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Witteveen & Bavìer's book simply 'magic' 
B y T E R R Y B U C H E N 

Legendary golf business gu-
rus Gordon C. Witteveen, golf 
course superintendent at the 
Board of Trade Country Club in 
Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada, 
and Michael R. Bavier of 
Inverness (111.) Golf Club, have 
been friends for 25 years. They 
have been literally globetrotting 

over the last four years teaching 
and instructing a crash course 
on golf course maintenance & 
agronomy appropriately called 
"The Magic of Greenkeeping." 

"Our goal, right from the start, 
was to teach other greenkeepers 
the practical side of golf course 
main tenance /management , 
sharing our experiences with our 

audience and interacting to get 
other practical ideas to share 
with everyone in attendance," 
said Bavier. "We teach four to 
five seminars a year worldwide, 
during the off-season, by shar-
ing our ideas as we are two very 
experienced superintendents. 
The interaction with the younger 
seminar participants keeps new 

ideas flowing in our teachings 
along with proven ideas that we 
have used. We love interacting 
with people from all over the world 
and have had good reactions from 
our seminar participants. 

"We took the seminars one 
step further by writing this book 
to share all of the practical, com-
mon sense ideas, in a not too 
technical way, so course officials 
or golf course maintenance su-
pervisors/employees could 

learn from our experiences," 
Witteveen said. "I wrote about 
90 percent of the book, after con-
ferring with Michael, who also 
implemented and administered 
the book during its development. 
We are teaching what we think 
is the right way to perform golf 
course management in our book 
and while some people might not 
agree with all of its content it still 
makes for interesting reading." 

The book has some great pic-
tures that really help tell the 
maintenance story in each of the 
chapter titles, which include: 
Cutting Greens, Tees, Fairways; 
The Rough; Bunker Mainte-
nance; Water; Fertilizer; 
Topdressing; Aerating; Spraying; 
Flagsticks &Tee Markers; Drain-
age; Seeding & Sodding; Traffic 
& Paths; Golf Rules & Mainte-
nance; Trees; Landscaping; Man-
aging People; The Tools; The Turf 
Care Center and most interest-
ingly The Deadly Sins & The Su-
per Supers! 

Reading of The Deadly Sins 
chapter provides some insight 
into the superintendent's profes-
sion in the past and for the future 
as well. The Super Supers chap-
ter gives a few examples of the 
best of the best. 

While I was reading this book 
— which is easy reading, in a not 
too technical fashion—it seemed 
to flow nicely, from Witteveen's 
writing style from his many years 
of producing numerous magazine 
articles, making it fun to read in 
the linguistics of a golf course 
superintendent. Green committee 
chairpersons, assistant superin-
tendents, maintenance employees 
& turfgrass college students will 
get a lot out of this book as this 
type of practical, common-sense 
information is not available in 
many other technical books cur-
rently available. 

Reading this book is like be-
ing in a classroom with these 
two acknowledged superinten-
dents, who will share many of 
their experiences with their con-
stituents in a friendly and some-
times humorous manner. Of par-
ticular interest is when the book 
gets into a story telling mode, 
which makes the reader feel like 
he or she is talking with the au-
thors. The authors' golf course 
management practices, at their 
respective clubs, are proven win-
ners and their use of time hon-
ored maintenance traditions, 
while still using modern accepted 
practices, is well worth reading. 

On a personal note, it is very 
gratifying to witness golf course 
superintendents writing books 
from the practical, experienced 
point of view, which is a great 
way to learn from "the school of 
hard knocks," while leaving a 
lasting legacy for future turfgrass 
managers to enjoy. Stanley 
Metsker, CGCS, started the 
modern trend of superintendents 
preserving their legacy in 1997, 
which I hope will continue. 

The Confidential Guide to Golf Courses 
By Tom Doak 

Written in the inimitable style of Golf Magazine's golf 
course design editor, this book describes, uncovers and 
rates more than 1,000 courses worldwide that the author 
has visited and photographed. 
$45.00, 400 pages, hardcover. 

IPM Handbook for Golf Courses 
By Drs. Gail L. Schumann, Patricia J. Vittum, 
Monica L. Elliott, Patricia P. Cobb 

Designed for both novice and experienced superinten-
dents, this field manual will help you understand and imple-
ment successful integrated pest-management techniques. 
Each chapter begins with a solid introduction, fol lowed 
by step-by-step lists to aid in the field application of IPM 
principles to real-world situations. More than 150 photo-
graphs — 32 in color — a long wi th informative tables 
and drawings illustrate the key points. Actual examples 
and success stories are presented by superintendents from 
across the United States to help you plan or improve your 
Integrated Pest Management program. Chapters cover Site 
Assessment, Scouting and Monitoring, Developing Tech-
nologies for Pest Management, Getting Started and Re-
gional IPM Portraits as well as cultural, biological and 
chemical control strategies, and managing insects, dis-
eases, nematodes and weeds. 
$54.95, 300 pages, hardcover. 

Guide to Golf Course Irrigation System 
Design and Drainage 
By Edward Pira 

As a working reference or as a textbook, the Guide to 
Golf Course Irrigation System Design and Drainage cov-

ers every important as-
pect of the subject in an 
easy-to-understand for-
mat. It is perfect for the 
p rac t i c ing tu r fg rass 
manager, superinten-
dent, consultant, sales 
representative, and stu-
dent. Used in numerous 
academic courses for 
years, this is the first 
commercially-available 
version of a perennial 
best-seller, and is com-
pletely revised with new 
exercises, practical ex-
ampies, numerous new 
figures, and expanded 

sections covering a wide variety of irrigation system com-
ponents. A hands-on manual, it guides the reader through 
every phase of an irrigation program. Turfgrass manag-
ers and golf course superintendents will refer to this handy 
book often to plan effective irrigation systems, ensure ap-
propriate capacity, easy installation, and practical op-
eration and maintenance. 
$69.95, 400 pages, hardcover. 
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The Course Beautiful 
By A.W. Tillinghast 

This is a fascinating collection of original articles and 
photographs on golf course design by one of the masters. 
A prolific writer, Tillinghast delves into his philosophies on 
golf course design and maintenance, and his thoughts on 
what makes a championship course. It is loaded with vin-
tage photographs and original Tillie sketches of such of 
his creations as San Francisco, Winged Foot and Baltusrol 
golf clubs. 
$34.95, 120 pages, hardcover. 

Color Atlas of Turfgrass Diseases on Golf Courses 
By Dr. Toshikazu Tani, Contributing Author, Dr. James B. Beard 

The Color Atlas of Turfgrass Diseases on Golf Courses pre-
sents more than 540 high-quality color photographs of all 
the major turfgrass diseases that occur on both warm-and 
cool-season grasses. It is international in scope. This book 

will likely become the stan-
dard color-guide to dis-
ease diagnosis and patho-
gen identification for golf 
course superintendents 
and turfgrass practitioners. 
No other book contains as 
many color photographs of 
this detai l and quality. 
Helpful maps are included 
to assist in disease identi-
fication by providing geo-
graphical locations where 
each disease/pathogen is 
likely to occur. A unique 
feature of this easy-to-use 
f ield guide is that it also 
provides color photos of 

step-by-step guidance on diagnostic techniques for labora-
tory analysis which can be used by practitioners. 
$79.95, Approx. 250 pages, hardcover. 

A Wee Nip at the 19th Hole 
By Richard Mackenzie, caddie mgr., St. Andrews, Old Course 

The 19th Hole. It's where most of the caddies go after they 
have entertained, guided and led a golfer around the Old 
Course. It is also where they get their next round of stories, 
passed down from generation to generation. This charming 
and entertaining book will do the same as your caddie: guide 
you, entertain you and pass the stories down to you that 
surround the world's most famous golf course. All of the old 
stories and wonderful anecdotes are revealed as if you are 
in the pub yourself. Caddies have always had a certain mys-
tique in golf's lore and it shines brightly in this book. 
$18.95, 144 pages, case. 

Destructive Turfgrass Insects: Biology, 
Diagnosis and Control 
By Dr. Daniel A. Potter, University of Kentucky 

Written in clear, everyday language, Destructive Turfgrass 
Insects covers the biology, diagnosis and control of virtually 
all of the insects and mites that attack warm- and cool-sea-
son turfgrasses. No other sources provides as many practi-
cal and comprehensive management guidelines for use on 
golf courses, lawns and sports fields. Learn how to use insec-
ticides effectively, while safeguarding human and environ-
mental health. Examine the strengths and limitations of bio-
logical and chemical control techniques and the use of new 
biorational products. Dozens of sampling and diagnostic tech-
niques are also discussed. This book has the answers on how 
to control white grubs, mole crickets, fire ants, ticks, other 
turfgrass-damaging pests such as moles and more. It fea-
tures 235 high-quality color photographs and more than 200 
illustrations. $ 6 5 . 0 0 , 4 0 0 p a g e s , h a r d c o v e r 

M a s t e r o f t h e L i n k s Edited by Geoff Shackelford 
Golf enthusiasts will love exploring the inner thoughts of 

golf 's greatest architects. The "why" and " h o w " of course 
layout is analyzed so that each t ime a golfer plays a course, 
they can appreciate the design and strategy meant to chal-
lenge and charm. This unique and insightful material includes 
the old masters f rom Alister Mackenzie, A.W. Tillinghast and 
Bobby Jones to more modern architects like Pete Dye, Ben 
Crenshaw and Tom Doak. A classic work covering philoso-
phy of the true Masters of the Links. 
$24.95, 256 pages, hardcover. 

Human Resource Management for 
Golf Course Superintendents 
By Robert Milligan and Tom Moloney 

This practical guide provides basic management prin-
ciples and techniques which view people as the most im-
portant asset in golf course management. Five basic man-
agement functions are detailed throughout the book, us-
ing everyday situations to illustrate the key points. 

Designed to serve as a quick reference, or as a self-
teaching guide, Human Resource Management for Golf 
Course Superintendents features numerous techniques and 
practical examples. 

Every aspect of management is covered. Learn how to 
improve your planning abilities, build leadership and com-
munication skills, maximize employee performance, se-
lect and train new employees, avoid the mistakes that 
cause low morale and poor performance, and conduct 
employee performance evaluations. 

Use of the methods and principles presented in this book 
will ensure the effective management and operation of 
any go If facility. 
$34.95, 150 pages, hardcover. 

Turfgrass Management Information 
Directory: 2nd edition 
By Dr. Keith Karnok 

A mandatory reference for all turfgrass instructors and 
practitioners, this second edition is completely revised, 
with six entirely new sections. Subjects include academic 
and certification programs; university and green industry 
contacts (complete with mailing addresses and telephone 
numbers); common turfgrass chemicals; scientific names; 
a glossary of turfgrass terms; conversion tables; instruc-
tional information, such as slide sets, videos and software; 
and lists of books on weeds, insects, irrigation, diseases 
and pesticides. A listing of diagnostic laboratories and 
soil-testing facilities is also provided. 
$34.95, 180 pages, softcover. 

The Mathematics Manual of Turfgrass 
Maintenance: 2nd Edition 
By Drs. Michael L. Agnew of Novartis and Nick E. 
Christians, Iowa State University 

This book offers examples 

The 
Mathematics of Turfgrass Maintenance 

of the mathematical prob-
lems that golf course super-
intendents face and practical 
methods of solving them. 
Each chapter contains addi-
tional practice problems you 
can use to test your under-
standing of the material. The 
appendix includes answers 
to the practice problems and 
detailed descriptions of how 
to solve them. 
$35.00, 146 pages 
hardcover. 

The Captain — George C. Thomas Jr. and His 
Golf Architecture 
By Geoff Shackelford 

The creator of Riviera and Los Angeles country clubs 
and author of the classic book, "Golf Course Architecture 
in America, Its Strategy and Construction," George Tho-
mas has deeply affected the golf industry even since his 
death in 1932. Shackelford reveals the man behind the 
work. 
$35.00, 207 pages, hardcover, 
limited edition of 1,200 copies. 
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