thunderstorm take 
two days to "kick in." A slight 
amount of growth is normally 
experienced the next day, but 
the second day is when more 
growth is noticed, especially 
on greens. 

• When adding new sand to 
a bunker, the normal standards 
are 2 to 3 compacted inches on 
the slopes and 4 compacted 
inches on the bottom. When 
adding sand to the bottom of 
bunkers, the 2-inch rule takes 
effect as 6 inches of sand are 
needed, which will settle 2 
inches down to the desired 4-
inch depth over a 90- to 120-
day period. On the slopes, add 
1 extra inch to achieve the 
desired 2- to 3-inch compacted 
depth. 

• The "2" rule also is 
significant when double-cutting 
greens since they will play 
much smoother and faster with 
a second mowing. This is 
witnessed on the better 
conditioned courses in the 
country as well as during 
amateur and professional 
tournaments and champion-
ships. 

• When mowing greens with 
a triplex greensmower, the "2" 
rule comes into effect. Using 
two Whiele-type rollers on the 
front and rear will provide a 
better and lower height of cut 
by providing a better bed-knife 
angle. Two Whiele-type rollers 
can also be used with the same 

Club de Golf Valdcrrama 

MAINTENANCE 
rules in the maintenance business 
results on fiveplex fairway 
mowers and utility triplex 
mowers. Be careful of the extra 
wear that can take place during 
stressful times of the year. 

There are none-2 rules as 
well, such as: 

• When setting the mowing 
height on a triplex 
greensmower to cut the same 

height as a walk-behind 
greensmower, the triplex will 
have to be set one "notch" 
below the walk-behind model 
because of its floating head 
versus a fixed head. That is, 9/ 
64 inch on the triplex mower 
equals 5/32 inch on a walk-
behind. 

• Methyl bromide can still 

be manufactured until Dec. 31, 
2000. 

It is hoped that it can be sold 
on a de-escalating scale from 
2001 until the year 2005, but 
this has not yet been deter-
mined and approved by the 
EPA and United Nations. 

• The USGA Green Section 
agronomists are now using 

U\ have a reputat ion for 

being very demanding. 

In a golf car, I mus t be 

sat is f ied 

tha t my 

guests VALDERRAMA 

are gett ing the best in safety, 

quality, and per fo rmance. 

That is why I ins is ted on 

Club Cars for our gues ts 
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1 OFFICIAL SUPPLIER I f o r my s ta f f . 

That way, everyone gets a 

vehicle they can depend on." 

Jaime Ortiz-Patiho 

"I demand excellence in 
everything I do. That is why 

I chose Club Car." 

We couldn't have said it better. 
If you'd like to hear actual 
comments from Club Car 

customers, call 1-888-374-8657. 
Or visit us on the internet at 

www.clubcar.com. 

I B E S T G O L F C A R 
IN THE WORLD.™ 

Club Car, Inc./lngersoll-Rand 
P.O. Box 204658 

Augusta, GA 30917-4658 USA 
706-863-3000 • Fax: 706-863-5808 

digital 
cameras 
to 
further 
enhance 
their reports, which helps 
course officials further 
understand the complexities of 
agronomic conditions on their 
golf courses. 

http://www.clubcar.com


Standards 
Continued from page 17 

Perhaps the problem with "stan-
dards" is the implication that they 
are absolute; they never change; 
and they have universal applica-
tion. It would be wonderful to 
have standards like the "Golden 
Rule" for golf courses — some-
thing applicable to all people, for 
all time and all situations. But that 
would mean the standards would 

have to be exceedingly broad and 
not terribly useful as "guidelines." 

The Audubon Signature Co-
operative Sanctuary Program is 
premised on a mutual partner-
ship between the environment 
and the economy. It is designed 
for anyone who is developing 
property and wants to adopt a 
sustainable development pro-
cess. And as with any program, 
it needs to provide some guide-
lines, even "standards," that are 

applicable in a variety of situa-
tions to diverse properties. 

Through the Signature Pro-
gram, we've tried to establish 
some Environmental Guidelines 
that are meant to be "dynamic" 
standards — standards that re-
quire thought and dialog, and 
periodic review. 

We've found that no matter 
how broad or narrow our guide-
lines, some governmental agen-
cies would like us to require cer-

tain "standards." Some environ-
mental groups would like us to 
set our "standards" higher. Some 
golf course architects think our 
"standards" are fine, and others 
think we expect too much. 

The bottom line for our orga-
nization is our mission "to en-
hance the quality of life and the 
environment through research, 
education and conservation as-
sistance." Through this and 
Audubon International's guide-

lines, our "standards" are meant 
to help us and those we work to 
achieve that mission. 

So to further this discussion 
about standards, I'd like to focus 
attention on four topics that seem 
to concern people not only in-
volved in the Audubon Signature 
Program but in the golf industry, 
and those involved in the "golf 
and the environment" debate. 

Please consider this an open 
invitation for you to express your 
opinion concerning the follow-
ing topics. We would like to hear 
from those who defend our "stan-
dards" as well as those who ques-
tion their value. 

USGA greens: At present, it is 
a requirement that members of 
the Signature Program build 
USGA-spec greens. This require-
ment is based on our belief that 
the USGA has conducted more 
research and has provided more 
data on USGA greens than any 
other type of green. Given the 
research, we also believe USGA 
greens provide optimum condi-
tions to grow turfgrass for put-
ting greens, and therefore, will 
provide the least impact on the 
environment. On the other hand, 
we require USGA greens even 
though nobody, including the 
USGA, will certify that a green is 
actually a USGA green. 

Drainage: In response to con-
cerns about water quality, present 
Signature Program guidelines say 
that drain lines should not be put 
directly into water bodies. If drain 
lines are put into water bodies, 
then a buffer of at least 25 feet 
must be established around the 
receiving end of the drain where 
no fertilizer or other chemical 
products are used. We feel creat-
ing as much opportunity as pos-
sible for a trapping approach for 
filtering water is preferable to 
dumping drainage directly into 
water. In addition, for the good of 
golfs image, as well as for the 
environment, it is unfortunate to 
have drain lines, or "point sources" 
of pollution, running directly into 
water bodies. 

Pesticide storage: At present, 
the Signature Program requires 
that chemical storage areas be 
located in buildings separate 
from the main maintenance 
building, and that there should 
be a minimum number of feet 
between the buildings. Others 
say that if fireproof walls are 
used, along with appropriate 
drain/recycling systems, ex-
haust fans, etc., storage does not 
have to be in separate buildings. 

Irrigated turfgrass acreage: 
One major requirement for ob-
taining the Audubon Signature 
designation is that you must have 
no more than 90 acres of irri-
gated turfgrass per 18 holes of 
golf course. The purpose is to 
minimize the area to be irrigated, 
thus conserving water, and to 
minimize the areas that must be 
managed with various tech-

Continued on next page 

Whatever your financial needs, let FMAC help you 
achieve your goal. FMAC Golf Finance Group is staffed 
by experienced professionals who really understand 
your business. We offer fixed rate loans with terms of up 
to 20 years. Our floating rate loans feature interest 
ceilings that protect you from runaway inflation and 
interest rates. We lend and lease to all types of golf 
course facilities, from daily-fee courses to member-
owned clubs and long-term leaseholders. When we 

arrange a loan, it's based on the cash flow of your 
business-personal guarantees are often not required. 
Our legal and appraisal process keeps our fees far 
below those of other lenders. Simply provide us with 
the financial data for your facility and we'll provide an 
estimate of its value and the equity available to you. 

Call Doug Brodie in Sonoma; Ralph Little in Noank or 
Doug Schoerke in Greensboro and find out how we take 
the hazards out of golf financing. 

G O L F F I N A N C E G R O U P 

AMERICA'S BUSINESS LENDER™ 
Sonoma, CA 888-681-3622 • Noank, CT 888-511-3622 • Greensboro, NC 888-683-3622 

FMAC is listed on NASDAQ as FMAX. Visit our website at www.fmax.com 
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O z m e n t f inds ' tacky ' 
solut ion for stakes 
By T E R R Y B U C H E N 

ITHACA, N.Y. — Looking for a way to 
make paint last longer on hazard stakes, 
Country Club of Ithaca golf course super-
intendent D. Cord Ozment found one: 
sticky paint. 

Using an assortment of PVC pipe left 
over from an irrigation system installa-
tion, Ozment and his crew used 1-inch 
pipes for red lateral water hazard and 
yellow water hazard stakes, and 2- inch 
pipes for white out-of-bounds stakes. 

"We first built a paint stand using a 12-
by 24- by 2-inch board where holes were 
drilled on 8- to 10-inch centers, and where 
a 10-inch spike was mounted upwards 
through the holes," he explained. "PVC 
pipes were then cut into 32- to 36-inch 
lengths. Next we applied a generous coat 
of PVC primer to the entire surface of 
each stake and placed each stake onto 
the paint stand. 

"We waited approximately 15 minutes 
to allow the PVC to get 'tacky,' then fol-
lowed up with two coats of Rust-Oleum 
spray can paint," Ozment added. 

"The real secret is in the PVC primer," 
Ozment said. "It allows the paint to stick 
to PVC, which makes for a very solid 
paint bond to the plastic pipe. We usually 
get two seasons before they become 
weather-beaten, or the victim of a frus-
trated golfer." 

Standards 
Continued from previous page 
niques. Some members feel this require-
ment is extreme, that it slows down play, 
and that it is an arbitrary number. Oth-
ers say we should reduce the number 
even more. (We do have some members in 
our programs with as little as 60 acres of 
irrigated turfgrass.) Still others say that 
private and public courses should be treated 
differently. Finally, some have said that if 
you construct a course on an area that is 
mostly slope and you don't want to move a 
considerable amount of earth, then you 
need more turfgrass on the course. 

So, this is your invitation to comment. 
Please send me your thoughts. In particu-
lar, if you know of existing research regard-
ing any of these topics, I would like to know 
about it. I'll report on the various com-
ments in future issues. Send comments to: 
Ron Dodson, Audubon International, 46 
Rarick Rd., Selkirk, N.Y. 12158. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Building stores 
coursed soil, 
fertilizer, et al 
By T E R R Y B U C H E N 

ROBINSONVILLE, Miss. — 
Superintendents dream of hel-
ping design the floor plan and 

inner workings of a new maintenance 
building. At Cottonwoods Golf Club 
here, superintendent James D. Harris 
had a hand in state-of-the-art soil-
storage and fertilizer buildings that 
were built for his complex. 

Designed by Hale Irwin and Stan 
Gentry and built by Landscapes 
Unlimited, Inc., Cottonwoods Golf 
Club opened for play in May. The soil-
storage portion of the building has 
five bays. Each measures 14 feet wide 
and 20 feet deep, with a metal roof 
that slopes back from 16-feet-10 
inches high to 13-feet-10 inches. The 
10-inch-thick reinforced concrete 
walls, separating the bins, are 6 feet 
high, with wood construction and 
metal sides up to the metal roofline. 

An enclosed soil-storage bin is used 
for greens top dressing, which has a 
manually operated, retractable metal 
garage door to keep the materials dry 
during inclement weather. Overall 
dimensions are 75 feet wide and 20 
feet deep. Eight-inch-thick concrete-
reinforced floors, along with a 20-foot-
deep concrete slab apron, all slope 
away from the building. 

Since rainfall predominantly comes 
from the south/southeast, the bins 
face north. This keeps landscape 
mulch, fairway topdressing sand and 
bunker sand dry. 

The building's fertilizer storage area 

Green Lawnger™Turf Paint from Becker-Underwood is the fastest way to restore the natural green color to turf which is dormant, discolored or damaged. Ideal for golf courses and sports turf! Green Lawnger helps keep fairways, tees and greens looking healthy and lush. Revitalizes worn areas of stadium turf and brightens up stressed or overplayed fields. Easily applied with many types of sprayers, Green Lawnger blends in beautifully with most grasses. Won't wash or wear off. 
Call or write for more information! 

• • • • • 
B F O C F B 8 0 1 Dayton Avenue 

^ _ Ames, Iowa50010U.S.A. UNDERWOOD me 5152325907 
• ; ; ; ; THE COLOR OF INNOVATION™ Fax 515-232-5961 

Toil-Free t-800-232-5907 

through door en-
ters from the north side of the building. 

Forklifts can stack fertilizer and soil 
amendments two pallets high on the 
reinforced 8-inch-thick concrete 
floors, while the walls are 8- inch-
thick concrete cinder block materials. 
A 24-inch diameter exhaust fan runs 
24 hours a day, keeping the building 
well ventilated. Additional air move-
ment is provided from a vent that can 
be opened and closed in the cupola. 

"We are very pleased with the way 
the combination soil-storage and 
fertilizer building turned out," said 
building architect Doug Balsley of 

quite pleased 
and very proud of our combination 
building," said Harris, a certified golf 
course superintendent. "It is a state-of-
the-art design which is helping set the 
standards in our area. 

"It is really great that we can keep 
our materials separated and mostly 
dry, with the way the roofline and 
positioning of the soil-storage 
building bay," said Harris. 

"The fertilizer storage stores 
plenty of materials so we can keep 
enough fertilizer and soil amend-
ments in stock, which is kept dry 
and available on a moment's notice." 

measures 41 feet 
wide and 20 feet 
deep. Two 12- by 
12-foot metal ga-
rage doors are 
separated by a 3-
foot-wide walk-
through door. An 
additional 3-foot 
wide walk-

7t is really great that we can 
keep our materials separated 
and mostly dry, with the way 

the roofline and positioning of 
the soil-storage building bay.' 

— James D. Harris 

Robert Lamb 
Hart. "It is very 
functional while 
utilizing the 
existing space 
provided in an 
efficient 
manner." 

"Our mainte-
nance staff is 

The five-bay combination soil-/fertilizer-storage building at Cottonwoods 
Golf Club. ON THf 
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BRIEFS 

BLACK KNIGHT AT GRAND 
TRAVERSE'S NORTHERN KNIGHT 
Gary Player patrols his first signature 
course in the state of Michigan, North-
ern Knight, currently under construc-
tion at the Grand Traverse Resort in 
Traverse City. The 7,161-yard layout 
was completely seeded by mid-July and 
is scheduled to open in the spring of 
1999. Fairways and greens are seeded 
with Providence bentgrass, tees with 
Penncross bentgrass and roughs with 
bluegrass and fescue. Country Golf is 
the course builder. KSL Recreation 
owns and operates Grand Traverse. 

OWL'S NEST OPENS FOR PLAY 
CAMPTON/THORNTON, N.H. — 

The owners of Owl's Nest Golf Club 
here have opened its par-72, 7,012-
yard layout. Owl's Nest Golf Club was 
designed by Cornish, Silva and 
Mungeam, Inc., and has been sculpted 
around the natural topography of the 
Pemigewasset River Valley and White 
Mountain National Forest. Owl's Nest 
offers five sets of tees on every hole to 
accommodate golfers at any skill level. 

FAZIO'S BIGHORN FACES DEC. OPENING 
PALM DESERT, Calif. — Bighorn 

Golf Club's new Tom Fazio-designed 
Canyons Course is nearly complete 
and will be ready to open for member 
play in December.The Canyons Course, 
a 7,054-yard, par-72 layout, is set among 
rock-studded canyons, copper foothills, 
streams, waterfalls and rich desert flora. 
It includes a variety of environmental 
and elevation changes, and panoramic 
views from every hole. 

$500M PROJECT BOASTS COURSE 
AURORA, Colo. — U.S. Home Corp. 

has broken ground on a $500-million 
adult housing development here, Heri-
tage at Eagle Brand, that will feature 
an 18-hole golf course. 

" W 

DESIGN ÄND DEVELOPMENI 

Stoned in Pa.: Hurdzan-Fry track a blast in more ways than one 

Limestone boulders formed walls and served as the foundation for tees and greens at aptly named Olde 
Stonewall Golf Club outside Pittsburgh. This shot of the par-315th hole looks back from the green at four 
sets of tees in the background. 

By M A R K L E S L I E 

ELLWOOD CITY, Pa. — The dy-
namiters at the quarry can't blast 
the limestone fast enough to 

keep up with construction of Olde 
Stonewall Golf Club here. Ten- to 14-
foot-high stone walls stretch as long as 
420 feet on parts of the course and 
serve to bulwark many tees and greens, 
while visitors might confuse the 
maintenance building or clubhouse 
with an English castle and this Pitts-
burgh suburb with British countryside. 

"The golf course is starting to look 
like a quarry," said Joe Niebur of golf 
course builder Niebur Golf, Inc. "Peo-
ple will be shocked when they play it." 

"Purely for scenic reasons, you will go 
away talking about it, in awe of what the 
guy has done," said course architect 
Dana Fry about developer Rick Hvizdak, 
who fell in love with the limestone 
produced by a nearby quarry and decided 
to make it a keystone of the design. 

"There is no cutting corners [with 
Hvizdak]," Fry said. "In a way, he's the 
ultimate client because he makes his 
decisions totally on what's best for golf, 
period. A lot of guys talk the talk, but 
he lets his wallet do the talking and he 
does it first-class." 

Initially to be called Heron's Landing, 
Olde Stonewall Golf Club became the 
course's name when it became apparent 
boulders would play such a dominant 
part in the project. Ranging in size from 2 
tons to 12-ton giants that dwarf even 

bulldozers on site, the rocks total 35,000 
to 40,000 tons at $32 per ton. Do the 
arithmetic, and that is about $1.28 million 
for stone on the $ll-million project. 

It is so much that folks at neighboring 
Continued on page 28 

Vegas course copies great holes from British Open 
LAS VEGAS—Eighteen holes inspired 

by famous holes played in the British 
Open comprise the new Royal Links here. 

A daily-fee course developed by South-
west Golf and designed by Dye Designs 
International, the project will include a 
traditional Scottish-style clubhouse and 
numerous museum-quality displays hon-
oring the history of the game. 

"Golf is very, very special to me," said 
Bill Walters, chairman and CEO of South-
west Golf. "I look at this as an opportunity 
to give something back to the game by 
providing players who might never visit 
Great Britain an opportunity to experi-
ence golf the way it was originally in-

tended." 
The Royal Links is not associated nor 

affiliated with or sponsored by The Brit-
ish Open or any of the courses that 
inspired The Royal Links, nor has per-
mission been sought or attained to use 
their names or hole designs. 

In designing the 6,970-yard, par-72 
Royal Links, Perry Dye sent his design 
team to the United Kingdom to experi-
ence the golf courses for themselves. 

"What we learned from visiting the 
actual golf holes that inspired The Royal 
Links is much more than simply what 
the holes looked like and how things 
were laid out," said Dye. "Those things 

you can get from a drawing or a photo-
graph. Rather, we gained first-hand 
knowledge of the real nuances that give 
these great holes their endearing char-
acter. 

"For instance, we now know exactly 
what it feels like to stand in one of these 
menacing sod-faced bunkers and peer 
out towards the green. We know from 
experience how deceptive reverse bun-
kers can be to a player. And, all of these 
'feelings' will enable us to ensure that 
what we are building here in Las Vegas is 
truly authentic." 

The scorecard reads like an all-star 
Continued on page 29 

Rick Smith's 
Arcadia Bluffs 
set for 1999 

ARCADIA, Mich. — Perched 
dramatically above Lake Michi-
gan, and offering water views on 
every hole, Arcadia Bluffs Golf 
Club is entering its final con-
struction phase in anticipation 
of a summer 1999 opening. 

"It reminds me of Ballybunion 
in Ireland," said course designer 
Rick Smith of the property lo-
cated just north of Manistee. 

"When I'm here, I stay on-site 
until sundown, because the land-
scape is so intriguing and so 
enjoyable to work," said Warren 
Henderson, the senior design 

the project. 
"There's not a day tha^goes-by 
when I don't see something new 
and amazing." 

Continued on page 28 
The par-4 3rd hole at Arcadia Bluffs looks out over Lake Michigan. The photo is taken from the tee box. The green 
is being watered at the center of the background. 



DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 

INTRODUCING 
A MOWER THAT UNDERSTANDS 
THE NATURE OF YOUR JOB 
T h e all-new Reelmaster 3100 -D is more than an evolution of the species. 

I ts a whole new breed that adapts instantly to the challenges of your 

course. Equipped with the Sidewinder cutting unit, you'll trim precisely 

around tricky bunker edges or trim areas. Shift the Sidewinder out as far as 

24 inches on-the-fly to cut close without getting too close for comfort. 

And get the best possible view of what's ahead with the out-front operator 

station. Visit your Toro distributor for a demo, call 800-803-8676 ext. 152, 

or see the new Reelmaster 3100-D at www.toro.com/golf. 

Arcadia Bluffs 
Continued from page 27 

"With no water hazards on the 
course, the fescues, bunkers and 
chipping areas around the 
greens will make Arcadia Bluffs 
look as much like a seaside links 
as possible," said Smith. "And, 
best of all, it won't require a pass-
port or an overseas flight to get 
there/' 

The Arcadia Bluffs site is com-

prised largely of sand, lending it-
self to a windswept dunes appear-
ance. Native grasses and fescue 
will enhance the links look Smith 
and Henderson aspire to, as will 
dozens of sod-wall bunkers. 

"The sod-wall bunkers create 
a fantastic visual effect," said 
Smith. "As the sun goes down 
late in the day, they create shad-
ows which give every hole a 
unique look, one that seems to 
change by the hour." 

The par-72 layout stretches 
over a 245-acre parcel situated 
150 feet above the Lake Michi-
gan shoreline. 

Arcadia Bluffs will be a daily-
fee course offering private club 
amenities. The club will feature 
a clubhouse overlooking Lake 
Michigan as well as a practice 
facility and practice putting 
greens. The project was com-
missioned by RVP Development 
Corp. of Grand Rapids. 

Olde Stonewall 
Continued from page 27 
Connoquenessing Country Club 
nicknamed Hvizdak "The Stone 
Baron," a moniker that will be 
given to the bar in the 30,000-
square-foot, castle-like club-
house, which will boast 47-foot-
high turrets on the corners. 

Superintendent Richie D'Am-
brosio, who came here after serv-
ing three years as an assistant at 
both Allegheny Country Club 
and Diamond Run Golf Club in 
Sewickley, sits in a 8,000-square-
foot maintenance building also 
shaped like a castle. 

Yet, D'Ambrosio points to 
other facets of the course that 
set it apart. Among them: 

• a 30-foot-high bridge that 
spans a 250-foot natural ravine 
and has a natural rock waterfall 
ledge beneath it; and 

• a par-3 14th hole on which 
two waterfalls front the green. 

But in the end, Fry said, the 
upscale public-access course 
"will gain its notoriety from the 
amount of rock walls. It physi-
cally is unbelievable, especially 
when you see the size of these 
rocks." 

To wit: 
• More than 2,000 linear feet 

of sloped rock served as rip rap 
along the Connoquenessing 
River. 

• The 420-yard length of the 
par-4 6th hole was "rock-walled." 

• All the tee boxes, curbing, 
lakes, rivers and streams were 
rock-walled. 

• Rock walls serve to hold up 
many areas along the back nine 
that were built with severe el-
evation changes and deep cuts. 

For Niebur, the project encom-
passed challenges far beyond the 
norm. "We're using a 690 with 
an oversized grapple," he said. 
"We busted the thing twice, but 
it's as big as we could find. 

"The other problem was get-
ting the rocks to the back of the 
property where the terrain is 
severe." 

But it was worth it, Niebur 
said, adding: "The owner has a 
good taste for quality. He and 
Dana have come up with some 
great stuff." 

Fry summed it up: 
"Rick loves golf/Tie^aid, "and 

is one of those guys that if one 
rock's good, two is better, and 
three must be the best." 

DYE, WEED OPEN OCEAN LINKS AT AMELIA ISLAND PLT. 
AMELIA ISLAND, Fla. — Featuring five holes along the Atlan-

tic Ocean, the Pete Dye and Bobby Weed-designed Ocean Links 
at Amelia Island Plantation opened for play on Sept. 1. "Building 
this golf course represented two unique opportunities for me: 
working with my mentor, Pete Dye, and designing the ocean-
front holes," Weed said. "It was certainly an experience I will 
remember for some time.The course provides golfers with a 
memorable experience as well. The medium-length par-3 15th 
plays directly towards the Atlantic, and club selection is at the 
mercy of the ocean breeze. It can be anything from a 5-iron to a 
bazooka," Weed said. 

The first nine holes opened in April. 

http://www.toro.com/golf
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British Open holes spice Vegas creation 
Continued from page 27 
roster of British golf. The 8th 
hole will play similar to Royal 
Troon's famed "Postage Stamp." 
Number 10 will be reminiscent 
of St. Andrews' hazardous "Road 
Hole." And the 12th hole will 
remind players of the pivotal No. 
6 at Royal Birkdale, where Mark 
O'Meara nearly lost his golf ball 

and the title on the final day of 
the 1998 British Open. 

"Many players never get the 
opportunity to play the grand old 
courses of Great Britain. And for 
them, The Royal Links is meant to 
provide a connection to the his-
tory and tradition that make golf 
the game it is," said Walters. "But 
even without all that, this course 

will stand on its own as an excep-
tional and challenging place to 
play. Even though in many as-
pects it will feel as though you're 
walking through a museum, play-
ers should come expecting a real 
test. We chose the holes we did 
because they represent some of 
the best golf has to offer." 

"Because the plants that grow 

in Scotland will not grow in the 
desert of Las Vegas, we sought 
to simulate the texture of Scot-
tish landscaping by using rela-
tives of those species found in 
Scotland from other parts of the 
world," said Dye. "I think people 
will be amazed how closely the 
desert plants we have selected 
resemble those in the Scottish 
countryside. We've even heavily 
sanded the fairways to give them 
the same feeling as those in the 

Scottish links land." 
Players at The Royal Links will 

have the option of walking the 
golf course assisted by caddies, 
and the course will feature monu-
ments indicating the spots where 
great moments in golf history 
took place on the holes that in-
spired The Royal Links. A 
scoreboard on the course will 
feature the scores of players from 
various rounds of the British 
Opens throughout history. A dis-
play honoring American winners 
of the British Open will be 
erected near the practice green 
to add to the museum-like qual-
ity of the golf club. 

Building the $20 million The 
Links of Las Vegas, Impact Golf 
Construction, Inc. faced major 
irrigation and drainage chal-
lenges. The scheme is elaborate, 
drawing reclaimed and treated 
water from the sanitary treat-
ment facility adjacent to the prop-
erty on the east side of the city. 

Joe Gomez, project manager 
for Impact Golf, oversaw initial 
grading that began last Decem-
ber and the entire drainage, irri-
gation and course shaping that 
was accomplished by mid-May 
in order to meet the grass and 
landscaping schedules. 

"What took Mother Nature hun-
dreds, if not thousands of years to 
develop naturally in the British 
Isles, we're trying to shape in a 
couple of months with graders and 
scrapers," said Gomez. "The 
mounds and moguls, links-type 
fairways, and bunkers are all to 
the exact measurements of their 
real counterparts along with the 
oversized greens that are signa-
tures of the Scottish golf courses." 

The fairways are going to be 
planted with Bermudagrass and 
the rough will be a combination 
of fescue, tall meadow grass and 
zoysiagrass that will help deliver 
the patchy look of the Scottish 
links courses. 

The drainage system is quite 
intricate. Although Las Vegas 
expects to have only an average 
of 4 inches rainfall a year, there 
will be a series of 600 small catch 
basins and more than 60,000 feet 
of drainage pipe under the golf 
course, rough, tees and greens. 

"From time to time on golf 
courses built on desert ground 
with high salinity," said Gomez, 
"you have to totally flush the 
grass salts from the soil under 
the grasses. In these circum-
stances we will water everything 
to the maximum, collect the wa-
ter in the catch basins and drain 
the water away." 

Gomez has employed a 
Vermeer V-5750,59-horsepower 
rubber tire trencher with a tren-
cher/plow combo to install the 
system. Cutting trenches at a 
minimum of 4 feet for the solid 
HDPE pipe, the trencher's vi-
bratory plow was used to install 
the coiled 1-inch flexible poly-
ethylene drip lines for the trees 
and bushes. 
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Little Thunder Hill adds 'kids' dimension to facility 
A, 

Reaching Out 
One of a series of stories on 

projects and initiatives undertaken 
to bring new golfers into the game. 

By J O H N H . T I D Y M A N 
MADISON, Ohio — Last fall, Fred 

Slagle and his two boys, Darian, 6, and 
Damon, 5, were walking around the prop-
erty adjacent to his Thunder Hill Golf 
Course. "What do you think we should do 
with this land?" he asked. "Dad," Darian 
piped up, "we gotta build a kids' golf 
course." Slagle laughed and continued 
the hike. 

In 1967, he had built the most fearsome 
course in the area, Thunder Hill speckled 

with nearly 100 ponds and lakes, almost 
that many traps and a topography diffi-
cult for tanks. 

On the way home, Darian tugged on his 
father's pant leg. "We could call it Little 
Thunder," he said. Slagle looked at the 
earnest eyes of his boy and laughed again. 

At the supper table that night, it became 
clear Darian wasn't finished selling the idea 
of a golf course for kids. His mother, Eliette, 
suggested the boys could sneak out on 
Thunder Hill. Darian heaved an exagger-

ated sigh and turned to his father. 
"Dad," he explained slowly, "we can't 

hit balls over the lakes and those people 
don't want us there anyhow. Not only 
that, but where can our friends play?" 

Slagle promised to look into the mat-
ter. Over the next week, he called the 
PGA, the United States Golf Association 
and other golf organizations to ask where 
can kids age 6 to 12 might play golf. The 
answer was always the same: nowhere. 

Then along came The First Tee, a pro-

gram designed to bring kids to golf. "We 
immediately contacted them," Slagle said. 
"They were going to cities and hoping to 
have a few acres donated on which they 
would build a driving range and a three-
hole course. It occurred to us, kids still 
wouldn't have a place to play." 

Part of The First Tee calls for encour-
aging public courses to accommodate 
youths. "It's a well-known economic fac-
tor," Slagle said, "that it's very difficult to 
maintain any pace of play (with kids on 
the course.) We wish them the best, but 
it may be unrealistic to expect courses to 
accommodate kids." 

The Slagle property measured 65 acres, 
roughly half what was needed for a regula-
tion-length course. He crunched numbers 
in his office and came up with a greens fee 
structure. Too bad it would prevent any kid 
from playing. 'To build, maintain and oper-
ate the course would mean green fees of 
$25 to $35. There's no way a kid can afford 
that. So we looked into the possibility of a 
non-profit golf foundation." 

Two angels alighted immediately: 
Slagle's attorney, Tim Cannon, and his 
accountant, Bert Hudson. Both volun-
teered their professional services. 

The normal way would have been to 
start the foundation and raise money for 
a couple years and then begin clearing 
the land, Slagle said. But he doesn't work 
that way. Taken with the idea of Little Thun-
der - A Kid's Golf Foundation, he was walk-
ing the property, tagging tulip, dogwood 
and dogwood trees. By the time he fin-
ished, nearly 900 trees had been tagged. 

Dick Psolla, of REP Consulting, in 
Canfield, brought his son, Eric, to the 
property and the two took soil samples and 
had them analyzed at Brookside Laborato-
ries, in New Knoxville. The abandoned farm 
land was perfect for a golf course. 

The team was slowly forming, with 
neither a bugle nor a conscription. When 
providers of services or goods were asked 
to volunteer, all but one said yes. 

Tim Stocker, of Crabbs Survey in 
Painesville, who has worked in the past 
for Slagle, offered his help with engineer-
ing; same with professional shaper Rob-
ert Zanko, from nearby Geauga County. 
Mahnen Machinery, Inc., in Painesville, 
loaned an excavator and bulldozer. 

Over the winter, Slagle took topographi-
cal maps of the land to his winter resi-
dence in Costa Rica. It was there he de-
signed the 18 holes. 

When the family returned last spring, 
Slagle staked out the center lines. The 
routing plan was remarkably compatible 
with the 900 tagged trees; only seven had 
to be removed. 

Five dozen sand traps and three lakes 
were incorporated into the design. Two 
of the lakes are aesthetic, one is for irri-
gation. None of the lakes is a forced carry. 

It was time for a few more angels to 
appear and they did. 

"As we worked, we realized the cost 
would be substantial, that we didn't have 
the resources to do it all. At that point," 
Slagle said, "we thought, 'we haven't 

Continued on next page 
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Little Thunder 
Continued from previous page 
raised any money.' And that's 
the hardest thing to ask for. And 
none of us had any experience 
asking, either. So we wondered 
if people would help with raw 
materials and services." 

Slagle's pitch was a simple one: 
He was building an 18-hole golf 
course for kids, a course where 
kids would be welcome, where 
they would learn the lessons golf 
offers all its students: honesty, 
fairness, consideration, respect. 

The army of angels grew: R. W. 
Sidley Co. provided all the sand 
for the greens mix as well as tons 
of gravel for the base of greens. It 
also offered sand for traps. 

Arms Trucking in Geauga 
County offered to haul the 4,000 
tons of sand. "They did it accord-
ing to our construction sched-
ule, not theirs," Slagle said. 

Blending the mix for the greens 
calls for a blender. Construction 
company executive Don Haueter 
had the blender trucked to the 
site and sent three of his employ-
ees there to do the blending. 

Slagle called Barry's Truck-
ing to see if it could help with the 
cleaning and shredding of the 
topsoil taken from the construc-
tion of the lakes. "He screened 
all our topsoil and then offered 
to do some trucking for us." 

Psolla, the consultant who did 
the soil survey, put Slagle in 
touch with Chicago peat moss 
broker Jeff Kozell. Sungrow Hor-
ticulture, a Canadian peat moss 
company, was asked and truck-
loads of the stuff arrived. 

"Dick also told us about a lime 
dealer in Detroit. We needed 
about 80 tons to sweeten the soil 
and make the growing faster and 
easier," Slagle said. 

Alan Meyer, the Detroiter, dis-
patched the lime and Janson's 
Soil Service, from Rock Creek, 
brought in a spreader and ap-
plied the lime. 

The course needed drain tile 
and Advance Drainage, in Co-
lumbus, offered to provide all 
that was needed. 

The shaper, Zanko, climbed 
aboard his bulldozer in July and 
made the place look like a golf 
course. While he went back and 
forth, a team of volunteer union 
pile drivers led by Albert Redden 
arrived and built a retaining wall. 

"We'll be planting grass this 
month," Slagle said. 

Even IMG, the sports promo-
tion and agent company, got in 
the act. Slagle produced a six-
page summary for use as a fund-
raiser. IMG created a color topo-
graphical rendering of Little 
Thunder to be included. 

It is part of Little Thunder's 
application to the USGA for a 
$100,000 grant for classrooms 
and equipment. "We'll know in 
November," Slagle said. 

Next on the schedule is the 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

building of a log cabin golf school. The Amish community will donate that. Logging Enter-prises is owned by Wally Byler of Middlefield and he will as-semble a crew that will apply its barn-raising talents to a big pile of donated logs. 
Words and Images helped cre-

ate the logo which features a hand 
coming down from the clouds and 
children jumping from the palm 
to the golf course. 

"One of the big challenges was 
creating a unique logo for Little 
Thunder," she said. "We looked 
at lots of other junior golf pro-
grams, but they all had a small 
boy with a bag on his shoulder. 
We wanted something a little 
more exciting, something with 
more impact." 

Fine Line Printing, in Cleveland, 
created the stationery and Clean 
Stream, Inc. is providing environ-
mental services. Lake Erie Golf 

Cars, in Solon, and North Coast 
Golf Equipment, in Warrensville 
Heights, join Meadowbrook Golf 
Group in loaning equipment and 
carts. Meadowbrook manages 
Thunder Hill. 

Little Thunder will be 100 per-
cent for youths when out of 
school, Slagle said. "But we'll 
also have the opportunity to use 
the facility and allow the public 
to use it during the off-kids time." 

The general public can pay 

normal fees and it will help sub-
sidize the kids." 

It is Slagle's dream that kids' 
green fees be minimal or non-
existent. He also dreams of 
money. Corporate sponsorships 
to complete the course and oper-
ate it are next on the list. 

Slagle is looking for an execu-
tive director who will form the 
board of trustees and serve as 
rainmaker. 

The dream is well under way. 

(800)413-5500 
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Els teams with Poellot on D.C. track WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Kemper Sports Man 
agement has hired two-

time U.S. Open Champion Ernie 
Els and architect J. Michael 
Poellot to design a course here. 

"There are some great old 
courses in the D.C. area, like 
Congressional Country Club, 
which has a special place in my 
heart," said Els. "We want to of-
fer that traditional, yet champi-

onship feel to the public golfer 
in this area." 

The future Whiskey Creek 
Golf Club sits on gently rolling 
terrain framed by the Catoctin 
Mountains. Golfers will expe-
rience elevation changes, some 
open holes, tree-lined holes 
and a stretch of holes through 

a pine forest. 
The property also features 

many unique rock outcroppings 
and a 19th-century barn that will 
influence the strategy on the 18th 
hole. Whiskey Creek will be an 
upscale, daily-fee golf facility. 

"Poellot brings an abundance 
of technical, aesthetic and golf 

course design experience, and 
Ernie adds a special element of 
strategy and tradition," said 
Steve Lesnik, chief executive 
officer of Kemper Sports, which 
is developing Whiskey Creek 
Golf Course with Dunn / 
Goodwin Associates and will 
operate the course. 

"The Whiskey Creek site of-
fers a wonderful opportunity for 
a highly memorable round of golf 
due to the great diversity of its 
natural setting," said Poellot. 

"We have placed great empha-
sis on routing an 18-hole golf 
experience that will bring into 
play virtually every aspect of this 
beautiful site. It's hard to believe 
our entrance is only two miles 
from Interstate 270." 

Robinson design: 
More shoreline 
than any in world 

WINDSOR, Colo. — Sitting 
"virtually on an island," the Ted 
Robinson-designed Pelican 
Lakes Golf Course will boast 
more shoreline than any other 
course in the world when it opens 
for play by mid-summer 1999, 
according to its developer, 
Trollco Inc., of Windsor. 

The lakes, created from previ-
ously mined sand and gravel pits, 
surround the course while the 
river snakes through the middle. 

Pelican Lakes, situated be-
tween Ft. Collins, Loveland and 
Greeley, can claim such a title 
thanks to the integration of the 
Cache La Poudre River in its lay-
out as well as the inclusion of 
four mammoth lakes. Robinson 
incorporated water as a feature 
on 17 of the 18 holes. In fact, 
some holes of this par-72 course 
are lined on both sides by water. 

Trollco spokesman Martin 
Lind said RBI Golf, Inc. will wrap 
up construction and seeding this 
fall. 

The property is also unique 
because the lakes of the Water 
Valley subdivision buffer it from 
residential development. Pri-
vately owned by Pelican lakes, 
LLC, the golf course will be semi-
private. While the course will be 
open to the public, memberships 
also will be available. 

Nicklaus' Rocky 
Gap opens 

CUMBERLAND, Md. — 
Rocky Gap Lodge & Golf Resort, 
located in the mountains of west-
ern Maryland, plans to open the 
first nine holes of its Jack Nick-
laus-designed golf course later 
this year. 

Overlooking Lake Habeeb, the 
7,000-yard course ranges from 
gently rolling, relatively open 
fairways to rugged terrain sur-
rounded by woods. 

Natural rock formations dot 
the periphery of the course, and 
the landscape contains many 
springs and wetlands, each care-
fully preserved. Grass and foli-
age native to the region have 
been planted to maintain the 
course's harmony with its natu-
ral surroundings. 
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Andrews AFB becomes first military base with 54 holes of golf 
By MARK L E S L I E 

CAMP SPRINGS, Md. — "Non-appro-
priated funds" and "great golf' are the 
key words at Andrews Air Force Base 
(AFB) here as it became the first military 
base in the world with 54 holes of golf 
when the South Course opened Aug. 1. 

The Courses at Andrews Air Force Base 
(AFB) built the third 18-hole course with 
no taxpayers' money, just profits from 
the other two courses operated by 
Michael Thomas. And they built it in what 
could be termed the best-case environ-
mental scenario. 

"We took an old refuse site, capped it, 
and built a beautiful golf course on top," 
said Brian Ault of Ault, Clark & Associ-
ates, who co-designed the South Course 
with his son Eric. "We created wetlands, 
discovered an endangered wild flower 
during the process and fenced off a half 
acre to preserve it, and greatly improved 
the overall property." 

Ault cited course builder Ryan Cen-
tral of Janesville, Wis., for doing "an 
outstanding job under a very bureau-
cratic process that involved a lot of 
regulations and paperwork not routine 
in constructing golf courses... I don't 
know that another contractor could 
have persevered." 

Whenever Air Force One was flying in 
or out, for instance, the rule was that 

The 3rd hole on the new South Course at Andrews AFB, overlooking the base lake with the flight line in the background. 

work must stop and workers must gather 
in one spot until released. 

The landfill caused other problems, 
such as when a crew digging out a pond 
ran into underground debris and had to 
abandon it. 

And the drought of 1997 exacerbated 
problems for head superintendent Luke 
Maisonpierre and assistant Chris Dwyer, 
since water had to be shut off to the other 
36 holes while a well was dug. 

Since all three courses had to start at a 
common clubhouse, Ault borrowed two 
holes from the East Course for the new 
nine and built two new holes for the East 
Course. 

But the results, Ault said, are inspiring, 
especially since one of the other nines at 
the base was designed by Ault's father 
Edmund. 

"They made it clear from the begin-
ning," he said, "the East and West courses 

were modest in challenge and character. 
This new one was to have some sparkle to 
it and attract the ardent golfer." 

Ault said they took "great advantage" 
of the existing Base Lake, layout out the 
par-3 3rd hole and par-4 4th along the 
water. "They are the signature holes," he 
said. 

Concerned with conserving water and 
chemicals, the military mandated that 
Bermudagrass be used on the fairways. 

Partners line up for World Golf Village 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The St. Joe 

Co. and Davidson Development, Inc. will 
join forces to help develop Saint Johns 
and the World Golf Village. 

St. Joe has agreed in principle to ac-
quire 400 acres of the core commercial 
portion of Saint Johns from SJH Partner-
ship LTD., an affiliate of Dunavant Enter-
prises, Inc. St. Joe will also be acquiring 
certain commercial development rights 
for office and warehouse development 
within Saint Johns, home of the World 
Golf Village in St. Johns County. 

The 400-acre corporate campus/busi-
ness park is designed for companies that 
want to conduct their day-to-day business 
in an especially pleasant and well-planned 
setting. 

Zoned for office and industrial, the park 
is expected to attract national and inter-
national companies. 

"Golf is a great office part amenity, and 
we believe there is the potential to create 
a premier business environment comple-
menting this exceptional development," 
a spokesman for The St. Joe Co. said. 

Jim Davidson, president of Davidson 
Development, developer of Saint Johns 
said, "We wanted a company that shared 
our commitment to cutting-edge devel-
opment that respects individual and com-
munity needs. Given the track record of 
St. Joe's people, we are confident that we 
have aligned with the best team possible." 

Billed as "a small city," Saint Johns will 
eventually offer more than 6.4 million 
square feet of office, commercial and in-
dustrial space along with 7,200 residen-
tial units, 54 holes of golf, environmental 
preserves, parks and schools, in addition 
to the World Golf Village international 
destination resort, according to Davidson. 

Saint Johns and the World Golf Village is 
a 6,300-acre, $1.75 billion real-estate project 
that local government officials believe could 
attract as many as 1 million visitors each 
year. 

It includes a World Golf Hall of Fame, a 
golf academy, a championship golf course 
and the headquarters of PGA Tour Produc 
tions. 

Architects release RFP info 
Developers, investors and compa-

nies involved in golf course develop-
ment can benefit from a free planning 
guide offered by the American Society 
of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA). 

Request For Proposal For Golf 
Course Architectural Services is a com-
prehensive document designed to help 
developers address key elements of a 
project, including general notice, scope 

of services, owner's responsibilities, 
submittal requirements and the selec-
tion process. 

"The Request For Proposal document 
benefits everyone involved in a golf 
course project," said Bob Lohmann, 
president of the society. 

Those interested in obtaining a copy 
of the RFP form and the ASGCA's mem-
bership list should contact the ASGCA, 
221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, 111 60601; 
phone 312-372-7090. 

Vacs for any size job 
Whatever you need,Brouwer delivers. The BV85,the 
largest capacity vacuum unit of its type, is ideal for 

fast cleanup of large turf and hard surface 
areas. The midsize BV138 is for hard-to-get 

areas that require a compact, 
maneuverable machine. For 
quick cleanup or big jobs, no 

other vac can match our 
capacity for performance. 

BV138 

289 N. KURZEN PO. BOX 504 DALTON, OH 44618-0504 

Nobody cuts it like Brouwer 

330-828-0200 • FAX 330-828-1008 



DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 

The (Fundraising) World According to Father Leo 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — Golf and the Church. An 
unlikely partnership? Not really, 
according to Leo Armbrust, a 
Catholic priest who is trying to 
couple a $60 million teenage 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
campus with a world-class golf 
course here. 

Father Leo, as he is affection-
ately known in the Greater Mi-
ami community where he also 
serves as the National Football 
League Miami Dolphins' team 
chaplain, took a few minutes re-
cently to explain why marrying 
golf with programs to help 
troubled kids makes all the sense 
in the spiritual/practical world 

and, particularly, how he has 
succeeded in raising $20 million 
in 16 months for the project. 

"The challenge," he said, "isn't 
to come up with new ways of 
helping people. There are al-
ready cutting-edge operations 
and procedures and philosophies 
out there that are doing tremen-
dously good work. The challenge 

today is coming up with creative 
ways of funding programs that 
help people. 

"If I want to go to New York to 
meet Fortune 500 CEOs, I soon 
found out that every time I go, I 
have to get an entree from some-
one who knows them. I might be 
lucky to get 15, 20, or at best 30 
minutes to sit down and talk 

about what I'm doing. And usu-
ally, that's not enough time. 

"So, instead of me standing 
outside an office in a mile-long 
line, I discovered how addictive 
golf is as a behavior. I know 
people with incredible IQs, who 
will stand outside in a terrific 
thunderstorm and try to hit a 
little white ball. All intelligence 
and reason goes out the window. 

"So I decided if I was going to 
Continued on next page 

Tidal wave 
Continued from page 1 

Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Gary 
Player, Pete Dye and Tom Fazio. 
The five architects have donated 
their design services, said 
Armbrust. 

"The hardest thing about this 
is putting the five of us together 
in a room and seeing if any of us 
come out," joked Nicklaus dur-
ing the press conference an-
nouncing the project. 

"I'm happy to be here and 
happy to find out what Jack knows 
about building golf courses," 
chided Palmer. 

A half-dozen contractors have 
also offered free services to build 
the course. Profits from the pri-
vate club will help operate the 
treatment center and also provide 
a training ground for the teenag-
ers to learn golf course mainte-
nance and landscaping skills. 

"I have 70 percent of the golf 
course being built right now for 
nothing," Armbrust said. 

Armbrust hopes to start con-
struction by late 1999 and have the 
course ready for play by the end of 
the year 2000. He's already raised 
$20 million toward the $60 million 
project in the past 16 months. 

"A lot of my friends who have 
given, violate the 14-club rule," 
Armbrust said. 'They don't have 
more than 14 clubs in their bag. 
They belong to more than 14 clubs." 

Last May, a Florida-based golf 
course maintenance company 
approached Armbrust and of-
fered to do all the horizontal work 
for free. Armbrust's attorney esti-
mated the value of that donation at 
$2.5 million. What did the com-
pany want in return? Nothing. 

According to Armbrust: "The 
company said 'We do $350 mil-
lion of business around the coun-
try and employ 4,000 people. We 
don't have a human resource 
pool. If you allow us, we'll build a 
facility to teach your kids land-
scape maintenance, agronomy 
and golf course maintenance. If 
we train them, we'll hire them.' " 

The private, non-profit facility 
will provide therapy, education 
and vocational training for South 
Florida's troubled youth. It will 
have 250 kids in residence, aged 
13 to 18. Another 300 to 500 slots 
will be available for day students. • • • 

Nearby, construction could 
Continued on next page 
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Tidal wave 
Continued from previous page 
begin in October on the Golf Digest Maga-
zine community, which would eventually 
include two 18-hole championship 
courses, an 18-hole pitch-and-putt track, 
elaborate golf campus, 105,000 square 
feet of office space, 50,000 square feet of 
commercial property and 2,150 homes. 
The project is located on the north side of 
PGA Boulevard, directly across the street 
from the PGA of America headquarters. 

Developer John Bills of JCB is teaming 
with Golf Digest on the ambitious 2,300-
acre project, which will also include 10 
corporate lodges, 100 golf cottages and 
hundreds of acres of open space. JCB 
Golf Ventures also developed nearby 
Ballen Isles Country Club, according to 
project director Jack Mathis. Golf Digest 
will be part owner and is lending its li-
censing name to the project. 

"This will fulfill a need for Golf Digest, 
which has been looking for a place to 
hold corporate events and a base for its 
golf schools," Mathis said. 

Tom Fazio is designing all three daily-
fee courses and the practice center that 
will serve as headquarters for the Golf 
Digest golf schools. 

"The 18-hole, pitch-and-putt course will 
be roughly 1,000 yards long, with holes 
ranging from 25 to 95 yards," Mathis 
said. "The holes will be lighted." 

If all goes as planned, the golf compo-
nent could be ready for play by November 
1999, with a grand opening tentatively 
planned in conjunction with the January 
2000 PGA Merchandise Show. Green fees 
will be commensurate with nearby upscale, 
daily-fee facilities, Mathis added. • • • 

Then there is Jack Nicklaus, the de-
signer/investor of a planned course that 
partner and former NFL running back 
Tucker Fredrickson calls "Jack's legacy." 

Nicklaus, who makes his home min-
utes away in North Palm Beach, and 34 
founding partners plan to begin construc-
tion in October on The Bear's Club, a 
premier private club located on 369 acres 
along the Palm Beach/Jupiter border. 
The new development is tucked between 
the existing Frenchman's Creek and 
Admiral's Cove golf communities. 

"I've always dreamed of building a very 
fine private golf club in my own back-
yard," said Nicklaus, who will also be the 
club chairman. 

The Bear's Club has been compared to 
Muirfield Village in Nicklaus' native Ohio. 
But unlike Muirfield, it will not be a high-
profile facility nor will it host a major 
tournament. There will be a 12-room 
lodge, 12 golf cottages and 70 house lots. 
Plans are to limit members to 300. 

The project, which like Renaissance 
Village is located on property owned by 
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, has received city approvals 
and is awaiting the go-ahead from the 
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict, Fredrickson said. 

Fredrickson, the former New York Gi-
ants running back, has worked in the 
securities and real-estate market and was 
involved in the construction of the Greg 
Norman-designed Medalist Golf Club that 
opened in 1995 in Hobe Sound. 

"We're awaiting bids from a number of 
local contractors," Fredrickson said. 

The World 
Continued from previous page 
go ahead and get corporate CEOs for 
more than 15 to 30 minutes, I could 
invite them and three of their friends 
down to play at this world champion-
ship golf course. Now I've got them for 
four hours, with no phone, no faxes and 
no interruptions. Where else can you 
get someone for four hours to do that? 
Not only that, I don't need the hand-
some brochure, fantastic slide show or 
great spiel. I got them where I want 
them. 

"Today, you have to give people some-
thing back for their philanthropy. You 
have to make it a worthwhile and needed 
cause and it has to be tax-deductible. It 
has to be a win-win situation. 

"[From the charitable facility's stand-
point] Not only is it a way to market and 
advertise what you're doing, it's a way of 
enlisting high-profile corporations that 
get something back, and at the same 
time enjoying the prospect of having 
their company name on a hole or a build-
ing on a campus that is helping kids. 

"Florida ranks 44th in the nation in 
child-care services and education. Last 

year, we were 47th, ahead of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and the District of Columbia. 
And we will be the third-largest state in 
the nation, passing New York, by the year 
2000. So, essentially, this problem is not 
going away. 

"I'm all in favor of promoting golf today 
for kids. Kids are getting opportunities 
on courses they never had before. But 
somebody has to cut the grass. So, part of 
the project we are endeavoring to build 
will teach these kids golf course mainte-
nance, agronomy, landscape maintenance 
and a lot of things related to the golf 

Continued on page 38 
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Topping the polls 
Following are British and Scottish golf 
course architects and the ranking of their 
designs by Golf Digest in its latest list of 
America's 100 Greatest Golf Courses, re-
leased in 1997: 

1 . Pine Valley GC, Pine Valley, N.J. — 
George Crump (American) and H.S . Colt, 
Brit (1922) 
2 . Augusta National GC, Augusta, Ga. — 

Alister Mackenzie, Brit ( 1933) 
3 . Cypress Point, Pebble Beach, Calif. — 

Mackenzie (1928) 
9 . Pinehurst CC No. 2, Pinehurst, N.C. — 
Donald Ross, Scotsman (1935) 
1 0 . Oakland H i l l s CC South Course, 
Bloomfield Hi l l s , Mich. — Ross (1918) 
1 1 . The Olympic Club (Lake), San Fran-
cisco — W i l l i e Watson, Scotsman (1 9 2 4 ) 
1 2 . Seminole GC, North Palm Beach, Fla. 
— Ross (1929) 
1 3 . The Country Club (Clyde/Squirrel), 
Brookline, Mass. — W i l l i e Campbell, Scots-
man (1895) 
1 6 . Medinah CC No. 3 — Tom Bendelow, 
Scotsman <1928) 
1 8 . Crystal Downs CC, Frankfort, Mich. — 
Mackenzie (1 93 1) 
2 2 . Oak Hi l l CC East Course, Rochester, 
N .Y . — Ross (1925) 
3 2 . Scioto CC, Columbus, Ohio — Ross 
(1916) 
3 3 . Inverness Club, Toledo, Ohio — Ross 
(1919) 
3 4 . Maidstone Club, East Hampton, N .Y . 
— W . H . Tucker, Brit (1899) 
3 9 . Plainfield CC, Plainfield, N.J. — Ross 
(1921) 
4 6 . Interlachen CC, Edina, Minn. — 
Watson (191 1) 
5 2 . Wannamoisett CC, Rumford, R.l. — 
Ross (1 9 1 6 ) 
6 2 . Olympia Fields CC North Course, 
Olympia Fields, III. — W i l l i e Park Jr., Scots-
man (1922) 
6 3 . Canterbury GC, Shaker Heights, Ohio 
— Herbert Strong, Brit (1922) 
7 3 . Milwaukee CC, Milwaukee, W i s . — 
Colt and Al ison (1929) 
7 9 . Salem CC, Peabody, Mass. — Ross 
(1926) 
8 3 . Pasatiempo GC, Santa Cruz, Calif. — 
Mackenzie (1929) 
8 5 . The Valley Club of Montecito, Santa 
Barbara, Calif. — Mackenzie and Ameri-
can Robert Hunter (1929) 
8 8 . Aronimink GC, Newtown Square, Pa. 
— Ross (1928) 
9 4 . East Lake GC, Atlanta — Ross (1915) 

'I think you have to 
live over here. I don't 

think you can play 
ball from the other 

side of the Atlantic. It 
would be very difficult 
to be "in the know. 

— Clive Clark 

'Ifyou're a good 
conductor of the 

orchestra, it doesn't 
matter your 

nationality —you 
can still play 

Carnegie Hall.' 
— Donald Steel 

The Redcoats are coming! 
Continued from page 1 
Paul Revere, the Redcoats are, indeed, 
returning. 

Traditional golf course design was 
forged in America by a small group still 
considered the "classical architects": Brits 
Alister Mackenzie, H.S. Colt, Herbert 
Fowler and Tom Simpson, and Scotsmen 
Donald Ross, Willie Park Jr. and Willie 
Watson. (Eight of today's top 15-ranked 
courses in the country were designed 
through the 1920s by their hands and 
those of their countrymen.) 

Then, Americans turned the tables. 
Men like Robert Trent Jones Sr. — and 
more recently Arnold Palmer, Jack Nick-
laus and others — took up the call and 
spread the design of golf courses around 
the globe. A few, like Nicklaus, Arthur 
Hills, Bob Cupp and Robert Trent Jones 
Jr., even had the balderdash to design 
layouts in the United Kingdom. 

But the pendulum may be swinging 
back yet again — this time, initially, in 
the persons of British designers Clive 
Clark, Donald Steel and, as a vanguard 25 
years ago, Fred and Martin Hawtree. 

"Perhaps this is a new trend," acknowl-
edged Clark, a former British Tour and 
Ryder Cup golfer and television color ana-
lyst who has designed 20 courses in Eu-
rope but, until this summer, had none in 
the United States. "There has been a long 
gap between British designers coming to 
America. So, yes, I suppose these things, 
like the Ryder Cup, go in movements, 

don't they? For a long time we didn't win 
the Ryder Cup, then it turned around 
and the Brits started doing OK." [with 
the aid of Messrs. Ballesteros and Langer 
et al...] 

Tom McKenzie, a lead architect for 
Donald Steel & Co. of West Sussex, En-
gland, put it this way: "There is certainly 
a move in American golf back toward 
traditional methods. Whether that will 
be done through American or European 
architects is hard to tell. But, that style is 
one the Brits have advocated for centu-
ries, so we have a head start." 

Steel himself said: "If you're a good 
conductor of the orchestra, it doesn't 
matter your nationality you can still play 
Carnegie Hall. For us, this is a new 
challenge and an opportunity for people 
to see our work. Hopefully, they will 
judge it favorably. If they do, one might 
see a change of style or approach [in 
America]." 

While Clark was "first in" in this latest 
incursion into the United States, with 
his Belgrade Lakes (Maine) Golf Club 
opening its front nine in July and back 
nine in September, the initial push was 
made by Fred Hawtree in 1973 at Mount 
Mitchell in North Carolina. 

"The developer, Vern Floyd, went to 
St. Andrews and met John Campbell, the 
superintendent," said the 82-year-old 
Hawtree from his Oxfordshire office. 
"John was a friend of mine and intro-
duced us. It was thought that a little 
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'Wherever we lead, 
the others 

eventually follow... 
Martin /Hawtreef 

would love to go 
back [to America J.' 
— Fred Hawtree 

touch of British' might give it [the new 
course] an edge. In theory the aim was to 
get away from the American style." 

The exclusive Carnegie Club, which 
hired Steel to add a nine-hole track to his 
Carnegie Links at Skibo Castle in 
Dornoch, Scotland, has hired him to de-
sign an 18-hole course as the cornerstone 
for Cherokee Plantation. Ground was bro-
ken in late August on this 4,000-acre de-
velopment along the Combahee River 
between Savannah, Ga., and Charleston, 
S.C. "Our client is British, which makes a 
difference," said McKenzie. 

"The whole concept with Cherokee 
Plantation is for visitors to enjoy the ex-
perience, which is like Skibo's Edwardian-
type life." 

Jim Tullis, the developer at the Spirit 
Ridge Golf Course at Blount Springs, Ala., 
imported Steel to design a traditional-
style golf course reminiscent of those 
early British-designed projects in the 
United States. 

Tullis's wife Linda explained: "The his-
torical tie with the United Kingdom is 
hard to ignore, Birmingham, Ala., being 
named after Birmingham in England. We 
had seen examples of Steel's work else-
where in the world and were keen to have 
him design his first course in the United 
States." 

It is ironic that when Blount Springs 
first came to prominence as a health re-
sort, golf was heading west over the At-
lantic from the UK, and now during its 
second birth its owners have gone back 
to the homeland of golf for an architect. 

"The course is designed to fit in with 
the 'New Old Town' and be distinctly 
different from the new golf courses in the 
area," McKenzie said. 

Old World-New World. Classic Style-
Modern Style. The clash, and the com-
parisons are continual fodder among golf 
course architects from the two continents. 

"My complaint," said Steel, "is that too 
many architects today, even if they got 
into the Garden of Eden, would not be 
satisfied. They'd turn it upside down and 
put it back together again. That may be 
fine in certain parts of the world, but I 
think the golfing world will get fed up 
sooner or later. 

"One objection of mine," he added, "is 
that [the modern] style of design forces 
the golfer to play only one style of shot — 
all big powerful through the air. The old 
choice of shots that you could play is 
disappearing fast." 

Having grown up in the UK where golf 
originated, Steel, Hawtree and Clark have 
those classic courses in their blood. That 
influence is obvious in their design phi-
losophies. 

"The pre-war architects had to use their 
wits much more and keep the thing 
simple," Steel said. "I'm not sure modern 
architects haven't complicated things 
unnecessarily. Simple is best, certainly 
cheapest. 

"I don't think golf courses are different 
Continued on next page 
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The greens complex on the par-5, 520-yard 6th hole at the Clive Clark-designed Belgrade Lakes (Maine) Golf Club. 

The return of the Redcoats 
Continued from previous page 

from any other fashion in the 
world... Some people think you 
have to keep changingyour prod-
uct. It's not perhaps a direct par-
allel, but this [modern] style of 
golf course architecture couldn't 
possibly have taken place 40 to 
100 years ago. It depends on 
high-technology and mechaniza-
tion as well as money." 

This financial observance is 
backed up by Hawtree senior 
who, along with partner and son, 
Martin, designed a second 
course in the United States 
some seven years after his first 
project. 

"With our second course [at 
Ashville, N.C.], we tried to make 
it English," Martin said. "But 
what, after all, is the English 
style? Links? In the middle of 
North Carolina? The style is sim-
pler perhaps; it is certainly 
cheaper." 

"I think you've got some very 
bold courses in Britain, great 
courses that have stood the test 
of time," Clark said. "And, con-
trary to what most Americans 
think, they're not all in Scotland. 
There are some very good 
courses in England. They don't 
get played by Americans to the 
same extent, because a lot of 
people over here think of 
Gleneagles, St. Andrews, 
Turnberry... In terms of design, 
a lot of these old courses look 
natural. They not only look like 
they've been there for 100 years; 
they have been there for 100 
years. And they tend to fit into 
the golfing environment ex-
tremely well." 

Asked if he is seeing a return 
to the British style of design, 
Clark said: "I think it's a cross 
between the British style and 
high-tech. Traditional courses 
are being built that are enhanced 
by technology, if you will. In gen-
eral terms, and in particular in 
the desert area here, the courses 
are more high-tech regarding 
earth-moving and landscaping. 

But, definitely there has been a 
trend away from penal golf in 
last few years. In terms of play-
ability, softer courses are more 
in demand. 

"On the very old golf courses 
on the links land, the earth was 
already moved... Even a lot of 
the bunkers were virtually 
there because of the sheep. 
Links land is a very specific 
land and has a definite look. 
Now 'links' is a word that's very 
bandied about." 

At this point, Clark is working 
on Patton Station Golf Club in 
San Bernadino, Calif., a resort 
course on which ground was 
broken in September, and a re-
sort project located between 
Palm Springs and Los Angeles, 
which is in the early planning 
stages. 

Here, he will again get to ply 
his trade, a design style which 
he says is "the traditional look 
but with features." 

"I love features brooks, lakes, 
bunkers, rough, trees, anything 
that causes trouble on a golf 
course," Clark said. "If you like 
introducing features, that 's 
great. But you have to be very 
careful that they don't crowd the 
course, or make the fairways too 
narrow or affect the landing ar-
eas too badly." 

Besides having more projects, 
America offers larger budgets to 
build courses. 

"There is the belief," said 
Steel, "that the more it costs the 
better it is. That's redundant 
nonsense." 

"In England you generally 
have to make do with smaller 
budgets, simply because there 
is virtually no housing permis-
sion and any new course is going 
to be stand-alone," said Clark. 
"If you were thinking of spending 
millions on it, you would have to 
think very carefully, because you 
have nothing to sell but the golf." 

ENTERING THE FRAY 
While Steel and Hawtree have 

ventured across the pond largely 

Therefore, it is a challenge, but 
I am aiming to get to the top of 
the pile." 

For all these Brits, patience is 
a virtue. "Any new market you 
come to takes a long time to get 
successful in," Clark said. "First 
to get your first j ob, then for that 
job to be ready to show." 

"If we're invited, we'd love to," 
said Steel about designing more 
courses in America. "With a 
more limited amount of new 
work in Britain at the moment, 
one is looking for new avenues. 

And working in America mar-
ries the background of so many 
of courses being built by British 
architects." 

Born into the era of British 
design exports, Fred Hawtree 
wryly observed that "Wherever 
we lead, the others eventually 
follow." 

Although he recognizes that 
he personally is a little beyond 
trailblazing, the new generation 
is ready to take up the baton. 

"Martin would love to go back 
[to America]," Fred said. 

In America 'you get 
more bites of the apple. 
In a year, there are at 
least 400 new courses 

going in here.' 
— Clive Clark 

due to their connections in Brit-
ain, Clark contends that archi-
tects must move to America to 
gain a foothold in its highly com-
petitive market. 

"I think you have to live over 
here," he said from his office 
in Palm Springs, Calif., where, 
s ince 1997, he lives nine 
months of the year. "I don't 
think you can play ball from 
the other side of the Atlantic. 
It would be very difficult to be 
'in the know.' 

"With so many Tour and Se-
nior Tour players designing 
courses, plus the big-name de-
signers like [Tom] Fazio, 
[Arthur] Hills and the Trent 
Jones family, it's very competi-
tive," Clark added, "and people, 
to some degree, want to buy a 
fine product and endorse it with 
a 'designer label,' which is un-
derstandable." 

On the other hand, Clark said, 
in America "you get more bites 
of the apple. In a year, there are 
at least 400 new courses going in 
here. There aren't 400 being 
opened in Great Britain and Eu-
rope. So although there are more 
designers and more competition, 
there is also a lot more action 
over here." 

At the same time, he acknowl-
edged that gaining recognition 
in America is more difficult be-
cause of its size and population. 
"To put it in focus," he said. "En-
gland probably drops into Cali-
fornia three times, and then 
you've got another 49 states 
left. The scale of it is abso-
lutely vast." 

Nevertheless, Clark said, "It 
might sound rather big-headed 
but I've always had enormous 
confidence in my own ability. 
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Diamond Players 'building' portfolio DESTIN, Fla. — Diamond Players 

Club (DPC) began construction 
in mid-August on a new champi-

onship golf course near this town. 
According to Todd Stottlemyre, 

Texas Rangers pitcher and CEO, the 
course is being designed by Mike 
Young and will be built by his company, 
Traditional Golf. 

The facility is being built in conjunc-
tion with a Capital First Holdings 
housing-development, Magnolia Bluffs, 
in Freeport. It is expected to open in 
mid-1999. 

The project is the second new course 

announced by DPC in recent weeks. 
Stottlemyre previously announced 
construction of Diamond Players Club 
at Orlando, which is scheduled for 
completion in the fall of 1999. DPC, a 
golf management company, will own 
the Orlando facility and will have a 30-
year lease on the Destin course, with 
extension options. 

DPC also manages the Belleview 
Biltmore Golf Club in Belleair, and has 
several other projects under consider-

ation, Stottlemyre said. 
Diamond Players Club at Destin will 

feature five sets of tees and measure 
about 7,000 yards from professional 
markers, said Gregg Gagliardi, PGA 
professional and DPC's chief operating 
officer. 

It will have a two-ended practice 
range, with one end devoted to the DPC 
Golf Academy, an instruction program 
that will be integral to all DPC courses. 

Young, whose courses are principally 

in the Southeast but who has designed 
layouts as far away as Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and Bangalore, India, said the 220-acre 
DPC-Destin site is "ideal golf course 
terrain. 

It is rolling and situated on a 100-foot-
deep base of fine sand that will provide 
outstanding drainage." 

He said the course will feature four 
lakes, and will offer a fair test for 
golfers of all abilities from all tee 
markers, without a lot of "forced long 
carries." 

The club sill be semi-private with 
about 150 members. 

Art Hills creation 
a cornerstone 
at Marsh Creek 

NORTH PORT, Fla. — When it opens 
by the end of the year, The Preserve at 
Marsh Creek community will feature a 
private Arthur Hills Golf Course. 

"Arthur Hills is one of the most promi-
nent golf course architects in the coun-
try," said Development Manager Jim 
Bevillard. "We are very excited about the 
golf course he has designed for this com-
munity." 

Hills described his layout as "a very 
picturesque course that will blend into 
the nature of the site very well." 

He said many water features enhance 
the course's beauty but do not hinder the 
average golfer. 

Also, many of the holes have elevated 
tees, giving the golfer a better perspec-
tive. 

"Elevated tees allow the golfer to really 
see the course and adjust his shots," Hills 
said. 

"They also really let the player see the 
natural beauty of this course.he Preserve 
at Marsh Creek is a master-planned com-
munity on 850 acres that will consist of 
patio and single-family homes and at-
tached villas in the initial phase. 

The gated community will also have a 
clubhouse, tennis center, junior Olym-
pic-sized swimming pool and fitness cen-
ter. 

The World 
Continued from page 35 
course world. These kids will be exposed 
to these opportunities, so that when they 
leave this facility, they will have the skills 
that allow them to become productive 
citizens. 

"I don't want to just take away a prob-
lem. I want to be able to replace it with 
some productive life and coping skills so 
that whatever they face in life, they can 
rebound a little bit better and be more 
resilient, rather than collapsing in ways 
that imprison them in drug and alcohol 
abuse or disruptive behavior. 

"And it's all built around golf. It's a way 
of luring the high-profile philanthropist/ 
benefactor/donor. If I were to just build 
this drug and alcohol facility for adoles-
cents, you [Golf Course News and other 
media] would have never called me. But 
since I aligned it with golf, you wouldn't 
believe the coverage we've been getting, 
all over the country." 



The main hotel at Rancho Las Palmas Marriott Resort in Palm Springs. 

Public Golf Forum: October 26 & 27 at Rancho Las Palmas 
Marriott Resort in Palm Springs, California 

Greg Norman eyes some bunker work on site. 

YARMOUTH, Maine—With Norman and Hurdzan 
on board as keynoters for this year's Public Golf 
Forum, this is shaping up to be the hardest hitting 
line up of speakers Golf Course News has ever 
assembled. 

Greg Norman, golfs premier international spokes-
man and all-time money winner, will kick off day two 
of this year's Public Golf Forum, the Golf Course 
iV^^-sponsored business conference and expo for 
superintendents, owners, managers and developers 
of public-access golf facilities on October 26 & 27 at 
Rancho Las Palmas Marriott Resort in Palm Springs, 
Calif. 

"It's great to see a publication focusing on public 
golf, and I'm excited to be a part of this year's 
Forum," said Norman, president of Jupiter, Fla.-
based Greg Norman Golf Course Design. 

Part two of this year's dynamic double bill is the 
guru of environmentally sensitive public golf design, 
Dr. Michael Hurdzan, president of Columbus, Ohio-
based Hurdzan-Fry Golf Course Design Inc. 

Hurdzan is slated to kick off day one of this year's 
Forum at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, October 26. More 
info on PGF exhibitors can be found to the right. 

TOTAL GOLF COURSE OPENINGS BY TYPE FOR 1986 THROUGH 1997 

ProShot to show new value-add options 

Public Golf Forum exhibitor ProShot Golf Inc. said it has 
strengthened its position in the golf GPS distance -measuring 

industry with the introduction of a variety of revenue-enhancing and 
course-management systems. 

The company's value-added options include: The Marshal Plan 
for mobile course management, ProMotion Advertising which en-
ables advertisers to target a high-quality, captive audience, Food 
and Beverage Ordering from a cart-mounted system and "PIP," a 
personalized information package. 

ProShot's Dxl800 unit, mounted on the marshal's cart, communi-
cates directly with the central computer in the pro shop using GPS 
technology and radio frequency and enables marshals to receive 
slow pace information directly from the OmniGolf System and 
message carts anywhere on the course. For more information, see 
ProShot Golf at Public Golf Forum. 
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Excel to highlight bridge solutions 

Excel Bridge Manufactur-
ing is a full-service com-

pany that can supply the public 
golf market with clear span steel 
truss bridges, or other large va-
riety of pre-manufactured 
bridges with the look of wood. 

At the request of BIGHORN 
Golf Club, The Canyon's course, 
Excel Bridge Manufacturing has 
engineered and completed the 
new "Arch Plate Bridge Series" 
(see photo above). The Arch 
Plate Bridge concept is simple: 
provide a self-weathering steel 
under structure that is very 

Public golf, specifically daily-fee golf, was primarily responsible for the upsurge in golf course development. From 1986 on, almost 80 percent of all openings 
were either daily-fee for municipal. In 1997, almost 90 percent of new course were public facilities. (Source: National Golf Foundation) 

strong, with very little bridge 
deflection, and ship to site 
ready to accept on site natural 
rock that is to be applied on 
site by either Excel personnel 
or others. The end result is a 
beautiful aesthetic looking ma-
sonry bridge that clear spans 
your waterway. 

For more information see Ex-
cel Bridge at Public Golf Forum. 

CIRCLE #209 

Lohmann does 
double duty at PGF 

Not only is Bob Lohmann 
slated to speak as part of 

the Development Track of this 
year's Public Golf Forum, but 
he'll be putting in his time at his 
booth as well. 

Take some time to meet the 
current President of the Ameri-
can Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects after his session. Lohmann 
will be ready to discuss his latest 
work, the new nine at Maple Val-
ley Golf Course in Suring, Wis. 

Working with Golf Creations, 
its sister construction firm, 
Lohmann Golf Designs (LGD) 
have finished shaping and seed-
ing nine new holes here, some 
40 miles northwest of Green Bay. 

When the new holes are ready 
for play next year, LGD will set 
about creating three more holes 
and redesigning six on the origi-
nal layout. "The original course 
is fairly ordinary, but the owners 
have showed real vision," said 
Lohmann. "In order to draw play-
ers from a wide area, the owners 
realized we needed to create 
something special." 
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NovaGreen offers new concept in turf 

NovaGreen Interna-
tional, Inc. will offer a 

new concept in grass surfaces 
for golf courses and driving 
ranges at Public Golf Forum. 

"We have developed a pat-
ented process that provides the 
comparable playability and re-
action of a top level natural 
grass system for golf," said 

Wayne Larson, president of 
NovaGreen 

"NovaGreen turf is not limited 
to tee application only. It is used 
for putting greens, a great tool for 
shade areas and cart paths," said 
Dave Daniels, operations direc-
tor. You will see this artificial grass 
product at Booth 300. 

CIRCLE #210 

PUBLIC GOLF FORUM 
Unicar launches singlerider Acente 

Unicar's new Acente, a standard car alternative. 

One look tells you this isn't just another look-
alike golf cart. And one ride will show you 

the differences go far beyond Acente's sleek-look-
ing, distinctive styling. 

Acente from Unicar overcomes the limitations of 
the two-passenger golf-cart mindset. 

Acente is ideal for convenience transportation— 
in and around the neighborhood, to and from the 
local pool and tennis courts, quick trips to wher-
ever—as well as being a better way to golf. 

Acente's smaller size and turning radius make 
it easier to maneuver than the 
typical two-passenger golf 
cart. It's great for getting in 
and out of tight spots on a 
c o u r s e and t igh t pa rk ing 
places and garages. 

CIRCLE #211 

When you specify Medalist America preformulated 
blends and mixtures, you get more than performance-
proven seed. You get a turf specialist who is an expert 
on the growing conditions in your region. There's no 
guesswork on your part. Just knowledgeable, research-
based recommendations from a highly skilled expert. 

We believe knowledge is the key to turf performance. 
Knowledge about the application, climate, soil and seed. 
That's why turf specialists have been a big part of our 
product/service mix for more than a quarter of a century. 
Contact Medalist America today about how well our mix 
of seed and turf specialists can work for you. 

The Wind Cheater 
tames the wind 

Golfers consider the wind 
when lining up a shot or 

deciding which club to use. But 
the wind doesn't consider golf-
ers. Wind and rain can ruin a 
weekend outing or an expensive 
golfing vacation. 

The Wind Cheater consists of 
a clear, rigid plastic windshield 
and side doors that attach easily 
and quickly to most golf carts. 
The Wind Cheater's clear poly-
carbonate panels won't discolor 
with normal use. The Wind 
Cheater doesn't crinkle, like soft 
plastic does, so you can see 
through it easily. 

The Wind Cheater is made by 
Plastic Forming, Inc., in Fort 
Worth, Texas. It fits Club-Car, 
EZ-GO or Yamaha carts—most 
of the golf carts used in the US. 
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Aquamaster to high-
light Oxymax 

Aquamaster will be show 
ing its Oxymax Aeration 

System at Public Golf Forum. It 
gives the aquatic manager a solu-
tion to water-quality problems 
when no fountain spray pattern or 
on-shore motor and compressor 
is desired. Oxymax works from 
the bottom of the pond, completely 
submerged, out of sight and si-
lent. It couples an electric motor 
to a propeller water-transport sys-
tem. The Oxymax Aerator is avail-
able from 1/2 to 2HP in single-
and three phase motors. See them 
at PGF for information handbook 
and your nearest distributor. 
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At Medalist 
America, Our 

Turf Specialists 
Are Part 

Of The Mix 



PGF: Maintenance Track preview 
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day will be full of talks from some 
of the country's best-known su-
perintendents and agronomic ex-
perts. Among them, Michigan 
State University's Dr. Joe Vargas; 
Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) 
Past President Bruce Williams, 
CGCS, of Los Angeles Country 
Club; Pebble Beach Co. Vice 
President of Resource Manage-
ment Ted Horton, CGCS; agro-
nomic consultants Terry 
Buchen, Master Greenkeeper 
and CGCS, and Dave Wilber, 
CGCS; and Widow's Walk Golf 
Course superintendent Jeff 
Carlson, CGCS. 

Vargas and EcoSoil, Inc. Vice 
President of Product Develop-
ment John Doyle will address 
what for many decades has been 
the single most frustrating ob-
stacle for many superintendents: 
killing poa annua. 

For many, poa annua is an 
invasive weed. Now, it appears, 
the solution has arrived via re-
search efforts led by Vargas, 
combined with the technology 
of EcoSoil's Bioject System, 
which grows bacteria and deliv-
ers it through the irrigation sys-
tem to the golf course. 

A professor of botany and plant 
pathology at Michigan State, 
Vargas in 1997 was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Award by 
the GCSAA. He developed the first 
mathematical prediction model for 
turfgrass disease, discovered the 
first bacterial disease in turf on 
Toronto creeping bentgrass, 
helped develop the first biological 
control for annual bluegrass and 
created a fungicide timing model 
for summer patch. 

The golf world has been wait-
ing since the spring of 1997 for the 
results of the many studies being 
performed on Widow's Walk Golf 
Course in Scituate, Mass., the 
nation's first environmental dem-
onstration golf facility. They will 
be disclosed by Carlson, who now 
has a year and a half, including 
one full season, under his belt of 
managing the course. 

The 18-hole Widow's Walk was 
built as a working laboratory to 
discover the impact of a golf 
course on wetlands, wildlife and 
habitat. Using three different 
greens types and three different 
root-zone mixes in each type, 
Widow's Walk is anticipated as a 
wealth of information for envi-
ronmentalists, scientists and the 
golf industry. 

Williams, who served as GC-
SAA president in 1996, will speak 
on 'The Team Versus the Zone 
Approach to Maintenance Crews." 

He will examine the pros and 
cons of each of these crew-man-
agement systems, helping at-
tendees choose which method 
would best serve them. 

Horton knows of what he will 

speak in his talk, "Pros and Cons 
of Going for the Top." He has 
been a superintendent at two of 
the country's most famed facili-
ties (Winged Foot Golf Club and 
Westchester Country Club), 
served as director of sports and 
grounds at Westchester CC, was 
a regional vice president of a golf 
course management company, 
and since March 1993 has been 

in charge of the all Pebble Beach 
Co.'s golf courses and other land. 

How many public course su-
perintendents wish they could 
have country club-type fertility 
on their public course budget? 

Wilber, who owns and operates 
Wilber Turf and Soil Services in 
Rocklin, Calif., and consults on golf 
courses across the United States 
and in the United Kingdom, will 
tell them how to accomplish it. 

The subject of turfgrass fertil-

ity is an ever-changing and of-
ten-complicated road of twists 
and turns, he says, but by being 
aware of several key areas, 
turfgrass managers can untangle 
the knots that might otherwise 
keep them from having the best 
possible fertilizer program. In 
many cases, "less expensive" 
does not have to mean "cheap," 
he says. It can mean "success." 

In his talk, "Put-a-Pencil-to-It 
Help for Supers," Buchen will 

unveil a treasure chest of money-
saving tips, tricks of the trade 
and a potpourri of maintenance 
ideas. One of only 14 golf course 
superintendents in the world who 
has been certified as a Master 
Greenkeeper by the British & 
International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association, Buchen's many trav-
els to hundreds of golf courses 
have revealed to him myriad op-
portunities for improving main-
tenance operations. 

QUELANT™- C a 
Calc ium & Am ino Ac ids 

CALCIUM DEFICIENCY 
CORRECTOR 

.Addition of calcium to the soil by traditional 
means is not usually efficient or effective in 
treating the calcium deficiency of turfgrass. Once 
applied, the common forms of liming materials 
can rapidly change to compounds that are 
insoluble in water and not readily available to the 
plant. Continuous applications over long time 
periods are necessary to effect even modest 
improvements in calcium uptake. 

Quelanr-Ca is a newly available amino acid 
chelated calcium product that corrects calcium 
deficiencies in turfgrass upon application. 
Quelanr-Ca provides readily available calcium 
chelated with amino acids so that it is easily 
absorbed by the leaves and/or the roots of the plant 
regardless of most soil and water conditions. The unique 
formulation of amino acids used for chelation was 

developed not only to facilitate absorption by the 
leaves and roots, but to increase mobility of the 
calcium within the plant as well. 

Quelanr-Ca is normally applied as a foliar spray 
and may also be applied through fertigation. 
Either way, it is tank-mix compatible with 
herbicides, soluble fertilizers, insecticides, 
fungicides and plant growth regulators. It will even 
help improve the efficiency of most of these 
treatments by increasing their absorption and 
translocation within the plant. 

Best of all, Quelanr-Ca is economical to use and 
it protects the environment. 

Quelant™-Ca — a true systemic, 
and nothing else works quite like it! 

it's new...it's unique. 

For more information about Queianr-Ca call 
Nutramax Laboratories' at: 800-925-5187 

nuTRamax 
A LABORATORIES, INC. 

A G R I C U L T U R E D I V I S I O N 
Baltimore, Maryland 



Yamaha believes thai if it's your lease, it should be on your terms. And because we're the 
only golf car company with our own in-house leasing department we have the flexibility 
to do just that. Which means when we structure a lease for your course, the only authority 
we have to answer to is you. Call us at 770-254-4150 and get the Book 
on Leasing. Yei Y.miaha is not only an eas> car to keep on 
your course, it's also easy to put there in the first place. W$mm 
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TROON INVADES FLORIDA 
SARASOTA, Fla.—Schroeder-Manatee Ranch, Inc. (SMR) has announced the sale of its Legacy 
Golf Club to Troon Golf. The Legacy Golf Club at Lakewood Ranch was designed by Arnold Palmer 
as a high-end, daily-fee course. Troon owns or manages other top courses, including Troon in 
Arizona, Turnberry in Scotland, and Innisbrook near Tampa. 

UNITED PURCHASES CHICAGO TRACK 
NEW YORK—United Golf Group 

has added the Blackhawk Golf Club to 
its portfolio for $5.7 million. The 18-
hole course was ranked one of 
"Chicago's Top 25 Public Courses" in 
1997 by Chicagoland Golf Magazine. 
United Golf is a course ownership com-
pany based in New York. Formed in 
early 1998, United Golf is actively ac-
quiring public and private courses 
throughout the country. 

GOLF TRUST CONTINUES GROWTH 
CHARLESTON, S.C. — Golf Trust 

of America Inc. has closed its acquisi-
tion of Osage National Golf Course, a 
27-hole, daily-fee golf facility, for $11.2 

million. The 
price includes 
the issuance of 
operating part-
nership units 
in Golf Trust of 
America LP 
valued at about 
$3.5 million. 

The course will be leased to the prior 
owner of Osage National. The initial 
term of the lease will be for 10 years 
with four, 5-year renewal options. 

Bay Harbor Golf Club in Petoskey, Mich., part of Boyne USA. 

Boyne USA successfully mixes golf, skiing 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

PETOSKEY, Mich. — Recently, ski 
resort operators such as Intrawest and 
American Skiing Co. have increasingly 
turned to developing and/or acquiring 
golf courses as a way to help even out 
their cash flows and entice aging Baby 
Boomers to buy second homes. 

It's a good strategy, but hardly new. 
Detroit auto dealer and Boyne USA 

founder Everett Kircher, 82, launched 

his recreation empire with the founding 
of Boyne Mountain (Mich.) in 1947. He 
opened his first ski facility there in De-
cember 1948. Seventeen years later 
(1964), he purchased Boyne Highlands 
30 miles northwest near Harbor Springs 
and opened his first course (Heather GC) 
in 1965. He followed that with the pur-
chase of Big Sky in Montana in 1976, 
Boyne South in Naples, Fla., in 1992 and 
Crystal Mountain in Washington in 1997. 

Today, Boyne USA boasts a total of 196 
holes of golf located at the following fa-
cilities: 

• Boyne Highlands, Harbor Springs, 
Mich. — Located on the northwest lower 
peninsula of Michigan, Boyne Highlands 
boasts four golf courses: Heather Golf 
Course (GC), designed by Robert Trent 
Jones, opened 1965, 18 holes; Moor GC, 
Jones, 1974,18 holes; Ross Memorial GC, 

Continued on page 45 

COBBLESTONE APPOINTS WILCOX 
DEL MAR, Calif.—Cobblestone Golf 

Group, Inc. has appointed Gary Wilcox 
general manager at Sabal Point Country 
Club here. Prior to joining Sabal Point, 
Wilcox was general manager and direc-
tor of golf at the Tournament Players 
Club at Eagle Trace in Coral Springs, 
the site of several Honda Classic events 
on the PGA Tour. In addition, Wilcox 
was also director of golf at Pinehurst 
National Golf Club in Pinehurst, N.C., 
and at La Paloma Country Club in Tuc-
son, Ariz. 

PALMER OPENS NUGENT DESIGN 

CROWN POINT, Ind.—Developer 
Jim Hawk, president of Hawk Devel-
opment Inc., and Arnold Palmer Golf 
M a n a g e m e n t 
opened White 
Hawk Country 
Club Sept. 12. De-
signed by Dick 
Nugent, White 
Hawk stretches 
7,080 yards and 
features bent-
grass greens and D i c k Nugent 
fairways. There is 
also a grass driving range and club-
house. 

Toll Brothers names new club 
and golf operations director 

Allan Irwin has joined Toll Brothers as 
director of club & golf operations. He will 
be responsible for setting up and manag-
ing the company's club and golf opera-
tions throughout the nation. 

Previously the vice president of club 
operations for the Jack Nicklaus Devel-
opment Co., and former president of 
Intergolf, a golf industry consulting firm, 
Irwin has over 20 years of experience in 
the golf industry. Some of the private 
courses Irwin has been involved with in-
clude Medinah Country Club, Country 
Club of the South, Wynstone Golf Club 
and Peninsula Club. 

Toll Brothers is currently building 
seven new Arnold Palmer Signature 

courses, including locations in Florida, 
California, North Carolina, Michigan, 
New Jersey and Virginia. As the clubs are 
developed, Irwin will be recruiting man-
agement and operations staff for Toll 
Brothers' courses nationwide. 

Toll Brothers, Inc., a leading builder of 
luxury homes, continues to grow at a 
record pace, recently recording its 29th 
consecutive quarter of record sales. Toll 
Brothers has more than 125 communi-
ties and is currently building in Arizona, 
California, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Nevada, New York, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Texas and Virginia. 

Golf Communities 
purchases Texas 
golf development 

NORTH ARLINGTON, Texas — Golf 
Communities of America has acquired The 
Lakes of Arlington, a commercial and resi-
dential development property here. 

The property is designated for 2.4 mil-
lion square feet of commercial space on 
496 acres as well as a 384-acre residential 
development. The planned, private gated 
community will have 920 homes and fea-
ture an exclusive 18-hole championship 
golf and country club. 

Appraised as-is value of the property at 
closing was $67 million. Under terms of 
the transaction, 
Credit Suisse 
First Boston, a 
24.9-percent eq-
uity owner in Golf 
Communities of 
America, pro-
vided $50 million 
of financing. Golf 
Communities will issue 11.4 million 
shares of unregistered common stock to 
the seller, who has received a note pend-
ing authorization of the shares. Appraised 
completion value of the property is $75 
million, and total sell-out is projected at 
$143 million, of which $93 million is resi-
dential and $50 million commercial. 

The property includes 14 private lakes 
with 350 acres of water surface and nu-
merous parks totaling 217 acres. It is 
expected to benefit from the strong de-
mand for commercial and residential de-
velopment generated by the economic 
strength of Dallas, which was the second 
fastest-growing major metropolitan 
economy in 1997, and Fort Worth, which 
ranked 18th. 



MANAGEMENT 
FAMILY GOLF REPORTS RECORD 

SALES, REVENUES 

MELVILLE, N.Y.—Family 
Golf Centers reported record 
sales of $34.6 million for the sec-
ond quarter and $56.1 million 
for the six months ended June 
30, 1998. During the second 
quarter, Family Golf completed 
acquisition of Eagle Quest Golf 
Centers, which has been ac-
counted for a pooling-of-interests. 

Meadowbrook to manage two new Florida tracks 
ORLANDO, Fla.—Meadowbrook Golf Group, 

Inc. of Kissimmee has been selected to develop 
and manage two high-end, 18-hole golf courses 
in the self-contained, 1,200-acre Champions 
Gate Community near Disney World. Champi-
ons Gate, developed by RIDA Development, also 
includes two hotels, an office complex, timeshare 
units, retail shops and a residential section. 

Bill Stine, chief operating officer of 

Meadowbrook said it will use different design-
ers for each course. Negotiations are ongoing 
with several course designers. Construction 
is scheduled to begin in January. The first 
course is projected to open in early 2000. 

Meadowbrook also has been contracted to 
operate both courses, and Meadowbrook's 
subsidiary, International Golf Maintenance, 
will oversee all golf course maintenance. 

John Golden 

RBI appoints 
new director of 
management 

LITTLETON, Colo.—RBI Golf 
Management has hired a new 
director. John F. Golden now 
oversees management opera-
tions for the company, a division 
of the RBI Companies. He ar-
rives from Perry Park Country 
Club in Douglas County, Colo., 
where he served as the club's 
general manager since 1995. 
Golden has more than 20 years 
of experience in the sales, man-
agement and marketing indus-
tries. He has a bachelor's de-
gree in commerce/economics 
from Spring Hill College in Mo-
bile, Ala. 

Golden is a member of the 
Club Managers Association of 
America, the Colorado Golf As-
sociation, and the South Metro 
Denver Chamber of Commerce. 
He also serves on the board of 
directors for Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Denver, is 
actively involved in the Colorado 
golf community and is a two-time 
winner of the Colorado Golf 
Association's Senior Amateur 
Match Play and Stroke Play 
championships. 

RBI Golf Management is a 
growing course management 
company offering its clients per-
sonalized, comprehensive ser-
vices. With a strong background 
in agronomics and business man-
agement, RBI Golf Management 
helps new courses with their 
start-up efforts in addition to as-
suming management of existing 
courses. 

GRANITE REPORTS RECORD YEAR 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.—Gran-
ite Golf Corp. reported first-quar-
ter results for the three-month 
period ended March 31. Rev-
enues for the period were 
$1,422,717, a 2,475 percent in-
crease from revenues of $55,261 
in the same period a year ago. 
Net operating income or earn-
ings before interest, taxes, de-
preciation and amortization 
(EBITDA) increased 27 percent 
to a loss of $210,905, or 3 cents 
per share for the period, as com-
pared to a loss of $286,773, or 5 
cents per share in the first quar-
ter a year ago. 

enemy insects all season long. Grubs. Cutworms. 

Armyworms. Sod webworms. Plus, odorless 

MACH 2™ is easy to apply. You don't even have 

to water it in immediately. 

So don't let grubs control your grounds, or your 

schedule. Depend on AAACH 2™ Turf Insecticide. 

Its all you need to prevent or cure. 

For more information or for the distributor 

nearest you, call 1 -888-764-6432 . 

Now you can control grubs preventatively or 

curatively. With a single application. Only with new 

MACH 2™ Turf Insecticide. 

MACH 2 is a powerful killer with a new 

chemistry that accelerates the molting process 

of target insects. 

Just hours after ingesting AAACH 2™, the insect 

stops feeding. Then it dies beneath the surface in 2 

to 3 weeks. It's that simple. 

With MACH 2™Turf Insectiside, youll kill target 
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Boyne USA 
Continued from page 43 

William Newcomb, 1989, 18 
holes; Hills GC, Arthur Hills, 
1995-98, nine holes completed 
and nine under construction. 

• Boyne Mountain, Boyne 
Falls, Mich. — Located in 
Charlevoix County on the north-
west Lower Peninsula, Boyne 
Mountain has two 18-hole 
courses and a nine-hole execu-
tive track: Alpine GC, Newcomb, 
1970, 18 holes; Precision GC, 
Newcomb, 1973, 9 holes; Monu-
ment GC, Newcomb and Stephen 
Kay, 1986,18 holes. 

• Big Sky, Big Sky, Mont. — 
Located 18 miles north of 
Yellowstone National Park, Big 
Sky of Montana GC features an 
18-hole course designed by 
Arnold Palmer and Frank Duane 
that opened in 1974. 

• Boyne South, Naples, Fla. 
— Located on the edge of the 
Everglades, Boyne South fea-
tures an 18-hole course designed 
by Bruce Deblin that opened in 
1981. 

• Boyne USA also operates 
18-hole Crooked Tree Golf Club 
(Harry Bowers, 1994) and 27-
hole Bay Harbor GC (Arthur 
Hills, 1997-98), both located in 
Petoskey. 

In addition to golf, Boyne USA 
runs ski facilities at Boyne High-
lands, Boyne Mountain, Big Sky, 
Crystal Mountain in Washing-
ton and Brighton in Utah as well 
as the Gatlinburg (Tenn.) Ski 
Lift. 

The elder Kircher is still very 
involved in the day-to-day opera-
tions of the company, according 
to Boyne marketing representa-
tive Steve McPhee. 

Kircher's two sons and two 
daughters are also active in the 
company. John runs the West-
ern U.S. ski operations; Stephen 
operates the Michigan facilities 
plus Big Sky Montana; Amy over-
sees Boyne South Naples; and 
Kathryn heads Boyne Design 
Group, the resort firm's interior 
design division. 

While skiing holds a slight 
edge, making up 60 percent of 
Boyne's recreational revenues, 
golf contributes a healthy 40 
percent. 

"Skiing has always been our 
main money maker," McPhee 
said. "You can put a lot more 
people on a ski hill than you can 
on a golf course. We do any-
where from 3,000 to 6,000 people 
on a Saturday paying $30-plus 
for a ski lift ticket on a Saturday 
where you can only put 200 golf-
ers on a course per day at an 
average of $60...But, last year 
we averaged 20,000 rounds per 
course for 3 1/2 months from 
mid-May to September." 

As for the future, McPhee said: 
"Stephen has a master plan that 
calls for building more golf courses 
at each property. If something 

comes up for sale at the right price, 
he'd consider purchasing it here 
in the local (northern Michigan) 
area. He's not one to jump on 
things. He's a thinker who looks 
at it and asks 'If we're not going 
to make money, why do it?' 

"We'll finish the second nine 
holes at the Arthur Hills course 
at Boyne Highlands next sum-
mer and open for play around 
September." 

Greenlinks names new controller 
FRANKLIN, Tenn.—Kenneth Rebman has 

been named controller of Greenlinks, Inc. 
Prior to joining Greenlinks, Rebman most 

recently served as regional controller for Danka 
Corp. in Nashville. Prior to that, he was an 
accountant with Rebman and Associates in 
Huntsville, Ala. As controller, Rebman will be 
responsible for overseeing all financial opera-

tions for the company. 
Greenlinks, Inc., based in Brentwood, Tenn., 

owns and operates the Country Club of Franklin 
and Old Natchez Country Club. The company 
has a separate division that is also developing 
69 residential lots at Old Natchez Country Club 
in Brentwood and is active in golf course con-
struction and general excavation. 

for your 

TORO NATIONAL SUPPORT NETWORK 
DEDICATED IRRIGATION SUPPORT FOR SUPERINTENDENTS 

We're always prepared to answer your call for help. With 17 licensed irrigation experts on staff, 

the Toro National Support Network (NSN) offers fast system troubleshooting, problem-solving, 

remote diagnostics, or just friendly advice. Enroll your course today. Call 8OO-ASK-TORO, 

or contact your Toro distributor. With NSN, there's always help at the end of the line. 

©1998 The Toro Company TORO 
IRRIGATION 



OB Sports expands office to Seattle 
KIRKLAND, Wash. — OB 

Sports is expanding its offices to 
the greater Seattle area. The new 
office is located in Kirklan and will 
serve as the official national head-
quarters for OB Sports and will 
include the following staff: Orrin 
Vincent, president; Bob Marshall, 
president, Northwest Division; 
Jamie Cook, vice president of fi-

nance/ chief financial officer; C.A. 
Roberts, director of business de-
velopment; Bill Campbell, vice 
president of construction & 
agronomy; O.D. Vincent, market-
ing and development; Jackie Estes, 
office manager. 

The previous office in Portland, 
Ore., will continue to be occupied 
by the growing staff of John 

MANAGEMENT 
Fought De-
sign, along 
with other 
OB Sports 
personnel in-
cluding: Greg 
Elliott, corpo-
rate control-
ler; Ulrich 
Sauerbrey, 
project engineer; and Tim 
Schlabach, buildings coordinator. 

Orrin Vincent 

INTRAWEST ANNOUNCES 5TH YEAR OF RECORD PROFITS 

VANCOUVER — Financial results for Intrawest Corp. for 
the year ended June 30, 1998 show strong increases in all 
areas of the company's performance, resulting in a record 
year for the company. Intrawest's revenue increased 55 per-
cent from $389 million to $602 million. Intrawest is a leading 
developer and operator of mountain resorts across North 
America. It is becoming increasingly involved in the golf 
business. Intrawest owns Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort in 
Florida and 14 other golf courses. 

It's 
Happenin'. 

D e c e m b e r 7 - 1 0 , 1 9 9 8 
Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Conference and Show 

Greater Columbus Convention Center • Columbus, Ohio 

Attend and participate in America's most informative turfgrass 
conference and show. 
> Featuring nationally recognized speakers in all areas related 

to turf management and pesticide use. 
> Keynote speaker, Richard Underwood, former NASA 

scientist invites us to discover: "What Are We Doing to the 
World's Environment? The View From Space." 

> - Dual track, pre-conference seminars for golf course superin-
tendents and lawn/landscape company owners and operators. 

> Multiple-track educational conference meeting the needs of 
everyone in the Green Industry. 
Pesticide recertification credits galore! Core credits, turf and 
ornamental credits, alternative pests credits. 

> Huge trade show, social events, and more! 

America's Premier 
Turfgrass Event 

For more information, contact...888-OTF-3445 or Fax: 614-760-5431 

CIRCLE #135 CIRCLE #140 

NGP acquires 
private San 
Antonio facility 

SANTA MONICA, Calif.— 
National Golf Properties Inc. has 
acquired The Club at Sonterra, a 
36-hole private club in San Anto-
nio, for approximately $28.5 mil-
lion. For the year, National Golf 
has now acquired eight golf 
courses representing an aggre-
gate investment of approxi-
mately $56 million. Sonterra has 
been leased to American Golf 
Corp. 

The Club at Sonterra is located 
in the rapidly expanding north-
ern corridor of San Antonio and 
serves as the central feature in a 
4,000-acre master-planned resi-
dential community considered 
one of the premier residential 
developments in Texas. Sonterra 
offers two championship 18-hole 
golf courses, driving range, golf 
practice facilities, 23 tennis 
courts, fitness center, swimming 
pool and banquet and conference 
accommodations. 

LinksCorp buys 
2nd S.C layout 

NORTHFIELD, 111.—Links-
Corp, Inc. has opened Eagle's 
Pointe Golf Club near Hilton Head 
Island, S.C. Located in the "off 
island" growth corridor of Hilton 
Head, Eagle's Pointe is a Davis 
Love III Signature course. 

In addition to Eagle's Pointe, 
LinksCorp owns and manages 20 
other private, semi-private, resort 
and daily-fee golf facilities, with 
most located in the Southeast. 
Eagle's Pointe is the second golf 
facility purchased in South Caro-
lina by LinksCorp. The other is 
Hunter's Creek Golf & Country 
Club located in Greenwood. 

GOLF TRUST REPORTS FINANCES 

CHARLESTON, S.C.—Golf 
Trust of America reported sec-
ond-quarter 1998 funds from op-
erations (FFO) per share of 55 
cents, representing an increase of 
28 percent over the same period 
in 1997. For the quarter ended 
June 30, 1998, FFO amounted to 
$7.2 million versus $3.5 million or 
43 cents per share for the quarter 
ended June 30,1997. 



SUPPLIER BUSINESS 

BRIEFS 

TURF-SEED NAMES NEW NATIONAL 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

HUBBARD, OR — Turf-Seed has 
added John Rector to its staff as na-
tional sales representative/agrono-
mist. Rector brings 20 years of South-
ern California sod production 
experience to this position, includ-
ing management of cool- and warm-
season turfgrasses, agronomy, pest 
control, research 
and develop-
ment, marketing 
and sales. John 
Rector is a native 
of San Francisco 
and received his 
Bachelors De-
gree in Orna-

, I TT ,. ! John Rector mental Horticul-ture from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, in 1978, and is a member of the Industry Advisory Council for the Cal Poly Envi-ronmental Horticulture Department. 
BAYER MAKES FOUR KEY MOVES 

tions and 
promotions of 
four employees 
in the Garden and 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 

ing. Michael 
Ruizzo, Ph.D., 
has been ap-
pointed central 
area sales man-
ager GPC profes-
sional sales and 
marketing. Jorge 
Moreno has been promoted to mar-
keting product specialist, and Byron 
Reid, Ph.D., has been hired as the 
research product manager for the 
Bayer GPC pest control market. 

GREENSMIX PROMOTES GREENSMIX 
WAUPACA, WI — Greensmix In-

ternational Soilblenders recently an-
nounced the promotion of Ellen 
Davis to executive vice president of 
the company. Davis, who has been 
employed by Greensmix for eight 
years, will be responsible for the 
management of the daily operations 
of the company. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Flowtronex pumps 
up local service 
with Embry Co. 
B y M I C H A E L L E V A N S 

DALLAS — In an effort to increase its 
aftermarket presence in the Southeast 
and Mid-Atlantic regions, pump system 
manufacturer Flowtonex PSI has acquired 
Statesville, N.C.-based Richard Embry 
Co., a pump services company covering 
North and South Carolina, Eastern Ten-
nessee, Kentucky and parts of Virginia 
and Georgia. 

"We have a dedication to good 
aftermarket presence," said Emil Gram, 
president of Flowtronex PSI. "In the Mid-
Atlantic we have a lot of pump stations up 
and running and we've had this associa-
tion [with Embry] for a dozen years. So it 
just made good business sense to form 
this alliance." 

Embry Co. has been affiliated with 
Flowtronex since the early 1980s, serv-
ing as a certified FlowNet service pro-
vider since 1993. 

As part of the deal, Richard Embry will 
stay on board as manager of day-to-day 
operations and maintain his current territo-
ries. All existing Embry Co. staff have been 
asked to stay on, and the company said that 
new service personnel will be added. 

According to Embry, in order for Embry 
Co. to keep up with the expanding golf 
course market in the region, a new chan-
nel of resources had become necessary. 
"The Southeast is just exploding with 
new projects," said Embry. "We're trying 
to keep a good service reputation in an 
area but it got to a point with me where it 
was starting to strip away my resources. 
We do a lot of preventive maintenance 
work, running a regular schedule with 
our 600-700 service accounts." 

Continued on page 48 

Rain Bird's Steve Wingate, K-State alum Jim Colbert, Derek Moffitt, applications engineer for Rain Bird 
and Dennis Ness, sales representaive for Outdoor Equipment on the site at Colbert Hills. 

Rain Bird next to donate to Colbert Hills 
B y M I C H A E L L E V A N S 

MANHATTAN, Kan./AZUSA, Calif. — 
Rain Bird is the latest supplier to donate 
equipment to the Colbert Hills Golf 
Course Project at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan, a PGATour-managed course 
to be used as a working classroom for 
students seeking a degree in golf course 
management (see GCN, June, page 17). 

In the deal, Rain Bird has contributed a 
package of equipment, including its Cir-
rus central irrigation control system, WS-
PRO weather station and 732 TG-25 block-
style rotors and more than 1,500 Eagle, 
gear-driven rotors. 

"It's a total package of equipment," said 
Steve Wingate, North/Central sales for 
Rain Bird. "But we'll also be using this 
project to test our new equipment." The 
first piece to be tested will be Rain Bird's 
new TG 25, the company's latest sprin-
kler head. 

The equipment package will be installed 
and maintained by Outdoor Equipment, a 
Rain Bird distributor covering the St. 

NEW PRODUCT OF THE MONTH: TORO'S REELMASTER 3100-D 
BLOOMINGTON, Minn.—Toro's next generation trim mower, the Reelmaster 3100-D, is poised 
for full market introduction this fall. Its unique features include a Toro-patented Series/Parallel 
traction system, a rear engine design that places the operator in the front with better visibility and 
optional Sidewinder cutting units that shift up to 24 inches for improved trimming. The out-front 
operator design provides superior mowing visibility and operator comfort, while the rear engine 
location greatly improves service access to the engine compartment. The Series/Parallel traction 
system powers at least two wheels at all times, providing excellent traction and minimizing wheel 
slippage and turf damage. The Sidewinder cutting units allow the operator to shift the cutting units 
24 inches from side-to-side, while on the move. For more information, contact 612-888-8801. 

Louis and Kansas City areas. 
"We're going to have a lot of guys learn-

ing on this stuff and after they're done, 
they're going to be all over the country," 
added Wingate. "That's the best way to 
bring tomorrow's superintendent up to 
speed on all our equipment." 

John Deere jumped on board the K-
State project a few months ago. As part of 
the agreement, John Deere donated a full 
complement of turf maintenance equip-
ment and also signed on to be the exclu-
sive supplier to golf courses owned by 
Jim Colbert and a preferred equipment 
brand at golf course managed by Colbert. 

Continued on page 48 

IRRIGATION SERVICES 

BoardTronics/AGC 
hook up national 

service deal 
AUBURN, Calif. — BoardTronics 

Inc., a national service center for 
irrigation components, has inked a 
national account service agreement 
with American Golf Corp. (AGC) 
— a first for BoardTronics. 

"American Golf had a need to get 
their components repaired and keep 
their costs down and keep their 
costs consistent throughout their 
entire portfolio of golf courses," said 
Jordy Smith, national sales man-
ager at BoardTronics. 

Under the agreement—which runs 
through the end of 1999 — AGC 
courses will pack and ship broken 
irrigation components to 
BoardTronics Auburn-based repair/ 
manufacturing facility. BoardTronics, 
in turn, offers AGC priority schedul-
ing, upgrades and same-day ex-
changes when necessary. 

"American Golf had a need to get 
their components repaired while keep-
ing costs down and consistent 
throughout their entire portfolio of 
golf courses, no matter the geographic 
location of the course" said Smith. 

He added that although this 
marks the first national account 
services agreement with a manage-
ment company, BoardTronics cur-
rently has several other similar 
irons in the fire. 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Bayer Cor-
poration Agriculture Division has an-

nounced transi-

Care (GPC) Unit. 
Trevor Thorley 
was appointed 

Trevor Thorley senior vice presi-
dent, sales and marketing, in the Crop 
Protection Business Group. Rich 
Burns had been promoted to director, 
GPC professional 
sales and market-

Jorge Moreno 



Lebanon Seaboard to market isobutylidene diurea 
LEBANON, PA — Isobutylidene 

diurea, the nitrogen source in the pro-
fessional turf fertilizer line, Par-Ex, will 
now be available from Lebanon Turf 
Products. Beginning October 1, Leba-
non Seaboard Corporation will be the 
marketer of isobutylidene diurea fertil-
izers, said Paul Grosh, business man-
ager of Lebanon Turf Products. 

Isobutylidene diurea, in the past, sold 
to the professional turf management 

market byVigoro as IBDU,willbe 
sold under the trade name IsoPRO 
in 15 different blends, including 
21-3-16, 24-4-12 and 31-0-0, Grosh 
said. Lebanon already markets 
isobutylidene diurea in homoge-
neous granular form as IsoTek31. 

Lebanon made the announcement upon 
signing a marketing agreement with a sub-
sidiary of Nu-Gro Corp., the new owner of 
the production facility for isobutylidene 

diurea, located in Bucks, Ala. 
Nu-Gro recently purchased 
the Bucks plant from IB 
Chemical Company. 

Vigoro had held a supply 
contract with IB Chemical 
Company. IMC Global re-

cently divested its Vigoro Profes-
sional Turf division and the 
isobutylidene diurea supply agree-
ment was terminated. 

CIRCLE #162 

FMC & PBI team on 
two new herbicides 

KANSAS CITY — FMC Corporation 
and PBI/Gordon Corporation have an-
nounced a recent agreement covering two 
new FMC herbicides, sulfentrazone and 
carfentrazone-ethyl. U.S. marketing rights 
for the use of these compounds in PBI/ 
Gordon's Trimec herbicides have been 
assigned exclusively to 
PBI/Gordon for profes-
sional turf and ornamen-
tal, industrial vegetation 
management and con-
sumer product markets. 

Classified as protox in-
hibitors, the new chemicals have been 
evaluated for the past three years at the 
PBI/Gordon Turf Research Center as well 
as in tests elsewhere. 

"Our work with these FMC compounds 
has shown faster-acting and broader spec-
trum control using significantly reduced 
rates of active ingredients," said Dr. Jim 
Armbruster, vice president of research 
and development at PBI/Gordon's Kan-
sas City headquarters. Sulfentrazone and 
carfentrazone-ethyl look very promising 
in combination with certain other herbi-
cides, he added. 

Flowtronex/Embry 
Continued from page 47 

Today, according to Embry, these 600-
700 existing course clients, as well as any 
new customers Embry gets on board, are 
more apt to sign on with a preventive 
maintenance contract to keep their 
courses in top-notch condition. "Five to 
seven years ago people didn't know what 
a preventive maintenance schedule was, 
but now every one wants one. To have the 
resources to continue to grow with the 
market is something that a small busi-
ness man has trouble doing. Here's 
Flowtronex, and they're saying they're 
here to help me grow." 

The Embry acquisition comes on the 
heels of the Flowtronex PSI, purchase of 
Portsmouth, England-based Action Pump-
ing Services Ltd., the company's first in-
ternational acquisition. 

With Action under its wing the com-
pany launched Flowtronex Europe Ltd., a 
brand new entity headed by Steve 
Hockley, Action's managing director. 

'That's moving along," said Gram. "I'm 
hopeful that they'll be moved into the newly 
acquired facility by the end of the year." 

Flowtronex PSI has had European rep-
resentation in Hamburg, Germany for the 
past two years, however, according to 
Flowtronex, Action offers a local' manu-
facturing presence and an entree into 
European markets that, to this point for 
the company, have been untapped. 

Rain Bird/Colbert 
Continued from page 47 

Ground-breaking ceremonies for 
Colbert Hills were held on June 12 on the 
1,200-acre site, three or four miles from 
the football stadium, on the northwest 
corner of town. 

The Jeff Brauer-design will meander 
through several valleys, and a few of the 
holes will have trees, he said, but "the 
predominant character is konza prairie." 

Taking over new turf. 

Kubota also offers an M4700 model with 4-wheel drive. 

You know our 
M-Series mid-size 
t rac tors for thei r 
a l l - r o u n d v e r -
satility. N o w we're 
going after some 
new turf. 

I n t r o d u c i n g 
o u r M 4 7 0 0 , 
2-wheel drive Turf 
S p e c i a l . I t ' s g o t 
wide flotation turf 
tires, a low-profile 
f r o n t e n d , c r e e p 
speed for spraying and turf conditioning and 
a sunshade for added comfort. 

Like all Kubota tractors, the M4700 
is loaded with features that increase pro-

ductivity and make 
operation easy. 

An ISO-mounted, 
semi-flat deck greatly 
r e d u c e s v i b r a t i o n 
Creep speed transmission 
has 12 forward speeds 
(0.17-13.76 mph) with 
turf tires. 

a n d m i n i m i z e s 
f a t i g u e , w h i l e 
h a n g i n g p e d a l s 
add comfort and 
ease of operation. 

T h e E -TVCS 
5 - c y l i n d e r d i e se l 
e n g i n e d e l i v e r s 
max imum power, 
with high torque, 
l o w n o i s e a n d 
l o w v i b r a t i o n . 
E n h a n c e d c o m -
bustion efficiently 

reduces fuel cost and lowers emissions. 
T h e K u b o t a M4700 Turf S p e c i a l . 

It's designed from the ground u p for land-
s c a p e a n d t u r f a p p l i c a t i o n s . A n d 
then some. 

For more information, please write to: 

K u b o f o . 
KUBOTA TRACTOR CORPORATION 

P.O. Box 2992, Dept. GCN 
Torrance, CA 90509-2992 

Financing available through Kubota Credit Corporation 



Canadian crisis 
Continued from page 1 
delaying purchases of U.S. and 
other foreign-made supplies. 

"It's no wonder that people 
who make large purchases in the 
U.S. would be backing off or re-
ducing them this year," said 
Vince Gillis, executive director 
of the Canadian Golf Superin-
tendents Association (CGSA). 

Added CGSA President Doug 
Meyer of Cedarbrook Golf & 
Country Club in St. Sophie, Que-
bec: "This will definitely affect 
our capital budgets when we are 
buying new equipment, as well 
as other course supplies such as 
chemicals, fertilizers, seed, parts 
and course supplies. The only 
products that will not be affected 
are those produced in Canada. 

"At this time it appears that 
U.S. products will increase in 
cost more than those from Eu-
rope. As a result, many golf clubs 
may choose to lease equipment 
manufactured in the U.S. rather 
than buy new equipment out-
right. As for the rest of the prod-
ucts, we will have to budget an 
extra 15 percent for our next 
budgetary year. Some courses 
will delay purchases until the 
spring in the hope that the Cana-
dian dollar rebounds. However 
they choose to deal with the situ-
ation, the low dollar is sure to 
negatively impact profits in the 
coming year." 

The effects of Canada's strug-
gling dollar may be somewhat 
offset by this year's increased play 
at Canadian courses, according 
to Nolan Duke of G.C. Duke 
Equipment Ltd. of Burlington, 
Ont., a Canadian distributor of 
U.S.-made products such as 
Ransomes, National and Smithco. 

"The exchange rate," Duke 
said, "has caused our prices to 
go up 7 to 8 percent, which really 
would have screwed up budgets. 
But the weather up here since 
April has been phenomenal. Al-
most no weekends have been 
lost to rain and golf courses have 
been busy from dawn to dusk. 
So, it doesn't seem it will have as 
much impact as you would think. 

"We have had some custom-
ers ask whether they should wait 
until spring. Will things be bet-
ter or will they be worse? People 
are concerned about it. But most 
have had such good years that 
it's really not the prime thing on 
their minds. Most are looking to 
reinvest the money in their golf 
courses and pay less taxes. It's 
had an effect in that people are 
calling their bankers to see 
where rates are going. But we 
don't think it will be as drastic as 
it might have been. If it had been 
a rainy season, it might have re-
ally kicked the heck out of us." 

The CGSA's Gillis agreed this 
has been a good revenue year for 
Canadian courses, due again, in 
part, to the weak Canadian dollar. 

"It [the weak dollar] has been 

great for tourism in Canada," 
Gillis said. "More people have 
stayed at home and visited their 
own resorts and attractions in-
stead of going to the U.S. Older 
people who normally spend five 
or six months in Florida, are hav-
ing to rethink their plans. Every 
other part of our economy is do-
ing well — inflation is low, unem-
ployment is lower than it's been 
in a long time, the Gross Domes-
tic Product is rising. Everything 

SUPPLICR BUSINESS 
is great, except the dollar. 

Meyer has also noted an in-
crease in play. "Public courses 
near the border," he said, "will 
definitely see an increase in play 
as it is a real bargain to play at 
Canadian courses this summer. 
Also, large resorts with golf facili-
ties report an increased number 
of American players. Private coun-
try clubs and courses further from 
the border will benefit less. 

Duke said he and other suppli-

ers will have a better idea of 
what impact the exchange rate 
will have within the next 60 to 90 
days when golf courses begin 
their 1999 budget years. 

"The golf industry is much like 
the municipal industry, they may 
be six months to a year behind in 
actual spending, because they 
wait until they have acquired the 
wealth to actually spend it," said 
George Bannerman of 
Bannerman Ltd., a Toronto-

based manufacturer and dis-
tributor of topdressing, aeration 
and seeding equipment. "If they 
made money at golf this year, it 
will reflect somewhat on what 
they buy this year but more so 
next year." 

On the other side of the coin, 
Canadian manufacturers distrib-
uting in America may be benefit-
ing from the loony's woes since 
the exchange rate makes Cana-

Continued on page 54 
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The "new generation" creeping bentgrass proven to be the best choice for the South. 

"SR 1020 provides year round 
consistency, even during the brutal 
Texas summers. The disease and 
stress resistance has been nothing 
short of spectacular. The 
membership at Great 
Southwest demands 
championship caliber greens, 
and SR 1020 delivers." 
Chris Mattingly — 
Great Southwest Golf Club 
Grand Prairie, TX 

"Most of our play occurs during 
the hot summer months. SR 1020 
stands up to the traffic all season 
long. Its dense, upright growth 
and deep green color make it a 
terrific putting surface, and its 
improved pythium resistance gives 
me one less thing to worry about 
during hot, humid weather." 
David Carr — 
Olde Atlanta Golf Club 
Suwanee, GA 

"SR 1020 was selected for The 
Boulders because of its upright, 
dense growth habit and high 
surface quality. It allows us to more 
easily maintain our consistent green 
speeds, and to resist Poa annua 
invasion." 
Scott McBeath — 
The Boulders 
Carefree, AZ 

DOMINANT Creeping Bentgrass Blend combines the heat 
tolerance of SR 1020 with the cold tolerance of Providence. SEED (/RESEARCH 

OF OREGON, INC. 

27630 Llewellyn Road • Corvallis, OR 97333, U.S.A. • Telephone: 1 (800) 253-5766 • Fax: (541) 758-5305 • E-Mail: info@sroseed.com 

mailto:info@sroseed.com


Glenmac ready w i th 
new Har ley 

Glenmac has introduced the Harley 
model S-4 Power Box Rake which 

can be used with Dingo and Ramrod mini 
skid-steer loaders. 

The S-4 Power Box Rake measures 48 
inches. The S-4, like other Harley models, 
can be used for a variety of time-consum-
ing tasks—gathering debris and stones 
for piling and pick-up, de-thatching, and 
removal of old sod. For more information, 
contact 800-437-9979. 

CIRCLE #201 

GOOSE! 
GOOSE! 

Hired of nuisance g< 
ReJeX-iT® AG-36 can 
Spray this proven repellent jbn turf 
to invisibly repel unwanted geese 

from your valuable gn ss. 
Call l-(800) HAD-BIRD, or v isit us at 

http://www.rejcxit.com 
EPA Registration No: 58035-9) 

G l o b a l Wire less releases VX-10 
" D esponding to the demand for a 
XVsmall yet full powered cost ef-

fective two-way radio, Global Wire-
less has announced the availability of 
the Vertex VX-10. 

At a size similar to a pack of ciga-
rettes, the VX-10 is a five-watt (full 
powered) 40 channel (102 channel ca-
pability with optional key pad) synthe-
sized radio featuring user-selectable 
scan modes to lock out or avoid busy 
channels. This unit boasts the capabil-
ity of handling digital and analog pri-

vate lines and an automatic receive 
and transmit battery save feature. 

In addition, the VX-10 is built to 
military specifications and achieves a 
new standard in durability. The radio 
comes equipped with an extra long-
life battery, antenna and spring loaded 
belt clip. It's user-friendly and all its 
function keys are conveniently located 
on the front and side panels for easy 
access. For more information, con-
tact 941-642-2083. 

CIRCLE #202 
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Huxleys announces new turf al ternative 

Following the successful introduction last year of Campbell Turf for tees, 
pathways and practice grounds, Huxleys is now launching Campbell Turf 

Greens as a premium quality, minimal maintenance alternative to natural turf on golf greens. 
Designed primarily for use on pay and play courses, hotel and leisure resort 

installations and chipping and putting practice greens, the sand-filled, multi-fiber 
material duplicates the look, feel and density of precision-mown grass on a traditional golf 
green. Distributed and installed exclusively in the British Isles by Huxleys, Campbell 
Turf Greens are the result of 14 years' development in the USA. A two-year old 
installation on a public course at Covington, near New Orleans, was recently in-

spected by USGA officials. For more information, contact 
(UK) 07-44-1962-733222. 

CIRCLE #203 

SyncroFlo unleashes Ga to r 

SyncroFlo's new Gator Pumping System was specifically 
designed to immediately compensate for low-pressure 

no pressure conditions in irrigation applications. The Gator is 
a programmable booster system that helps grounds mainte-
nance personnel protect turf and landscaped projects. The 
Gator constantly monitors the water pressure within the sys-

i low- orj&ero- pressure situations, the Gator automati-
cally adjusts the water flow and pressure for maximum effi-
ciency. For more information, contact 800-886-4443. 

CIRCLE #207 
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Par A i d e simplif ies 
spike brush 

If necessity is the mother of inven-
tion, simplicity could be its first 

cousin. Par Aide's new spike brush clean-
ing tool will drive home the fact that this 
simple, flat, comb-like tool is as uncom-
plicated as any useful tool can get. 

Constructed of heavy-duty 11-gauge 
steel, the tines easily ferret out the most 
stubborn debris with a quick flick of the 
wrist. Add to this a powder-coated finish 
that will deliver a lifetime of use, with 
sturdy tines designed to fit between the 
rows of both Par Aide traditional and 
alternative base brushes, and you'll put 
this simple tool on the top of your "must 
have" list. For further information, con-
tact 888-893-2433. 

CIRCLE #204 

ZeroTol lands registration 

ZeroTol Broad Spectrum Algaecide/ 
Fungicide is a newly EPA-regis-

tered chemical for the broad-spectrum 
treatment and control of algae, fungi and 
bacteria on ornamentals and turf. 

ising an oxidation reaction, ZeroTol 
quicNy and effectively kills algae, fun-
gus, bacteria and virus on contact. ZeroTol 
kills spores on contact, thereby reducing 
the potential for re-infection caused by dor-
mant spores in the growing environment. 
ZeroTol ha& a zero hour REI and is an 
environmentally friendly product that does 
not use or propuce toxic residues. For more 
information, Contact 888-657-3088. 

CIRCLE #205 

M<j(w-Blow ready 
for market 

TheyMow-Blow was designed by pro 
fessional lawn-care experts to save 

time by instantly dispersing clippings. 
The Mow-Blow works on most major, 
midsize 36" to 62" walk-behinds, zero-
turn radius riders and front-deck riders. It 

ats mowing time up to 50 percent with no 
/Bumping or trails by virtually eliminating 
double or cross cutting, and is easily ad-
justable or removable for blowing off walk-
ways, curbs and drives. It installs in min-
utes and eliminates bagging, vacuuming 
or sweeping clippings. It does well in long 
or damp grass conditions and is ideal for 
golf and country clubs For more informa-
tion, contact 616-453-2191. 

CIRCLE #206 

YOUR "ONE-STOP" SOURCE 
FOR AMERICA'S LEADING 

GOLF SURFACES & SUPPLIES! 

HIGHLIGHT GOLF HOLES, 
IMPROVE VISIBILITY, 

& MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY 
THE POROUS CERAMIC 

SOIL CONDITIONER 
tttXi PARTAC Ngu, 

COLORED CERAMIC WW 

GREEN SAND 
DIVOT REPAIR MIX PARTAC® GREEN SAND BLENDED 

WITH PARTAC® PREMIUM 
TOP-DRESSING FOR EXCELLENT 

GERMINATION AND 
DEEP GREEN COLOR! 

THE BEST DIVOT REPAIR MIX AVAILABLE! 
AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 

800-247-2326 
I N N.J. 908-637-4191 

PARTAC PEAT C O R P O R A T I O N 
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, N.J. 07838 

ORLANDO (FL) MEMPHIS (TN) RENO (NV) 

U.S. GOLF HOLE 

TARGETS 

STABILIZERS 
BUNKER SEAL 

T e r r a F l o w 
Drainage Systems 
AND MANY MORE 

GOLF SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 

Southern USA Northern USA Western USA 
(800)226-4178 (800)383-0555 (800)474-4990 

Visit our web site for more information: www.ybc.com 
CIRCLE #138 

FLEXIBLE GOLF COURSE MARKERS 
TURF DRAG MATS & BRUSHES 

WINDSCREEN & BALL NETTING 

TYMR. 
GEOTEXTILES & TURF BLANKETS 

PARTAC® 
GOLF COURSE 

TOP-DRESSING 

HEAT TREATED 

http://www.rejcxit.com
http://www.ybc.com


Golf Course Classifieds 
To reserve space in this section, call Jean Andrews 207-925-1099. 

FOR SALE HELP WANTED SERVICES SERVICES 

ARCH STYLE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Bui ld it yourse l f a n d save money ! For car t 
and equ ipmen t s to rage . Fac tory d i rect . 
Save m o n e y on bu i ld ings in s tock . 20 x 30; 
25 x 40; 30 x 55; 45 x 75; 51 x 150. Easy to 
erect. Archway Steel Buildings: 1-800-
344-2724. 

FAIRWAY MOWER 
J a c o b s e n 7 - g a n g fa i rway m o w e r . 

Hydrau l ic cont ro l box inc luded. 
$7900 .00 - Grea t Cond i t ion ! 

Call: 804-794-4346 

FOR SALE 
• AIR COMPRESSOR, LESTER DIESEL ENGINE 

BREATHING AIR SCUBA 
• BALL WASHER - WITTEK #W-50 
• POWER WASHER SILVERJET, MODEL CW 150 

(PS11500) ELECTRIC 220 
• GOLF BALL ROLLER FOR PICKING POND 

BALLS - LARGE PROFESSIONAL MODEL 
• YAMAHA 4 WHEELER MODEL 250 (LOW MILES) 
• USED RANGE BALLS & POND BALLS STRIPED. 

NEVER USED ON RANGE - CHEAP 
ALL IN LIKE-NEW CONDITION 

810-786-1810, Fax 810-786-1850 
5 1 2 7 0 Mi lano, M a c o m b , M l 4 8 0 4 2 

CONSTRUCTION PERSONNEL 
Golf cou rse cons t ruc t ion c o m p a n y seeks 
qua l i f ied es t imator , shapers , a n d super in -
tendents. Call 281-342-7256 or fax re-
sume to 281-341-5476. 

SEEKING EXPERIENCED HELP 
W e s t Coas t Gol f Cons t ruc t ion , seek ing 
expe r i enced help for shap ing , f in ish ing a n d 
i r r igat ion for p ro jec ts in the Wes t . P lease 
fax resume to 530-275-4585 or mail: 
West Coast Golf Construction, 13349 
Padani Drive, Redding, CA 96003. 

SHAPERS WANTED 
Golf C o u r s e Cons t ruc t i on Shape r Needed . 
Mus t be wi l l ing to t ravel . Fax resume and 
date available to 616-547-7009. 

PERSONALIZED GOLF FLAGS 
by DuPon t So lar M a x Ny lon 

BRITISH POLES 
Buy Direct a n d S a v e 

1 - 8 0 0 - 4 7 6 - 7 0 0 5 

HELP WANTED 

EXPERIENCED SHAPERS WANTED 
Exper ienced shape rs a n d golf cou rse con-
st ruct ion pe rsonne l needed . Mus t be wi l l -
ing to t ravel . Re fe rences requ i red. Fax 
resumes & references to : Golf Con-
struction of America (417) 335-2383. 

NEWGENT GOLF, INC. 
Newgen t Gol f , Inc. is look ing for exper i -
e n c e d Golf C o u r s e Super in tenden ts , Op -
erators, & I r r igat ion Superv i so rs pr imar i ly 
for the S.E. part of US. Fax resume to: 
407-846-3069 or Mail to: P.O. Box 
420850, Kissimmee, FL 34742. 

• SHAPERS AND FINISHERS • 
Qual i ty and expe r i enced ind iv idua ls 

needed . M i n i m u m of 3 yea rs expe r ience . 
Exce l lent potent ia l to g row wi th 

agg ress i ve c o m p a n y . 
Fax resume with references to: 

EAGLE GOLF CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
(810) 632-6270 

TERRITORY SALES MANAGER 
T h e c h o s e n p ro fess iona l wi l l be respon-
s ib le for gene ra t i ng sa les a n d e x p a n d i n g 
marke ts w i th in our p ro fess iona l tu r fg rass 
d iv is ion. Th i s inc ludes deve lop ing a n d 
execu t ing m ic ro -marke t s ta teg ies , a n d 
represen t ing o u r c o m p a n y to va r ious pro-
duce rs a n d d is t r ibutors . W e requ i re a BS 
d e g r e e in an agr icu l tura l bus iness re-
lated f ield (i.e.: A g Econ, Ag ronomy , W e e d 
Sc ience or Hor t icu l ture) . Severa l yea rs of 
pract ica l expe r i ence in agr icu l tura l mar -
ket ing or p ro fess iona l tu r fg rass m a n a g e -
men t is benef ic ia l a n d wil l be cons ide red 
in l ieu of f o rma l educa t ion . Ex tens ive 
t rave l is requ i red for se lec t per iods of the 
year . W e of fer a compet i t i ve c o m p e n s a -
t ion a n d benef i ts package . For cons ider -
at ion, p lease s e n d your cover letter, re-
s u m e a n d th ree re fe rences to: 

Territory Sales Manager Search 
c/o Golf Course News 
P.O. Box 997, Dept. 10 
Yarmouth, ME 04096 

REAL ESTATE 

LASER MEASURING 
Laser m e a s u r i n g a n d spr ink ler y a r d a g e 
markers . W e do it all! Laser m e a s u r e & 
insta l la t ion of c u s t o m meta l y a r d a g e mark -
ers for all t ypes of spr ink ler heads . Fair-
way Yardage Designs: 1-800-368-2448. 

B I R D AND BAT H O U S E S 
&£><«*«» • Wildlife Feeders 

• Over 70 Items 
• Free Catalog 
1-800-326-2807 

Coves ide C o n s e r v a t i o n Products 

SOLID BRONZE SIGNAGE 

• Y a r d a g e Marke rs 
• T e e S igns 

• 100, 150, 2 0 0 
• C o m m e m o r a t i v e 
• Laser Measu r i ng 
• Spr ink ler T a g g i n g 

• Y a r d a g e Books 

FROM TEE TO GREEN, INC. 
(800) 932-5223 

Fax: (219) 637-6874 

GEESE CONTROL WITH BORDER COLLIES Keep your T\irf Geese Free!!! 
Working Border Collies Satisfaction XBuaranted - References Available 

21 Years of Experience In Training. Call or write: 

El-Baff Farm & Kennel 
31411 Melson Road, Delmar, Md. 21875 

410-896-4268 

GOLF COURSE FOR SALE 
O t t a w a A r e a Gol f C o u r s e For Sa le 

18 Hole, 6 2 0 0 Y a r d s 
Ser ious Inqui r ies On l y 

613-835-3350 

GOLF COURSE FOR SALE 
18 ho le par 3, S E N. Caro l i na for sa le 
$625 ,000 . 9 ho le cou rse w i th expans ion 
poss ib i l i t ies N W A l a b a m a . Pro fess iona l 
M a n a g e m e n t a n d C o n s u l t i n g s e r v i c e s 
ava i lab le . J a m e s b u r g Fa rms M a n a g e m e n t 
Group - See Website www.jamesburg-
farms.com or call 910-452-9900 for more 
information. 

O F A M E R I C A 
CONVERTING DREAMS TO GREENS 

Complete Golf Course Construction 
NEW AND RENOVATIONS 

417-337-8291 • 888-470-1941 
Fax: 417-335-2383 

A Member of the Golf Course Builders 
Association of America 

2404 St. Hwy. 248, Ste.l, Branson, MO 65616 

HOW TO ORDER A CLASSIFIED AD 
RATES: $90 per co lumn inch (25-35 words, inc luding a bold headl ine). Each 
addit ional 1/4 inch is $30. If order ing a logo, p lease indicate and inc lude an extra 
$45; for a bl ind box, p lease indicate and include an extra $20. All l ine ads must be 
prepaid. All rates are per insert ion. For more informat ion, call Jean Andrews at 
(207) 925-1099. T o place your c lassi f ied ad, mai l your ad copy, this fo rm and 
payment to: J e a n Andrews, Golf Course News, PO Box 51, Fryeburg, ME 
04037 or fax to: (207) 925-1099. 
Your N a m e 
C o m p a n y N a m e 
A d d r e s s 
Ci ty 
Zip 

• P a y m e n t enc losed , or 
• C h a r g e to my cred i t ca rd 

• V i s a / M C 
• A m Ex 

S igna tu re 

Exp. da te 
Exp. da te 

Sta te 
D a y t i m e P h o n e 

• Logo • B l ind Box 

POND & LAKE 
LINERS 

• Buy Di rec t f r om fabr i ca to r 20 , 30 , 4 0 mi l 
PVC, Hypa lon , H D P E , & P.P. 

• C u s t o m fab r i ca ted pane l s of up to 
2 5 , 0 0 0 S.F. ava i lab le . 

• Mater ia l Only, Mater ia l & Supe rv i s i on , 
or C o m p l e t e Ins ta l la t ion serv ice . 

CZforadc frnwifr 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

"Your Inside Line On Containment" 
1-800-524-8672 

1062 Singing Hills Road • Parker, CO 80138 
303-841-2022 • Fax 303-841-5780 

MARK ELIOT 
DESIGN 
LANDSCAPE & 

GOLF COURSE DESIGN 
CLUB LANDSCAPING 

Design 
New Construction 

Renovation & 

GOLF COURSE DESIGN 
Master Planning 

Renovation 
Construction Management 

MARK E. SOSNOWITZ, ASLA 
MARK ELIOT DESIGN 

PO BOX 11188 
GREENWICH, CT 06831 

203-972-9131 Fax: 203-972-9132 

We'll Seal Your Lake 
Empty or Full! 

ESS-13 Eliminates 
The Need For A 

Synthetic Lake Liner 

P.O. Box 51177 
Phoenix, Arizona 85076-1177 

800-214-9640 Fax 602-829-1106 

Since 1958 



Golf Course Market lace T o r e s e r v e s p a c e i n t h i s s e c t i o n , c a l l 
J e a n A n d r e w s , 2 0 7 - 9 2 5 - 1 0 9 9 

October 
8 — GCSAA seminar on Wetlands and Golf 

Courses in Orlando, Fla. * 
15 — GCSAA seminar on Problems and 

Solutions: Using Animals and Perennials in the 
Golfscape in Galena, Ohio. * 

19 — GCSAA seminar on The Superinten-
dent as Grow In Manager in Little Rock, Ark. * 

20 — GCSAA seminar on Strategies for 
Managing the Turfgrass System in Neptune, 
N.J. * 

20 — GCSAA seminar on Golf Course Con-
struction Management and Grow-In in Little 
Rock, Ark. * 

26-27— Golf Course News'Public Golf Fo-
rum in Palm Springs, Calif. Contact GCN Con-
ference Group at 207-846-0600. 

November 
1-3 — International Irrigation Expo in San 

Diego, Calif. Contact 703-573-3551. 
I-3 — Georgia GCSA annual meeting at St. 

Simons Island. Contact Karen White at 706-
769-4076. 

3 — GCSAA seminar on Strategies for Man-
aging the Turfgrass System in Fairfield Glade, 
Tenn. * 

3 — GCSAA seminar on Employee Safety 
Training in Industry, Calif. * 

3-5 — Penn State Golf Turf Conference in 
State College, Pa. Contact 814-863-3475. 

4-5 — Heart of America GCSA Annual Golf 
& Turf Conference in North Kansas City, Mo. 
Contact 816-561-5323. 

4-6 — Penn State Golf Turf Conference in 
State College, Pa. Contact 814-863-3475. 

5 — GCSAA seminaron Golf Course Restora-
tion, Renovation and Construction Projects in 
Boise, Idaho. * 

6— GCSAA seminaron USGA Intermediate 
Rules of Golf in Maui-Lahaina, Hawaii. * 

9 — GCSAA seminar on Bentgrass Manage-
ment Relationships to Physical, Mechanical, 
Biological & Chemical Stresses in Lexington, 
Ky * 

9 — GCSAA seminar on Drainage Systems 
in Hudson, Ohio. * 

9— GCSAA seminaron Golf Course Restora-
tion, Renovation and Construction Projects in 
St. Louis. * 

9-12— West Virginia GCSA Turf Conference 
and Show in Morgantown, W. Va. Contact Rob-
ert Maguire at 304-243-4154. 

9-13 — New York State Turf & Grounds 
Exposition in Syracuse, N. Y. Contact 800-873-
8873. 

10 — GCSAA seminar on Turfgrass Stress 
Management in Seattle 

10 — GCSAA seminar on The Superinten-
dent as Grow-In Manager in Novi, Mich. * 

10 — GCSAA seminar on Plant Nutrition 
and Fertilizers in Wichita, Kansas. * 

10 — GCSAA seminar on Wildlife Manage-
ment and Habitat Conservation in Syracuse, N.Y. * 

11 — GCSAA seminar on The Microbiology 
of Turfgrass Soils in Garden City, NY* 

II-13 — Midwest Turfgrass & Ornamental 
Seminar in Lafayette, Ind. Contact Bev Bratton 
at 765-494-8039. 

12 — GCSAA seminar on Golf Course Con-
struction Management and Grow-In in 
Fallbrook, Calif * 

13-17 — Professional Lawn Care Associa-
tion of America Annual Conference in Nash-
ville, Tenn. Contact 800-458-3466. 

16 — GCSAA seminar on Managerial 
Productivity in Myrtle Beach, S.C * 

16 - Dec. 11 — Turf Managers Short Course, 
University of Guelph, Ontario Canada. Contact 
Peggy Nagle at 519-824-4120, Ext. 3814. 

* For more information contact the GCSAA 
Education Office at 800-472-7878. 

HARCO DUCTILE IRON 
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations including "knock-on" repair couplings. High Strength, high corrosion resistance. 

The Harrington Corporation 
P.O. Box 10335 

Lynchburg, Va 24506 
804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 

' CIRCLE #152 

^Jorimo^t don±£%uction do. 
ths, nation fox ouzi 30 

Golf Course Bui lders 
"2W5 One <Jling <Wz[[" 

P.O. BOX 559 
TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA 92593 

( 9 0 9 ) 6 9 8 - 7 2 7 0 

F A X ( 9 0 9 ) 6 9 8 - 6 1 7 0 

STATE LIC. #267960 

CIRCLE #150 

Repel Geese and Ducks 

GOOSEC//ASE FROMGRASS! Eliminate mess and 
property damagel 

S a f e , b i o d e g r a d a b l e t as te -
a v e r s i o n a g e n t . R e n d e r s 
f o o d s o u r c e s u n p a l a t a b l e 
a n d i n e d i b l e s o g e e s e 
l eave . E a s y t o u s e - j u s t 
s p r a y o n t o g r a s s . 
1 gallon (pe r a c r e ) $95 

THE BIRD CONTROL "X-PERTS" 

BIRD-*)»»»L 
300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. GCN ' 
CHICAGO IL 60607 
312-BAN-BIRD 312-226-2480 FAX 

CIRCLE #144 

You'll want to play barefoot on our certified grasses. 
• Tifton 419 
• Midlawn 
• EIToroZoysia 
• Meyer Z-52 Zoysia 

Sprig Planting Service 
Laying Machinery 
Rentals 

1 Row Planting Service 

1 Lay and Play Fairway 
Cuts (warm season) 
Pads 

• Big Rolls 

P.O. BOX 56440 • L I T T L E R O C K , AR 72215 

7 1-800-666-0007 501-280-0763 www.quailvalley.com 
' ^ Little Rock 

Quail Valley GRASSES 
SPORTS « GOLF • COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL - SOD PRODUCERS 

barefoot walkiri thick 
CIRCLE #160 

EXCEL 
BRIDGE MANUFACTURING CO. 

Specializing in golf 

course/ park/ bike 

trail bridges and using a 

variety of materials to 

suit your particular 

landscape needs, we 

fabricate easy-to-install, 

pre-engineered spans 

and deliver them any-

where in North America. 

The Macho Combo: Combines the beauty of wood and the strength 

of maintenance free self-weathering steel. Bridge designed by Golf 

Dimensions. 

800-548-0054 
(outside CaliforniaI 

12001 Shoemaker Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 9 0 6 7 0 

Tel: 562-944-0701 Fax: 562-944-4025 

8301 State Highway 29 N, Alexandria, MN 56308 USA 
Phone: 320-852-7500 Fax: 320-852-7067 

E-Mail: conbridg@carlos.polaristel.net • www.continentalbridge.com 
CIRCLE # 1 4 6 

Keep That Edge 

pinhigh 
reel ^horp^ninq compound 

Contact Your Local Distributor or Call Us 
Toll Free 1 (800) 422-4748 

LIST RENTAL 
GOLF COURSE 
NFWS 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

. . .offers you the opportunity to reach the 
decision makers at thousands of 

golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list. 
Call for details . . . 

207-846-0600 

Keep Your Divot Seed Mixture 
Where It Is Used... 

... in Divot Seed & Soil tee 
buckets next to the tee markers. 
Available in Cedar or Redwood 
slats and with companion 
Trash'M debris buckets. Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 

I N N O V A T I V E M A I N T E N A N C E P R O D U C T S 
Prom J^cister oftfujjnfe A 
P.O. Box 1865, Lombard, IL 60148-1865 

(630) 627-1100 • Fax (630) 627-1104 
CIRCLE #158 

CIRCLE #135 

STARTING AT 

$299.95 

ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRECISIONUSA.COM 
CIRCLE #140 

Easy to use 
Lightweight 
Adjustable 
Powerful 
Fast 

74e 
Otiyiml 
'rtyowiuup ^ittKttten 

4 Models 
GCT12 
GCN 5 
GCT20 
GCT21 

PRECISION 
YOUR GOLF COURSf SUPERMARKET 

1-800-345-1960 

http://www.quailvalley.com
mailto:conbridg@carlos.polaristel.net
http://www.continentalbridge.com
http://WWW.PRECISIONUSA.COM


Golf Course Market 
Featuring: 

Drain Pipe 

Nyoplast Drains 

NDS Drains 

Geotextiles 

Lake & Pond 
Liners 

Silt & Safety 
Fences 

I A A A To reserve space in this section, call 
I d u t ? Jean Andrews, 207-925-1039 

Serving the Golf Construction Industry Worldwide 

& 

LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS 
1-800-21-EAGLE 

L A M I N A T E D 
W O O D BRIDGES 

Eagle Interface for 
Greens Construction 

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR 
Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S. 
• Complete Prefabricated Packages • Ready for Fast Erection 
• Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S • Custom Design & Engineering 

CALL 8 0 0 - 7 7 7 - 8 6 4 8 
P.O. Box A*Morrisville, NC 27560 

www.enwood.com Tel. 919/467-6155 » FAX 919/469-2536 

CIRCLE # 1 4 8 

A Visible Marking System 
You CanMowRight Over 

• Speeds up play-Reduces playing 
time up to 30 minutes per round 

• Cost effective-Pays for itself in 
months - Lasts for years 

• More enjoyment - No pacing and 
hunting for sprinkler heads 

• Available in all colors 
• Proven at thousands of courses around the world 

1 The Kir by Marker System 
760-931^2624 • 800-925-4729 • Fax 760-931-1753 

CIRCLE # 1 5 6 

DIRTY BIRDS a PROBLEM?? 
Scare them away with harmless, 

APPROVED, ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE 
BIRD C O N T R O L NOISEMAKERS 

UNIQUE, MORE DISCREET PRODUCTS 
ESPECIALLY FOR GOLF COURSES 

near residential areas are available. 

We CAN help solve your bird problems. 
CALL TODAY: 1-800-582-8843 

JPF Distributors 
CIRCLE # 1 5 5 

MAILORDER - GOLF IRRIGATION/DRAINAGE DESIGN • NATIONWIDE-IRRIGATION CONTROLLER REPAIR 
Utilizing advanced computer aided design (CAD) 
and hydraulic loop engineering software. 
Complete plans, including all contractor bid specifications. 
Exclusive GeoPlanetics™ field staking system. 
Toro, Rain Bird, and Legacy system design solutions. 
Architect, Distributor and Contractor-special pricing. 
Local construction management inquiries welcome. 
UNBEATABLE PRICING. SERVICE AND QUALITY! 

AquaAudit 
P.O. Box 293164 
Sacramento, CA 95829 
Telephone - 888-549-4427 

Call for a FREE-no oblication Water Budget Report 
CIRCLE # 1 4 2 

Lightning and water damage specialists. 
One Price - normal reconditioning services. 
Fast turnaround\ emergency or exchange services. 
Service contracts including the central computer. 
Repairing previously "totaled " equipment. 
Servicing: 
Torn- NW8000, LTC, OSMAC, VT3, VT4, VTII; 
and Rain Bird- MSC, PAR, ISC, SBM. 
Contractor and distributor inquiries welcome. 

BoardTronics, Inc. 
(formally ICS) 
P.O. Box 6084 Auburn, CA 95604 
Telephone - 800-782-9938 

CIRCLE # 1 4 5 

119 40th St. NE 
Fort Payne, AL 

35967 

"DELIVERED ACROSS AMERICA" 

PEDESTRIAN AND SINGLE LANE 
VEHICULAR BRIDGES 
ENGINEERED AND FABRICATED 
TO YOUR SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS. CLEAR SPANS 
TO 220 FEET AVAILABLE IN MOST 
OF OUR STYLES. FACTORY 
DIRECT 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 4 9 - 7 5 1 5 
www.steadfastbridge.com 

10" 6" X 250' CONNECTOR SERIES 
ADMIRALS COVE • JUPITER, FL 

SuperParts1 

Replacement Controller Parts 
• Replacement triac and relay output boards. 
• Direct replacement warranty service. 
• The highest quality parts available. 
• Exclusive ServiceSockets™ for in-field servicing. 
• Featuring epoxy sealed and oil lubricate switches. 
• Upgraded non-OEM replacement parts for: 

Torn- NW8000, LTC, LTC Plus, OSMAC, 
and Rain Bird- M5C+, PAR+. 

• Contractor and distributor inquiries welcome. 
• Don't repair - trade-in your damaged OEM boards. 

Irrigation Aftermarket Parts Corp. 
P.O. Box 5515 Auburn, CA 95604 Call: 800-294-1846 
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120 PBI/Gordon Corporation 30 

137 Penn. State 36 

110 PGA of America 55 

159 Precision Small Engine 52 

— Public Golf Forum 16 

102 Pursell Industries 18-19 

160 Quail Valley Farms 52 

128 Rain Bird 34 

139 RJ Advantage 50 

129 Rohmid LLC* 44 

121 Roots, Inc 35 

163 Seed Resarch 49 

130 Standard Golf 32 

161 Steadfast Bridge Co 53 

112 Tee-2-Green 2 

— Terra Industries 17 

113 Textron 56 

106 Toro Comm'l. Prod. Div 10-11 

107 Toro Comm'l. Prod. Div 28-29 

131 Toro-Irrigation Div 45 

135 Turfline, Inc 54 

103 Unicar 14-15 

140 William Raveis Real Estate 54 

114 Yamaha 42 

138 York Bridge Concepts 50 

108 Zeneca Professional Products 8-9 

* Appears in regional edition. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA: VIETNAM PART ll/PUBLIC GOLF IN MALAYSIA 

Vietnam's growing pains: Part II 
Edit Note: The following is part II of Andrew 
Overbeck's overview of the Vietnamese golf course 
development market. The story picks up from page 
46 of September's Golf Course News. 
B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

The next two golf courses are in 
Dalat and Phan Thiet and are close 

enough to be weekend courses for Ho 
Chi Minh City residents, but they area 
best positioned to attract resort golfers 
and other Asian members. 

Both courses are owned by Danao In-
ternational and were assisted in the con-

"They Are 
Absolutely 

Great!" 

Steve Glossinger, Superintendent 
Caves Valley, Owings Mills, MD 
former superintendent 
Oakland Hills Golf Club - '96 U.S. Open site 

"I used the TRUE-
SURFACE® Vibratory 
Greens Rolling System 
prior to the U.S. Open 
to maintain consistency 
in our greens and each 
day during the Open for 
USGA speed require-
ments. The rollers were 
used following the Open 
to provide the consistent 
conditions expected by 
our members and 
guests. I found the 
rollers to be exactly 
what we needed. They 
are absolutely great!" 

For Your Demo 
Call Today 

1-800-443-8506 

Visit our web site at http://www.true-surface.com 

struction process by International Man-
agement Group (IMG) and its golf course 
design team. 

The principal investor behind both 
projects was the late Larry Hilbloom (the 
"H" in DHL) who died in 1995. While the 
Dalat Palace Golf Club was already con-
structed at that point, his death severely 
affected the development pace of Ocean 
Dunes in Phan Thiet. They have faced 
numerous funding setbacks and construc-
tion delays due to the sticky issues sur-
rounding the settling of Hilbloom's estate. 

However, the course was completed in 
July of 1996, and the 123-room Novotel 
hotel just held its soft opening this April. 
The Nick Faldo signature seaside course 
is outstanding and at the moment is prob-
ably the best conditioned in Vietnam. 

The Dalat Palace Golf Club is the best 
situated in Vietnam. Dalat is a prime tour-
ist destination, is easily reached by plane 
from HCM City, and boasts comfortable 
weather year-round. The course is lo-
cated in the heart of Dalat offering pan-
oramic town views from its hillside perch. 

The cool weather enables the club to 
have tee-to-green bentgrass — only one 
other course in Asia can boast this dis-
tinction. However, the course is still with-
out a permanent clubhouse and mem-
bers facilities — they will need more 
members in order to afford this next step. 
While other facilities are lacking, accom-
modation is readily available at both the 
Sofitel and Novotel hotels that are a part 
of the project. 

Currently, the two clubs are in a bit of 
a transition period. IMG is no longer pro-
viding the management services and have 

Canadian crisis 
Continued from page 49 
dian-made products a better deal for U.S. 
superintendents. 
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downgraded its position to a 
"consultancy." Further, in order for both 
resorts to take off, international access 
must improve. An international airport is 
planned for Dalat in the coming years, 
but getting to Phan Thiet is still a treach-
erous four-hour drive from HCM City. 
This is the last hurdle that the two golf 
clubs must overcome if they are to com-
pete with other Asian resorts. 

The story changes dramatically in the 
North. There is only one golf course, the 
King's Island Golf Club which is precari-
ously situated on the banks of Dong Mo 
lake, northwest of Hanoi. While they have 
a solid lock on the market, this project 
has struggled from the very beginning. 

Due to a miscommunication between 
the Thai investors and the local govern-
ment, the course was built below flood 
level and the first phase of the golf course 
construction was flooded out. It took the 
better part of 1994 and 1995, to resolve 
this problem, and as a result, the project 
has lost investor interest. Some credibil-
ity has returned lately, as the full 18-hole 
course has opened and is in high player 
demand among expatriates on weekends. 

Effectively, the "design" was done by 
the owner, and it, therefore, lacks consis-
tency. It was inadequately constructed 
and many of the greens have had to be 
rebuilt. The project will require more in-
vestors if it is to become a success. 

Clearly golf projects in Vietnam must 
take a long-term approach to development. 
Despite the obstacles, however, there are 
five golf projects that are licensed by the 
MPI and are awaiting construction. 

The first is a Daewoo backed project in 
the Dong Anh province located near the 
Hanoi airport. However, with the collapse 
of the Korean economy, the construction 

Bannerman expects to see a 15- to 16-
percent increase in U.S. sales, partly due 
to the favorable exchange rate. 

"The exchange rate has had a tremen-
dous effect on the awareness of the Ameri-
can citizen," Bannerman said. "It's like 
getting a 35-percent discount on goods 
because of the exchange rate. In the 
Northern states, particularly, they are 
very conscious of the American/Cana-
dian dollar relationship." 

Said Jim Hodge of Val Halla Golf Club in 
Cumberland, Maine: "It all depends on the 
service. If I can save a buck, fine. But I also 
need the product, when I want it... If I can 
get the same fertilizer I'm paying $ 13 a bag 
for now for $10 a bag [from a Canadian 
supplier], I'd probably buy the $10 bag. If 
I'm buying 100 bags, that adds up. But if 
I'm just going to save 50 cents a bag," 

How the weakness of the Canadian 
dollar affects Canadian buying habits may 
be reflected by Canadian attendance at 
next February's Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America Interna-
tional Conference and Show. According 
to Gillis: "Last year the GCSAA might 
have noticed a drop-off in attendance be-
cause the Canadian dollar was at 67 or 68 
cents. Now its an all-time low." 

Indeed Canadian attendance at the 1998 
show in Anaheim, Calif., was 593, down 
from 880 in 1997 in Las Vegas, but about 
the same as the 599 who went to Orlando, 
Fla., in 1996. 

"It's too early to tell what Canadian 
attendance will be this year," said GC-
SAA spokesman Jeff Bolig. 

of this project is well down the line. An-
other is the Do Son Golf Club in Haiphong 
which is financed by the California In-
vestment Group. 

The golf course industry has faced a 
tough road in Vietnam, and the newly li-
censed courses will undoubtedly have their 
growth problems. Hopefully, the industry 
in Vietnam can benefit from their experi-
ences thus far and readjust their business 
strategies to fit the current demands of the 
market. As the Vietnamese economy con-
tinues to grow and to expand, the golf 
market will undoubtedly expand as well. 

In the meantime, the focus must con-
tinue to be on creating growth among the 
local Vietnamese market and introducing 
them to the game of golf. Movement in 
each of these areas is presently detectable 
and the golf in Vietnam will be richer for it. 

Malaysia: Public Golf 
Continued from page 13 
to make them better golfers. With that in 
mind, golfers are invited to enroll in the 
seven-part "Homeless Golfers Program" 
which has been created to ensure golfer 
proficiency. 

The classes cover everything from rules 
and etiquette to golfing fundamentals and 
techniques. Lessons from members of 
the Malaysian National Team and other 
qualified professionals are an integral part 
of the program. 

After they have completed the course, 
they receive a "proficiency certificate" 
and a free USPGA handicap rating that is 
maintained by the club. 

While educating the older golfers on 
the finer points of golf is necessary to 
maintain the integrity of the game, giving 
junior golfers the opportunity to get on 
the course is vital to the survival of the 
game itself. Khamis is extremely excited 
about his "Teen Golf' program. 

"Having served as the general man-
ager of private clubs in the past, it has 
been nearly impossible to set aside time 
for juniors to have access to the course. 
However at Seri Selangor, I have been 
able to create my dream junior program 
and it will be the center for junior devel-
opment in Malaysia," said Khamis. 
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