Killington Golf Club
joins Audubon

KILLINGTON, Vt. —
Killington Golf Course has
joined the Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary System (ACSS), a na-
tional program designed to help
landowners preserve and en-
hance the environmental qual-
ity of their property.

“It's a great program to make

people aware of the environ-
ment on the golf course,” said
superintendent Chris Voutas.
“We're putting out bluebird
and bat boxes and encourag-
ing wildflower growth. We'll
also cut down on water and
pesticide usage.”

The ACSS provides an ad-
visory service to help golf
courses develop effecti
servation and wildlife
hancement programs.
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Unreasonable expections of golfers
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for humans and animals alike.
How about greens cut so short
for speed that the grass itself is
nearly killed, and that if they
actually lose a green, they lose
their job. These are only a few of
the dilemmas faced by superin-
tendents every day — only a
small balancing act.
We all need to face the fact

that the game of golf is designed
and managed for golfers. They
are the revenue and they want
what they paid for. But the trends
are changing.

Federal, state and local govern-
ment agencies are increasingly
regulating and permitting the con-
struction of new courses, as well
as making major impacts on the
way existing courses are man-
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aged. All golfers need to under-
stand this. If they care about the
game, particularly its future, they
need to be much more reasonable
in their expectations and much
more supportive of superinten-
dents who are trying very hard to
deal with the conflicts arising from
all those who have a stake in the
game — golfers, governmental
agencies, turfgrass, habitat, wild-
life, and the environment at large.

On the other hand, people
have told me that organizations
such as Al, the Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association of
America and the U.S. Golf Asso-
ciation are not doing enough to
promote superintendents as pro-
fessional land managers. I can
only speak on behalf of Audubon
International in this regard.

Al is a not-for-profit environ-
mental organization with a mis-
sion to improve the quality of life
and the environment through re-
search, education and conserva-
tion assistance. That’s our job; it's
what we do. We've always main-
tained that we'll work with anyone
if it advances our mission to im-
prove the environment.

What we're not in the business
of doing is promoting anyor
job, including that of golf course
superintendent. We do, however,
publicly recognize anyone who
demonstrates a commitment to
protecting and enhancing the en-
vironment through their jobs. We
recognize school teachers, farm-
ers, corporate executives,
homeowners and, of course, golf
course superintendents.

As a matter of fact, Audubon
International’s highest environ-
mental achievement award, The
John James Audubon Environ-
mental Steward Award, has only
been given twice, and both times
to golf course superintendents —
Tim Hiers of Collier's Reserve and
Peter Salinetti of Schuyler
Meadow Club — not because of
their job, but because as they per-
form that job, they have demon-
strated their commitmentto funda-
mental environmental principles.

At Al our job is to provide the
information, framework and op-
portunities to help people rise to
the highestlevels of environmen-
tal accomplishment. Although it
is not our job to recognize golf
course superintendents as a
group, we can and will recognize
superintendents who take up the
mantel of managing their courses
with the environment in mind.

This is, in fact, the challenge
that we all must face in life. No
one can do it for us. Audubon
International will continue to
publicly recognize those in the
golf course industry who dem-
onstrate environmental dedica-
tion in the construction and
management of golf courses and
we will continue to recognize su-
perintendents who rise to the top
of the profession in this regard.

We hope golfers, and others
in the industry, will do the same.

January 1998 27





