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TPC O N THE RISE 

WEISKOPF SURVEYS HIS FIRST TRACK IN MICH. 
'You are only limited by your imagination," said PGA 
Tour great and gol&ourse architect Tom Weiskopf, cen-
ter, shown looking over the site for his design at Shanty 
Creek Resort in Bellaire, Mich. Weiskopf is flanked by his 
shaper Bob McClure, left, and Don Richards of golf course 
builder H&D, Inc. It is Weiskopf s first design in the 
Wolverine State. See story, page 26. 

The Tournament Players Club (TPC) at Scottsdale (Ariz.) above is among the growing stable 
of Tournament Players Club courses operated by the PGA Tour. See story on new TPC, pg.23 
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Toro looks 
toward '99 
B y M. L E V A N S 

B L O O M I N G T O N , 
Minn. —The Toro Co. and 
Pinehurst Resort and Coun-
try Club, in cooperation 
with Pinehurst Champion-
ship Management, have 
inked a multi-year agree-
ment that makes Toro the 
preferred golf course main-
tenance equipment and ir-
rigation supplier for the 
Resorts for Pinehurst in 
North Carolina. 

Under the new agree-
ment, Toro will provide 

Continued on page 40 
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Cart-path rule gets its day in court 
B y B O B S P I W A K 

An incident at 
Lassing Pointe Golf 

Course in northern Ken-
tucky may have far reach-
ing implications for the fu-
ture of'The Cart-Path Rule" 
around the country. Involv-
ing a handicapped golfer, 
the situation was resolved 
in October after a year and a 
half of controversy. 

Don Duckworth of 
Covington, Ky., had a heart 
attack in 1993. He was not 
expected to live. Two years 
later, he had open-heart 
surgery twice and sur-
vived. His doctor told him 

Stormwater runoff 
battle rages on in Fla« 

By MARK L E S L I E 

NEW YORK—Abackhoe cracks into a natural 
gas line and — boom — the town of North 
Blenheim virtually blows up. A piece of heavy 
equipment cuts an underground electrical main, 
shutting down New Jersey's Newark Airport for a 
day. In cases around the country, laborers are 
struck by heavy equipment, caught in trench 
cave-ins, bedridden by lyme disease contracted 
from a deer tick on a forested job site. 

The "heavy-highway" industry, where these 
Continued on page 32 

By J . B A R R Y M O T H E S 

SARASOTA, Fia. — A 
group of 27 Sarasota golf 
courses continues to battle 
the Sarasota County gov-
ernment over stormwater 
runoff assessment bills 
that have cost some 
courses as much as 
$46,000 per year and in 
some cases seriously 
threatened their survival. 

The courses, organized 
as the Suncoast Golf 
Course Association, say 
the rates are far too high 
and unfair when compared 
to lower rates assessed to 
other agricultural-related 
operations in the counties 
like farms, nurseries and 
pastures. The group has 
filed two lawsuits over the 
stormwater assessment 
issue which are still pend-
ing. One challenges the 
level of the assessment 
rate. The other seeks a re-

bate for what the golf 
courses contend is excess 
money they have paid in 
assessment rates for the 
past two years. 

Stormwater runoff as-
sessments became a hot 
issue for the Sarasota-area 
courses starting in 1995 
when turf areas became 
subject to assessments. 
Prior to that, the courses 
paid assessments that re-
lated only to parking lots 
and other non-turf areas. 
The new rates, approved 
by the county's Board of 

Continued on page 44 

Safety programs too often 
overlooked in planning 

N E W S P A P E R Continued on page 38 Greg Jones, founder of the ADMG, takes one out of the sand. 



Safety on site 
Continued from page 1 
accidents mostly occur, is more dangerous 
than golf course construction. But that can 
cause golf course builders to be slack in 
safety precautions, says Corky Buell, opera-
tions manager for Landscapes Unlimited 
and therefore responsible for safety and 
equipment for the Lawrence, Kan., builder. 

"Heavy-highway contractors are gener-
ally a lot more safety-program oriented 
than our industry," said Buell. "If any-
thing, the golf course industry is more lax 

SAFETY 
than heavy construction. One reason, I 
think, is probably the remoteness of our 
job locations. We're not as visible as 
those working on a city street and don't 
see a lot of people, and we have less 
potential for city or state inspectors..." 

Nevertheless, with companies wanting 
to retain good workers and with insurance 
rates determined by a company's safety 
record, builders are taking more and more 
safety precautions than in the past. They 
are also taking advantage of new safety 
devices that are coming on the market. 

Training alone can prevent many acci-
dents from happening, said Bill Bord, 

DESIGN 
safety director for the Associated General 
Contractors of America of New York. 

'The Labor Bureau of Statistics showed 
a decrease in overall accident rate by 
about 10 percent from 1995 to 1996 across 
the country," Bord said. 'That's because of 
one of two causes: Lack of work, which I 
don't believe is true, or more and good 
training. I'd like to think that's the reason." 

Joe Niebur, president of course builder 
Niebur Golf in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
agreed. 

"We really work on educating our su-
perintendents," Niebur said. "We've 
greatly reduced accidents, and the main 

. . . thanks to Turf Royale, the 
championship-quality turf fertilizer 
that combines nitrate and ammo-
nium nitrogen, highly-soluble 
phosphate, and chloride-free potash 
in every prill. NPK the right way! 
Fast response. Sustained 
feeding. "Split-nitrogen"-21% 
Turf Royale supplies nitrate-N for 
quick green-up (even in cool 
weather) and ammonium-N for 
longer-term feeding. 
7% phosphate in an efficient, 
highly-soluble form for vigorous 
new growth. 
Chloride-free potash-14%-
derived entirely from potassium 
sulfate. No chlorides—less salts. 
Improved resistance to turf stress 
and disease. 

High analysis; 
application efficiency. 
Turf Royale's 3-1-2 ratio and 42% 
plant food content stretch coverage 
capability. Fewer trips. Less prod-
uct to store and handle. Just one 
50-lb. bag feeds 10,000 sq. ft. of 
established turf. 
Homogeneous prills—no 
segregation of nutrients. Each prill 
contains the stated grade of 
nutrients. Your turf receives precise, 
uniform feeding-no "hot spots." 

Turf Royale is the professional 
turf fertilizer for all seasons, for a lot 
of reasons. 

HYDRO AGR! 
NORTH AMERICA, INC. 

For Service: 
1-800-234-9376 
1-800-23 HYDRO HYDRO 

Your Reputation Never Looked Better 

As with any fertilizer application, consult your extension office or other advisory service for recommended practice that meets local crop and soil conditions. 

thing is weeklies [weekly meetings]. We 
talk about problems from the last week 
and what we need to worry about the 
coming week. We have a general meeting 
every year with supers where safety is a 
main topic. Also, if something happens, 
everyone hears about it and everybody 
learns from mistakes. If you don't talk 
about it, people get real lax." 

According to national figures, most 
accidents occur in an employee's first 30 
days of employment with the company, 
Buell said. "It's a strange environment, 
different world, different workers, and 
the person is unfamiliar with the opera-
tors and, sometimes, the equipment... 

"I make the point very important to our 
people, not only to new hires but supers 
and foremen, and they stress where the 
accidents occur, what to do and why." 

'There's a big difference in accidents 
when a crew is trained," Bord said. "I go 
back 10 years ago. In most of the compa-
nies I'm dealing with now, there has been 
a 60-percent reduction — maybe more — 
in OSHA [Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration] fines, worker's comp and 
overall accidents. 

"Results are similar in other states." 
The major safety concerns in construc-

tion are vehicles backing up, excavation 
and trenching, personal protective equip-
ment, hearing loss, and discovering what 
is underground before digging, said Bord. 

• Backup alarms, according to Bord 
and Buell, are a double-edged sword. "I 
won't criticize backup alarms," said Bord, 
"but when you're on a large project and 
several pieces of equipment are beeping 
all the time, you become oblivious to 
them. Our industry has people hurt and 
killed quite often by having people run 
over by big equipment. That comes down 
to awareness on the laborer's part as well 
as the operator's. More so the employee 
because the operator can't always see." 

Buell noted that not all equipment is 
alerted. "It's optional for a skid-loader, 
for instance," he said, "and for rubber-
tired backhoes." 

• Trenching without proper protection 
led to three deaths from cave-ins in New 
York alone on heavy-highway projects 
last year, according to Bord. Golf course 
builders often do not use trench boxes, 
but that is changing, Buell said. 

While explaining that the golf industry 
doesn't use trench boxes as often because 
it works in more wide-open spaces and can 
usually cut earth back to a 3-1 slope, Buell 
added that many higher-end courses today 
are requiring more drainage, more elabo-
rate shaping and deep bunkers. 

If the trench has to go from a deep 
bunker through a high mound, it can be 
deep and dangerous, he said. "Your choice 
is using trench boxes or laying back the 
slopes... Shoring becomes necessary 
when a trench curves." 

• Personal protective equipment is 
another concern, Bord said. "Are they 
wearing their hard hat when they have to, 
or their safety glasses, gloves and work 
shoes? We're concerned over worker's 
compensation as well as OSHA. Ear pro-
tection is extremely important because of 
worker's comp... With proper training, 
worker's respond very well. Most will 
wear foam roll-in ear plugs." 

'The guys almost without exception are 
really good about using hearing protection 

Continued on next page 



Safety on site 
Continued from previous page 
without even hearing from us," 
Buell said. "But some of the other 
safety equipment is harder to use. 
Hard hats are a tough sell." 

• "Call before you dig" has 
become law in many states. As in 
the cases of North Blenham and 
Newark Airport, mega-accidents 
could have been avoided with 
the help of local utilities and 
municipalities. 

"This was a big issue at 
Glenmoor Country Club," said 
Skip Lynch of Seed Research of 
Oregon, who worked with Nick-
laus Design when the Canton, 
Ohio, course was built. "Inter-
continental gas mains ran 
through the site. We had clear 
designated areas where we could 
and couldn't go. It was very well 
laid out before we pushed the 
first inch of dirt. It could be fatal 
— and in a very loud way. 

"Forewarned is forearmed. 
But again, you never know what's 
buried there and isn't marked." 

Water and gas lines and fiber 
optics are all concerns where 
digging is to take place, said 
Bord. A related danger is acety-
lene bottles. "They have to be 
more than 20 feet apart, or sepa-
rated by a half-hour firewall," he 
said. "And you can't store flam-
mables and oxidizers together. 
Most people don't adhere to that 
regulation. They also have to be 
upright and secured. But you find 
them lying down and up against 
things. The real hazard is, if one 
falls over and the neck hits a 
solid object, it could break the 
neck off and you have a torpedo 
on your hands: You could have 
2,000 pounds [of pressure] com-
ing out a 1-inch hole." 

Buell said his No.-l rule is that 
everyone on the job has the au-
thority to shut down an opera-
tion if they feel unsafe. 

"We make it clear to the guys 
that safety is everyone's respon-
sibility," Buell said. "On top of 
that, nobody needs to be uncom-
fortable in a situation. The worst 
thing you can do is put a person 
in a situation that scares them." 

Meanwhile, some new equip-
ment is helping make work-
places safer, including: 

• Protective vests. To improve 
reactions to backup alarms, a 
protective vest has been invented 
for laborers to wear, Buell said. 
He explained that the vest con-
tains radar that reacts when a ve-
hicle approaches within 10 feet. 

• Falling object protection 
structures (FOPS). Any ma-
chine over a certain horse-
power and all crawler-type 
equipment require a rollover 
protection structure (ROP). 
New are the FOPS that can 
sustain the weight of certain 
falling objects, in case you are 
driving under a loader or crane 
that might drop something. 

FOPS are not mandatory at this 
point. 

• 'The biggest advancement in 
trench safety is the improvement 
in operator's visibility," Buell said. 
Bulldozers with cabs, for instance, 
now have rearview mirrors. 

• In many places, hard hats 
and ear plugs are new additions 
to work sites. 

Another sign of the times is 
random drug testing. 

"If a person is involved in sub-

SAftiy BY DESIGN 
stance abuse, it is a proven fact 
they are more prone to acci-
dents," said Bord. "An extremely 
high number of people who had 
accidents show positive on sub-
stance abuse. A lot has to do with 
location—where you get employ-
ees. If you're in a metropolitan 
area it's a lot more difficult to con-
trol substance abuse than in the 
Adirondacks, for instance." 

"We're adamant about our 
drug policy," said Landscapes' 

Buell. "We post signs at our job 
sites saying we do random drug 
testing. That often deters local 
applicants who are on drugs... 

"Our employees have enough 
to worry about. It's our obliga-
tion to control whatever we can. 
Guys don't want to be working on 
a site with someone on drugs. 
They can put your life in jeop-
ardy." 

Still, communication to employ-
ees about safety can be the single 

major deterrent to accidents. 
"I send our supervisors quite 

a bit of information as I see it in 
publications," Buell said. "The 
more grotesque thing you can 
send, the more effective it is. 

"John Deere posted signs 
showing a relatively young man 
in a wheelchair pushed by his 
wife and with child at the side. It 
reads: 'Do you want to be pushed 
around the rest of your life?' It 
strikes real close to home." 

It won't take your ranger 15 minutes 
to find out why there is a hold-up. 
With PROLINK, you will know every-
one's exact location. 

Standing on this tee, this hole is 
intimidating, but PROLINK's full color 
graphics & accurate yardage allows 
the golfer to choose a strategy which 
makes birdies possible. 

You're serious about the business of managing your golf course and you're serious 
J [ about providing the highest value golf experience to your customers. 

PROLINK is the recognized leader for GPS based yardage and management 
systems in the golf course industry. Just ask our customers. 
Learn how leading course operators use PROLINK to add value to their business. 
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