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Public Golf Forum

The industry’s annual conference focusing on public-
access golf scheduled for Chicago in October ....... 3

Consolidation Games

Management firms continue to grow nationwide. See
our company chart and special section ............ 43-52

NEW GRASS IN THE WILDERNESS
Assistant superintendent Charlie Riger spreads out PF-11
sprigs on a green at Wilderness Country Club. PF-11 is
one of two Bermudagrasses that superintendent Paul
Frank has discovered on the Florida course. See Super
Focus on page 14.

Stressed Out!

Superintendents and their turf living

too close to the edge, say researchers

By MARK LESLIE
MONTREAL — Declaring that “pre-stress condi-

Rolling Greens Photography

HIGH-PROFILE DEBUT
Afterconsiderable ballyhoo, The Sanctuary—the
first solo project from architect Jim Engh —
opens next month in Castle Rock, Colo. Engh
spoke with GCN about the project, his career
and design philosophies. See page 31.

tioning” will be the new buzz word in turfgrass man-
agement, Dr. Joseph DiPaola told Canadian superin-
tendents here they should develop long-term
agronomic plans for their golf courses.

Speaking at the Canadian Golf Superintendents
Association’s International Turfgrass Conference and
Trade Show, DiPaola said: “Our job is very simply to
grow tomorrow’s turf today. We have to be in a
position of putting plants in place for next month, for
next summer, well in advance of stress...

“The heads-up is that we are going to be hearing
more about pre-stress conditioning... We don’t have
all the answers right now. But we've got better an-
swers today than we had five or 10 years ago. We can

GolfSouth finds partner anc
funding source in Clublink

By HAL PHILLIPS ing its alliance with

Continued on page 24

GREENVILLE,S.C.—To
compete for today’s course
operations contracts, it
takes more than for-profit
management credentials. It
takes deep pockets.

The pockets at GolfSouth
LLC just got deeper follow-

Canada’s only publicly
owned golf course com-
pany, ClubLink. ClubLink
and the founders of
GolfSouth — N. Barton
Tuck, Jr. and Derrell E.
Hunter — have agreed the
Toronto-based firm will ini-
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tially fund certain capital for
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improve its effec-
tiveness and
utility. See sto-
ries, page 13.

GolfSouth through loans.
The pact also gives
ClubLink an option to ac-
quire the shares held by
Tuck and Hunter in ex-
change for ClubLink shares.

For ClubLink, which
operates six private clubs
in Ontario, the alliance
meansatoehold in the U.S.
market. For GolfSouth, it
means the ability to com-
pete with the increasing
number of management
companies which boast
built-in funding sources.
Among those firms hell-
bent on acquisition are
Santa Monica, Calif.-based

Continued on page 52

Course taking shape atop
Montana Superfund site

By MARK LESLIE

ANACONDA, Mont. —
It'salegend before its own
time, designed by a leg-
end in his own time. Old
Works Golf Course won't

NEWSPAPER

open until May 31, yet it
has already made its mark:
A Superfund cleanup site,
which Jack Nicklaus called
“one of the ugliest proper-
ties I've ever seen,” trans-
formed into a golf course
that builder Chip Roe
lauded as “breathtaking.”
The former copper mine
closed more than 90 years
ago, but left behind a
legacy of arsenic over its
250 acres. Turning it from
a moonscape-like waste-
land into a safe golf course
Continued on page 34

PGA Tour, Deere
ink 3-tiered deal

By HAL PHILLIPS

MOLINE, Ill — In a deal that impacts
three distinct segments of the golf industry, John
Deere hasreached an unprecedented nine-year agree-
ment with the PGA Tour to provide turf equipment to
the Tournament Players Club (TPC) network of
courses, assume title sponsorship of the Quad City
Classic and provide 385 acres for a new TPC course
development here.

The nine-year partnership — comprising three
consecutive 3-year leases — was announced at an
April 2 news conference at Deere’s world headquar-
ters.

Other golf industry corporations have associated
themselves with professional tour events, including
The Scott Company’s sponsorship of The Tradition,
Continued on page 55




Deere/PGA

Continved from page 1

a Senior PGA Tour stop. How-
ever, the Deere deal goes several
steps further. Indeed, it’s one of
thelongestsponsorship agreement
ever entered into by the PGA Tour.

“It’s a fantastic deal,” said Clair
Peterson, Deere’s manager of ad-
vertising and promotion for Golf
& Turf Products. “Obviously, the
Tour was interested in stabilizing
the PGA Tour event that's been
played in the Quad Cities for 26
years. But it was really a result of
both parties meeting objectives.
We've been a presenting sponsor
of the Quad City Classic for two
years. The PGA Tour was looking
for a title sponsor. We challenged
each other to see what else we
could achieve.”

Most important to Deere’s Golf
& Turf Products Division is the
maintenance component, which
makes the Moline, Ill.-based com-
pany the official course equipment
supplier to the PGA Tour’s 15
owned and operated courses.
Lease financing will be provided
by John Deere Credit.

“I don’t think people know a
great deal about leasing equip-
ment,” said Peterson. “Our leas-
ing plan allows the TPC courses,
as it allows any course, to stay
current. With leasing, you no
longer have a graveyard of old
equipment that has outlived its
use. After four years, it becomes
very expensive to properly main-
tain equipment. Leasing really fits
in with the industry trend towards
containing maintenance costs.”

Cal Roth, director of mainte-
nance operations for the PGA
Tour’s TPC courses, said he sees
definite advantages to leasing ar-
rangements like the one outlined
in the new agreement. “You're
upgrading to new technology,”
said Roth, “which is changing rap-
idly. I think that’s one of the key
advantages. There is also some
savings in operational costs if
you're managing afleeton athree-
year basis. You're not going to get
the larger expenses for repairs.”

Roth said TPC golf course main-
tenance crews have historically
used mostly Jacobsen machinery.
The new agreement between
Deere, the PGATourand the Quad
City Classic changes that.

“The switch has been a tough
part of the transition,” said Roth,
“from a company we've done
business with for a long time, to
a new company. They (Deere)
have high-quality people and I'm
looking forward to working with
them. The equipment part of the
transaction is a positive aspect.
It's a very exciting and signifi-
cant proposal for both of us.”

“It’s important to realize,”
Peterson said, “that this isn’t
merely a deal for John Deere
Golf & Turf. The specific turf
equipment aspect is important,
but this is a complete corporate
commitment. It's Deere agricul-
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tural. It's Deere industrial. It's
Deere financial services. It's
Deere health care. It’s a unique
situation that probably wouldn’t
have happened if we didn’t have
a PGA Tour event so close to our
corporate headquarters.”

Come 1999, the Tour event will
take place even closer to head-
quarters — 2 miles, to be precise.
The new TPC course, called the
TPC at Deere Run, will be located

SUPPLIER BUSINESS

on land once owned by the Hewitt
family, direct descendants of com-
pany founder John Deere. The site
overlooks the Rock River.
Three-time Quad City cham-
pion D.A. Weibring and his firm,
Dallas-based Golf Resources,
Inc., will design the course.
Ground will be broken this
spring, using Deere equipment.
“It’s going to be instant champi-
onship golf,” said Maury Miller of

Plusiteriilizer

Golf Resources. Golf Resources
has worked closely with the Tour
design staff in creating the 7,030-
yard layout. The front nine will
play through rolling pastureland
dotted with giant mature oak trees,
according to Miller, while the back
will wind along bluffs overlook-
ing theriver and down to the river.
The closing four holes have been
set up in the same area overlook-
ing the river. Tournament golfers

will be able to see their opponents
playing adjacent holes and hear

the roar of the galleries.
“It'sasdynamic a siteasyou're
going to find in this area,” said
Miller. “Anytime you get near a
river in the Midwest, the topog-
raphy gets more dramatic. It's
one of those mature sites, with ma-
ture trees, some of it right on the
banks of the Rock River. It’s like
Continued on page 60
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CALENDAR

April

14 — USGA Green Section Regional
Seminar in Orlando, Fla. Contact 908-
234-2300.

17 — USGA Green Section Regional
Seminar in Orlando, Fla. Contact 908-
234-2300.

22 — USGA Green Section Regional
Seminar in Nashville, Tenn. Contact 908-
234-2300.

30 — GCSAA Seminar on Turforass
Ecology in San Diego. *

May
1— GCSAA Seminar on Turfgrass Stress
Management in San Diego. *
5-7 — 51st Annual Southeastern
Turfgrass Conference in Tifion, Ga. Con-
tact Dr. Wayne Hanna at 912-386-3360.

July
29 — Midwest Regional Turf Field Day
in West Lafayette, Ind. Contact Midwest
Regional Turf Foundation at 317-494-8039.

September
4-5 — Southwest Horticultural Trade
Show in Phoenix.

November
4-7 — Turf and Grounds Exposition in
Syracuse, N.¥. Contact 800-873-8873.

1998

January
20-22 — Midwest Turf Expo in India-
napolis. Contact Bev Bratton at 765-494-
8039.

February

19-23 — Club Managers Association of

America World Conference in Las Vegas.
Contact Tamara Tyrell at 703-739-9500.

* For more information contact the
GCSAA Education Office at 800-472-7878.

Golf Course
Marketplace

To reserve space in this section, call Diana Costello-Lee, 207-846-0600

e ENVIRONMENTALLY-safe & effective
* BIOFORMULAS will keep ponds clean and
control green-scummy water.
* TURF also responds to “Bio-Grow”, a :
proven bioformula for natural growth & beauty

24 years of environmental experience.
* No toxins or chemicals.

Enviro-Reps International L.L.C.
Used and appreciated worldwide.
805-383-4422 « fax 805-383-4421
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Contact Your Local Distributor or Call Us
Toll Free 1 (800) 422-4748

Deere/PGA Tour

Continued from page 55

something out of a book.”

The new TPC at Deere Run course is
scheduled to be finished by fall 1998 and
ready for play in 1999 to host the new
1999 John Deere Classic.

“For me, one of the exciting things about
this project is, there will be a TPC right
here in Moline, in the heart of the Midwest
— open to the public,” said Peterson. “The
other neat thing about this project: We've
held annual meetings each summer — we
call them ‘Feedback Days’ — when super-
intendents come to Moline to evaluate
equipment. A local course has been kind
enough to make its course available in the
past, but now we’ll have a place to hold
evaluation meetings, test equipment, etc.”

Often scheduled opposite marquee
events like the Ryder and Presidents cups,
the Quad City Classic has existed in rela-
tive obscurity for 26 years. The Deere
agreement — with its high-profile spon-
sorship and new tournament site —
should transform the event. The Quad
City has also switched places with the
Anheuser-Busch tournament at
Kingsmill, netting the Deere event a prime
July spot following the Western Open.
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LAVINATED BRIDGES

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR
Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S.
« Complete Prefabricated Packages « Ready for Fast Erection

o Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S.  « Custom Design & Engineering

CALL 800-777-8648

8 P.0O. Box A e Morrisville, NC 27560
Tel. 919/467-6155 ¢ FAX 919/469-2536

www.enwood.com
—
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PAVELEC BROTHERS

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

\ New Construction
\ Renovation
V Field Drainage Systems

TONY PAVELEC

(201) 667-1643

EMIL PAVELEC 98 Evergreen Ave.
(201) 939-6182 Nutley, NJ 07110
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Get the jump on your competition by subscribing to the

Golf Course News Development Letter

This twice-monthly newsletter...
« tracks golf course projects under consideration
across the nation
* is packed with news items detailing where and
when projects will be undertaken, and by whom
* is just $195 for a year’s subscription

For more information contact
Editor Peter Blais at 207/846-0600

Grounds
Management
Software
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DIRTY BIRDS a PROBLEM??
Scare them away with harmless,
APPROVED, ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE
BIRD CONTROL NOISEMAKERS

UNIQUE, MORE DISCREET PRODUCTS
ESPECIALLY FOR GOLF COURSES
near residential areas are available.

We CAN help solve your bird problems.
CALL TODAY: 1-800-582-8843
JPF Distributors
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IMS * TURES
« Budget & Expense Tracking
« Inventory, PO's & Fuel Reporting
« Personnel & Labor Records
« Equipment Maint. & Work Orders
» Chemical & Fertilizer Records
« Microsoft Office Connectivity
« Setup Wizards & Audio Prompts
» Autocad Connectivity
¢ Internet Access

Don't WAIT ANOTHER MINUTE! Call or Write for a FREE Demo Disk
You can now read about TRIMS ‘97 & TRIMS Software International, Inc.
download the TRIMS ‘97 Demo Disk for 3110 N. 19th Avenue, #190
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95 from our Phoenix, AZ 85015

IMS ADD-O ONS
« TRIMS Tree Inventory
o TRIMS T&0O MSDS Library

Now with
Microsoft

Office
Connectivity!

Web Site at http://ww.trims.com (800) 60-TRIMS « (602) 277-8027

P.O. Box 806
119 40th St. NE

46““&&7‘; fon;;gy:;.M
STEADFAST BRIDGES

“DELIVERED ACROSS AMERICA™

PEDESTRIAN AND SINGLE LANE
VEHICULAR BRIDGES
ENGINEERED AND FABRICATED
TO YOUR SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS. CLEAR SPANS
TO 220 FEET AVAILABLE IN MOST
OF OUR STYLES. FACTORY

IRECT.
DIREC "I

1-800-749-7515

10' 6" X 250' CONNECTOR SERIES
ADMIRALS COVE * JUPITER, FL
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