Kerins eco-friendly
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O’Shanter or elsewhere.

With his wife Paula (“my right-hand
person”) at his side, Kerins has involved
two students in Pennsylvania State
University’s Master Gardener Program,
Boy Scouts and schoolchildren in the golf
course property.

An Eagle Scout himself, Kerins ap-
proached area Scout Troop 16, and en-
listed the Scouts to monitor bird boxes at
Tam O’Shanter. The next year a young
man pursued the monitoring as his Eagle
Scout project and organized the Troop to
build, place and maintain bird boxes.

“He’s done it for a year now,” Kerins
reported. “This year we will have the Scouts
workin hollows, make small brush piles for
animals, and increase wildlife habitat.

“I was in Boy Scouts and other people
gave me opportunities while I was growing
up. I thought I could return the favor, but I
just enjoy helping other people, too.”

Twowomen are doing Master Gardener
projects working on butterfly habitat at
Tam O’Shanter. They are committed to
spend 100 hours apiece at the course this
year, and 50 hours a year afterwards.

And Kerins intends to build a trail for
Scouts, schoolchildren and others who
want to learn more about butterflies and
nature in general.

“One of my main goals is to help oth-
ers, but also to set an example,” Kerins
said. “I give a lot of talks to superinten-
dent groups to promote the Audubon pro-
gram. I'd like them to think a little differ-
ently about their cultural practices and
what they put on their greens.”

Education of the masses is being ac-
complished in another way at Tam
O’'Shanter as well.

At each tee, a sign emblazoned with the
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System
symbol informs golfers about one of the
projects on the course, or the history of the
land, or the facility’s recycling program.

On the 12th hole, the nearby mainte-
nance shop has been well landscaped.
The 1st-tee sign discusses Tam O’Shanter
management’s concern for the environ-
ment. Another talks about the irrigation
system which uses less water but achieves
uniform coverage.

Kerins sees “a definite swing toward more
environmental awareness,” he said. “I also
see a lot of companies coming out with
products that are less toxic.”

Although he didn’t attend college,
Kerins has attained certified golf course
superintendent status. “I have taken
many, many short courses,” he explained.
“And growing up on a golf course, you
naturally learn a lot.”

Trained as an elementary school
teacher, Paula’s forte at Tam O’Shanter is
organization and the business end of the
operation. She is also participating in the
butterfly garden.

Will their three children (Colleen, 9;
Christen, 8; Joseph, 3) follow in the foot-
steps of their parents and grandparents
at Tam O'Shanter?

“They are very involved and out there on
the course every day,” Kerins said. “It [fu-
ture] will be up to the kids. We're grooming
them to, first, get their education, and then
sit back and decide what they want to do.”

Whether they work in golf or not, the
oddsare that they will inherit their father’s
“feel for the environment.”
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Florida GCSA honors Grigg

NORTH NAPLES, Fla. — Gary T.
Grigg, superintendent at Royal Poinci-
ana Golf Club here and president of the
Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America in 1995-96, has been
presented the Florida Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association’s (FGCSA)
Distinguished Service Award for 1997.

Grigg, 56, accepted the award at
Naples’ Bay Colony Club during a gen-
eral meeting of the Everglades Golf
Course Superintendents Association

(EGCSA). In presenting it, Dale Kuehner,
past president of FGCSA, cited Griggs’
“outstanding achievements as a golf
course superintendent” and as “one who
has given his time unselfishly in promot-
ing golf course management.” He praised
Grigg for his efforts encouraging the
unification and further professionalism
of all Florida superintendents.

Grigg is a member of the British and
International Golf Greenkeepers Associa-
tion, and has been certified by that organi-

zation as a Master
Greenkeeper, one of
only 14 greenkeep-
ers in the world to
be accorded such
certification. He is
also a certified golf
course superinten-
dent.

Grigg came to
southwest Florida in 1992 to oversee
construction of Naples National Golf
Club. He joined Royal Poinciana in
1995 to oversee a $7 million upgrade of
the private club’s two 18-hole courses.
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What other mowers dream of hecoming.

Kubota’s advanced E-TVCS diesel
engines are designed to deliver maxi-

Nestled in their sheds at night, ordi-
nary mowers dream of only one thing:
growing up to be a Kubota F-60 Series.

And it’s easy to see why.

The Kubota F-60 Series features
our exclusive Auto Assist 4WD with
It
automatically transfers power to all

Dual-Acting Overrunning clutch.

four wheels when the going gets
tough. Or, you can manually engage
4WD on the go. Either way, it gives you unequalled
traction and maneuverability without tearing up

valuable turf.

The durable, independent hydraulic PTO clutch
lets you engage and disengage PTO driven imple-

ments on the move.

Available with 60"
or 70" side discharge
maower or 60" rear
discharge mower.

KUBOTA

Visiblity and manuverability will
increase your productivity.

dealer today.

A real time-saver in
tight situations.
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mum power with minimum vibration
and noise. Plus, these super-efficient
powerplants go a long way in cutting
fuel costs and emissions.

Available in 22, 25 and 30 horse-
power 4WD models, the Kubota F-60
Series also comes in a 25 horsepower
2WD model.

So if you're looking for a front-end mower that
handles like a dream, see your authorized Kubota

For more information please write to:

IKiybota

Kubota Tractor Corporation
P.O. Box 2992-GCN
Torrance, CA 90509-2992
1-888-4KUBOTA ext. 407

Financing available through
Kubota Credit Corporation
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