Springbrook Golf Club in
Leeds, Maine. :
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Asian Market Wrap-Up

Intrepid traveler Andrew Overbeck summarizes the
Asian golf market’s most tumultuous year .............. 7

Golf's High-Profile Investors

Trump, Huizenga and Fireman ready to sink big
bucks into golf development .........ccccceevevrrerierecnnee. 5
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PRESIDENTIAL SWINGER

President Bill Clinton (left) receives some tips from
Maroon Creek Club (MCC) Director of Golf Todd Will-
iams during a presidential visit in August to the exclusive
Aspen, Colo., golf facility. Photo by Dick Durrance II.
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The First Tee
takes a giant
step forward

By MICAHEL LEVANS

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. —
The First Tee, launched in
November in a national pub-
licity wave headlined by
George Bush and Earl Woods,
has managed to pull together
the golf industry’s heaviest
hitters in what is being called
the most significant concerted
initiative to create accessible
golf facilities for minority and
junior golfers.

According to The World
Golf Foundation, The First
Tee’s founding organization,
the initial focus will be on
developing financial support
to acquire locations for the
facilities. To supplement

Continued on page 30

1998: El

By DAVID WILBER

state recorded the lowe
Continued

Ice-laden limbs and entire
trees crashed to theground
on the fairways of

April: California golf
courses take a huge hit

he winter’s intense El Nifio-
driven storms have ham-
mered California golf courses, high-
lighted in early February when a
series of weather-related records
were broken. Several areas of the
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Nino takes its toll

Photo by Dave Wilber

April: Rains, tornadoes

wreak havoc in Florida.
By JOEL JACKSON

lorida’s golf courses escaped
El Nifo’s big wind, but the
rains are causing serious problems.
A winter storm attributed to El
Nifo raced across central Florida in
the early morning of Feb. 22, un-
leashing a cluster of tornadoes that
Continued on page 30
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Textron/Ransomes: The dust
seftles, new structure emerges

Inc.’s takeover of
Ransomes PLC, a clear pic-
ture of the group’s strategy
and structure is emerging.

The new company is

Builders looking to go with flat pipe......c.ccccoceuneuune 17
COURSE MANAGEMENT
Intrawest advances on Southern U.S. .................... 21
Medallist Troon aggressive in Australia .... eors 0
Environmental Golf seeks acquisitions ................. 24
SUPPLIER BUSINESS By TREVOR LEDGER
Deere purchases GPS system ...........cccceveeerrnrcrennes 25 IPSWICH, Suffolk, En-
Single-rider cars gaining market share ................. 25 gland — Now that the dust
Canadian currency woes worry suppliers............. 25 has settled on Textron
NEWSPAPER

called Textron Turf Care
and Specialty Products and
= isheaded up by the former
president of Ransomes,
Peter Wilson. As president
of the new worldwide or-
ganization, Wilson is based
in the company headquar-
ters here in Ipswich. The

Continved on page 26

KollStar plans to double
size by 2000

By PETER BLAIS

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. —
KollStar, a major operator and
developer of golf courses, has
acquired seven courses on the
southwest coast of Florida, giving the Newport
Beach-based firm a dozen courses nationwide.

KollStar purchased six of the courses from Na-
tional Fairways Ltd. The acquisition includes Sun-
rise Golf Club (GC), Rolling Green GC and Sarasota
GC, all in Sarasota; Hibiscus GC in Naples; Port
Charlotte GC; The Tides GC in Seminole; and
Eagle Ridge GC in Fort Myers. Each is an 18-hole,

Continued on page 24
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Environmental Golf dives into course ownership

By PETER BLAIS

GOLETA, Calif. — Last
winter’s opening of Glen Annie
Golf Club here marks a new di-
rection for Environmental Golf:
course ownership.

The Calabassas, Calif.-based
firm is a subsidiary of 4,000-em-
ployee Environmental Industries
Inc., a leading national land-

scape, nursery, maintenance and
site-development contractor.

Environmental Industries has
built more than 400 courses since
1954. Today, Environmental Golf
is building or remodeling 15 to 20
courses annually. It also has main-
tenance-only contracts at another
30-plus courses nationwide.

But it was just last year that

Environmental Golf entered
course ownership. In May 1997,
the company assumed part own-
ership of Arnold Palmer-de-
signed Cherokee Run, which En-
vironmental Golf built for the city
of Conyers, Ga., and opened in
October 1995.

The first planned build/own
course is Damian Pascuzzo- and

Robert Muir Graves-designed
Glen Annie. Pascuzzo and
Graves are also the architects at
Westridge Golf Course (open-
ing September 1998) in LaHabra
while Ronald Fream designed
The Links at RiverLakes Ranch
(opening November 1998) in
Bakersfield, a pair of California
courses the company will also
build and own.

“We've been building courses
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Calcium & Amino Acids

CALCIUM DEFICIENCY
CORRECTOR

A(:Idixion of calcium to the soil by traditional
means is not usually efficient or effective in
treating the calcium deficiency of turfgrass. Once
applied, the common forms of liming materials
can rapidly change to compounds that are
insoluble in water and not readily available to the

developed not only to facilitate absorption by the
leaves and roots, but to increase mobility of the
calcium within the plant as well.

Quelant™Ca is normmally applied as a foliar spray
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plant. Continuous applications over long time
periods are necessary to effect even modest
improvements in calcium uptake.

Quelant™Ca is a newly available amino acid
chelated calcium product that corrects calcium
deficiencies in turfgrass upon application.
Quelant™Ca provides readily available calcium
chelated with amino acids so that it is easily

absorbed by the leaves and/or the roots of the plant

regardless of most soil and water conditions. The unique
formulation of amino acids used for chelation was

Either way, it is tank-mix compatible with
herbicides, soluble fertilizers, insecticides,
fungicides and plant growth regulators. It will even
help improve the efficiency of most of these
treatments by increasing their absorption and
translocation within the plant.

Best of all, Quelant™Ca is economical to use and
it protects the environment,

Quelant™Ca — a true systemic. It's new...it's unique...
and nothing else works quite like it!
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for 40-plus years for other own-
ers and maintaining them for
more than 20,” explained Direc-
tor of Golf Mike Dingman of his
firm’s recent move into owner-
ship. “We just made the decision
that it was an industry we were
familiar with as far as construc-
tion and maintenance and
thought it would be a natural
progression to get into [overall]
management and ownership.
“Our goal is to do two to three
[build and own] situations ayear.”

KollStar

Continued from page 1

semiprivate club. KollStar also
manages Metrowest GC in Or-
lando, giving the company eight
facilities in the Florida market.

According to KollStar Chief
Executive Officer Joe Woodard,
the company plans to be operat-
ing 20 courses by year’s end.
Despite making its first acquisi-
tion just seven months ago,
KollStar’s goal is to reach 40 by
the end of 1999.

KollStar has made improve-
ments at all its properties,
Woodard explained, including
Houston Oaks (formerly
Tinwood) in Houston. KollStar
rerouted the 36-hole layout with
two separate clubhouses so that
it could be served from a single
clubhouse, established teaching
and corporate outing facilities,
undertook cart path and irriga-
tion work and repositioned the
complex from a private to a daily-
fee facility.

Multi-course purchases, like
the recent Florida acquisitions,
while attractive, will likely be
“pretty rare because the golf
course business is so frag-
mented,” Woodard said “We are
looking at several purchases now
that would involve two or three
courses.”

Because of the proliferation of
management companies, good
management deals are becom-
ing harder to find and the mar-
ket more competitive for those
courses that do come available,
Woodard said. “Money has be-
come tighter the past couple
months, which makes it easier
for those of us who have capital,
though,” he added.

Formed in February 1998,
KollStar is a joint venture be-
tween Koll Resorts International,
a member of the Koll family of
real-estate companies that spe-
cializes in golf resorts, and
NorthStar Capital Investment
Corp.

KollStar recently formed an al-
liance with The Stonebridge
Group — a real-estate company
specializing in golf course devel-
opment and construction — to
jointly build and acquire high-end,
daily-fee courses. Stonebridge is
based in Salt Lake City.
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