BONITA SPRINGS, Fla. — Mike
Mongoven, assistant director of golf for
the city of Fort Myers, has been elected
president of the Everglades Golf Course
Superintendents Association (EGCSA).

He heads a slate of officers that includes
Vice President Tad Altman of Naples’
Stonebridge Country Club, Treasurer
Steve Durand of Quail Creek Country Club
in Naples and Secretary Rick Tatum of

MAINTENANCE
Mongoven takes over Everglades GCSA presidency

The Forest Country Club in Fort Myers.

Gary Grigg of Royal Poinciana Golf
Club in Naples was elected external vice
president; and Dale Walters of Naples’
Royal Palm Country Club was elected
EGCSA’s delegate to the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America
(GCSAA).

Elected to the board of directors and as
committee chairmen were Walter Owisany

of Audubon Country Club in Naples, mem-
bership; Jerry Belyea of Cape Coral’s Royal
Tee Country Club, education/programs;
Terry Wood of Naples’ Royal Wood Golf &
Country Club, past president/bylaws; Brad
Walters, sales manager of Golf Ventures,
Inc., of Fort Myers, social and special events;
and Tim Denton, sales representative of
Boynton Pump & Irrigation Supply in Naples,
golf.

contact with the germinating weed seed, it disrupts the seed’s biochemical processes, which makes the

weed seed stop growing—and start dying—Dbefore emerging.

because its low volatility and slow decomposition characteristics keep it active in the soil longer.

Pendimethalin also makes your life easier. You have the flexibility to spread it on as a dry granule,

CRABGRASS CONTROL

PRODUCT Rate

PENDIMETHALIN 60WDG 1.5
BARRICADE 65WG" 48

DIMENSION 1EC® 38

RONSTAR 26° 3
Penn State University 1996

So take control of your turf—and your reputation. Use Pendimethalin herbicide to control
crabgrass and more. Because the only thing you should see growing like a weed on your golf

course is beautiful grass. Call now for more information or for the distributor nearest you.

1-800-545-9525

- What’s more, Pendimethalin works hard—and long. Through the entire season. That’s
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92 a 3.3 EC, 60 WDG and 60WP.
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Pendimethalin the #1 preemergent herbicide.

extension 1250A

alone, or in combination with fertilizer products. Or

you can use the sprayable formulations, available as

92 : No wonder professional turf managers have made
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Design/maintenance
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Again, the designer and superin-
tendent should talk about every
detail of the planting specification.

Even grow-in procedures
should be mutually agreed upon.
Ifthe contractor is responsible for
more than planting the turf, a de-
tailed maintenance specification
would be appropriate. Usually the
superintendent prefers to assume
this responsibility rather than
worry about if the contractor is
following procedures to get the
quickest maturation.

Sodding the entire course, or at
least sodding all bluegrass (or
ryegrass or fescue) areas, is be-
coming more common. The rea-
son is that sodding answers many
environmental concerns, reduces
the grow-in period from months
to weeks, produces a better fin-
ished product, and often makes
the best economic sense to the
owners. Large-scale sodding of
fast-germinating varieties like
bentgrass, is much harder to jus-
tify because of cost, but sodding
tee or green surfaces can be rea-
sonably affordable, especially late
in the planting season.

The above process takes time,
study and understanding if prop-
erly done. However, a wrong
choice can be very costly and a
right choice can make a golf
course spectacular. Therefore, the
designer should be very deliber-
ate and methodical in choosing
turfgrass seed blends, consulting
with superintendents, breeders,
researchers, suppliers and users.

My pointisthat thereisastrong
relationship between design and
maintenance with many influenc-
ing factors. It makes the proper
choices easier when one remem-
bers that maintenance is more
important than design.

I don’t believe there will ever
be a supergrass that works on
every site, that provides awe-
some playing conditions with a
minimum amount of mainte-
nance. We are certainly closer
than 20 or 30 years ago, but such
a breakthrough is still a long
way off. So the alternative is the
old-fashion way of designer and
superintendent working to-
gether to develop specifications
and design concepts that sup-
port the maintenance objective
of each particular site. If the
owner is reluctant to hire a su-
perintendent early in the devel-
opment process, he should re-
tain the services of an agronomic
consultant to assist the designer.

Legend hasit that when Moses
brought down the Ten Com-
mandments, there were actually
11. The last one was lost and
never made it into the Bible, but
designers and superintendents
concerned about maintenance
should know it well. It reads: “As
ye sow, so shall ye mow,” which
means that what you plant will
determine how you must care
for it. Choose wisely.
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