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Rain Bird snags 
AGC exclusive 
B y M. L E V A N S 

AZUSA, Calif. — The 
directors of maintenance 
at American Golf Corp. 
(AGC) have changed its 
irrigation supplier with the 
recent signing of an exclu-
sive three-year agreement 
with Rain Bird. 

AGC estimates that it 
will use Rain Bird Prod-
ucts — from replacement 
sprinkler heads to the new 
Cirrus central control irri-
gation system — in 20 new 
course irrigation system 
installations this year. The 
arrangement could even-

CCA banks 
on PGA ETC 
F r o m w i r e s e r v i c e s 

DALLAS — The In-
ternational Group of 
ClubCorp has ac-
quired a 23-percent 
interest in PGA Euro-
pean Tour Courses 
PLC (PGA ETC) from 
Thompson Invest-
ments, Ltd. The trans-
action is valued at 
more than $10 million. 

PGA ETC is a com-
pany that owns and 
invests in flagship, 
tournament golf ven-
ues in Europe. It is 
listed on the London 
Stock Exchange and 
trades under the sym-
bol (PGA). ClubCorp 
will also have two seats 
on the board of direc-
tors of the company. 

Thomspon Invest-
Continued on page 70 

tually trickle down to all 
260 AGC courses. 

According to AGC, it will 
continue a service contract 
with Toro, AGC's previous 
irrigation supplier, to 
maintain the existing 
equipment. 

"There are perceptions 
that we go after the low 
bidder," said John Meyer, 
director of fleet manage-
ment and national ac-
counts at AGC. "That is not 
the case. We have 8 direc-
tors of maintenance. I look 
at them as the committee 
and say, 'Irrigation is com-
ing up, who should get a 
proposal.' The only two 
names that come up are Rain 
Bird and Toro. Quality ver-
sus quality, you can't get 
any better in this industry." 

Rain Bird won the tight 
battle, said AGC, with its 
commitment to extensive 
after-market service. Rain 

Continued on page 63 

The Indian River Club: an environmental winner 

Audubon cracks down 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

SELKIRK, N.Y. — Probation. Excommunica-
tion. These terms that embody enmity are now 
part of the lexicon at Audubon International (AI), 
long a bastion of teamwork and cooperation. 

While the majority of the 66 golf courses in the 
4-year-old Audubon Signature Program are com-
mitted to it and swear by its effectiveness, others 
have fallen off the bandwagon, or perhaps were 
never aboard, according to AI President Ron 
Dodson. 

Lamenting the fact that he had to, first, "place 
on probation," then "excommunicate" one of the 
eight fully certified Audubon Signature facilities, 
Dodson said: "Our strongest program is only as 
strong as our weakest one, and we can't allow 
people to make our name look weak. We already 

Continued on page 34 

N E W S P A P E R 

Certainly not your average backyard. The 2nd 'at Rich Harvest. 

B y M A R K L E S L I E 

SUGAR GROVE, 111. 
— Disappointed in Au-
gusta National's famous 
par-312th hole at Amen 
Corner, Jerry Rich came 
home to his 2,000-acre 
estate and built what he 

appointed in Augusta's 200-
yard-long Magnolia Lane, 
he built a Magnolia Lane of 
his own. It meanders across 
two miles. 

This is Rich Harvest 
Links. This is Jerry Rich's 
dream — a dream that 

calls a better one. Dis- grew from the idea of a 

SEE FEATURE ON 
ESTATE COURSES, 
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modest couple of prac-
tice holes to a stunning 
facility that will open 
18 championship-

Continued on page 40 


