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Mounted hose reels make hand-watering quick, easy 
B y K E V I N J . R O S S 

VAIL, Colo. — In all my 
years in golf course man 
agement, I have yet to 

see the perfect irrigation system. 
I do not believe this is due to a 
lack of irrigation design or equip-
ment, but rather of agronomic 
science. Let's face it. No irriga-
tion system can replace the ag-
ronomic benefits of a good hand-
watering program. If you're not 
hand-watering on a consistent 
basis (when needed), perhaps 
you should evaluate your water-
ing practices. 

Hand-watering is a pain, but it 
can make or break the condition 
of your golf course. Hand-water-
ing has been a major part of my 
management program for many 
years and at different courses. I 
have tried to simplify hand-wa-
tering as much as possible. Peers 
who visit my facility often com-
ment about our hose reels which 
have been adapted to simplify 
the process. 

Hose reels simplify the opera-
tion of hand-watering greatly, 
saving both time and frustration, 
and many superintendents al-
ready use them. No one wants to 

untangle a spaghetti-like water-
ing hose, and this is never the 
case with hose reels. 

Many types of hose reels are 
on the market. We prefer to use 
one made by Hannay of 
Westerlo, N.Y. We use one base 
reel that comes with two options: 
hand-crank windup, or electric 
windup. Both are excellent, but 
the electric windup costs double. 

My equipment manager, Mike 
Koehn, fabricates hose-reel 
framing that we mount inside 
certain utility vehicles and small 
trailers. We simply bolt the reels 

to the framing or trailers. On 
one end of the reel there is a 1-
inch pressure swivel joint. A 1-
inch or 3/4-inch hose can be used 
on the reel, depending on your 
preference. 

At this point, we use a 1-inch 
MPT by 3/4-inch insert fitting 
(we like 3/4-inch hose), 
threaded into the swivel joint. 
Then we attach a 5-foot-long sec-
tion of hose with a female end 
and clamp it on the 3/4-inch in-
sert side of the fitting. At the end 
of this hose we mount a quick-
coupling key. The interior of the 

hose reel has a 3/4-inch FPT 
mounting area, where we thread 
a 3/4-inch MPT by 3/4-inch in-
sert fitting into this mount. We 
then clamp our desired hose 
length (s) to the insert side of 
this fitting. Make sure this hose 
has a male end, so you can at-
tach additional lengths of hose 
and any watering nozzles you 
might like to use. We install 150 
feet on most of our reels and that 
works fine. The reels we use are 
capable of holding 250 feet. 

Using these reels is simple. 
Drive your vehicle close to the 

Three types of hose reels used at Country 
Club of the Rockies: mounted to an E-Z-
GO (left); mounted to a Kawasaki Mule 
(center, in use); and mounted to a 

fabricated trailer. 
quick-coupling valve and attach 
the key end with the 5-foot sec-
tion into that valve. Then pull as 
much hose off the reel as de-
sired to do the necessary water-
ing. When finished, unplug the 
quick-coupling valve and wind 
the hose onto the reel. The speed 
and efficiency is impressive. You 
can unwind or wind 100 feet of 
hose in about 20 seconds, and 
that beats any other method I 
know. 

If you are not using hose reels, 
give one a try. It makes the hand-
watering game much easier. 
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• The only manufacturer to provide 
full dynamic testing of every unit 
at the factory, with certification 
of performance. 

• Exclusive Mechanical Seals 
on vertical turbine pumps are 
maintenance-free, eliminating 
bothersome packing adjustments 
and spraying water. 

• The most durable, best looking 
finish in the industry — baked 
epoxy undercoat plus baked UV 
resistant polyurethane top coat. 

• One-piece, structurally engineered, 
seamless deck eliminates 
rust-prone welds, sharp edges and 
debris-collecting surface pockets. 

Watervlsion® UL Listed Controls: 
• Provides remote access, Windows based, fully interactive 

control. Monitor your pumping system with the easy-to-use 
computer interface from your office or home. 

• Intuitive, simple, point and press, touch-sensitive 
computer control panel with built-in maintenance 
and troubleshooting screens. 

• "Ride Through" self diagnostics analyze system faults, 
and automatically keeps your station on line. No need 
to lose sleep during critical night watering cycles. 

• Exclusive, patented, Electronic Butterfly Valves provide 
surge-free back-up pressure regulation in the event of VFD faults 
and smooth pump start-stop transitions that other stations lack. 

• Breathe new life into your existing pump station with Watertronics 
touchscreen controls and electronic regulating valves. 

Pumping System: 
• All units custom-built to your 

watering schedule requirements, 
at costs comparable to others' 
off-the-shelf models. 

Learn how over 30 years of irrigation pumping experience can make your 
life easier, and your watering system more dependable and efficient: 

Call Watertronics today to get the whole story about superior Watervision 
Ipontrols, retrofit conversions, and custonrrjpumping systems: 
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