
ALBERT Z I K O R U S 
1921-1997 

Albert Zikorus, a fellow of the 
American Society of Golf 

Course Architects, died June 11. 
He was 76. 

A course architect for more than 
35 years, Zikorus' career in golf 
started as a caddy when he was 10. 
He graduated 
from Massa-
chusetts State 
College in 
1941, and 
joined the Air 
Force during 
World War II. 
During his ser-
vice, he earned Albert Zikorus 
the rank of ser-
geant, and was shot down over Ger-
many and held as a POW for 14 
months. He was honored with a 
Purple Heart. 

After he returned from the war, 
Zikorus worked as a superinten-
dent at Ould Newbury Golf Course 
and Wellesley Country Club in 
Massachusetts, and Woodbridge 
Country Club in Connecticut. In 
the early 1950s, he worked for 
course designer William F. 
Mitchell for a short time and 
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G U E S T C O M t N I A R y 

IRS eases golf course management constraints 
The following article appeared in the 

May/June issue of Golf Market Today and 
is reprinted with permission of the Na-
tional GolfFoundation. Angelo Palermo is 
Vice President of NGF Consulting. 

B y A N G E L O P A L E R M O 

Thanks to a recent Internal Revenue 
Service ruling relative to golf facili-

ties financed by tax-exempt municipal 
bonds, marriages between municipal golf 
courses and golf course management 
firms are likely to be occurring with much 
greater frequency in the years ahead. 

It also enhances the chances of success 
for those who've already tied the knot. 

Issued January 10, the new ruling {Rev-
enue Procedure 97-13\ went into effect May 
15 of this year. It supersedes earlier IRS 
rulings that had been in effect since 1986. 

Among other things, the old rulings 
contained a number of provisions that 
have fostered short-range thinking and 
carried constraints that have not allowed 
many public/private management part-
nerships to fully take root and blossom. 

Prior to the new ruling, for example, 
the IRS had stipulated that the terms of 
these agreements could not exceed five 
years and that municipalities, if they 
wished to do so, could terminate these 
contracts without financial penalty after 
only three years. Conditions like these 

have discouraged many man-
agement companies from under-
taking capital improvements 
and other long-term efforts to 
improve in the operation of the 
facilities they're managing. 

Under the new ruling, the 
ceiling on the term of such con-
tracts has been extended up to 
15 years. It also softens the "can-

Angelo Palermo 

percent of the management fee 
must now be periodic fixed fee. 
In all cases, automatic increases 
in these fees may be tied to 
increases in the Consumer 
Price Index and other such ex-
ternal factors that are not linked 
directly to the financial perfor-
mance of the golf facility. 

The impact of these changes 
cellation without compensation" provi-
sions in the old law and liberalizes some 
of the old formulas that were used to 
calculate the various ways in which man-
agement firms could be compensated. 

The new ruling affects current as well 
as future management agreements. For 
example, a municipality with a golf course 
now being operated under a five-year 
management agreement can extend that 
agreement for up to another 10 years. 

The new compensation formulas will 
stabilize fees for these longer-term agree-
ments. More specifically, fee payments 
to those management companies that land 
15-year contracts must — under the new 
ruling — be at least 95 percent "periodic 
fixed fee." This means that 95 percent of 
the fee must be a stated dollar amount 
each month. Under the old ruling, only 50 
percent of the management fee had to be 
predetermined at a fixed rate. 

For 10-year agreements, at least 80 

will be far reaching for both municipali-
ties and management firms. 

For example, knowing that they no longer 
have to renegotiate their management con-
tracts every five years may encourage more 
municipalities to consider the option of 
retaining a professional management firm. 
Management firms also now have a greater 
opportunity to build their business portfo-
lios and to do so at less financial risk. 

The new IRS ruling should also increase 
municipal bond-buyer confidence be-
cause municipalities that choose to re-
tain a management company can now 
offer bond holders the added degree of 
certainty that comes with a long-term 
management agreement. 

For more information on the new ruling 
and/or a copy of Procedure 97-13, contact 
Lorreta J. Finger in the IRS's Office of 
Assistant Chief Counsel for Financial Insti-
tutions and Products. She can be reached 
in Washington, D.C., at 202-622-3980. 
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then with course architect Orrin Smith. 
When Smith retired in 1955, Mr. Zikorus 
took over the practice. He was elected a 
member of the American Society of Golf 
Course Architects in 1969. 

Most of his work was in the Northeast 
and included new designs and renova-
tions of all descriptions. Among the 
courses he designed are Tunxis Planta-
tion Country Club CC in Farmington, 
Conn.; Twin Hills CC in Longmeadow, 
Mass.; Heritage Village Golf Course GC 
in Southbury, Conn.; and Timberlin GC 
in Town of Berlin, Conn. 

REQUESTS FOR 
PROPOSALS 

TURFGRASS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE/ 
MANAGEMENT AGENT 

Penn State Cooperative Extension is seeking an individual to 
plan, implement, conduct and evaluate Extension educational 
programs in the broad areas of turfgrass culture and manage-
ment, working with commercial and residential lawn care firms, 
industrial, commercial, and residential grounds managers, mu-
nicipal park and open space management, athletic field manag-
ers, golf course operators and sod producers. Identify problems, 
opportunities and educational needs of clientele in the multi-
county area of Schuylkill, Northampton, Lehigh, Berks, Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia. This posi-
tion will be based in Delaware County. Preference will be given 
to candidates who have one or more degrees in Agronomy, 
Turfgrass Science, Soil Science, Plant Science or Horticulture. 
A Master's degree is preferred, but candidates with BS and 
evidence of successful programming, etc. will be considered. 
Candidates who have related work experience in turf produc-
tion, turf or grounds maintenance, garden center operations or 
other related experience are encouraged to apply. Candidates 
should possess effective program development, teaching and 
evaluation skills, and demonstrate positive human relations and 
effective communication skills. Salary will be commensurate 
with education and experience. Delaware County Cooperative 
Extension is a unit of Penn State and offers a competitive salary 
and a liberal benefits package. The closing date for accepting 
resumes and applications is August 20,1997 or until a suitable 
candidate is found. Applications are available by writing or 
calling Human Resource Services (814) 863-3452, Box DETG6, 
307 Agricultural Administration Building, The Pennsylvania 
State University, University Park, PA 16802. An Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Women and Minorities 
Encouraged to Apply. 

HELP WANTED 

Requests for Proposals for operation of 
Paradise Valley Golf Course and Rancho 
Solano Golf Course, two premier 18-hole 
municipal golf courses located in the City 
of Fairfield, Fairfield, California. Fairfield is 
a growing city of 90,000 located along 
Interstate 80, midway between San Fran-
cisco and Sacramento (approximately 40 
miles from each city). RFP deadline date, 
September 15,1997. For RFP information 
contact Patricia, (707) 428-7466. 

HELP WANTED 
WORLD CLASS EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITES 
The #1 golf course management company 
is seeking world-class training superinten-
dents. The fast-trackers to promote within 
our company. The Northeast Region is 
looking to fill positions at Pelham/Split Rock, 
Silver Lake-NY City properties, others 
throughout the states of: Michigan, New 
Jersey, Virginia and Pennsylvania. Please 
fax or mail resume to: Dean Wochaski, 
CGCS, Director of Maintenance, Ameri-
can Golf Corporation, 6904 Salisbury Road, 
Maumee, OH 43537, Fax: 419-867-8547. 

GOLF IRRIGATION SERVICES 
The ICS IrrlLink Network offers excellent 
opportunities across the US for golf irrigation 
professionals. State-of-the-art irrigation de-
sign, re-engineering of existing systems, con-
trol system maintenance, and field services 
support. Excellent central business support, 
training and proprietary products. Start im-
mediately! Call Mr. Craig Smith at (800)782-
9938. 

*EXTRA INCOME '97* 
Earn $200-$500 weekly mailing travel bro-
chures. For more information send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to: 
Seabreeze Travel, PO Box 0188, Miami, 
FL 33261. 

HELP WANTED 
National golf construction firm is seeking 
qualified project managers, shapers, irri-
gation personnel. Submit resume to envi-
ronmental golf; 24121 Ventura Blvd., 
Calabasas, CA 91302. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Shapers needed in Asia. Min. 5 yrs. expe-
rience. Send resume with references to 
World Golf Group, 9 Music Square S. #277, 
Nashville, TN 37203; or Fax: (615)321-
0384. 

SHAPERS WANTED 
Golf Course Construction Shapers 
Needed. Must be willing to travel. Fax 
resume and date available to 616-547-
7009. 

SERVICES 

AS-BUILDS FOR IRRIGATION 
CONTRACTORS 

Have IPM Systems custom map your as-
build requirements using GPS technology. 
Experienced personnel perform ANY job, 
ANYwhere. An accurate and fast mea-
surement of your construction site is only a 
phone call away. CONTACT IPM SYS-
TEMS, INC. at: 800/380-0718. 

IRRIGATION CONSULTING 
For Renovations or New Const. 

Certified, Field Experienced, Nationwide 
Rainbird - Toro - Legacy 

Reasonable Fees 
Contractors: we draft as-builts 
Golf Engineering Associates 

602-863-7770 

FOR SALE 

FORE BETTER GOLF 

• Yardage Cart Books 
• Scorecards 
• Laser Measuring 
• Yardage Books 
• Sprinkler Tagging 
• Yardage Markers 

800-468-8672 • Fax: 630-893-0455 

We'll Seal Your Lake 
Empty or Full! 

ESS-13 Eliminates 
The Need For A 

Synthetic Lake Liner 

P.O. Box 51177 
Phoenix, Arizona 85076-1177 

800-214-9640 Fax 602-829-1106 

Since 1958 

RAIN BIRD EQUIPMENT 
New Legacy Golf Distributor has left over/ 
demo Rain Bird Golf products. Maxi Nimbus 
package $8,500-, Mims from $800-, Rabun 
Labs (Storm Watch) from $600-, Site Survey 
Kit $600-, Master II $1,500-, Links Master, 
Weathermaticand Pierce. Call BobatTieco 
(205)533-9387. 

FLAGS AND POLES 
Save as much as 40% on personalized 
flags. Save also on flagpoles and other 
items. Fast, personal service guaranteed. 
1-800-476-7005, Four Seasons Golf 
Company, Greensboro, NC. 

ARCH STYLE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Build it yourself and save money! For cart 
and equipment storage. Factory direct. 
Save money on buildings in stock. 30 x 40; 
40 x 50; 42 x 76; 51 x 90. Easy to erect. 
Archway Steel Buildings: 1-800-344-
2724. 

PIPE LOCATOR 
Inexpensive. Locates, traces underground 
drain, water pipelines of clay, PVC, ABS, 
steel, cement. Finds lateral lines & tree 
roots. Bloch & Co. Box 18058 Cleveland, 
OH 44118. (216)371-0979. 

ENVIRONMENTALLY BENEFICIAL 
BIOFORMULAS for green water & quality 
control & turf fertilizer. Keep water clean, 
greens green naturally. 25 years of re-
search & field experience. California 
Biolabs, division of ERI. Fax:(805)383-
4421; Phone:(805)383-4422. 

SOLID BRONZE SIGNAGE 

• Yardage Markers 
• Tee Signs 

• 100, 150, 200 
• Commemorative 
• Laser Measuring 
• Sprinkler Tagging 
• Yardage Books 

FROM TEE TO GREEN, INC. 
(800) 932-5223 

Fax: (219) 637-6874 

POND & LAKE 
LINERS 

• Buy Direct from fabricator 20, 30, 40 mil 
PVC, Hypalon, HDPE, & P.P. 

• Custom fabricated panels of up to 
25,000 S.F. available. 

• Material Only, Material & Supervision, 
or Complete Installation service. 

1-800-524-8672 
1062 Singing Hills Road • Parker, CO 80134 

303-841-2022 • Fax 303-841-5780 


