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Poa annua control 
finally within sight 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

SAN DIEGO — A control for annual 
bluegrass, or poa annua, has been the 
desire of the golf course industry for at 
least half a century. Now it appears 
one has arrived, and the bonus is that 
it is a natural bacteria. 

"If this works as well as it appears, 
it's huge [for the industry]. I'm ex-
cited," said Dr. Joe Vargas of Michi-
gan State University about the bac-
teria Xanthomonas campestris. 
"When I got into this business in the 
1950s we were talking about how to 
get rid of poa annua. Here we are, 
40 years later, talking about how to 
get rid of poa. And the market is 
almost nationwide." 

Acutely selective, Xanthomonas 
campestris kills only poa annua, not 

Continued on page 30 

Purdue embarks 
on 5-year course 
research project 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — With 
the help of course architect Pete Dye, 
multiple donors and a group of stu-
dents who built it, Purdue 
University on June 27 will 
open a golf course that will 
produce a major five-year 
study on the effects of golf 
maintenance on ground 
and surface water. 

Pointing out that envi-
ronmentalists criticize past 
corporate-funded studies 
as biased, Dye said: "What 
Purdue produces should be 
the most unbiased report, 
simply because there is no 
reason to be biased. Good 
or bad, no one can argue 

Continued on page 32 

The Shark and 
Hurdzan keynote 
Public Golf Forum 
B y M I C H A E L L E V A N S 

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. —The Shark's 
clipped fin may keep him off the PGA 
Tour but it's certainly not slowing him 
down. 

Greg Norman, golfs premier interna-
tional spokesman and all-time money 
winner, will kick off day two of this 
year's Public Golf Forum, the Golf Course 
News-sponsored business conference 
and expo for superintendents, owners, 
managers and developers of public ac-
cess golf facilities on October 26 & 27 at 
Rancho Las Palmas Marriott Resort in 
Palm Springs, California. 

Continued on page 70 

PUBLIC GOLF FORUM 
(Top) Greg Norman, golfs 
all-time leading money win-
ner, lofts one out of the sand. 
(Left) The king of the envi-
ronmentally-sound public golf 
design, Michael Hurdzan, on 
site at Desert Willow. 

Greece: Will 30 courses in 3 
years be possible? 
B y T R E V O R L E D G E R 

ATHENS, Greece — The Greek 
Government has made a startling 
commitment to golf course develop-
ment with its stated intention of hav-
ing 30 new golf courses built in its 
beautiful country over the next three 
years. 

As the rest of Europe (on the 
whole) leaped into the golf course 
stratosphere—43.9 percent increase 
in courses since 1990 — Greece has 

bucked the trend by 
actually losing one of 
its five courses and 
leaving the country 
with only four. 

This looks all set to change. 
The Hellenic Tourism Office 

(EOT) hosted a meeting at 
Wentworth last July for golf course 
architects, holiday companies and 
tourism specialists in order to out-

Continued on page 42 

N E W S P A P E R 
American Golf Corp. 's Sierra Nevada Golf Club in Genoa, Nev., to open this month. Seepage 3. 



Golf Course Marketplace To reserve space in this section, call 
Jean Andrews, 207-846-0600 

CIRCLE #179 

1 MAXON SP100 
4 CHANNELS, PL, SCAN 

199 |75 VHF 
UHF $20975 

Call Nationwide Toil-Free 
1-800-527-1670 

BEARCOM 
11545 Pagemill Rd. Dallas, TX 75243 • 214-340-8876 Fax:214-349-8950 

CIRCLE #158 

I HOVER MOWERS 
16 INCH MOWER 

• 2 HP Robin or 
Tecumseh Engine 

• 20 lbs. 

19 INCH MOWER 

• 5 HP Tecumseh 
Engine 

• 4 cycle w/positive 
pressure pump 

• 32 lbs. 

87 BELL ST., 
PORTLAND, ME 04103 

FAX: 207-878-9109 
CIRCLE #166 

E X C E L 
BRIDGE MANUFACTURING CO. 

Specializing in golf 

course/ p a r k / bike 

trail bridges and using a 

variety of materials to 

suit your part icular 

landscape needs, we 

fabricate easy-to-install, 

pre-engineered spans 

and deliver them any-

where in North America. 

The Macho Combo: Combines the beauty of wood and the strength 
of maintenance free self-weathering steel. Bridge designed by Golf 
Dimensions. 

800-548-0054 
(outside California) 

12001 Shoemaker Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Tel: 562-944-0701 Fax: 562-944-4025 

PRECISION 
^ r 

Your Golf Course Supermarket 

^ Safety 
| Equipment 

T i r e s 

Bedknife 
| Grinders 

Engines 

M R G f l 
I Products 

^ Flymo 

M Golf Car 
I Parts 

^ Thimmers 

R S J = J 
Products 

800-345-1960 
L-J 

2510 NW 16th Lane I Pompano Beh, FL 33064 / TEL (954) 974-1960 I FAX (954) 973-8032 
CIRCLE #174 

TURN ON THE PRESSURE 
You have THE BULLET = 
This tile cleaning nozzle flushes 
the sand and dirt from drain lines 
— there are five flushing nozzles 
and one lead (cutting) nozzle. 
NOW LET THE WATER FLOW! 

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 
INNOVATIVE M A I N T E N A N C E P R O D U C T S 

From 
Jooster of tießnk 

P.O. Box 1865, Lombard, II 60148-1865 
630-627-1100 • Fax 630-627-1104 

CIRCLE #172 

Repel Geese and Ducks 
GOOSFC/zASE Grass! Eliminate mess and 

property damage! 
Safe, biodegradable taste-
aversion agent. Renders 
food sources unpalatable 
and inedible so geese 
leave. Easy to use - just 
spray onto grass. 
1 gallon (per acre) $95 

THE BIRD CONTROL "X-PERTS" 

BIRD-K)»)»4 
300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. GCN 
CHICAGO IL 60607 
3I2-BAN-BIRD 312-226-2480 FAX 

Norman/Hurdzan 
Continued from p a g e 1 

"It's great to see a publication focusing 
on public golf, and I'm excited to be a part 
of this year's Forum," said Norman, presi-
dent of Jupiter, Fla.-based Greg Norman 
Golf Course Design. 

With more than 30 course designs in 
play around the world, Norman's design 
unit provides comprehensive planning 
and construction capabilities. To comple-
ment design, The Shark started Greg 
Norman Turf to offer specialty warm-
weather grasses to help maximize the 
course environment and mold each de-
sign around the site's intrinsic features. 

The Shark will soon see two of his pub-
lic-access designs open, including Wente 
Brothers Golf Club in Livermore, Calif., 
and Elks Run Golf Club in Batavia, Ohio. 

On the playing side, Norman's resume 
is more than impressive: PGA Tour all-
time money winner; 83 career victories 
through May '98; two-time British Open 
winner; three-time Yardon Trophy win-
ner; held the #1 world ranking for a record 
331 weeks. Even with the bad shoulder 
his current world ranking is #4. 

Part two of this year's dynamic double 
bill is the guru of environmentally sensitive 
public golf design, Dr. Michael Hurdzan, 
president of Columbus, Ohio-based 
Hurdzan-Fry Golf Course Design Inc. 

Hurdzan is slated to kick off day one of 
this year's Forum. 

Hurdzan's environmentally sound 
projects are gaining worldwide recogni-
tion. Golf World Magazine's 1997 Archi-
tect of the Year, Hurdzan's most recent 
accolade includes Golf Digest's Environ-
mental Leaders in Golf Award for his 
work at Widow's Walk Golf Course in 
Scituate, Mass., America's first environ-
mental demonstration golf course. 

Hurdzan will soon join the staff of 
Harvard University's Graduate School of 
Design to teach of two-day course on the 
environmental impact of golf. 

Norman will kick off day two of this 
year's Forum by aiming his keynote ad-
dress at the importance of the correct 
public design and the continued develop-
ment of the public-access game. 

For more information, contact 207-846-
0600. 
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