
Wright's pursuit: perfection at Pulpit, Paintbrush 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

CALEDON, Ontario, Canada — 
Maintaining two of Canada's pre-
mier golf courses is no "trivial 

pursuit" for Ken Wright, even if his 
bosses are the inventors of the success-
ful board game. 

The challenge is twofold — since the 
Devil's Pulpit and Devil's Paintbrush 
courses are opposites in design and 
care — and it is Wright's lifeblood. 

"I love what I do, am very dedicated, 
and have worked extremely hard at it," 
he said. "I look forward to coming to 
work. I'm 50 and still come in at 5:30 in 
the morning. I'm here before the staff 
every day. If you like what you're doing, 
you will do a better job." 

The draw to come to Caledon had to 
be extraordinary. Wright was head 
superintendent for 10 years at The 
National, the top-ranked course in 
Canada, when offered this job in 1989. 
Dana Fry, who with Michael Hurdzan 
co-designed the Paintbrush and Pulpit 
courses, had known Wright from Fry's 
work with designer Tom Fazio at The 
National. 

"They approached me about the job," 
Wright recalled. "I could see this being 
two spectacular golf courses and it was 
certainly a challenge. I had never grown 

The 10th hole at the Pulpit — just another great view for superintendent Ken 
Wright, inset right, and his crew. 

in a course before and that was an 
incentive as well. I was at the National 
for 10 years, and it was the toughest 
decision I've made in my life." 

Working for Trivial Pursuit develop-
ers Chris Haney and Scott Abbott, he 
said, "is great. Elsewhere, you have to 
satisfy all your members, but we don't 
have committees to deal with. The 
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National was owned by one person and 
we got good results there, too." 

Situated across the top of the 
Niagara Escarpment here, the Paint-
brush and Pulpit courses both offer 
golfers spectacular views but two very 
different styles. The Paintbrush is a 
links style layout despite its location 
and features fescue grasses and dry 

conditions. The Pulpit is plush and 
highly manicured. 

"The older members really like the 
Paintbrush because it's a walking 
course and it's rugged," Wright said. 
"Being a 12-handicapper, I like the 
fescue fairways on the Paintbrush. We 
cut the fairways at 3/4 inch and it's 
easier for the poorer golfer. The 
Pulpit's all bentgrass and we cut the 
fairways at 3/8 inch — sometimes 
shorter." 

The maintenance regimes, he said, 
are very different. 

'The Paintbrush really stands out 
because of the things you don't have to 
do that you do have to do at the Pulpit," 
Wright said. "At the Paintbrush the 
drier it gets the better it looks. The ball 
rolls much farther because we keep it 
dry. 

"Our watering practices are totally 
different, with the exception of the 
greens. Bentgrass requires watering 
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Durable, Flexible, Af fordable 

PI 11 r Q h IO F° r e P a r direction and rules signs are 
weather proof and golfer proof. Wind. Sun. 

A whack with a golf club. A swift kick. They'll stand up to 
almost anything. They retain their flexibility and appear-
ance indefinitely, even under extreme weather conditions. 
Messages are screen printed on one or two sides with a 
tough, pliable coating that bonds to the sign's surface. 

Jus t one of the words used to 
describe Fore-Par service. Do you need a 

single sided sign printed on both 
sides? Just ask. Want a custom mes-
sage? No problem. Have a special 
color requirement? Slam-Dunk. 

Flexible 

Need them fast? Our speciality! When it comes to flexibil-
ity of service, nobody comes close to Fore-Par. 

A f f n r r l a h l o P r o ^ u c ^ o n techniques and im-
n 11UIU Q UI u proved raw materials have provided us 
with significant savings which we are pleased to pass along 
to our customers. If you thought the legendary Elasto-
Signs™ were too expensive, it's time to take a second look. 
Our new affordable pricing plus years of durable service 
make Fore-Par Elasto-Signs 'the best buy on the market. 

For more information on the 
Fore-Par accessories line, Call 
800 843-0809, and get more for 
your money from Fore-Par. 

16761 Burke Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • Tel: 714 842-8494 / 800 843-0809 • Fax: 714 842-7384 
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pretty much every night. We water the 
fescues every two to three nights and 
don't use as much fertilizer." 

Wright hasn't sprayed the fescues 
with fungicides since the Paintbrush 
opened five years ago. The fescues get 
a little disease in the spring when it's 
damp and cold, he said, "but that grows 
out when it warms up." 

While the Pulpit features closely cut 
tees, greens and fairways and nicely trim-
med bunkers, the Paintbrush is old-style, 
including sod bunkers. Those bunkers 
have to be rebuilt every once in awhile, 
Wright said, adding: "I've replaced some 
of them already, but others are perfect. 
There are some that will definitely have 
to be done every five or six years. At St. 
Andrews [Scotland] each year they 
rebuild one-third of the bunkers." 

When fescues were planted at the 
Paintbrush it was an experiment, he 
said. It had been used at the Links at 
Spanish Bay on the Monterey Peninsula 
in California, but the weather condi-
tions there caused major problems. 
'The site here is perfect for fescue, 
being open, windy and dry," he said. 
"We don't get much rain here, not 
compared to the East or West Coast." 

Five years into the experiment it is a 
success. 

Another factor that separates the two 
courses is the earth-moving involved. 
Hardly any ground was moved on the 
Paintbrush, while the 1st hole alone at 
the Pulpit cost $1 million to build and 
involved building seven tee boxes, a pond 
and a fairway-length, 4-foot-high stone 
wall. 

"The Pulpit is starting to look like the 
surrounding terrain again," Wright said. 
"A lot of the ridges and scrub trees are 
coming back. I would think in 10 years 
people will look at it and not be able to 
tell so much soil was moved here." 

One attribute significant to the charm 
of the Paintbrush has also been 
significant to the work of the crew 
there: stone walls. "We add a half mile 
of stone wall each year," he said. 

When the British-style clubhouse was 
built, they wanted herb gardens, roses 
and a stone wall around the clubhouse. 

Once the wall was built, "we thought 
it looked pretty good, and it evolved 
from there," Wright said. 

Wright's assistants, Scott Clayworth 
at the Paintbrush and Bob Rodrigue at 
the Pulpit, have crews of 21 and 24, 
respectively, to keep things in shape. 

And they are doing so today with 
more sophisticated and technical tools 
than 1970 when he graduated from a 
teachers college in Nova Scotia and 
went to work for Gordon Witteveen, 
who was then at Northwood Golf and 
Country Club in Toronto. 

"I think the superintendent has put a 
lot of pressure on himself," Wright said. 
"We cut greens shorter than ever, 
fairways shorter than ever. We've got a 
lot better tools to deal with it, but still we 
live on the edge. If you cut the greens 
another 1/16 inch higher you wouldn't 
put so much pressure on yourself. 

'The green cut that short is under a 
lot of stress," he added. "Computerized 
irrigation has helped us a lot." 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

What new advance would help the 
most? 

"Conditions at many courses are 
close to perfect... I think research into 
controlling diseases better will help. 
And if they ever come up with a control 
for poa annua it would be tremendous. It 
has to happen. If they can prevent seed-
head production, they can control poa? 

And all these advances intensify the 
competition with colleagues. 

"There are so many well-conditioned 
golf courses around, you're always 
striving to be better than your neigh-
bor," Wright said. "That's a fact." 

Portland CC gains Audubon certification 
FALMOUTH, Maine — Portland Country Club has achieved designation as a 

Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary by the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
System, a program of Audubon International, and endorsed by the U.S. Golf 
Association. 

Portland Country Club is the first in Maine and the 95th golf course in the nation 
to receive the honor. 

"We are very proud to have achieved certification in the Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program and to have the Portland Country Club on the right course for 
the future," said former golf course superintendent and current independent turf 
consultant Patrick Lewis. 

Lewis and his successor, James Christie, stressed the invaluable efforts of their 
crew, area volunteers and support from their club's membership as cornerstones 
of the project. 

Two new aerators that make 
your job 70% easier. 

Do up to 70% more aerating in the same 
amount of time it used to take. Now you can deep-
tine more turf faster or spend less time and labor to 
do the same job you've always done before. 

The new high-speed 7212 and 7316 Verti-
Drain® models are lighter with fewer moving 
parts and they still have that unique pitchfork-
ing action patented by Verti-Drain. 

The 7316 is wider than its counterpart 7212 
and it goes deeper. Each offers you the option 
of coring or solid tining and both 
can use the new needle tines for 
minimal disruption. The new, 
sleek cover design is representa-

tive of many maintenance-saving features that 
have been added like sealed bearings. Every 
change helps make the new generation more 
user-friendly. Each model has that characteris-
tic construction durability that you've come to 
expect from Verti-Drain and because they're 
lighter, lower horsepower tractors can be used 
with them. 

So if you've been looking to aerate more often 
or spend less time aerating with even less dis-

ruption of play, Verti-Drain's new 
generation of aerators is the only 

solution that's 70% better. Ask 
p your dealer for more details today. 

VERTI-DRAIN® 
Works like a pitchfork, only better. 

Emrex, Inc., Box 1349, Kingston, PA 18704 (717) 288-9360 
Pedestrian Model 
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