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Poa annua control
finally within sight

By MARK LESLIE

SAN DIEGO — A control for annual
bluegrass, or poa annua, has been the
desire of the golf course industry for at
least half a century. Now it appears
one has arrived, and the bonus is that
it is a natural bacteria.

“If this works as well as it appears,
it's huge [for the industry]. I'm ex-
cited,” said Dr. Joe Vargas of Michi-
gan State University about the bac-
teria Xanthomonas campestris.
“When I gotinto this businessin the
1950s we were talking about how to
get rid of poa annua. Here we are,
40 years later, talking about how to
get rid of poa. And the market is
almost nationwide.”

Acutely selective, Xanthomonas
campestris kills only poa annua, not

Continued on page 30

Purdue embarks
on 5-year course
research project

By MARK LESLIE

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — With
the help of course architect Pete Dye,
multiple donors and a group of stu-
dents who built it, Purdue

The Shark and
Hurdzan keynote
Public Golf Forum

By MICHAEL LEVANS

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. —The Shark’s
clipped fin may keep him off the PGA
Tour but it’s certainly not slowing him
down.

Greg Norman, golf’s premier interna-
tional spokesman and all-time money
winner, will kick off day two of this
year’s Public Golf Forum, the Golf Course
News-sponsored business conference
and expo for superintendents, owners,
managers and developers of public ac-
cess golf facilities on October 26 & 27 at
Rancho Las Palmas Marriott Resort in
Palm Springs, California.

Continued on page 70
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(Top) Greg Norman, golf's
all-time leading money win-
ner, lofts one out of the sand.
(Left) The king of the envi-
ronmentally-sound public golf
design, Michael Hurdzan, on
site at Desert Willow.

Greece: Will 30 courses in 3

years be possible?

By TREVOR LEDGER

ATHENS, Greece — The Greek
Government has made a startling
commitment to golf course develop-
ment with its stated intention of hav-
ing 30 new golf courses built in its
beautiful country over the nextthree
years.

As the rest of Europe (on the
whole) leaped into the golf course
stratosphere—43.9 percentincrease
in courses since 1990 — Greece has

bucked the trend by
actually losing one of
its five courses and
leaving the country
with only four.

This looks all set to change.

The Hellenic Tourism Office
(EOT) hosted a meeting at
Wentworth last July for golf course
architects, holiday companies and
tourism specialists in order to out-

Continued on page 42

University on June 27 will
open a golf course that will
produce a major five-year
study on the effects of golf
maintenance on ground
and surface water.
Pointing out that envi-
ronmentalists criticize past
corporate-funded studies
as biased, Dye said: “What
Purdue produces should be
the most unbiased report,
simply because there is no
reason to be biased. Good
or bad, no one can argue

Continued on page 32
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American Golf Corp.’s Sierra Nevada Golf Club in Genoa, Nev., to open this month. See page 3.




