
GOLF COURSE Diggin' golf in Beantown 
Golf and traffic benefit from Boston's notorious 'Big Dig' 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

B y P E T E R B L A I S 

BOSTON — Developer Charles 
Geilich and course architect John 
Sanford have coupled the interests 
of a major Boston road construction 
project and a nearby landfill closure 
to develop a 27-hole golf course in 
suburban Boston. 

Boston's "Big Dig" project, a multi-

year undertaking designed to speed 
traffic through Massachusetts' capi-
tal city, planned to spend $300 mil-
lion to dispose of the millions of 
cubic yards of dirt excavated from 
the construction site. 

Meanwhile, Quincy and Milton of-
ficials were planning to close their 
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John Deere 
looks skyward 
B y M I C H A E L L E V A N S 

RALEIGH, N.C. — With its recent 
acquisition of Charlestown, Mass.-
based Player Systems Corp., manu-
facturer of the SkyLinks golf course 
management technology that utilizes 
the global position system (GPS), 
John Deere has taken a long look up 
into the future. 

"John Deere now has the ability to 
leverage the GPS technology across 
different applications," said Shawn 
Phillips, new general manager of 
Player Systems. "The GPS technol-
ogy has been limited to the golf car. 

Continued on page 41 An aerial shot of the Quarry Hills site and the Boston skyline in the distance. 

La. to grow golf image 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Louisiana officials plan to 
approach the state Legisla-
ture with a master plan to 
finance construction of 
seven to 10 courses 
throughout the Pelican 
State, making it more at-
tractive to visiting and na-
tive golfers. 

Representatives from 
Gov. Michael Foster's of-
fice, the state Department 
of Culture, Recreation and 
Tourism, and golf indus-
try representatives Tho-
mas Martty of Martty Golf 
Management and Linda 
Curtis of The Sabine River 
Authority, which is build-
ing a new course, met to 
discuss the possibility 
early this fall and plan to 
meet again in November. 

A joint commission 
which would research the 
state's golfing needs and 
the costs involved will 
likely be formed, accord-
ing to tourism department 

Communications Director 
Jennifer Romero. 

"The state has put to-
gether a group of people 
interested in developing 
golf courses in Louisiana 
that is a very enthusiastic 
and committed group that 
wants to get something 
done," Martty said. "There 
is a pent-up demand for 
better daily-fee golf in cer-
tain areas of Louisiana." 

Louisiana ranks 48th in 
Continued on page 28 

L-93 holds it own in NTEPs 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

BELTSVILLE, Md. — While the A and G series of 
bentgrasses have been grabbing the headlines the 
past couple of years, L-93 has quietly 
taken the grand prize in the final report 
of the National Turfgrass Evaluation 
Program tests for putting-green bents. 

"L-93 has really taken off big-time," 
said Dr. Rich Hurley, director of research at Lofts Seed 
in Bound Brook, N J. "We have good seed production, 
and superintendents are following the test results." 

Those test results put L-93 atop Penn A-4, Penn 
A-l by a mean average of 6.6 to 6.5 in the final 
results of the NTEP trials which began in 1993. 

Continued on page 18 

N E W S P A P E R 

KOLLSTAR GOLF CO. UP TO A DOZEN COURSES IN EIGHT MONTHS 

The Ocean Course at Cabo del Sol, Los Cabos, Mexico, is a KollStar-owned and managed 
property. To learn more about this fast-growing company, see story page 33. 



MAINTENANCE 

L-93 and Penn-As pace bentgrass trials 
Continued from page 1 

Because the Least Significant 
Difference (LSD) value in the 
testing was 0.1, L-93 is statisti-
cally No. 1, yet nevertheless tied 
with A-4 and A-l. 

Following those three variet-
ies in the tests are Providence, 
Penn G-2, Cato and Penn G-6. 
Thus, the As and Gs, which have 

garnered national attention for 
their unmatched density and the 
fact they flourish when cut very 
short, took four of the top seven 
spots. 

Asked about the As and Gs 
being defined as "niche" grasses 
because they like high mainte-
nance, Dr. Bill Rose of Tee-2-
Green, which produces all the 

Penn grasses: "They're the best 
there is. If that's the niche, it's 
the niche they're in." 

Rose said the As and Gs per-
form better under lesser mainte-
nance than other grasses do 
when highly managed. 

In the final tests for bentgrass 
under fairway and tee conditions, 
Providence, Cato and Penneagle 

tied atop all cultivars. 
"Providence has been such a 

steady performer — whether in 
trials or real life," said Skip Lynch 
of Seed Research of Oregon. 
"And now you have L-93 which is 
also a beautiful grass. L-93 is the 
first grass on the market compa-
rable to Providence. Now we've 
released SR-1119, and it pushes 
that bar even higher." 

Because of timing, however, 
SR-1119 didn't make the 1993-97 

national tests. 
Each set of NTEP trials 

"pushes the bar higher." Recent 
advances by turfgrass breeders 
have proven a significant im-
provement in turf quality com-
pared to the old standard-bear-
ers, Hurley said. 

In the case of L-93, he said: 
"My hypotheses is that superin-
tendents [using it] could save 30 
to 50 percent in fungicide use on 
tees, greens and fairways." 

He pointed out that L-93 was 
the only bent in the top statisti-
cal grouping for resistance to 
brown patch, dollar spot, copper 
spot, Fusarium patch, Typhula 
snow mold and yellow patch. 

Superintendent Chris 
Wakeman at brand-new The 
King's Challenge at Lakeview 
Country Club in Cedar, Mich., 
said, "I sold the owner [on L-93] 
basically on the fact that it can 
reduce our chemical applica-
tions." 

After one year, he reported 
that although he had to fight 
dollar spot on the Pennway 
bentgrass tees and fairways, the 
disease never tracked onto the 
L-93 greens and collars. 

"Dollar spot runs rampant up 
here," he said, "and to not even 
see any on the greens was fan-
tastic. If I had known, I would 
have planted more L-93, perhaps 
on the tees and even the fair-
ways." 

Wakeman said his only chemi-
cal applications were spot-treat-
ing for takeall patch and, during 
the seeding phase, for pythium. 

Golf course architect William 
Bradley Booth of Ogunquit, 
Maine, has chosen L-93 for sev-
eral new courses he is design-
ing, explaining: "I was keen on 
its resistance to patch problems 
and the fact it would do well in 
forest areas. It also germinates 
quickly, has uniform color and 
provides an excellent putting 
surface." 

Hurley called L-93 a very ver-
satile grass, with excellent heat 
and cold tolerance as well as dis-
ease resistance, and able to take 
a variety of heights of cut. 

Meanwhile, the As and Gs 
topped the rankings in leaf tex-
ture, tiller counts, poa annua rat-
ings, and spring, summer and 
fall density. 

Rose said the Gs are doing ex-
ceptionally at Pinehurst and the 
As likewise at Augusta National. 
"It depends on the climate in a 
particular area," he said. 

About the close mowing 
claimed necessary for the As and 
Gs, Rose said they must be 
mowed daily, but can be main-
tained at a height of 5/32 inch. 
He pointed to Cantigny, which 
seeded the new grass and 
couldn't cut it low because com-
petitive grasses on the course 
wouldn't stand the cut. • • • 

Continued on page 20 

Near infrared and aerial photography at Imperial 
Golf Club in Naples, Florida, captures the benefits 
of using InfilTRx Soil Penetrant on fairways. 

riAQUATROLS 
Formulating For Effectiveness 

5 North Olney Ave., Cherry Hill, N.J. 08003 
1-800-257-7797 or 1-609-751-0309 
Fax 1-609-751-3859 
www.aquatrols.com 

1-800-257-7797 The untreated course exhibits dry 

spots and an overall unhealthy 

appearance. 

West Course (10th and 15th hole shown in left photo) was treated with 1 quart of InfilTRx per 

acre on a monthly basis beginning February 1998, the East Course (4th and 5th hole shown 

in right photo) was left untreated. 

The treated course has an overall 

healthy appearance and offers 

improved playing conditions. 

http://www.aquatrols.com


M A I N T E N A N C E 

Danner Internships placing students in mainstream 
FRANKLIN, Tenn. — Two years ago 

Nashville businessman Ray Danner cre-
ated a turfgrass internship at the Little 
Course at Aspen Grove to help train fu-
ture leaders in golf course maintenance. 

This summer Jim Akin, a sophomore 
majoring in turf and ornamental horticul-
ture at the University of Tennessee, 
served as the second Danner Turf Intern. 
His experience included building a new 

chipping green at the Little Course, which 
installed a newly invented flat plastic drain 
tile. He was also responsible for monitor-
ing all turfgrass test plots, making all 
needed applications and doing any spe-
cialty maintenance to these plots. 

The Little Course at Aspen Grove is a 
nine-hole short course, where 56 different 
varieties of grasses are being studied in 
real-life playing conditions. Under the su-

pervision of Joseph Kennedy, the superin-
tendent at the Legends Club of Tennessee 
and the Little Course, college interns spend 
a summer working at the Little Course. 

Michael Schuhmann, then a sophomore 
studying agronomy at Mississippi State 
University, worked the summer of 1997. 
After returning to MSU for classes, this 
past summer Schuhmann interned at 
Augusta National Golf Club. 

You 're not helping out the golf 
community if your new grass 

doesn't help lower the pesticide 
output.' 

— Skip Lynch, SRO 

Bentgrass trials 
Continued from page 18 

Hurley said the greatest impact on re-
duced fungicide use may occur on new or 
totally renovated fairways seeded to the 
most disease-resistant creeping bentgrass 
varieties. Interseedings of improved vari-
eties into existing stands of turf will not 
modify the existing population of plants 
significantly over a short period of time, 
but may take repeated interseedings over 
five years to significantly shift the plant 
population, he added. 

"The exception," he said, "would be 
use of a 'total kill' herbicide, or a growth 
regulator prior to seeding a more resis-
tant variety." 

• • • 

Bentgrass breeders are expectant about 
future bentgrasses, and even those al-
ready in the pipeline. 

In fact, Seed Research of Oregon's SR-
1119 is "bullet-proof," according to Lynch. 

A product of the original Providence 
breeding program at the University of 
Rhode Island, it is quick to establish 
("Green Hills Country Club in the San 
Francisco area was seeded the first week 
in June and opened for play the first week in 
August."), was bred to resist dollar spot 
and brown patch ("Frankly, I don't think 
[URI Prof.] Bridgett Ruemmele has ever 
had a disease in her 1119 plots.") and has 
taken the performance of Providence and 
moved it into the Carolinas and Tennessee. 

Tee-2-Green, meanwhile, hopes to "cap-
ture the ability of Penncross to keep its 
roots in the heat of the summer" and 
transfer that characteristic to a new culti-
var, Rose said. 

"Biotech is close and that will be a big 
change," he added. "It's a new frontier 
we're involved in." 

Conservatively, Rose predicted super-
intendents would have to wait five years 
before the fruits of this work reach the 
marketplace. 

At Lofts, the ongoing breeding pro-
gram has new materials in the mix. "It's 
always difficult to tell what your new 
material will do," said Hurley. "Will we go 
further south? Of course you try to breed 
for heat tolerance. But remember, these 
are still cool-season grasses. Physiologi-
cally, they're C3 grasses. The warm-sea-
sons are Bermudagrass and zoysia, which 
are C4. The internal makeup is different. A 
cow is a cow and a sheep is a sheep. You can 
breed for greater heat tolerance, but there 
are limitations as to how far you can take it." 

Meanwhile, Lynch said, "You're not 
helping out the golf community if your 
new grass doesn't help lower the pesti-
cide output." 

"The hot ticket," he added, "is if some-
one can work out how to put endophyte into 
bentgrass. Some are trying to infuse endo-
phyte with a gene gun. Some are inserting 
it into plants, but that is short-lived. 

"We favor good old-fashioned cross-
breeding. That would be the most stable 
way to do it." 

No. 4 green, Prairie Dunes Country Club, Hutchinson, Kansas, P. Stan George, C.G.C.S, 

There are plenty of products 
that provide preemergent 

control of crabgrass, goose-
grass , and other unwanted 
grass weeds. But if your prob-
lem is Poa annua on putting 
greens, your choice is limited. 

Proven weed control and a 
high level of turfgrass toler-
ance have made Bensumec 
4LF the most widely trusted 
p r e e m e r g e n t herb ic ide for 
greens and other highly main-
tained turf areas. It is also 
compatible for tank-
mixing with many 
other turf products. 

And compared to 
some of the newer 
Poa control programs, 
Bensumec 4LF is very 
economical. 

Consider these advantages: 
• prevents Poa annua, crabgrass, 

goosegrass and other unsightly grasses 
and broadleaf weeds 

• economical compared to other Poa 
control programs 

• season long staying power 
• high turfgrass tolerance 
• most efficacious in soil with low organic 

content — perfect for sand based greens 
» may be applied during the dormant 

season or growth period 
• can be tank mixed with most turf care 

products including liquid fertilizer 

Excellent control of 
Poa annua plus crabgrass 
and other weeds. 

"We've used Bensumec 
4LF for four years 
making split applica-
tions in the spring, and 
sometimes a fall appli-
cation, too. I am more 
comfortable with this 
preemerge than with 
PGRs for our greens 
and tees. And we've had 

Stuart Cagle, excellent contro1 of Poa 

C.G.C.S. a s w e H a s c r a b g r a s s 
Old Oakland and other weeds." 
Golf Course 

Indianapolis, IN 

PRE-SAN® Granulars, 
available in 7% and 
12.5% formulations, 
also provide the consis-
tent performance and 
margin of turfgrass 
safety. Both Bensumec™ 
and Pre~San® contain 

FREE 

Always read and follow 
instructions on the product 
container. 

Circle the readership card or 
write for our new Bensumec/ 
Pre-San Application Guide. 
This colorful 24-page booklet 
contains information on 
when, where and how to 
apply. Also contains complete 
specimen labels and material safety 
data sheets. 

p b i / G Q R d o n 

Bensumec 
PREEMERGENT GRASS & WEED HERBICIDE 
©PBI/Gordon Corporation 1998 

c o n p o R a t i o n 
An Employee-Owned Company 

1-800-821-7925 
www.pbigordon.com 

BENSUMEC™ is a trademark of PBI/Gordon Corporation. 
PRE-SAN® is a registered trademark of 
PBI/Gordon Corporation. 
BETASAN® is a registered trademark of Gowan Company. 

007/1098 

CIRCLE #117 

http://www.pbigordon.com



