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Frank’s Bermudagrasses beat the odds — heat, drought, intrusion...

By GORDON WITTEVEEN ol L R R T

APLES, Fla. — It quickly be-
N comes obvious that Paul Frank

is a man of the earth. His
weathered tan indicates a long-time
association with the land, the plants
and the wildlife. It all started when, as a
youngster, he helped his father with
the farm chores and, in the process,
developed a love for nature. The Franks
raised cattle on their Florida home-
stead and, through hard work, pros-
pered.

In the early 1970s, father and son
decided to turn the farm into a golf
course. With the help of architect
Arthur Hills, they created Wilderness
Golf Club and Paul Frank became the
first and only superintendent. A quarter o : R e
century later, it is hard to imagine that b 4 ; : ; N
this golf course was once a farm. The >

holes seem to have been carved from a S - An advantage of Paul Frank’s PF-11 is that it does not allow 419 to intrude

tropical forest, and the ponds appear to O into a green, even after 12 years.

be natural extensions of the nearby

Everglades. God made it so, but with a stolon of Bermudagrass turf. because the rest of the green was in

lot of help from Frank. “See,” he said, “look how vigorous it poor condition. He took a few sprigs
A tour with Frank of his golf course is,” pointing at the sprouting grass from this patch and planted them in a

proves he is no ordinary superinten- plant and the tiny leaf blades growing at flower pot in his office. Within eight

dent. We stop frequently and get down every node. weeks, the new grass had overgrown

on our hands and knees to inspect the Twelve years ago, during a particu- the flower pot.

grass. On a particular green, Frank larly bad time for any kind of grass to Realizing he had found something

gets out his long, pointed jack knife survive, Frank noted a patch of green new and unusual, Frank transplanted

and pries into the soil, carefully lifting a  grass on his 11th green. It stood out the contents of the pot to a 2-foot-

square tray. The
new grass quickly
filled in the tray,
and from there it
was only a small
step to a plot in
the nursery.
Eventually, the
11th green was entirely converted to
the new grass. And, since that time, five
additional greens have been resprigged
as well.

Frank baptized the new hybrid
Bermuda, “PF-11" — the initials of its
discoverer and the place of its birth, the
11th at Wilderness.

Several of the greens at Wilderness
have become shaded by the growing
trees that surround them. The PF-11
appears to stand up well to these
conditions and its vigor is undeniable.
It is such a strong grass that there is
not 419 Bermudagrass intrusion into
the PF-11 green that has been in place
for more than 12 years. A golf ball rolls
smoothly on the PF-11 greens, but then
the other greens putt just as well.

We stop at yet another green and again
inspect the grass. “Close your eyes,” he
said. “Now feel the grass, touch it, gently
slide your fingers back and forth. Now,
does that not feel like bentgrass?”
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Paul Frank
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By now I have become com-
pletely hypnotized by his voice
and his overpowering personal-
ity. Quack grass would have felt
like bent, so I readily agree with
him. But when I get out of my
trance, I can see for myself the
fine-leafed Bermuda doesindeed
look like a light-colored
bentgrass. Certain that he has
discovered yet another turf vari-
ety, the new grass has been bap-
tized PF-BB (Paul Frank-Bent
Bermuda).

It would be easy to dismiss
Frank’s experiments and obser-
vation with grass as the machi-
nations of an overzealous super-
intendent. But he is no ordinary
superintendent. Frank lives in a
bungalow on the property, along
with 300 members in condomini-
ums scattered throughout. He has
asmall plane atanearby airport so
hecaninspecthisranch near Cork-
screw Sanctuary.

He practically owns the
course. The property is on a 99-
year lease to the members, which
is better than ownership, accord-
ing to Frank. Whereas all 300
members at Wildernesslive in con-
dominium flats scattered through-
out the property, Frank and his
wife live in a bungalow with a
Mercedes in the driveway.

Twice a month Frank attends
directors’ meetings at Barnett
Bank. The question goes beg-
ging, why would a man so well
blessed with the fruits of his la-
bor be interested in sprigs of
Bermuda turf? To say he loves
grass does not seem adequate,
but there is no other explana-
tion.

Frank also loves the natural
environment at Wilderness. Like
many Florida superintendents,
he is very knowledgeable about
plant and animal life. He knows
all the common names of most
species, and, in many cases, the
Latin names as well. Long be-
fore it became popular for golf
courses to become associated
with Audubon International,
Frank practiced conservation. A
dead tree in the middle of the
16th fairway has been a home to
woodpeckers and a place for bald
eagles to perch for more than 16
years.

Frank enjoys a close relation-
ship with Jay Staton, the golf
professional at Wilderness.
Staton never goes golfing with-
out his Pentax camera, which is
equipped with a 400 mm tele-
scopiclens. The walls in the club-
house are decorated with his
photographs of the wildlife that
inhabits the Wilderness pre-
serve. There are pictures of bald
eagles, limpkins, ospreys and
even bobcats.

LR

Like all south Florida superin-
tendents, Frank yearly faces the
question of whether to overseed
Bermuda turf with cool-season
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grasses, or to simply leave it
alone and let the Northern golf-
ers play on native turf. The prob-
lem is, when cool nights occur,
the Bermuda turns off-color and
golfers conclude there must be
something wrong with the
greens. The golfers at Wilder-
ness respect their
superintendent’s knowledge and
accept his decision not to
overseed the greens nor the fair-
ways. On the tees, Frank com-
promises and overseeds with poa
trivialis.

At nearby Royal Poinciana,
Gary Grigg follows the same
regimen. The greens have all
been resprigged with a new hy-
brid variety called Quality. The
Bermuda greens provide a slick
putting surface and tight lies on
fairways.

Steve Durand, superintendent
at Quail Creek, has overseeded
greens, tees and fairways in ac-
cordance with his members’
wishes. Quail Creek is a sea of
green. It looks magnificent, but
the overseeded greens tend to
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common turf diseases including fairy ring. With 2
to 3 weeks residual (versus 1 week), its unique class
of chemistry is ideal for resistance management
rotated with other fungicides. It also tank mixes
with many other turf products.
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PROSTAR' Fungicide controls

be alittle slower than their Ber-
muda cousins, and the raised
lies on the beautifully groomed
fairways make it possible for
the older golfers to “get at the
ball.”

Tim Hiers, at Colliers Re-
serve in Naples, would like for
his golfers to putt on Bermuda
greens, but he is not satisfied
with the quality of the present
turf. Therefore, he is experi-
menting with Quality, and it
looks promising on his practice
green.

rwn Path And DoIIr
Give You Two Choices.

pot

All supers agree that North-
ern grasses have a place on their
tees, but most would prefer to
play hybrid Bermuda fairways
and greens if only their North-
ern golfers would let them.

And then there is Paul Frank
at Wilderness. The man who dis-
covered his very own grass and
does not have enough of it to
accommodate all 18 greens. His
golfers are patient and willing to
wait. The remaining seven
greens will be sprigged with PF-
11 in the summer of 1997.

Prevent them with
ProStar and ProStar Plus.

PROSTAR" PLUS™ Fungicide controls both
brown patch and dollarspot. A premix that utilizes
the lowest labeled rates of PROSTAR"and Bayleton),
the combined “synergistic” action is more effective
than either agent alone. And it provides up to 30
days protection, even at these lowest labeled

component rates.

PROSTAR and PROSTAR PLUS both have
premeasured water-soluble packaging. Both are
non-phytotoxic to all fine turfgrasses, and neither
will interfere with growth regulator programs.

Go with the obvious choice for best results.
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