ACUSHNET, Mass. — As home to
Titleist and Footjoy Worldwide for the
past 80 years, the town of Acushnet has
become synonymous with golf's biggest
company. Amazingly, while this tiny New
England hamlet could boast its own line
of eponymous golf balls — who could
ever forget the Club Special? — the town
of Acushnet has never been home to a

DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
CSM christens first course in Titleist Township

Acushnet River Valley Golf Course, a
layout designed by Cornish, Silva and
Mungeam (CSM), opened for play in Au-
gust. CSM partner Brian Silva has fash-

ioned an interesting assortment of golf

holes here, on a parcel of land that fea-
tures three distinct environments: a roll-
ing meadow, a dense New England forest,
and an abandoned gravel pit.

Valley will truly feature a unique degree of
variety,” said Silva.

Once municipal funding was secured in
November 1996, the town and CSM didn’t
waste much time. Ground was broken in
April 1997, with International Golf of Arling-
ton, Mass., handling course construction.

Acushnet River Valley GC plays more than
6,800 yards from the tips and 4,800 from the

single golf course. Until now.

“Allarchitects say this, but AcushnetRiver  front, with three sets of tees in between.

16 Sl Nurnber 4

Leading superintendents rate Providence the best creeping bentgrass for the northern U.S. and Canada.

Seed supplied by Professional Turf Center

DOMINANT & DOMINANT PLUS Creeping Benitgrass
Blends combine the heat tolerance of SR 1020 with the cold
tolerance of Providence, and our new SR 1119.

“We chose Providence for its outstanding perfor-
mance all over the U.S. and particularly in
the Northeast. We established greens in the
hot, dry summer of ‘95 and they have
performed beautifully. Our
new practice putting green
was open for play eight
weeks after seeding. My
membership is very pleased with the quality of
our putting surfaces.”

Bob Miller —
The Golf Club of Purchase * Purchase, NY

“Providence has performed as
expected; with its upright growth
characteristics, fine leaf
texture, uniform density and
color, it has truly been a
winner for us. Since the day

we opened, our customers have
loved the consistency and smooth-
ness of our putting surfaces.”

Pat Shaw —
The Bog * Saukville, WI

“This is my fifth grow in and
my first with pure Providence
greens. It’s a very fine,
upright turf. Slightly slower
to establish because of our
cold and rainy fall, but now
that we are maturing it’s
showing its true colors to be
a great putting surface.”

Gregg Radak —
The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club « Aloha, OR
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Bohannan
starts fresh

Continued from page 21

Prior to Paragon, Bohannan
was a design associate for Nick-
laus Design from 1988-94, work-
ing as a liaison between the de-
sign and construction functions
for courses in Taiwan and Thai-
land. A previous association with
Holmes & Co. had him building
such regarded courses as
Pinehurst National and Grand
Cypress golf clubs.

With the experience of the
Asian projects under his belt,
said Bohannan, the standard U.S.
jobs appear to be fairly cut and
dry.

“If you can build a golf course
in Asiayou can surely doithere,”
he said. “The complications you
run into there are too numerous
to mention, nothing is easy.
There’re equipment and man-
power problems, language bar-
riers. It's a nice surprise when
you come back and realize just
how easy it is to get materials.”

Getting the venture like Live
Oak off the ground is a series of
small steps, he said. In past few
months, he’s taken time to
spread the name and talk to
course architects and develop-
ers in order to stress the
company's mission.

“You have to explain to the
client up front what they're go-
ing to get. It’s simple. You have
to be honest with them. You have
to tell them what it’s going to
cost and when it’s going to be
done. I've seen it too many times
where too many people come in
and low ball and the client doesn’t
get what he wants. Completing
the job on time is a real stickler
in this industry.”

For starters, Live Oak will con-
centrate on renovation work as
it gears up to take on some full-
service, turnkey work. The com-
pany is currently doing some
renovation work at
Meadowbrook Golf Course in
Rutherfordton, N.C. “I'd like to
stay in the Southead, but we've
recently bid jobs up in Michigan
and Pennsylvania. So, we'll see
what happens.

CEC Properties

Continued from page 21
construction of nine new golf
courses, three of which are al-
ready under construction. It wil
transfer all of its existing goli
course facility management con-
tracts to Classic Golf Manage-
ment, a wholly owned subsid-
iary of CEC Properties.

Sam Gunderson will become
the president o1 First Golf Ac-
quisition Corporation, Balalis
said

CEC Properties began opera-
tions in 1994 and is focusing on
becoming a major provider ol
services to the golfing industry.
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