IN BRIEF

CULLMAN, Texas — The Cullman
Municipal Golf Course has reopened
after a three-month shutdown caused
by harsh winter kill. The 18-hole
course was forced to close July 1 in
order to repair the fairways and greens.
New tee markers and other landscap-
ing improvements were also part of

the renovations.
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AUGUSTA, Ga. — The Augusta
National Golf Club has rebuilt three
more of its greens to U.S. Golf Asso-
ciation specifications. The greens were
dug up and applied with a layer of
sand, clay and rocks to improve drain-
age and then restored to their original
condition. In other modifications, a
mound behind the No. 2 green was

leveled to increase seating.
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CLEARWATER, Fla. — The West
Florida Distribution Center for the E-
Z-GO Div. of Textron has moved its
offices here. E-Z-GO distribution can
now be reached at 5325 140th Ave.
North, Clearwater, Fla. 34620. Phone:
800-896-0601. Fax: 800-896-0601.

NEWS
Hurdzan to receive GCSAA President’s Award

AS VEGAS — Golf course archi-
I tect Michael Hurdzan has been
selected to receive the 1997 Golf
Course Superintendents Association of
America (GCSAA) most prestigious envi-
ronmental honor, the President’s Award
for Environmental Leadership.
The award was established in 1991 to
recognize “an exceptional environmental
contribution to the game of golf: a contri-

bution that further exemplifies the golf
course superintendent’s image as a stew-
ard of the land.”

GCSAA President Bruce R. Williams
will present the award to Hurdzan during
the Government and Environmental Gen-
eral Session, Feb. 9, during the 68th In-
ternational Golf Course Conference and
Show in Las Vegas. Hurdzan is only the
second individual to receive the award,

Dr. Michael
Hurdzan has
gotten in touch
with his thrill-
seeking side on
the Sports Car
Club of Amer-
ica racing cir-
cuit . For story
on how the
good doctor
has fared, see
page 35.

joining superintendent Tim Hiers of
Collier’s Reserve Country Club in Naples,
Fla. Both Hiers and Hurdzan are mem-
bers of the Golf Course News Editorial
Advisory Board.

One of Hurdzan’s mostcelebrated course
designs is Widow’s Walk Golf Course in
Scituate, Mass., a facility planned in coop-
eration with environmental advocates. The
course promotes water conservation, wet-
lands preservation, wildlife habitat and in-
tegrated pest management practices. Nu-
merous other Hurdzan courses have
received environmental recognition, includ-
ing Eagle’s Landing in Ocean City, Md.;
Naples National in Naples, Fla.; Cook’s
Creek in Circleville, Ohio; and Westwood
Plateau in Coquitlam, B.C., Canada.

“GCSAA is truly pleased to recognize
Michael’s achievements,” Williams said.
“His commitment to designing environ-
mentally sensitive golf courses and his
contributions to the golf course superin-
tendent profession are exemplary.”

“This award validates the whole nature
of collective stewardship, and that all of
us in the golf industry can make as great
a contribution as golf course superinten-
dents do on a daily basis,” Hurdzan said.

Study indicates growth, predicts more

By PETER BLAIS

UPITER, Fla. — A recently
' released National Golf
Foundation study details a gener-
ally healthy golf business over the past 10
years, especially for the public golf mar-
ket, and predicts continued good health
well into the next century.

Three major national trends emerged
over the past decade, thanks in large part to
the effect of aging Baby Boomers on the
golf market, according to 7rends in the Golf
Industry: 1986-1995,

¢ Growth in golfers and rounds played
was concentrated during the period 1986
to 1991. Since 1991, participation and
rounds played have been stable.

e Growth in the rate of overall spend-
ing on fees and equipment has exceeded
the rate of inflation over the period.

e Growth in golf course development
activity lagged behind growth in golf pa-
ticipation in the 1980s. Since 1991, this
trend has reversed and growth rates in
participationnow lag behind growth rates
in development activity.

The last is particularly interesting.
While golf participation increased signifi-
cantly between 1986 and 1991, golf course
development expanded relatively slowly.
Tough lending practices, brought on by
the failure of many residential communi-
ties in the 1980s, made it difficult for golf
developers to obtain financing. Conse-
quently, courses were delayed and
projects stuck in planning reached an all-
time high in 1990.

After 1990, lending practices loosened
somewhat and more specialized golflend-
ers entered the business. Spurred on by
the participation increases of the late 1980s,
the growth of public golf and easier money,
new course openings accelerated through
the 1990s, hitting a record 468 in 1995.

Public golf (especially daily-fee) led
the upsurge, according to NGF. From
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1986 on, 80 percent of new course open-
ings were either daily-fee or municipal,
reaching 86 percent in 1995. Four out of
five of those new public layouts were pri-
vately-owned, daily-fee operations with just
one in five of the municipal variety. Since
1986, the proportion of public courses na-
tionwide has grown from 61 percent to 69
percent of the total U.S. course supply.

Overall, golf course supply has grown
more slowly than the number of golfers
during the past 10 years. The 2,037 new
courses built from 1986 to 1995 repre-
sented a 1.6-percent annual growth rate.
Golfers grew 2.6 percent during the same
period. However, from 1991 to 1995 the
trend reversed itself with the pace of new
course development outstripping the
growth in golfers. 5

“These trends seem to support the no-
tion that golf markets tend to correct
themselves over time, moving toward a
balance between demand and supply,”
the NGF report advises. “However, in the
short-term, over-saturation may already
be a reality or may be a legitimate possi-
bility. Over the next several years, devel-
opment success will come to those who
find the appropriate market niches by
building golf courses to well-identified
segments of the market.

Continued on page 34
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Fast-release N fertilizers leach nitrates
and threaten groundwater. N-SURE®
contains our patented, non-burning
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