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On Top of Two Worlds 
Sugarloaf s Ed Michaud maintains Maine's top golf 
layout and nation's best snowboarding park 16 

Less Fire, More Science 
Oregon grass seed growers relying more on chemi-
cals and less on burning 53 

IN DEMAND ON THE GRAND STRAND 
Golf course architect Mike Strantz has followed one Best 
New Upscale Course selection in 1996 — Stonehouse — 
with a second Best New pick, Royal New Kent, in 1997. 
Now he is in such high demand that he is turning down 
developers each week. See Q&A, page 35. 

C O U R S E M A I N T E N A N C E 
Cal State Poly eyes living lab 15 
Vet sheds light on pesticides, animals 18 
Controlling moss: Turfs nemesis 22 
Safety: Save employees and money 28-29 

C O U R S E D E V E L O P M E N T 
Els, Kemper join forces in Md 6 
Squire, Slammer, Weed collaboration complete 35 
Atlantic Canada enjoying golf rebirth 41 

C O U R S E M A N A G E M E N T 
Garl to head Fla. golf industry alliance 3 
Workplace harassment an industry problem 47 
Former Jones Trail exec opens new firm 48 

S U P P L I E R B U S I N E S S 
Mowers among new products 54 
Toro, Grizzle suit settled 54 

El Nino'd: 
West Coast 

gets hammered, 

with rains, floods 
B y D A V I D W I L B E R 

The winter's intense El 
Nino-driven storms have 
hammered California golf 
courses, highlighted in 
early February when a se-
ries of weather-related 
records were broken. Sev-
eral areas of the state re-
corded the lowest barom-
eter readings ever in 
February. 

A First Tee 
'first' looms 
By M A R K L E S L I E 

RICHMOND, Va. — 
Neighboring Chesterfield 
County is "fast-tracking" 
the Richmond First Tee 
Foundation (RFTF) pro-
posal through an approval 
process that could lead to 
earthmoving in May and 
put it on target to be the 
nation's initial project built 
from the ground up as a 
First Tee facility. 

"We are thrilled with the 
county's support," said 
Fred Tattersall, a financial 
adviser and the moving 
force behind RFTF. "They 
have put us on a fast-track 
program they reserve 
mostly for large busi-
nesses moving to the area." 

If all goes smoothly, an 
April 6 informational meet-
ing with the general public 
and representatives from 
the County Board of Su-
pervisors and Planning 
Commission will be fol-

Continued on page 42 

Access to the 15th tee at Pebble Beach Golf Links is destroyed as a result of the El Nino-driven storms 
in early February. 

California courses found 
that no amount of installed 
drainage could handle the 
rains since they began on 
already wet ground. El 
Nino was not choosy about 
the golf courses it attacked 
as rivers, streams, drain-
age and retaining walls 

SEE EL NIÑO 
COVERAGE, PP.30-33 

statewide reached their 
limits. 

The Monterey Penin-
sula received no mercy. 

"We had the highest tide 
and the biggest swell ever 

recorded in Stillwater 
Cove," said Mark 
Michaud, superintendent 
at Pebble Beach Golf 
Links. "If we hadn't put in 
the new seawall on the 
18th hole, I'm sure we 
would have had some ma-

Continued on page 31 

California Golf Club was one of the early purchases that propelled Gotham Golf Partners into 
the world of course operations. 

By P E T E R B LAI S 

Building a course operations firm 
that is both financially successful 

and provides a first-rate quality of life 
for its owners and managers are the 
dual goals of Gotham Golf Partners, 
according to company President R. 
Danny Mays. 

"Family and quality of life are very 
important to all my managers," said 
Mays, who along with many of GGP's 
upper-level executives are former 
employees of KSL Fairways, a Vir-

ginia-based multi-course operator. 
"In the golf business, it's always been 

a given that you work seven days a 
week. But to properly manage entities 
you have to put people in place who 
can perform and do their jobs. We 
have sophisticated management so 
that there is time for other things in 
our lives. 

"We push our managers to make 
sure they get their days off. If a man-
ager can't take his days off then he 

Continued on page 49 

Mower manufacturers see 'ease' to please 

N E W S P A P E R 

B y J O H N F A R R E L L 

Hoping to make life a little easier for 
golf course operators, major mower 
manufacturers are addressing real-life 
concerns — everything from ease of 
operation and maintenance to noise pol-
lution — as they bring the next wave of 
products to market. 

In what is part of the largest new prod-

uct roll-out in the company's history, 
Jacobsen is introducing its new HR-9016 
Turbo (TM) Wide-Area Rotary Mower. 

First unveiled at the GCSAA show in 
Anaheim, the HR-9016 is a 16-foot-wide 
rotary mower with a 90-hp turbo-charged 
diesel engine and 4-wheel drive. 

"One of our goals in designing the HR-
Continued on page 56 


