
Porta-pump eases manpower, back pain 
B y T E R R Y B U C H E N 

Portable pumps are widely 
used on golf courses 

throughout the land, but 
they have their limitations. 

We mounted our portable, 
three-inch "trash" pump on a 
small trailer used to transport 
mowers, sod cutters, 
rototillers, etc. Once it was 
mounted on the trailer, one 
person could hitch it up to a 
utility vehicle instead of two 
people lifting it onto and off a 
vehicle. The suction and 
discharge hoses fit easily onto 
the trailer and have quick-
connects/disconnects for easy 
operation. 

When central Ohio flooded 
last year, we had to pump parts 
of the golf course all night, and 
therefore were limited in how 
long the pump would run, 
which was usually 1-1/2 to 2 
hours on the OEM gasoline 
tank. So, we searched for a 
larger, auxiliary gas tank 
through auto-parts stores, but 
couldn't quite find one that we 
really liked. 

At an automobile racing 
supply store we finally found a 
12-gallon, hardened fiberglass, 

The portable pump assembly put together at Double Eagle Club in Galena, Ohio. 

gravity gasoline tank that was with an automotive-type 
painted red for safety. It is 
waterproof from the elements, 
with a twist-type fuel cap, and 
is properly vented with a 
quarter-inch hydraulic-type 
black hose that exits toward 
the bottom of the trailer. 

Our mechanic built the black 
support frame by welding 
together one-inch angle iron. 
The tank frame is bolted to the 
trailer in case it ever needs to 
be removed. 

The auxiliary fuel tank is 
hooked to the pump engine 

quarter-inch black rubber fuel 
line, with an automobile-type 
fuel filter and a fuel shutoff 
petcock. 

We carry a one-quart plastic 
bottle of oil to refill the engine 
if it uses even the slightest 
amount of oil. 

For safety, the linch-type pin 
on the trailer hitch is spring-
loaded as the spring hooks 
onto the bottom of the pin so it 
won't come loose during 
transport. 

Instead of using two employ-

ON M GREEN 
ees to move the pump to the 
site needing to be drained, the 
utility vehicle can easily back 
up to the water. 

The pump uses about one to 
1-1/2 gallons of fuel per hour, 
so the 12-gallon tank will run 
all night. The OEM tank is 
shut off with a petcock valve, 
but can be turned on for use 
any time simply by turning off 
the petcock valve from the 12-
gallon tank and turning on the 
OEM valve. 

A small plastic bucket with 
metal handle is also on the 
trailer to prime the pump with 
water. 

Similar applications for the 
trailer include mounting an 
electric generator or welder, 
powered with a gasoline 
engine, with the same auxiliary 
fuel tank attached. 

Penn Turf Council 
re-elects Snyder 

Samuel Snyder VII of Her-
cules Country Club in Wilm-
ington, Del., has been re-
elected p res iden t of the 
Pennsylvania Turfgrass Coun-
cil at the organization's an-
nual meeting. Michael Zed-
reck, Pittsburgh Field Club, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was re-elected 
first vice-president. Barry 
Grote, The Scotts Company-
Proturf Division, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., was re-elected second 
vice-president. 

Michael Smith, Gulph Mills 
Golf Club, King of Prussia, 
Pa., was re-elected secretary-
treasurer. John Yakubisin of 
Rolling Rock Club, Ligonier, 
Pa., serves as the past presi-
dent, and Christine King, Bel-
lefonte, Pa., is the executive 
director. 

The Pennsylvania Turf-
grass Council is a non-profit 
educational organization dedi-
cated to the improvement of 
the entire turfgrass industry. 
Its intent is to organize all 
those in turfgrass into one 
strong organization that is 
representative of the entire 
industry. 

Bentgrass 

• Grown on sand or washed 
• Penncross, Pennlinks, Crenshaw, Dominant, 

SR 1020 
• Spring 1996 inventory available for immediate 

delivery anywhere in the US and Mexico 
• Installation available 
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SOD AND STOLONS 

P.O. Box 4563, Palm Desert, CA 92261 (800) 447-1840 

Introducing the new 
thinner, sleeker Verti-Drain! 

The new model 205.150 trimmed down 
version is a beauty to behold. At only 60 inches 
working width it easily fits through gates, over 
bridges and in all sorts of tight areas, including 
your budget. Built with the same integrity 
you've come to expect from Verti-Drain. All 
this and it still goes 16 inches deep, proving 
once and for all that beauty is thin-deep. 

VERTI-DRAIN' 
Works like a pitchfork, only better. 

Emrex, Inc., Box 1349, Kingston, PA 18704 (717) 288-9360 

Pedestrian Model-
6 inches deep 




