Zoysiagrass's territory expanding info

By MARK LESLIE

ELTSVILLE, Md. — Golf course
B superintendents are pushing the

envelope on zoysiagrasses, try-
ing to get the turf which plays so well
on fairways to survive further north.

“For use on fairways, zoysia is

getting a lot more attention,” said Kevin
Morris, national director of the Na-
tional Turfgrass Evaluation Program,
based here. “People are trying it much
farther north. It is into Indiana and
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northern regions of transition zone

even the Cincinnati area. It's not taking
over the market, but it is being used
more and more.”

Sod growers in the South, he said,
“are shipping a lot of sod into the upper
South and even the upper transition
zone. In fact, the transition zone is
probably its best fit.

“Bermudagrass is more aggressive, but
where winter kill is a problem zoysia is
better because it is more winter-hardy. It
also uses less pesticides and water. And it

makes a really good playing surface in
the winter. Its leaves are very stiff and
upright and hold the ball well.”

Morris reported that seeded varieties
of zoysia that have been on the market
haven’t been used much but will be as
more people find out about them.

Supporting that statement, Turf
Merchants, Inc. (TFI) of Tangent, Ore.,
reported that supplies of Zen zoysia are
completely sold out until the new crop
is harvested in July. One of the first

proprietary seeded zoysia, the Zen line
has been sold out since its first produc-
tion in 1995, according to TFI's Steve
Tubbs.

The vegetatively propagated zoysias
are finding more of a place on fairways
because they are finer textured and can
be mowed closer.

The newest national test plots for
zoysia were planted last summer, and
data on them will be available next
year, Morris said.
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MINIMIZE DRY WILT
AND WINTER DESICCATION

Golf Course Superintendents, Turf Grass
Managers, Sod Grass Growers and Nur-
serymen are praising the results of Regal
Crown.

Regular use of Regal Crown root growth
stimulator exhibits phenomenal results.
Turfgrass types such as bermuda, bent,
zoysia and others develop more roots that
are healthier and penetrate deeper. More
roots imbedded deeper into the soil means
better nutrient and moisture up-take cre-
ating thicker, greener tops.

Regal Crown is a blend of hormones spe-
cifically designed to promote root growth
in turfgrasses and ornamentals. Used re-
gularly, Regal Crown roots can minimize
hot weather dry wilt stresses and winter
desiccation.

Now From Pennington
Yuma ¢ Sahara ¢ Sultan

Nobody beats Pennington when it comes to Seeded Turf-type
Bermudagrass! We now offer three different brands - Yuma,
Sahara and Sultan. These three outstanding turf-type bermudas
are real worksavers because they're drought tolerant and they're
low growing with excellent turf density. You'll find they
really fight to hold their ground. And these tough
guys just dont believe in letting weeds in.
Yuma features quick germination and
rapid recovery from mechanical injury.
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P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239
PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621-5208

Sultan is a dense, medium fine textured bermuda, dark green in
color and excellent for fairways. And Sahara is a low-thatch, dis-
ease-resistant variety with a proven performance record.

For the best turf selection, always rely on Pennington.

For information on Pennington’s Turf-type Bermudas,
Call toll free: 1-800-277-1412
Web site: http://www.penningtonseed.com
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