
After a successful 
start, let's continue 
our cooperation 
By CAROL B R O W N E R 

preserving and en-
hancing environ-
mental quality. 

What else would 
one expect from an 
activity whose goal 
is literally, "The 
Green"? 

For that reason, 
it is important for us to remember that 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the golfing community 
share the goal of a beautiful and 
healthy outdoors. 

This message of cooperation and un-
derstanding is one that I conveyed three 
years ago, when I first wrote in Golf 
Course News. Since that time, I am proud 
to say that, working together, we have 
made a great deal of progress on our 
joint mission to build stronger ties, and 
to make them work for the benefit of 
both golfers and the public at large. 

Let me recap some of our proudest 
joint accomplishments: 

• The Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) 
signed on as a full partner to the EPA 
Pesticide Environmental Stewardship 
Program (PESP), while the U.S. Golf 
Association has become a supporting 
partner. GCSAA has developed a pes-
ticide safety training course for mem-
bers under a grant from PESP. 

• With GCSAA's support, EPA has 
launched a program of fast-track reg-
istration of reduced-risk pesticides. 
This program is already paying off for 
all parties by reducing environmental 
risks and product development costs 
for registrants and making new pesti-
cides available for users. 

• Three years ago, EPA joined with 
environmental and golfing organiza-
tions to convene the first-ever Golf 
Environment Summit Conference, 
which was held at Pebble Beach. This 
commitment continued through to the 
following year, when a second confer-
ence was held at Pinehurst. Those 
conferences produced an excellent 

Continued on page 37 

Carol Browner is administrator of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Wildlife Links begins to bear fruit 
By J O H N T O R S I E L L O 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
firstfruits of the 3-year-old 

Wildlife Links program are expected 
this year, according to the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, which has un-
dertaken the program for the United 
States Golf Association (USGA). 

Established to fund research, man-
agement and education projects to pro-
vide information on wildlife manage-
ment issues on and around golf courses, 

Wildlife Links is funding several ongo-
ing studies, including preparation of 
manuals on bird conservation and wet-
lands management for golf courses, both 
of which are due out this year. 

Meanwhile, progress is reported on a 
study on amphibian conservation on golf 
courses; restoration of pollinator habi-
tat on and around golf courses; and a 
managed lands database project. 

"We were funded $100,000 by the 
Continued on page 20 

GOLF & THE ENVIRONMENT 

On being a 
conservator 
By RON D O D S O N 

The word "conservation" has a 
thrifty meaning. To conserve is 

to save and to protect, to leave what we 
ourselves enjoy in such good condi-
tion that others may also share the 
enjoyment. It is an expression of good 
manners to nature and to our fellow 
citizens, including those generations 
that have not yet been born. Why 
shouldn't that politeness extend be-
yond our own parents and offspring to 
our great-great grandchildren? 

Only a little more than 300 years ago, 
the whole North American continent 
had been little altered by human activi-
ties. It was a temperate-zone Garden of 
Eden, the last of the sort that existed on 
earth. In the forested parts of what is 
now the United States, trees not only 
covered the ground, but they also grew 
to their greatest size and then continued 
to live until storms or lightning over-
threw them, or until they died of old age. 
Other areas of the continent were car-
peted with long prairie grasses, which 
served, like the forest and its under-
growth, to bind the soil and thus prevent 
it from being washed away by rainfall 

Continued on page 21 

Turfgrass info 
Latest NTEP study 
findings on site 
By MARK L E S L I E 

BELTSVILLE, Md. — No longer 
will golf course superintendents 
need to wait month on end to see progress 
reports on turfgrass tests from the Na-
tional Turfgrass Evaluation Program 
(NTEP). 

NTEP is on-line, with its own home 
page: www.n tep .org /n tep O R 
h o r t . u n l . e d u / n t e p . 

"It makes sense that we allow people 
easy access to the information we have," 
said NTEP National Director Kevin 
Morris from his office here. "We can post 
updates, corrections, etc. much quicker 
than in print. It is a way to circulate infor-
mation accurately and quickly." 

Continued on page 21 

goes on-line 
Michigan State's 

TIC full of data 
The Turfgrass Information 

Center (TIC) at Michigan State 
University has announced the 

global debut of the Turfgrass Informa-
tion File (TGIF) database online through 
the World Wide Web. The continuing 10 
year project to provide access to turfgrass 
research online is now fully available 
through almost any computer and fea-
tures easy search capability and conve-
nient access. Over 40,000 items are 
searchable using more than 300,000 key-
words. 

For full details about TIC and TGIF, 
Turfgrass Information Center homepage 
on the Web is at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . l i b . m s u . e d u / t g i f . 

Continued on page 21 

Gadgets can make 
jobs more efficient 
By M A R K L E S L I E 

EDWARDS, Colo. — Some of the most 
effective tools for golf course superinten-
dents are found, not at the turf equipment 
supplier's, but at your friendly neighbor-
hood electronics and hardware stores. 

Kevin Ross, the Country Club (CC)of 
the Rockies superintendent who has 
gained a reputation for innovations that 
solve problems on the golf course, told a 
Public Golf Forum audience they can save 
time — and anxiety — with a few pur-
chases from this unlikely source. Among 

The Smart Level at work. 

the items, he numbered: 
• The Smart Tool, which measures 

slope. 
• The Pocket Secretary voice orga-

nizer. 
Continued on page 28 

Taking advantage 
of GIS & GPS 
By K E V I N P. C O R B L E Y 

LAKEWOOD, Colo. — What 
good is a computerized map of a 
golf course, anyway? 

"Ninety-five percent of golf 
course maps are no good at all be-
cause they're paper and they're out 
of date," said Larry Rodgers, presi-
dent of Larry Rodgers Design here. 

Comput- — — — — — — 
erized digi- 2ND OF 3 PARTS 
tal maps, on 
the other hand, are accurate, easy 
to update and gaining wider accep-
tance every day among golf course 
superintendents. 

People are finding new uses for 
them in maintenance, construction 
and daily operations at courses 
around the country. 

Digital maps would have found 
their way into course superinten-

Continued on page 26 

Enjoyment of outdoor experiences 
is one of the primary reasons so many 
Americans place high priority on pro-
tecting the environment. For more 
than 14 million Americans, golf pro-
vides this kind of enjoyment — and a 

solid connection to 

Carol Browner 

http://www.ntep.org/ntep
http://www.lib.msu.edu/tgif


NTEP on the Net 
Continued from page 19 

The mainstay of the web site 
will be current progress reports, 
containing each of the many 
tables on bentgrass, ryegrass, 
bluegrass, fescues, zoysiagrass, 
St. Augustine grass and the other 
turfs being tested around the 
country by NTEP. 

"Also, we wanted a place for 
people to get other information 

about us—our mission and what 
we're doing — and a way to cor-
respond with us easily, to offer 
suggestions and constructive 
criticism, and other items of in-
terest," Morris said. 

NTEP's newsletter will also be 
posted on the site, along with a 
links section to connect readers 
to related web pages. "We're still 
building the links section," 
Morris said. "It includes a direc-
tory of seed companies and the 

MAINTiNANCi 

grasses they sponsor. That has 
developed from the turfgrass 
variety list we have published 
for years. It allows you to pick 
a species and see all the variet-
ies available in it and the com-
panies that sponsor those vari-
eties. 

"We're looking for ideas on 
how we can make it more use-
ful, and hope for input from 
readers. We're considering a 
database." 

TGIF data on-line 
Continued from page 19 

Initially a cooperative project 
of the USGATurfgrass Research 
Program and the Michigan State 
University Libraries, TGIF was 
intended to provide online ac-
cess to all published materials 
reporting on aspects of turfgrass 
and its maintenance. TGIF has 
grown steadily in size and acces-
sibility, beginning with dial-up 
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modem access in 1988 and 
Internet (Telnet) access in 1993. 
TGIF content is based primarily 
on the O.J. Noer Memorial 
Turfgrass Collection at the 
Michigan State University Li-
braries. Online content and ser-
vices will be added steadily to 
the website. 

Some sections will be "pub-
lic," while others, including full 
access to TGIF itself, will be avail-
able to subscribers only. 

Conservators 
Continued from page 19 
and streams to be lost in the 
oceans. The running waters were 
kept under control by this cover 
of vegetation and by the spongy 
humus in the ground, so that 
droughts and floods affected them 
much less than they do today. 
And clear, instead of muddy, wa-
ter furnished the suitable home 
for huge numbers of trout and 
other fresh water animals. 

The extraordinary richness of 
the North American plant life in 
field, woodland, and river valley 
was unequaled in any other tem-
perate part of the world and the 
abundance of animal life 
matched that of the vegetation. 
The accounts of all the earlier 
discoverers and travelers are 
filled with wonder at the rich-
ness of food resources in the 
oceans, the hoards of wild fowl, 
fur-bearers, deer and many other 
kinds of beautiful and useful ani-
mals that flourished everywhere 
in this New World. 

As stewards of our much al-
tered landscape, each of us car-
ries a responsibility. Human be-
ings are part of our living 
environment, and play a consump-
tive role. In order to sustain our-
selves economically and environ-
mentally as the population grows 
and our natural resources dwindle, 
a "conservation ethic" must be 
renewed. Not an "anti-everything 
ethic," but a realization that the 
very systems that we are polluting 
and using up are the systems we 
depend upon for our lives. 

Some people would lead you to 
believe it is impossible to have 
jobs and a clean environment — 
that human actions are inherently 
bad for the environment and that 
all of our actions create a negative 
impact on the environment. But 
that simply allows us to duck the 
responsibility for our own actions. 
We can do our jobs — on the 
course, at home, at schools, and 
in and around office buildings. 

The simplest activities can re-
duce our own environmental im-
pact. All you have to remember 
is the word "conservation" — to 
not be wasteful and to be aware 
of how each of our daily activi-
ties impacts the world around us 
and the people around us. And 
to be aware that what we do in 
our life is more important than 
we sometimes think, not only 
those closest to us, but as a 
legacy to those yet to come. 
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