Info highway
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Association (USGA) has joined
the world of the Internet and
Michigan State University’s
Turfgrass Information Founda-
tion (TGIF) is on the verge of
doing the same.

A GCSAA web site could
provide a nearly instant and
endless supply of information
and advice for superintendents
on everything from state and
federal regulatory issues to
academic research on turfgrass.

Web sites and on-line
technology. It's all a long way
from what Jon Scott and a few
other curious and adventurous
golf course superintendents
were doing back in the mid-
1980s with their Apple II
desktops and primitive software
programs like Visicalc.

Scott, a superintendent for 16
years at Grand Traverse Resort
in Michigan and Valhalla in
Louisville, Ky., has been
working for Jack Nicklaus’
Golden Bear International Golf
for seven years. He is currently
a consulting agronomist.

“As it is in the business
world,” said Scott, “a computer
is a necessity in managing any
small or large operation. The
cost and simplicity of the
programs are such that there
is no reason for the smallest
golf course not to have a laptop
or personal computer on the
desk.”

Scott was one of a small
group of computer-literate
superintendents in the mid-
1980s that started Turf Byte, a
superintendents computer
bulletin board that is run out of
Kansas City, Mo. That was
before pre-packaged integrated
software programs came along
like TRIMS, which handle
budgeting, inventory, work-
order production, chemical and
fertilizer record-keeping, soil-
testing data, and just about
anything else important to a
superintendent’s day-to-day
operations. TRIMS is now one
of several software programs
available for golf course
management and maintenance.

Another computer-related
tool gaining use with cutting-
edge superintendents are
satellite weather systems,
where a computer-like monitor
and a point-and-click system
that can be installed in the
superintendent’s office offers
instant access to weather
information.

“And now, of course, there’s
the Internet,” said Scott. “The
resources that are there are
just the beginning. Every
major research center or
university is going to have a
data base that you will be able
to go in and download articles
and agronomy pages.”

Scott said the brave new
world of the computer-
clicking golf course superin-
tendent could create prob-
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lems for some.

s gotess ke o poople GCS provides new ‘window’ on grounds maintenance
behind,” he said. “It already
has. I don’t know how we get BATON ROUGE, La. — Calling its GCS for sis, are customized with the course’s logo.
around this. It happens in Windows “the ultimate grounds care sys- A calendar program allows scheduling of
other industries with the tem,” InCircuit Development Corp. has important events for the staff which can be
technology today. The small- entered the world of “windows” in a big way reviewed by day, month or year. The math
timers at places where their in the golf industry. element simplifies calculation of common
clubs can’t afford to go to the GCS integrates several management areas and volumes.
seminars and conferences ... sections including chemical/fertilizer, Every conversion reference imaginable is
they’re going to have to find a personnel, financial, weather/irrigation, included in the reference section, which also
way to learn on their own, or inventory, calendar, math, vegetation library, carries a full-color reference for pH and
they’re going to get left behind references and work orders. Help buttons particle size charts.
in their careers. appear on every major screen. More information is available by contacting

“It’s not a measure of how Users can scan in photos of employees, InCircuit Development Corp., P.O. Box 80771,
good a turf manager they are. inventory items and vegetation, while printed Baton Rouge, La. 70898; 800-963-1925.
It's a measure of how good an reports, complete with graphing and analy- CIRCLE #310
administrator they are.”

You’re scheduled to put down
herbicides this afternoon...
but now there’s a thunderstorm
50 miles to the west.

What do you do?

From deciding whether or not to apply DTN Weather Center supplies all the
chemicals...to turning on the sprinklers... or even equipment you'll need... no computer
scheduling your labor, weather impacts just about is needed. And since the information is
every course decision you'll make. received through a small satellite dish

] ) — not through phone lines — you can

DTN WEATHER CENTER IS deS|gned '[O pl’O- use the system for as Iong and as

vide course managers with the time-sensitive — often as you wish!

comprehensive — weather information they need to
make the most economical and environmental
decisions.

At the touch of a finger you'll have instant
access to the most current weather maps and data
available.

DTN WEATHER CENTER provides:

B “In-motion” radar maps updated every
15 minutes...showing national down to the
county level precipitation intensity and
movement

m 300 major city forecasts with projections in
three hour increments for the next three days

®m National lightning location From “in-motion” radar

®m Over 100 full color maps in all...updating DTtlil) 33;‘:;2??::{2:; rti,C;:Ltjsl;How

continually and featuring everything from how the weather can affect
current conditions to 90 day outlooks. your operation.

9110 West Dodge Road » Omaha, Nebraska 68114

' For more information — or a 7 day free trial — please call

1-800-610-0777




DTN: 19 regional maps,
updated every 15 minutes

OMAHA, Neb. — “Providing unlim-
ited access to comprehensive, time-sen-
sitive weather information,” says Data
Transmission Network Corp. ofits DTN
Weather Center. A high-resolution color
monitor, compact satellite dish and re-
ceiver and large data-storage capability
are all supplied for a one-time $295 start-
up fee and $64 per month.

DTN Weather Center provides com-
prehensive regional and national
weather data, with more than 60 full-
color maps. Its information comes from
numerous sources, including the Na-
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tional Weather Service and “other spe-
cialized private providers,” and is up-
dated continually and automatically.

Nineteen regional radar maps indicate
county-level precipitation updated every
15 minutes. Satellite cloud maps show
cloud formations in South and North
Americaand the Atlantic Ocean. Allmaps
can be “zoomed-in” for up to 64 times
magnification for site-specific analysis.

Temperature and precipitation out-
looks for the next 24 hours are pro-
vided, along with current wind speed
and direction, temperature, humidity
and sky conditions.

For more information, contact DTN

at 800-610-0777.
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TRIMS draws from

10 years experience

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Drawing on 10 years
of advice from golf course superinten-
dents, TRIMS for Windows is a wide-
ranging software program for professional
grounds management.

TRIMS provides access to budgets and
expenses, inventory and purchasing, per-
sonnel and labor, equipment mainte-
nance, chemicals and fertilizers, fuel in-
ventory, event scheduling, weather data,
tree inventories, and other features.

While pull-down menusand toolbaricons
help simplify the program, “browse tables”
appear throughout TRIMS, allowing the

289 N. KURZENROAD

PO.BOX 504

TURF ROLLERS
1O FIT YOUR N EEDS

DALTON, OH 44618-0504

TR-224 AND TR-130
TURFROLLERS

TR-224

The TR-224 is an exceptionally
maneuverable roller, which shifts
effortlessly from forward to reverse by
pulling a single lever. Powered by a
5.5 h.p. Honda engine. 24”-wide
rounded edge rollers.

TR-130

Compact and easy to operate, the
130 roller is powered by a 5.5 h.p.
engine and features a hydrostatic trans-
mission for smooth, easy control.
30”-wide rounded edge rollers.

ST

216-828-0200 e FAX 216-828-1008
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Tee & Green & In Between

that fits your needs.

most complete product line

Whether your challenge is a dead-
line, a tee, a green, a fairway, a rough,
or a bunker surround, we have a blend

We understand the variety of
problems you face because we have
spent a great deal of time listening to
golf course superintendents. As a
result, Tee & Green Sod offers the

TEE &

GREEN SOD

—INCORPORATED —

available to the golf course industry—
even a four-foot wide washed roll!
Give us a call for information about

our selection of products, and our unique
harvesting and washing techniques.

sBentgrass

*Bluegrass

sWashed sod

*Bluegrass-Ryegrass

*Bluegrass-Fine Fescue

Bl [ 401/7898177 » 401/789-3895 (lax) » PO Box 418, Exeter,Rl 02822 | K
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user to view the contents of files or make
selections from lists of personnel, equip-
ment, inventory, etc.

The program gives an accurate picture
of costs by time period, type of work
performed, and type of asset. Hidden costs
like aging equipment needing frequent
repair can be quickly identified.

TRIMS can chart data entered manu-
ally or captured from automatic record-
ing weather stations and services — in-
cluding 13 different conditions such as
temperature, humidity, wind, precipita-
tion and solar radiation.

Contact TRIMS Software International,
Inc., 3110 North 19th Ave., Suite 190,

Phoenix, Ariz. 85015; 800-608-7467.
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GPS at the heart
of Player Systems

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. — Using Glo-
bal Positioning System and other tech-
nology, Player Systems is reporting suc-
cesswith its SkyCaddie information system
as a tool to communicate with guests, man-
age traffic and build business.

The compact, golf cart-mounted per-
sonal video monitors give guests infor-
mation a professional caddie provides.
From each position on the course, golf-
ers are offered course graphics, sug-
gested strategies, distancesto targets and
pace messages, pin placements and green
contours.

Cart traffic is monitored from the club-
house, allowing managers to take action
before delays become problems.

More information is available by con-
tacting Player Systems at 48 Baldwin St.,
Charlestown, Mass. 02129; 617-241-5253.
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Palm-sized PinPoint

shows precise position

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — Using Lo-
cal Area Position Technology, as opposed
to a Global Positioning System, PinPoint
Technologies is manufacturing a palm-
sized “position system” that helps speed
up play, telling golfers to within one yard
their distance to the cup.

The heart of the PinPoint Golf Course
Ranging System is small fixed transceivers
positioned outside the perimeter of the
course. Two small ranging devices sit in a
golf cart-mounted dispenser and can be
removed and clipped to the golfers’ belts.
When a golfer needs distance information,
he pushes a button on his unit and instantly
obtains the distance to the pin, to the face
of a hazard or other points of interest.

Contact PinPoint Technologies, Inc.,
601 North Cherry St., Suite 230, Winston-

Salem, N.C. 27101; 803-757-7795.
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Thor Guard beats ‘heat’

DETROIT — Thor Guard II Lightning
Prediction System continually monitors
and evaluates the electrostatic atmo-
sphere. On a simple screen display it
provides the specific risk of a lightning
strike in the immediate area and can sound
alarms and air horns, giving ample time
for people to take cover.

More information is available from Thor
Guard, Inc., P.O. Box 523772, Miami, FIA.
33152; 305-594-0304.
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Golflink providing

plethora of info

HERMITAGE, Tenn. — The
first complete weather, lightning
and golfinformation satellite ser-
vice when it first surfaced,
GolfLink also provides subscrib-
ers with golf industry news, up-
dates from golf associations,
playing tips from pros, rules of
the game and new product infor-
mation.

The weather and lightning in-
formation offers a dozen different
national and regional radar maps,
temperature and critical weather
maps — all updated several times
an hour. The weather element of-
fers an animated forecast map;
regional/national action Doppler
Radar from WSI; daily forecasts;
national 48-hour precipitation fore-
cast; past 24-hour precipitation re-
view; six- to 10-day forecast; and
48-hour jet stream updates.

The system is tied to Global
Atmospherics, Inc.’s Electrical
Storm Identification Device.

Contact GolfLink, 4811 Leba-
non Road, Suite 107, Hermitage,
Tenn., 37076; 800-200-3810.
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ESID offers
lightning protection

TUCSON, Ariz. — The manu-
facturer and distributor ofa com-
prehensive line of lightning de-
tection systems, Global
Atmospherics, Inc. offers golf
coursesits Electrical Storm Iden-
tification Device (ESID).

Global Atmospherics and
Course Alert, a siren system, are
providing an integrated system
for golf courses.

ESID’s 5-foot-high, solar-pow-
ered sensor and indoor display/
controller is battery-operated
and can be easily sited. As well
as cloud-to-cloud lightning, it
detects cloud-to-ground light-
ning within 30 miles and thun-
derstorms within 10 miles.

More information is available
by contacting Global Atmospher-
ics, Inc., 2705 E. Medina Road,
Suite 111, Tucson, Ariz. 85706;

800-283-4557.
CIRCLE #316

Tiny Rangefinder

uses laser tech

COSTA MESA, Calif. — A
handheld electronic distance-mea-
suring device, DME/Golf’s
Rangefinder brings laser technol-
ogy to the 400-year-old game of
golf. Instead of walking to yard-
age markers in the fairways,
golfers using Rangefinder
quickly and accurately know how
far away the pin is— whether it
be 30 or 500 yards. The DME
system sends out an invisible
beam of light to a target which is
mounted on the pin.

Contact DME/Golf, 3180
Redhill Ave., Costa Mesa, Calif.

92626; 714-432-7100.
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WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.— Ray Finch,
owner of Emerald Dunes here, is sold on
the Prolink system his upscale, daily-fee
operation recently installed.

Prolink provides golfers all the course
information they need — yardages to the
pin, bunker placements, green slopes and
pro tips on how to play individual holes.
Golfers can communicate with the club-
house if they need assistance.

The clubhouse can also communicate
with golfers, warning them to head for
cover if a thunderstorm is moving in or to
pick up their pace if they are lagging far
behind the average 4-hour-9-minute round
pace. Rangers are provided the same infor-
mation and can inform slow golfers of the
need to hurry along.

@
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Finch high on Prolink &
added income it creates

“We've cut 20 minutes off the average
round,” Finch said. “That represents a lot
more product we can market.”

Finchis equally excited about the potential
maintenance benefits. The system tracks the
usage of Emerald Dunes golf car fleet, allow-
ing Finch to rotate the machines so that all
receive equal use. A computerized course
map available on clubhouse and maintenance
center screens — or at any computer —
allows the superintendent to track golfers
and turn on sprinklers, as needed, in golfer-
free areas. Prolink is also working on a sys-
tem that would allow the superintendent to

better track pesticide applications.

The superintendent would patrol the
course in a golf car with a lap-top computer
at his side. Coming across an area of dis-
eased turf, he could circle the area on the
computer-generated image of the course
and punch in the disease. The computer
would list the chemicals available in the
storage building that would be effective
against the disease. The superintendent
would enter the chemical to be used, the
amount and time of treatment. When the
pesticide applicator returned at the appointed
time, the application equipment would not
operate until it was over the designated area
and would only deliver the amount of chemi-
cal specified by the superintendent.
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IF You CAN’'T SEE THE BENEFITS IN A CLEAR FUNGICIDE,
THEN YOU’RE NOT LOOKING HARD ENOUGH.

We'd like to make
one thing perfectly
clear: next to new
Banner®MAXX? no
other broad-spec-
trum fungicide even
compares. It's the
world's first transpar-
ent fungicide.

Simply put, Banner
MAXX is the best

tank-mix partner. It

something our fungicide doesn't. That's because

has the same proper-
ties as water. It won't
not a powder or granule. It's water-based.
clog filters and has
no odor. And unlike Even more impres- leum solvents, so
sive is the fact that  there's no potential
Banner MAXX con- for phytotoxicity. And
6 il oS e trols 18 turf diseases, it's available in closed
.Our active ingredient is less u?an'OJ
T o mmems e including dollarspot  system containers.
wettable powders,it  and summer patch. For more details,
will never settle out. It contains no petro-  call 1-800-395-TURF

Because no matter
how you look at it,

Banner MAXX isn’t
like any fungicide on

earth. But you can ‘

see that for

yourself.

MAXXimum Value

Banner® MAXX" is a registered trademark of Ciba-Geigy Corporation. Always read and follow label directions.

a
g"’%} Sponsor Environmental Steward Award. ©1996 Ciba-Geigy Corporation, Turf and Ornamental Products, Box 18300, Greensboro, NC 27419.
R
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ProShot monitors, speeds
play, increases income

By DONNA LEA HAWLEY

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — “We have three
big issues,” says Mike Moran, head golf
professional at Haile Plantation Golf and
Country Club here. “Providing amenities
to our members, speeding up play, and
monitoring where our carts are. Installing
the ProShot system helps us with all three.”

The ProShot system was installed at Haile
Plantation in late 1995 and it was one of the
first of 100 Club Corp. of America courses
scheduled for this program. Installation
included a survey of the golf course that
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mapped each fairway, green, bunker, and
other major features, installation of a small
satellite dish on the clubhouse, a computer
in the pro shop, and a small antenna and
display unit on each golf car.

ProShot was installed as an amenity for
members at Haile. “We aren’t concerned
aboutrecovering the cost from our members
and haven't increased fees,” Moran said. “I
thinkifa course needed to recover the cost of
installation, players would pay an additional
dollar for green fees to play with it.”

Moran finds that ProShot helps speed up
plays. Before the system was installed, play-
ers used time to look for yardage markers on
the sprinkler system; now they get an exact
readout in the cart. Players no longer have to
pace off a distance or take time guessing. If

each player saves only five seconds per shota
foursome can save 30 minutes in playing time.

The club can also monitor slow play using
ProShot. The computer monitor in the pro
shop provides a number of displays including
a map of the whole course showing the loca-
tion of all the carts. “If we see a group of carts
on the 6th hole, for example,” said Moran, “we
can callarangerand ask him to go clear up the
problem. We can also send a message that
will appear only on one cart’s display asking
them to pick up their speed of play.”

The club can also use the system to moni-
tor its carts. If one goes into a restricted
area, , a club employee can send a message
to that cart to remind the player to stay on

the cart path.
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: HAS BEEN SIGHTED AT GOLF COURSES

North Haledon, NJ 07508
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Small office,
tall order

Continued from page 38

When you bring your com-
puter home, and its attachment,
printer, modem, you need to plug
itin. (Make sure you purchase a
computer with an internal mo-
dem; it avoids needing its own
outlet.) First buy a quality surge
protector, not an outlet strip. Esti-
mated cost: $25. This will protect
your computer equipment.

Also, check with your electri-
cian to see if you can have a
dedicated circuit breaker for all
your computer equipment.
There’s nothing like having your
arc welder on line with your of-
fice equipment.

* Modem/Fax: Most comput-
ers now have an internal fax/
modem (cost: $150). You can
send and receive faxes and log
on with the modem to Turfbyte,
Turftalk, Metbyte, TGIF, or even
surf the Net. The nice feature
abouta computer fax and its soft-
ware is multiple-faxing. Let’s say
you have created.a report for the
green committee. You want to fax
it out to all eight members. With
the software, you need only click
the green commiittee directory and
all members are sent the fax.

I generally use my computer
fax for just that case. I feel the
need to keep a conventional fax
for so many “as is” documents
that I need to fax.

* Printer/fax copier: Devices
that so often were only at the
clubhouse now should be in
everyone’s office because of new
technology. Thanks to Hewlett
Packard, one machine does it
all. I own the Hewlett Packard
“OfficeJet” ($599). It faxes, prints
and makes copies. New versions
can also scan. I'd recommend this
machine for everyone because of
its versatility and high quality.

e Switching device: With lim-
ited outlets, it’s necessary to
purchase a surge protector, pro-
tecting circuit breakers, and us-
ing outlet strips. Don’t overload.
What do you do with a phone
line that needs to dial, fax or
modem? I use a switching de-
vice from Comshare ($175). Your
main phone line hooks into the
device. Then the switching de-
vice determines — through the
sending tone or lack of a sending
tone — if an incoming call is a
phone call, a fax or amodem want-
ing to access your computer. Buy
the best switching device. I've
been burned buying the $49 box
which claimed it could doitall, yet
did a “Patty Melt” on my desk on
its first phone call.

As with purchasing any piece
of equipment, determine your
needs. There’s a great deal out
there that you can overpay for
that won’t meet your desires.
Develop arelationship with your
local computer store and use
them as a resource. It took us
awhile to figure out what to pur-
chase and how to use it all. We
now run two computers, a
printer, two faxes, amodem, and
a local computer bulletin board
out of a small two-outlet office.
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