industry seeks lternatives to fild burning

By BOB SPIWAK

OLYMPIA, Wash. — A Wash-
ington Department of Ecology
ruling which would eliminate
burning of Kentucky bluegrass
fields could have a severe im-
pact on growers here. The ban,
initiated lastyear, requires grow-
ers toreduce the number ofacres
burned by one-third each year,
with a total ban by 1998.

Field burning has been the
traditional way to eliminate post-
harvest straw from the fields, at
the same time Kkilling pests and
diseases. Some growers main-
tain that the fires also promote
new growth and better yields.
Some 60,000 acres in Washing-
ton are affected.

Ironically, no such action is
contemplated by the state of
Idaho, which shares the
Rathdrum Prairie with its Wash-
ington neighbor. Thus, an imagi-
nary state line separates a 10,000-
acre plain, with burning allowed
east of the line, but not west.

According to Linda Clovis,
executive director of the Inter-
mountain Grass Growers Asso-
ciation, the ban was instituted
by then DOE Director Mary
Riveland. Clovis maintains that
when Washington Gov. Mike
Lowry announced he would not
seek re-election, Riveland arbi-
trarily imposed the ban, elimi-
nating public notice and the nor-
mal public-hearing procedure.
“She knew she’d be out ofajob,”
said Clovis, “and rushed this
[ban] through. In my opinion it
circumvented due process.”

However, according to a Janu-
ary article in the Moscow-Pull-
man Daily News, a study by
several Washington State Uni-
versity professors concluded
that benefits gained by reduced
field burning outweighed the
costs, and this prompted
Riveland to mandate the ban.

The phase-out of burning is to
allow the growers to devise al-
ternatives. So far, said Skip Allert
of Jacklin Seed in Post Falls,
Idaho, there has been little suc-
cess. “Last year,” he explained,
“they [growers] tried to bale the
straw after combining, without
much success.”

Allert, Jacklin’s grower service
field representative, said alterna-
tive measures such as harvesting
straw or plowing cost the grow-
ers more and do not kill weed
seeds or diseases. Chemical treat-
ments have been tried, but they,
too, are coming under fire.

Washington State University
and University of Idaho, along
with Jacklin, are examining other
means. One is close-clipping the
grass, then vacuuming the resi-
due. “We need more basic re-
search,” said Allert. “What genes
we need to change, for instance.
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But there is a costly time lag —
a year before we get the crop
out, another year to see the re-
sults.”

Asked about the effect the ban
will have on bluegrass prices,
Allert said Washington blue-
grass is not going to be the way
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it was. It can be grown in Idaho,
butitis justa matter of time until
there is a curtailment there as
well, he said.

Clovis agreed and said that
although no legislative action is
pending, a group of environmen-

Continued on page 43
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By ALAN B. NICHOLS
WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Squeezed by the high cost of
chemicals and environmental/
social pressures to reduce
their use, a growing number

52409, Lincoln, NE 68501-2409

of FIFRA

of golf course superintendents
around the country are turn-
ing to biocontrol management
programs as a supplement to
conventional practices.

Continued on page 43




Burning alternatives

Continued from page 40

talists plans a different strategy: suing
individual growers when they burn their
fields. For now, with only Washington
being affected, Clovis believes smaller
growers, some of whom may have fields of
20 or so acres, will get out of the business.

Canadians, she said, are keeping an
eye on developments in the two states,
possibly intending to enter the bluegrass
business. The climate is right, and more
than 90 percent of all Kentucky bluegrass
propagation is in the Pacific Northwest.

Patricia Hoffman heads a citizens group
in the Spokane area called Save Our Sum-
mers (SOS). Founded in 1995, the group’s
primary concern is with health. “We
founded the organization in response to
30-odd years of grass burning with no
concessions [from the growers],” she
said. “In 1963 there were only about 16,000
acres being burned in the region, includ-
ing Idaho. And now the acreage burned is
around 100,000.”

“There have been fatalities as well,”
Hoffman said. “Two asthmatics, one in
Washington, one in Idaho, died within 12
hours of smoke intrusion. That’s a pretty
high price to pay for golf courses.”

In Idaho, The Clean Air Coalition plans to
base lawsuits against growers by invoking
the state’s trespass law, according to The
North Idaho Business Journal, “...to prove
that the invading smoke constitutes a tres-
pass on another landowner’s property.”

SOSis attracting more members and now
numbers about 1,500. The group was ac-
tively lobbying to suppress grass burning,
and with the current ban is “very gratified
with the Department of Ecology’s action.”

Bluegrassindustry spokespeople regard
the conflict as an emotional issue blown
out of proportion as a health concern.
Countering this, the DOE and SOS feel
there is enough evidence to support their
contentions that the smoke isindeed harm-
ful to human lungs, especially those of
persons with respiratory problems.

—

EcoSoils

Continued from page 40

EcoSoils Systems, Inc. a San Diego
technology company, thinks it has solved
this challenge with its Bioject Biological
Management System. However, EcoSoils
must clear a major hurdle — the same
hurdle many chemical formulators must
clear — before it will see its units in many
more golf course irrigation systems.

The company’s Bioreactor, first de-
signed to deliver nitrogen fixing microbes

to the soil, must be approved by the Envi- -

ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) un-
der the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). The company is
currently preparing to submit to the agency
test protocols and to conduct field testing.

The Bioject Bioreactor automatically
dispenses starter cultures of microbes
(inoculum) and their required food
sources (media) into afermentation cham-
ber where the microbes grow into high
population numbers. Once the desired
volume is achieved, the inoculum-laden
slurry is spread over the course via the
existing irrigation system.

The system is currently in place some
200 courses, including two Chicago fa-
cilities: North Shore Country Club in
Glenview, Ill., and Congressional Coun-
try Club outside Washington, D.C.
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FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

ARCH STYLE STEEL BUILDINGS
Build it yourself and save money! For cart
and equipment storage. Factory direct.
Save money on buildings in stock. 30 x 40;
40 x 50; 42 x 76; 51 x 90. Easy to erect.
Archway Steel Buildings: 1-800-344-

2724.
PIPE LOCATOR

Inexpensive. Locates, traces underground
drain, water pipelines of clay, PVC, ABS,
steel, cement. Finds lateral lines & tree
roots. Bloch & Co. Box 18058 Cleveland,
OH 44118. (216)371-0979.

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN GOLF
COURSE FOR SALE
18 hole, 6650 yard layout. Rated top 25 in
State. Banquet hall and 2 residences in-
cluded. Revenues at$1.1 mil. Asking $2.75
mil. Call Andy at (616) 968-1168.

PRACTICE RANGE NETTING
Complete setof PRACTICE RANGE NET-
TING. New- never installed. Color: Green-
Mesh of 3/4" - 23 Sections of 65' long by 30'
to 100' high. Easy to adjust. Must go! Calli
305-591-5880 or fax 305-591-7715.

HELP WANTED

REGIONAL SALES MANAGER
Legacy Golf Irrigation, the fastest growing
company in the golf course irrigation in-
dustry, has an opening for a golf industry
professional for our Northeast Region. The
ideal candidate will posses at least 5 years
experience in the golf orirrigation industry,
strong computer skills, and a willingness to
travel a multi-state area calling on archi-
tects, irrigation consultants, builders, and
distributors. Mail resume to: Jon
Truttmann, 4381 N. Brawley Ave, Fresno,
CA, 93722 or fax to 414-242-0177.

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Growing regional golf course construction
company based in the Midwest is seeking
a highly motivated individual to lead our
national expansion efforts. Position re-
quires extensive experience encompass-
ing all phases of construction and project
management. The ability to manage mul-
tiple projects simultaneously is essential.
For confidential consideration, please for-
ward your resume including a cover letter
outlining your goals, salary history, and
availability: Operations Manager, Golf
Creations, 18250 Beck Road, Marengo,
IL 60152.

846-0657

HOW TO ORDER A CLASSIFIED AD

RATES: $90 per column inch (25-35 words, including a bold headline).
Each additional 1/4 inch is $30. If ordering a logo, please indicate and
include an extra $45; for a blind box, please indicate and include an extra
$20. All line ads must be prepaid. All rates are per insertion. For more
information, call Jean Andrews at (207) 846-0600. To place your classi-
fied ad, mail this form with enclosed payment to: Golf Course News, PO
Box 997, 106 Lafayette St., Yarmouth, ME 04096 or fax to: (207)

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Rapidly expanding company is seeking
motivated individual for golf course pump-
ing system sales, service and installation.
Experience in irrigation and/or electrical
service a plus. Will train qualified applicant.
Send resume to: Golf Course Irrigation
Services, Att: Operations Manager, P.O.
Box 156, Olive Branch, MS 38654-0156.

SHAPERS WANTED
Golf Course Construction Shapers Needed.
Must be willing to travel. Fax resume and
date available to 616-547-7009.

CONSTRUCTION
Shapers needed in Asia. Min. 5 yrs. expe-
rience. Send resume with references to
World Golf Group, 9 Music Square S.
#277, Nashville, TN 37203; or Fax:
(615)321-0384.

WANTED GREENS SUPERINTENDENT
Boonville Country Club in Boonville, IN is
seeking a Greens Superintendent. For-
ward resume to: Max Nance, Boonville
Country Club, P.O. Box 211, Boonville,
IN 47601; Phone (812) 897-1370.

EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL
Nickels Golf, an established design and
construction management firm seeks ex-
perienced supervisors and shapers for
Asian projects. Forward resume to:
Nickels Golf, 100 Galli Drive, Ste. 5,
Novato, CA 94949, Fax: 415-884-0668.

OPPORTUNITIES
Golf Course Construction Company seek-
ing experienced Business Development
Manager, Golf Course Shapers, and Con-
struction Superintendent. Fax resume to
305-591-7715.

SERVICES

We’ll Seal Your Lake
Empty or Full!

ESS-13 Eliminates
The Need For A
Synthetic Lake Liner

Seepage

Control, |nc.

P.O.Box 51177
Phoenix, Arizona 85076-1177
800-214-9640 Fax 602-829-1106

Since 1958

POND & LAKE
LINERS

* Buy Direct from fabricator 20, 30, 40 mil
PVC, Hypalon, HDPE, & P.P.

» Custom fabricated panels of up to
25,000 S.F. available.

» Material Only, Material & Supervision,
or Complete Installation service.

» We'll fill your lake guaranteed.

\Y3

Colorado Lining

COMPANY

1-800-524-8672

1062 Singing Hills Road * Parker, CO 80134
303-841-2022 « Fax 303-841-5780

SERVICES

LASER MEASURING
Laser measuring and sprinkler yardage
markers. We do it all! Laser measure &
installation of custom metal yardage mark-
ers for all types of sprinkler heads. Fair-
way Yardage Designs: 1-800-368-2448.

BIRD AND BAT HOUSES

v « Wildlife Feeders
e

* Over 70 Items
« Free Catalog
1-800-326-2807

Coveside Conservation Products

SOLID BRONZE SIGNAGE

» Yardage Markers
* Tee Signs
* 100, 150, 200
» Commemorative
* Laser Measuring
* Sprinkler Tagging
* Yardage Books

FROM TEE TO GREEN, INC.
(800) 932-5223
Fax: (219) 637-6874
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