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Sanford course part of larger tourism plan on Sinai

By MARK LESLIE

SOUTH SINAI, Egypt — Es-
tablishment of the South Sinai
as a destination tourist resort
will take a new step forward in
Sharm El Sheikh with the open-
ing in mid-summer of the
peninsula’s first golf course.

“The Egyptian government
wants to increase tourism not
only to the archaeological won-
ders here, but also to make the
eastern coast of the Sinai be-
tween Sharm and Taba a sort of
Riviera of Egypt,” said golf
course architect John Sanford.

Sanford, of Jupiter, Fla., who
designed the Naama Golf Course
here, said: “In the three years I've
been coming here, it has probably
doubled in size.”

Chains of the magnitude of
Hyatt, Marriott, Sonesta and In-
tercontinental are either open-
ing hotels here, or are in the
planning process. There are now
3,000 to 4,000 hotel rooms in the
area, and another 2,000 are ex-
pected to be built in the next five
or six years.

The government owns all the
land in the Sinai and is making it
attractive to Egyptian develop-
ers to encourage people from all
over the world.

“They have the European mar-
ket pretty well captured,”
Sanford said. “They’re hoping
the golf courses will pull in a
whole new market to this area —
Japanese, Koreans and other
Asian golfers, as well as Ameri-
cans.”

Naama Golf Course will be one
of only a half dozen in the coun-
try. A couple of others outside
Cairo are in the same construc-
tion sequence as the one here
and should open for play this
summer.

“A few new country club com-
munities around Cairo have
opened. Egyptians are selling
units there so people can look
outand see green grass, but they
[Egyptians] are still not playing
golf,” Sanford said. “But here in
Sharm, European tourists would
love to golf if it were available.
And now it will be.”

Meanwhile, he said, “There is
plenty of talk of more.” With the
added hotels will come support
for more than one golf course.

The major constraint is water.

Naama Golf Course will sur-
vive because its developer, which
owns The Movenpick hotel here,
is building a sewage treatment
plant. That plant will supply
Naama’s irrigation water.

Otherwise, the Sinai has no
natural sweet water, Sanford
said, adding, “All the wells we
drilled have come up pure salt.”

Naama’s master plan includes
300 villas along with restaurants
and a new 5-star hotel.

The climate in South Sinai is
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suited for tourism. Itis extremely
hot in the summer and very tem-
perate in the winter.

The area, in Sanford’s view,
“is awesome. The Red Sea on
one side is a beautiful body of
water. Our site looks at Tiran —
where the Red Sea parts and goes
to the Gulf of Suez to the north-
west and Golf Elat to the north-
east ... and on the other side is
the mountains of the Sinai which

turn all different colors at sun-
rise and sunset.”
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Naama Golf Course covers
more than 150 acres of land, but
the grassed area is about 70
acres. Because there is no veg-
etation on the property, planners
will undertake a thorough land-
scape plan, introducing trees,
palms, shrubs and ground cover.

“We have the effluent water to

keep it lush and green,” Sanford
said. “But at the same time we
don’t want to obliterate the
desert. We're using it for a lot of
waste areas between holes and
interacting with the strategy ofa
number of golf holes.”

The construction has been
made interesting, also, because
the ground is tough coral shell.
It has had to be ripped and
crushed, much like construction

John Sanford

on lava sites.

“All the play areas have had to
be completely topsoiled with
good material,” Sanford said.

That chore has been the job of

Total Golf Construction, the golf

course contractor from Vero
Beach, Florida.
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