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IT'S ALL ABOUT PERMITTING 
Permitting planner Dianna Almini, here with senior 
architect Neal Meagher, puts Graves & Pascuzzo Design 
Co. on the fast track in the approval process. See page 49. 

It's GCSAA Showtime! 
It's time to lace up the comfortable shoes. The GCSAA's 69th 
International Golf Course Conference and Show rolls into 
sunny Anaheim, Calif, February 2-8, with more than 650 
exhibitors and seven days of conference sessions. For more 
details on GCSAA annual awards, conference schedule and 
ways to get the most out your show experience, see pages 43-48. 

Landscapes Un-
limited and its 
president, Bill 
Kubly, have won 
the Golf Course 
Builder of the 
Year Award, 
while President 
Howard Barnes 
and V-PJ. W.Tho-
mas of Quality 
Grassing & Ser-
vices grabbed Best 
Small Builder of 
the Year Award. 
A Small Builder 
Honorable Men-
tion Award goes 
to Turf Drain, 
Inc. and its presi-
dent, Geoffrey 
Cortlett. See 
pages 38-42. 

N E W S P A P E R 

Troon inks first 
international deal 

Continued on page 62 
River Valley Golf Course near Aspen, Colo. — a new Crown Golf property opening in April. 
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By PETER B L A I S a n d w i r e s e r v i c e r e p o r t s 
SCOTTSDALE, Arizona, USA — Troon Golf, a major 

U.S. course development and management firm, has 
expanded into the international market with the addi-
tion of two of Scotland's most famous layouts, the Ailsa 
and Arran courses at Turnberry. 

The Scottsdale, Arizona-based company will manage 
the two courses and hold a minority subordinated own-
ership interest. 

The resort was acquired for approximately $51.5 mil-
lion by Starwood Lodging Corporation, based in Phoe-
nix, Ariz., from Nitto Kogyo Co. Ltd., a golf course 
ownership firm based in Tokyo. Nitto Kogyo had owned 
the 800-acre development since 1987 and invested $35 
million in the property. 

"Today [Dec. 23, 1997], is a momentous day for our 
company," said Troon President Dana Garmany. "Ex-

Continued on page 67 

Philippines puts golf 
development on hold 
By M . L E V A N S courses due to water short-

MANILA, Philippines — 
The Philippine govern-
ment has ordered a halt to 
the building of new golf 

ages caused by the El Nino 
weather pattern. 

The Philippine Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) stopped processing 
land conversion applica-
tions by golf course devel-
opers until the drought 
situation ends, which may 
not be until mid-1998. 

''This is an initiative.. .to 
conserve water in the light 
of the El Nino phenom-
enon and the growing criti-

Continued on page 60 

Course projects upgrade 
disadvantaged communities 

Pounding surf, red rock 
cliffs, majestic mountains, 
virgin forests. 

Rarely do you see smoke 
stacks, turnpikes or hous-
ing projects. But it's the 
courses built with these 
backdrops that often have 
the most positive impact on 
their immediate surround-
ings. A new golf develop-
ment in a less-than-desir-
able part of town can have a 
tremendous influence on 
the local community's over-
all economy. 

A perfect example is the 
Raven Golf Club at South 
Mountain in Phoenix. It 
was built in 1995 at a cost 
of more than $14 million, 
almost all of which was 
spent with local companies 
involved in the develop-
ment project. It also pro-
vides 80 jobs to local resi-
dents with an annual 

By JERRY R O S E 
a n d P E T E R B L A I S 

PHOENIX — What do 
you usually see behind the 
flagstick on the front cover 
of most golf magazines? 



"W 

Golf being put on hold in Philippines 
Continued from page 1 
cism that these projects compete with 
our water supply," said Artemio Adasa, 
undersecretary of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform. 

Adasa said two golf projects — Riviera 
Golf and Country Club in Silang, and Covite 
and Mount Arayat Golf and Country Club 
in Arayat, Pampanga — have been stopped 
and future projects will also be rejected as 

long as the water shortage continues. 
According to reports from Manila, a 

presidential task force monitoring golf 
course projects will form teams to inspect 
the water use of golf courses, particularly 
those without water permits. 

"The good thing is that the govern-
ment is showing a concern for the impli-
cations of adverse environmental factors/' 
said Ron Fream, founder of Santa Rosa, 

if.-based Golfplan, which has several 
jects going in the Philippines. "But the 

short-term solutions don't help anyone." 
Water shortages have been a reoccur-

ring problem for golf course develop-
ments in the Philippines, where a reported 
150 courses are up and running. Since 
this problem continuously plagues the 
region, Fream said that golf course devel-
opments are going to have to work 
smarter, with long-term solutions in mind. 

"Developments need to work with in-

termittent water supplies and design cost-
effective irrigation systems that don't 
water the entire course. You have to con-
serve." said Fream. "Tourism is growing 
and they have to address the problem." 

Fream's current project in Silang for 
Kuok's Shangri-La Hotels was designed 
to take the sewage-treated water from the 
eventual community and reuse it on the 
golf course. The project will have reser-
voirs on site to store 30 days worth of 
irrigation water. 

GREENS AIRE® 24—Developed for greens and other fihe turf 
areas, it pulls 100,000 more cores on 10,000 square feet than the 
competition, making it the ultimate in greens aeration. 

GA™ 30—A combination of variable core spacing, speed 
and precision coring. Aerate greens, tees and fairways up to 
a depth of 3.75 inches. 

TRACAIRE®—Mount the Tracaire on any tractor with a category 
"1" 3-point hitch. Cover a 6-foot aerating width with coring, 
slicing or deep spoon tines. 

RENOVAIRE®—Designed with the "true contour" principle in 
mind, each pair of tine wheels is independently mounted to fol-
low the contour of the land. 

Ryan covers the hole thing 
Make Ryan® aerators a part of your hole maintenance pro-
gram. For small, compact spaces, undulating terrain or 
wide-open spaces, nothing aerates more effectively than 
equipment from Ryan. And when it's time to clean up, go 
with the proven dependability of our Cushman® Core 

Harvester™ and Core Destroyer. Ransomes, Cushman and 
Ryan—the only names you need to know for golf, sports or 
grounds maintenance. For a free brochure 
on aeration or the name of the dealer 
nearest you, call 1^800^228^4444. 

RYAN 
4401 Ransomes America Corporation, 900 North 21st Street, P.O. Box 82409, Lincoln, NE 68501-2409 
© Ransomes America Corporation 1996. All rights reserved. 
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South Africa 
Continued from page 49 
second homes. The Golfplan-
designed course will occupy land 
known as East Head, one of two 
dramatic sandstone bluffs stand-
ing sentry at the mouth of 
Knysna Lagoon, a natural am-
phitheater that features a maze 
of tidal lakes, the resort town of 
Knysna and myriad species of 
wildlife — all framed by the dra-
matically serrated Outeniqua 
Mountains to the north. 

"I've been working in golf 
course design for 32 years, all 
over the globe, and I've never 
seen anything quite like the site 
on East Head," said Fream. "It's 
nearly too good to be true: mild 
climate, 100-foot cliffs, the crash-
ing waves below. The vistas are 
out of this world; the Indian 
Ocean can be quite rough in this 
area, which makes for wonder-
ful animation in the seaside views 
— lots of white water. 

"Even more impressive is the 
natural character of the terrain, 
which is covered in heather and 
features fantastic movement. It 
looks as if there has been an 
army of shapers working here 
for centuries." 

Senior architect David Dale, 
who will head up the project for 
Golfplan, has routed a 6,764-yard 
layout in the Scottish Highland 
tradition. The design will depend 
primarily on the land's consider-
able natural contour, as only 
400,000 cubic meters of dirt will 
be moved. 

'The word 'Sparrebosch'—like 
'tundra' or 'marshland' — is used 
here to describe a specific eco-
logical system unique to the South 
African coast," Fream said. "Since 
the fall of apartheid, the South 
African government has become 
more stringent when it comes to 
environmental concerns. As a re-
sult, the permitting process was 
extremely complex; there was 
much revising and adjusting. We 
worked very hard to reach a 
preservational design solution." 

Sparrebosch PK Develop-
ments Ltd. has targeted the sec-
ond-home/holiday market from 
England to Southeast Asia. Lo-
cated some 500 ki lometers 
southeast of Cape Town, the vil-
lage of Knysna is located in the 
heart of South Africa's fabled 
Garden Route that runs along 
the southern coast from George 
to Plettenberg Bay. 
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