Jones |l takes
full-service tack
at Eagle Point

By PETER BLAIS

MEDFORD, Ore. — The first
year of operation here at Eagle
Point Golf Course herrepresents
“the fulfillment of a dream,” ac-
cording to course architect Rob-
ert Trent Jones Jr.

The 18-hole, public-access
course located here in southern
Oregon is the first golf facility
the Palo Alto, Calif.-based de-
signer owns, operates and man-
Z .Jones, like a growing num-
ber of architects [ GCVFebruary
1996, “Piece of the Pie”], is will-
ing to take an ownership inter-
est in the courses he designs.

“Golf course openings have
always marked the end of a de-
sign-and-construction operation,
which has had a life of anywhere
from two to five years,” Jones
said. “But, now it’s a whole lot
different, since Eagle Point is a
golf course, which we have not
just designed and built. For the
first time in the history of RTJ II,
we will also operate and manage
this facility. For me, this fulfills a
lifetime ambition.”

Initially, Jones did not intend
to become owner of Eagle Point,
according to course General
Manager David Day. Day said
the developers were primarily
residential builders, who real-
ized during the architect inter-
viewing process they knew little
about owning and operating a
golf course.

“They gave us the property to
build the course,” Day explained.
“It was a good deal for us and
them. It gives them a Robert
Trent Jones Il course to build
their homes around. They are
talking about potentially 2,000
lots. The first 25 lots sold out in
six weeks. They opened another
37 lots this summer and have
already sold half of them.”

Day was a course superinten-
dent in the Midwest before join-
ing Jones’ construction firm,
Greenscape, 10 years ago. He
was construction supervisor at
Eagle Point and Jones offered to
make him general manager once
the course was completed.

“The course has been well re-
ceived,” Day said. “Southern
Oregon is not a golf Mecca. But
this is a top-notch facility.”

Day reports to Jones on a daily

And Bobby makes sug-
gestions about the course every
time he's here, adding another
bunker or something like that,”
the general manager said. “ One
of the things he suggested was
adding more trees, which we did
this fall.”

Jones’ extensive golf
industry contacts and his
promotional ability are among
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RTJ Vent

MURRII Calif. — Robert Trent Jones,
Sr. and Robert Trent Jones Jr. have un-
veiled a master plan for the renovation and,
ultimately, expansion of The SCGA
Member’s Club here at Rancho California.

The plan was presented to the boards of
directors of the Southern California Golf
Association (SCGA) and SCGA Golf Course
Management, Inc., the for-profit arm of the
SCGA which owns and operates the course

res to revamp SCGA's Rancho Calif.

on behalf of the association.

The conceptual plan calls for renovation
of the bunkers, adding cart paths, intro-
ducing natural grasses and vegetation,
renovating teeing areas, and, in future
years, adding nine holes to the current 18.

The project is the second undertaken by
RT]J Ventures, Inc., a company using the
talents of Jones Sr. and his elder son. Jones
Sr., now age 90, designed this course in
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1970. Jones Jr. worked with his father on
portions of the original course design.

Known then as Murrieta Hot Springs GC,
the course opened in 1971 as the focal point
of a proposed real-estate development by
the Teamsters Union. However, legal en-
tanglements forced the course to close a
few years later and it lay dormant until 198:
when it reopened as Rancho California Golf
Course, a daily-fee facility.

The SCGA purchased the course in 1994
and renamed it as The SCGA Members’
Club at Rancho California.




Elderly Maine track triples in size

OLD ORCHARD BEACH,
Maine — Local entrepreneur
Ronnie Boutet, the new owner of
Dunegrass Country Club here,
is expanding the facility from
nine to 27 holes.

The construction includes
many improvements to the origi-
nal nine, a 70-year-old layout that
measures 3,100 yards and is
meant for seniors and beginners,

Moy

according to Boutet.

Expected to open July 1, the
new 18 is being built by Sand
Wedge Golf using the original
routing performed by architect
Dan Maples.

Sand Wedge hopes to plant at
least nine holes by Sept. 15 and
the remainder by Oct. 1. It will
measure “championship length,”
Boutet said.

DEVELOPMENT

NORTH TURNER, Maine
— Construction ended Aug.
21, on a new nine that will
turn Turner Highlands into
an 18-hole track.

The new nine is expected to
open in August. The first nine
boasts hilltop views of moun-
tain ranges. The new nine me-

Owner, super expand Turner Highlands

anders through a wooded area
with views of the Androscoggin
River. Measuring 6,120 yards
from the back tees, the new 18
will play 36-35 for a par 71. It
was designed by owner Steve
Leavitt and superintendent
Frederic West, and built by
Leavittand K&K Construction.
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Restauranteurs
try their hand
at development

By MARK LESLIE

GRAY, Maine — The owners
of Cole Farms restaurant here
plan to construct an 18-hole,
daily-fee golf course on 164 acres
adjoining their business on
Route 100 .

Pollard Associates, operated
by brothers Brad, Jeff, David and
Gary, has hired Brad Booth of
Ogunquit to design the course
and accompanying driving
range.

Fred Stone Golf Course Reno-
vation and Construction, which
is finishing up work with Booth
on an 18-hole Litchfield project,
is the general contractor.

Booth hopes to start clearing
for the new projectin the fall and
begin construction in 1998.

“It’s a gorgeous property,” he
said, “mostly beautiful rolling
fields. Some wetlands in the
fields will be expanded to hold-
ing ponds.”

Booth foresees little earth-
moving on this yet-to-be-named
course.

“At first blush I see a good
portion of it as natural, with na-
tive grasses between holes as
buffers,” he explained. “ I'll move
a few tree-lined holes into each
nine to mix it up. It will be a real
nice blend.”

L E N J

Meanwhile, Booth's The
Ledges course in Kittery, located
in southern Maine, will restart
construction in April.

Ponds were constructed last
fall and a 1998 opening is antici-
pated.

Eagle Point
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the advantages he brings as
owner, Day explained. Jones
attended the 1996 U.S. Ama-
teur Championship at Pumpkin
Ridge near Portland, where he
talked golf writers from the
New York Times and Orange
County (Calif) Registerinto
visiting his new facility.

“They played the course and
wrote some nice stories about
it,” Day said.

Along with his father, Robert
Sr., and brother, Rees, Jones
owns a portion of Coral Ridge
Country Club in Ft. Lauder-
dale, Fla., a Robert Sr. design
that opened in 1962. Eagle
Point marks the first of his own
designs Jones Jr. owns end
manages.

“If this goes well, he could
do other ownership deals in
the future,” Day said. “If he
does, it will probably be more
of a joint effort with additional
partners.”
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