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Skin Preparation 

Glenn Martin has readied Rancho La Quinta CC for 
Daly &Woods: The longest Skins Game ever 21 

Design & Liability 
Can golf holes be trademarked? Is your course re-
sponsible for emergency-vehicle access? 37 

JURASSIC GOLF? 
Not exactly, but the new nine at Puddicombe-designed Dinosaur Trail Golf & Country Club in 
Drumheller, Alberta, Canada, is other-worldly. For story, see page 35. 

Industry experts believe combating course van-
dalism requires more community involvement, 
not higher fences. For the story on this ail-too 
common problem, see page 17. 

OF PIPES & PALMS 
The PGA Club at The Reserve celebrated its Audubon Sig-
nature status with pomp & circumstance. See page 54. 

VANDALISM: A COMMUNITY ISSUE 

Easy credit 

drives GATX 
out of golf? 
By P E T E R B LAI S 

SAN FRANCISCO — In 
an ironic response to the 
improving financial climate 
for golf course develop-
ment, GATX Capital Corp. 
will no longer make golf 
course loans, according to 
Vice President Roy Powell. 

GATX has traditionally 
loaned money in high lever-
age, high rate-of-return situ-
ations that traditional lend-
ers [banks] typically shun, 
Powell said. GATX and com-
panies like them were one 
of the few sources of capital 
during the late 1980s and 
early 1990s when traditional 
lenders, scared off by the 
depressed real-estate mar-
ket, shied away from mak-
ing golf-related loans. 

Continued on page 35 

Big Fish/Little Fish: Jacobsen absorbs Bunton 
By H A L P H I L L I P S 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — If you believe con-
solidation indicates a healthy industry, 
the golf course business just got healthier. 

In a move company officials claim will 
"increase its leadership role in the turf-
maintenance industry," Racine, Wis.-based 
Jacobsen Division of Textron, Inc. has 
acquired the Bunton Company, a manu-
facturer of turf equipment based here. 

No significant upheaval is expected at 
Bunton in the near future, according to 
Bill Robson, interim general manager 
here at the firm's Louisville headquar-

ters. For the time being, Jacobsen dis-
tributors will handle Jake products and 
Bunton distributors will handle Bunton 
products, he said. 

"That doesn't mean that if a Jacobsen 
distributor wanted to sell Bunton, we 
wouldn't look at it," said Robson. "But 
right at the moment, nothing will change." 

With approximately 100 employees, 
Bunton's 1995 sales were $19 million. 
According to Herb Henkel, Textron presi-
dent of industrial products, Bunton's fa-
cility and employees will remain in Ken-

Continued on page 48 
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MEADOWBROOK BUYS NAGI, GRI 

Operations biz 
has new player 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — New-kid-
on-the-block Meadowbrook Golf 
Group has suddenly become a major 
golf course management company with 
its recent purchases of Chicago-based 
North American Golf Inc. (NAGI) and 
California-based Golf Resources Inc. 
(GRI) giving it 25 courses nationwide. 

Effective Oct. 1,1996, North Ameri-
can Golf began operating as the East-
ern Division of 2-year-old Meadow-
brook Golf Management. An exchange 
of stock was expected to occur by Nov. 
1, with a final closing on the transac-
tion scheduled for January 1, 1997. 

Meadowbrook expects to close this 
month on a similar transaction with 

Continued on page 41 
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Compost: A 
top-drawer 
top-dresser 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

GLENVIEW, 111. — Sci-
entists can't explain ex-
actly why it works, but it 
does, and compost is gain-
ing popularity among golf 
course superintendents as 
a top-dressing and divot-
mix application. 

"It definitely works, for 
whatever reason; it's being 
used more widely all the 
time," said Dr. Eric Nelson 
of Cornell University. 
"There is a qualitative 
change that happens in the 
soil but what, specifically, is 
anyone's guess. That's what 
we're trying to figure out." 

Attesting to the fact that 
compost enhances divot 

Continued on page 16 
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