Continued from page 35
next to each other without problems.”
Indeed, attwo courses here —DC Ranch
and The Raven Golf Club at South Moun-
tain — superintendents speak of the aes-
thetics of buffalograss rather than its at-
tributes of drought- and disease-resistance.
“We’ve used buffalograss as an accent
turf,” said Bob Clarkson, who is in his
first summer at The Raven. “Ninety-five
percent of the buffalo here is between tees
and fairways and adjacent to common ar-

BLUEGRASS, BUFFALO UPDATE
Buffalograss being used for ‘accent’ more than water-saver

eas. We don’t overseed it in the winter. It
goes dormant and has dark brown con-
trast. In the summer the color is different
than Bermuda and defines the hole.”
“We like the contrast, the light green
with the dark 419 Bermuda that we have
everywhere else,” concurred David
Bergstrom at DC Ranch. “We have a dif-
ferent theory. We're maintaining it —
mowing it at 2-1/2 inch height, and wa-
tering it fairly consistently. We're not
dealing with it as though it is completely

drought-tolerant, but not using a lot of
fertilizer, either.”

DC Ranch also uses the buffalograss
around the bunker faces. “Those come
into play more often than not,” Bergstrom
said. “We did not want the ball to get
caught up in the bunker sides.”

He said buffalo can be allowed to grow
“natural, 6 inches high and lazy, or tight
and playable at higher maintenance lev-
els.”

Clarkson has seen some Bermudagrass

SAND BARREN

and the greens. But once you get past the
sand, you’re rewarded with the greenest,

most uniform putting surfaces ever created.
As a new course, the Sand Barrens needed
a hardy, dense turfgrass that would establish
and green-up quickly. That’s why they chose
to cover their five acres of greens with Lofts’

L-93.

L-93 features improved resistance to
numerous turfgrass diseases such as dollar
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spot, gray snow mold
and brown patch.

So it requires less
fungicide in certain
conditions than most
other creeping bentgrasses.
Its upright vertical growth and

the past two years.

So the next time your greens, tees or
fairways need seeding, give L-93 a try.

come out to watch it perform.

“L-93’s grow-in performance

establishment and
upright growth
habit are quite
impressive.”
Steve Malikowski,

The Sand Barrens
Clermont, NJ

CIRCLE #122

aggressive establishment helps prevent spike
marks. And it’s been ranked #1 overall best
performing creeping bentgrass variety for

You won’t believe how many golfers will

surpassed all of my expecta-
tions. Its quickness of

Golf Course Superintendent
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Where Great
Grass Begins

encroachment into the buffalograss ar-
eas in his 1-1/2-year-old course, and
Bergstrom has not witnessed any in his 1-
year-old track.

“Some of the perimeters have encroach-
ment and contamination where clippings
have blown in and established them-
selves,” Clarkson said. “Over time, it will
probably encroach quite a bit. We may
treat it like poa annua and cut it out.”

Clarkson said the situation, however,
was exacerbated by poor-quality soil and
the decision to not install irrigation for
buffalograss areas. “I'm proposing to irri-
gate these areas,” he said.

Riordan acknowledged the criticisms
and said management practices deter-
mine the outcome of using buffalograss.

“With management it’s possible to keep
them separate,” Riordan said. “In areas
where hybrid Bermuda is getting mixed
in with the buffalo at planting ... Bermuda
becomes a weed in the buffalo and will
take over. The bugaboo is when they
plant plugs through a machine. The plant-
ing device for sprigging throws the sprigs,
and so the two grasses get mixed in the
process. They just need to be separate.”

Riordan added that common Bermuda-
grass is not as aggressive in stands of
rough and thus causes less of a problem
as hybrids.

“One of the first courses Dye did was
an installation problem, I thought,” he
added. “They had problems on installa-
tion. The first nine is a mess. The second
looks pretty good. They took the care to
keep them separated at planting.”

Riordan said thatifan areais overwatered,
Bermudagrass will be much more aggres-
sive. “But if it is kept a little drier — which
I think roughs should be — Bermuda won't
be as aggressive and buffalograss will grow
quite well. This is something the superin-
tendents will have to work out.”

Researchers, he said, are trying to de-
vise a way to keep Bermuda out of buffalo
stands.

“That’s still in the lab situation right
now,” he said. “I think we can get it done
in the next five years.”

Meanwhile, the new trials on
buffalograsses will not be ready until
1998, according to Kevin Morris, direc-
tor of the National Turfgrass Evalua-
tion Program. But he observed: “The
seeded types have improved character-
istics. There will be several good fair-
way types.”

UCAL-RIVERSIDE PLANS FIELD DAYS

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — The Turfgrass
Research Conference and Field Day and
the Landscape Management Research
Conference and Field Day will provide two
full days of updates for turf and landscape
professionals on Sept. 17 and 18 at the
University of California at Riverside here.

Both programs will begin at 8 a.m. with
detailed briefings on the latest research
in turfgrass and landscape topics, followed
by on-site examinations of test plots that
conclude at about 3:30 p.m.

More information is available from
Susana Velez, registration coordinator/
research conferences, Department of
Botany and Plant Sciences, University of
California, Riverside, Calif. 92521-0124;
909-787-4430.
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