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FROM THE EDITORS

Everybody’s
talking junior golf

hen I first set sail for my trip

around the golfing world — itin-
erary for which I've detailed in previous
columns — I was dead sure I'd return
with a file full of trend stories to vividly
detail the “state of the industry” in the
countries of Europe and Asia. What I found was quit surprising.

At Fairways '98 in Munich and Golf Asia in Singapore, two top
conference/trade shows for the global market, the underlying
theme was junior golf and how to attract more kids to the game.

I was almost certain that the talk in Munich would be about
the solid growth of golf in Germany, the proposed “mini
boom” coming in Greece or the fallout of Textron’s purchase
of Ransomes. Instead, the cocktail party chat I was able to
ease into revolved around the need for Europe to move away
from the pricey signature course and into the affordable,
sustainable project.

Sound familiar? Getting sick of hearing it?

The consensus at Golf Asia was that the wild economic
roller coaster ride will obviously calm in two to four years,
leaving golf to ease its way back into the consciences of
developers and players after a temporary hiatus. If one over-
riding message emanated from the Golf Asia conference it
was that once economic tensions have eased, golf will come
back stronger and smarter — and hopefully with a slew of kids
ready to fill new junior golf programs.

Day one of the conference, which featured a country-by-
country analysis of the golf market in Asia, started to sound
like a broken record.

A.S. Khamis, managing director of ASK Golf Management
Sdn Bhd, is about to open and manage Malaysia’s first public
golf course. Scheduled to open at that end of May, the course
will be located in the Klang Valley near the International
Airport in Kuala Lumpur and will host Malaysia’s first full-
time golf academy.

The key to golf's future in Indonesia, said Bob Horan,
general manager at Klub Golf Bagor Raya, is aggressive
marketing and the development of youth golfers. Peter Goh,
general manger of Laguna National Golf & Country Club in
Singapore echoed Horan’s sentiments, commenting that Sin-
gapore needs to improve its infrastructure for facilities that
can further stimulate growth, including driving ranges and
public courses. Singapore will also have to capitalize on the
recent growth of women players.

I was ready for a country-by-country gloom-and-doom re-
port, but what I heard was cautious optimism and positive
plans for building golf for Asia’s future.

Iwanted to forward a few thank-yous to our Hawaiian friends
at Turtle Bay Golf Course, Kahuku, Koolau Golf Course,
Kaneohe, and the Sheraton Makaha Resort & CC, Makaha, for
their hospitality while GCV Publisher Charlie von Brecht and
Iwere on Oahu taking a much-needed break. As you may know,
Koolau has been rated the hardest course in the United States.
While stunning, that “hardest” rating needs to be reconsidered.

Michael Levans,
editor

Time to stop global whining!

Stop Global Whining!

Warming? No. Whining! We've heard enough. Enough of what,
you ask? I've got a list a scroll long, but I'll keep it to a choice few.

Listen, if you think your personal circumstances are bad, look
around. Look at Ranchos San Marcos, a brand spanking new golf
course where superintendent Scott Nair watched, helpless, as the
Santa Ynex River went berserk, changed course
and washed away his 3rd green and fairway. Or
look at Pebble Beach’s Mark Michaud, who
walked out onto the course one day to find the
access road for golf carts and maintenance ve-
hicles to the 15th tee washed away, along with
about 20 feet of subsurface. Or look at the many
superintendents in Maine where the Ice Storm
of the Century snapped, cracked and broke ;
gadzillions of trees, leaving a carnage that re- Mark Leslze
minded one of London after the air raids. managing editor

Now do you want to Whine?

OK. Then look at the superintendents in Florida who have lost
their jobs — not trees, but livelihoods — because they could not
control the weather. They couldn’t command the clouds to part and
let the sun shine on their turfgrass so that it would grow. And an
executive committee here, or an owner there, determined the dead
grass was the superintendent’s fault.

Areporter of mine once was a paraplegic. While in college, he had
fallen from a tree, and since then had used two crutches to get
around. Yet he always was pleasant beyond belief. I was close to him
and so thought one day that I could ask him how he remained in
such high spirits. “Whenever 1 get down,” he said, “I think of the
person who is a quadriplegic.”

So, now will you please Stop Global Whining?

Here’s a short list of who else I want to stop Whining:

* The Richmond, Va., city officials who put off the Richmond First
Tee Foundation (which was donating the $2 million to build a kids’
course) until it had to move onward with neighboring Chesterfield
County —and then got angry that the Foundation didn’t wait around
for them. You folks will be so-o lucky if the First Tee folks do come
back and build a second course with you.

e The PGA Tour officials lamenting, and appealing, the court’s
ruling in the Casey Martin case. Hey, the guy’s a great golfer who
can’t walk. How many handicapped people will ever have the talent
to earn a spot on the Tour? One in a million? A billion? Show some
heart and let him ride.

¢ Sierra Clubites, who disparage professional golf course super-
intendents, color the truth and outright lie to advance their agenda.
You folks are as bad as Al Gore.

e Michael Eisner, who can keep his New Age grunge about
Mother Earth, Father Sun and the Nerd Queen in his own closet,
thank you. Strike on, people!

* The Global Warmheads, who haven’t got a clue. Show me the
science, will you? No, you won’t, because it doesn’t exist. And yet
you've deceived the majority of the world into thinking global
warming is a proven fact. Last Oct. 27 anchorman Peter Jennings
claimed, “The overwhelming majority or scientists now agree cli-
mate change is being caused by man.”

Oh? Did you think to ask the experts in the field? Sixty-eight
percent of state climatologists feel global warming is not occurring.
Again, I say, show me the science.

Continued on page 14
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’I‘hank you for Mark Leslie’s
very perceptive commen-
tary in the March issue. Based
on many recent articles in other
publications, one might think
that, all ofa sudden, and over the
protestations of golf’s plutocrats,
golf is “opening up to women
and minorities.”

Anybody who believes that has
probably not spent much time at
their local, family-owned public
golf course. And, after all, most
rounds of golf in the United
States are played at public facili-
ties, and have been for many
years.

Here in Ohio, and in much of
the country, a nine-hole ticket is
10  April 1998

available for little more than the
price of amovie ticket. Ioperate
an affordable daily-fee public
course, where $3 gets you three
holes of golf on our practice
course, a kid can play nine holes
for $8 or less, and just S15 buys
18 holes on either of two regula-
tion courses .

At our first tee, and at the first
tee of family-owned public
courses everywhere, golf is af-
fordable and accessible, without
discrimination. Also, we are ac-
tively involved in sponsoring
youth golf programs. We give
away many rounds of golf and
many dollars each year to grow
the game and to bring new people

into golf, including “non-tradi-
tional” players.

Still, as you point out, privately
owned public courses need to be
profitable to keep golf affordable.
“The good of the game” requires
course operators to be able to
pay their workers and maintain
their facilities. That means
charging a fair price for a decent
product, and doing our best to
keep new golfers in the game
and experienced golfers coming
back more often.

Stncerely,

Chuck Bennell

General Manager

Bob-O-Link Golf Course

North Canton, Ohio

ith an appeal to those

who are responsible for
TV golf commentary, please lis-
ten!

Anyone who watches TV golf
has heard Johnny Miller and
other commentators say, “This
putt is going ‘down grain.”” [ am
not sure the TV audience under-
stands what this means. The word
“grain,” as used by TV analysts,
is grossly overused and misun-
derstood by the golfing public.

Having spent my professional
life studying turfgrasses, with a
Ph.D. in turfgrass breeding, I
have worked many hours col-
lecting, observing, breeding and

Continued on page 59
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OBITUARIES

DR. C. RICHARD SKOGLEY URI, where he was a An honorary mem-
professor of turfgrass : ber of New England

PROVIDENCE,R.I.—Dr.C. agronomy and a | | area golf course su-
Richard Skogley, a pioneer in turfgrass researcher. ; perintendents’ orga-
the turfgrassindustry and long- He focused on man- || nizations, Dr.
time professor at the Univer- agement and plant im- Skogley served as a
sity of Rhode Island (URI), has provement in his re- : chapter newsletter
died. search and spoke at ' editor and on GC-
Given the Golf Course Su- many seminars and e SAA national com-
perintendents Association of conferences on such D7 Skogley mittees. He held
America’s (GCSAA) Distin- topicsasbentgras bachelor’s and
guished Service Awardin 1989, cies and varieties for golf master’s degrees from URI and
Dr. Skogley had retired from turfgrass. a PhD from Rutgers University.
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equipment you can count on-like the reliable Reelmaster

an industry-leading 2-year warranty. Plus, we added

as reliable as the Reelmaster 5200-D itself. And there’s more. Call your
Toro distributor to demo a Reelmaster 5200-D, or visit us at www.toro.com/golf.

Because picture-perfect fairways should never be an uphill battle.

WILLIAM “PETE” JONES
1933-1998

RALEIGH, N.C. — William P. “Pete” Jones, longtime golf writer
and co-founder of the Donald Ross Society, died here in his
apartment at the age of 64.

Born March 1, 1933, Mr. Jones retired in 1990 and became very
active as archive historian for the Ross Society and had completed
much work on a biography of Ross when he passed on.

His wife, Lois, and a son, Bruce, passed on before him.

He is survived by a son, Keith, and daughter-in-law, Jane, of
Garner; a sister, Bobbie Medland of San Jose, Calif; six grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild.

Leslie comment

Continued from page 10

I thought I had heard it all.
Then, a couple years ago earth-
worm diggers in Maine went on
strike. United they stand, those
earthworm diggers. I'm re-
minded of Doug and Wendy
Whiner of Safurday Night Live!
fame. Even they never Whined
like this short list of Whiners.

So, I ask them: Please stop
Warming the Globe with your
hot-air Whining!
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Several members of Sugarloaf
Golf Club superintendent Ed
Michaud’s golf maintenance

Speaking during the New
England Regional Turfgrass
Conference on how shade
kills grass, U.S. Golf
Association agronomist Dave
Oatis said: “Trees are
wonderful. Where else would
we get furniture?”

crew are in Sugarloaf USA ski
area’s grooming department

with Michaud, and have taken a
new name. “They’re calling
themselves ‘Guest Surfaces’
rather than ‘Guest Services,” ”

Michaud laughed. (See more on
Michaud on page 16.)

~ T 6 N —~ ; Speaking during the New En-
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ference on how shade kills grass,
U.S. Golf Association agronomist
Dave Oatis said: “Trees are won-

INTRODUCING THE REELMASTER' 5200-D derful. Where else would we get
WITH A 28-HP KUBOTA DIESEL

The demands of your job cover a lot of ground, so you need Accepting the Donald Rossi

l: NGIN I furniture?”

Humanitarian Award for Arnold
Palmer from the Golf Course

5200-D fairway mower. It features a rugged Kubota diesel Builders Association of America

(GCBAA), his partner Ed Seay

engine for years of dependable performance, backed by seentiancid the. first: Gme He

spoke to the GCBAA and his
topic was specifications. “I said,

manually adjustable reel speed controls, so you get a cut that’s ‘I have one thing to say: “Read

the xj!8&! things. That's the end
of my presentation. Now do you
have any questior
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Before I sign off, a plug for a

neat little tool called The

Greenskeeper from the golf cloth-

rIORQ ing and accessories manufacturer
Churchill. It’s a heavy-duty

ballmark repair tool with a ball

1998 The Tord Conipany REELMASTER marker and shaped to hold a golf

CIRCLE #109

club or cigar off the turf. Check it
out, but you can’t have mine.
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