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By HAL PHILLIPS

PINEHURST, N.C. —
The strength and breadth
of relationships forged last
year at Pebble Beach will
be tested this month when
representatives of the golf
course industry and envi-
ronmental movement meet
here at the second Golfand

movement is well repre-
sented here. The GCSAA
has come a long way in try-
ing to understand both
sides of this debate and is to
be commended for that.”
In terms of PR, has golf
turned a corner?
“Absolutely,” said Shar-

over the past 12 months by
representatives of the golf
course industry working
with environmental activ-
ists. The principles are de-
signed to guide — not nec-
essarily regulate — golf
course siting, development
and maintenance practices.

“It’s important to re-
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municipalities
ByJ.BARRY MOTHES

WYANDOTTE, Mich. —
An economic development
tool traditionally used by
cities to build downtown
parking garages and revi-
talize neglected neighbor-

— mergers and buyouts galore.........ccccoeieniieenenns 59 the Environment Summit, member, these principles
March 10-12. have been put together by WHERE EARTH & SKY COLLIDE
N Thisyear’'sattendeeswill a consortium of people of A dramatic backdrop is only half the story at Scott Miller's
g review and, ideally, ap- bothsides,” explained Ted Eagle Mountain Golf Club in Scotisdale, Ariz. Eagle
C ] - : F oo B - Mountain is one of two daily-fee, Miller-designed tracks to
g prove asetof “environmen- Horton, vice president of A ; s : '
£ £¥y = open this year in the Phoenix area. For stories, see page 43.
E tal principles” formulated Continued on page 35
- |f @ GCSAA debate g
o I ) 5
a turning point?
By PETER BLAIS
ORLANDO — Golf made
real progress in its ongoing
confrontation with the envi-
ronmental movement by
providing opponents a pub-
lic forum here during a de-
bate led by Harvard law pro-
BUILDERS HONOR CORNISH fessor Arthur Miller at the
Architect Geoffrey Cornish accepts the Don Rossi Award recent International Confer-
from outgoing GCBAA President Jim Kirchdorfer in ence and Show.
Orlando. For story, see page 33. “I attended a [GCSAA]
panel discussion at last
? d
SQURS E MAINTE N ANCE t,he:rre iv:s(:lr’ltf:rs(ie:clz e::::,i_ Arthur Miller leads the roundtable discussion on environmental matters during the GCSAA show in
Beat the Tax Man with savvy wnt-e-offs """""""" 15 3 g ~ Orlando. Architect Michael Hurdan (left) and superintendent Tim Hiers were among the panelists.
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North Carolina Coastal Fed- TIFS may h°| d Conv|nced 'hat
COURSE DEVELOPMENT eration. “Itwas asimple case . : :
Q&A with architect Lindsay Ervin ..o 43 of preaching to the choir. $ promise for blgger IS beﬂ'er ’
0ld Tom Morris winner busy in the desert.......... 50 But the environmental

NGP acquires GEl

By PETER BLAIS

DALLAS — National Golf
Properties’ (NGP) proposed pur-
chase of Golf Enterprises Inc.
(GEI), one of the country’s largest course manage-
ment companies, is the latest example of the merg-
ers/buyout mania rocking the golf business.

NGP’s David Price

Federal, state EPAs sign off on products.............. 65 on Newsome of the Na- hoods was used by city of- “This is the best route for us to ensure optimum
What's new in the marketplace? ...........ccceeevvunee 66 Continued on page 68 ficials here to help build a shareholder value,” NGP’s Chief Financial Officer
championship-caliber, ur- John Berndsen said of the $58 million would-be deal.
ban 9-hole golf course and “We're part of the ongoing consolidation occurring in
riverfront park. the industry.”
The tool is known as tax GEl owns, leases or contracts to manage 43 courses
increment financing, TIF in 17 states. The agreement calls for GEI to sell its 20
for short, and it may hold owned golf properties to NGP — a real-estate invest-
some promise as a mecha- ment trust established by the founders of American
nism for cities aiming to Golf Corp. (AGC) — and merge immediately thereaf-
build courses within de- ter with a newly formed AGC subsidiary. That subsid-
fined development dis- iary, which will retain the Golf Enterprises name, will
NEWSPAPER Continued on page 34 Continued on page 58



TIF financing

Continued from page 1

tricts. Through TIF, cities working with
developers can use increased property
tax revenues in a defined district to pay
for improvements within that area.

Wyandotte isn’t the only place TIFs are
being employed. In Faribault, Minn. — a
45-minute commute from Minneapolis/
St. Paul — city officials and developers
are planning on $700,000 in tax increment
financing to help construct a new 18-hole
golf course and housing for the proposed
Legacy Links project on land at the
Shattuck-St. Mary’s School.

TIF is initiated by a city through sev-
eral steps, although laws and regulations
vary greatly from state to state and change
frequently. Usually the process starts when
the city specifies an area or district of land
for renewal and redevelopment. The city
then establishes an overseeing “authority”
for that land, creates a development strat-
egy, and develops a financing plan.

Under TIF, tax values on the desig-
nated land are frozen. As that parcel or
district is then improved and developed
—and the tax values rise —any increased
tax revenues above the frozen valuations
are then returned to the city and/or the
developer, according to previously agreed
upon proportions in the financing plan.
The city or the developer can then put
those increased tax revenues to various
uses including, in some states, the devel-
opment of other projects for public ben-
efit — like golf courses.

The recently-opened 9-hole Wyandotte
Shores Golf Club here, just south of down-
town Detroit , is one of the first TIF-
financed golf courses in Michigan. The
3,200-yard, par-36 golf course and adja-
cent 25-acre riverfront park were built on
a 100-year-old industrial site on the banks
of the Detroit River. The site, formerly
known as South Works, had most recently
been a chemical manufacturing plant for
the BASF Corp. The Wyandotte Shores
course and park are considered a shining
example of urban redevelopment and a
model for city planners across the country.

“It’s not really a new idea,” said Peter
Mclnerney, director of community devel-
opment for the city of Wyandotte (pop.
31,000) and a key figure in the develop-
ment of Wyandotte Shores. “It’s been
around going back to the 1950s in certain
parts of the country. It first came to Michi-
gan in the mid-1970s and became a clas-
sic way to finance a downtown parking
structure and spur development.”

Mclnerney estimated the city of Wyan-
dotte was able to recapture approximately
$5.2 million through tax increment financ-
ing, money that was used to build the golf
course. The golf course and riverfront
park project — which began construction
in 1993 and officially opened last fall —
also received a $2 million contribution
from BASF Corp. and approximately $1.5
million in state grants from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources.

The potential for a city to use TIF, to
finance something like a new golf course
construction project, depends on state
laws which vary significantly, according
to Dave Wilcox of Economics Research
Associates in Los Angeles.

Wilcox said TIF has been a boon for
urban redevelopment and infrastructure
improvements in the past two decades,
especially since federal grant money has
diminished. But Wilcox said TIF was not
developed with golf courses in mind. He
wondered whether the large amount of
land required for a golf course even made
it economically attractive for TIF when
compared with the higher tax value of
office buildings, for example.
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STEADFAST BRIDGES

“CROSSING THE NATION WITH
BRIDGES YOU CAN DEPEND ON”

ENGINEERED AND FABRICATED TO
FIT YOUR GOLF COURSE NEEDS,
FROM THE CONNECTOR (PICTURED)
TO THE ORENTAL “EDO"™ SERIES.
PEDESTRIAN, GOLF CART AND
VEHICULAR BRIDGES. SINGLE
SPANS TO 200 FEET AVAILABLE,

CaLL TopAY FOR FREE BROCHURES

1-800-749-7515 LACASTER Country CLUB, LANCASTER, PA
CIRCLE #170
Hovering Trimmers
GCT12, GCT15 and GCT21
Lightweight, Powerful engine
Starting at Fast and easy to use
Assembled in the USA
$369.95 Multidirectional cutting
Adjustable
A
N&,‘,N & Cutting Heights
1996 (From 3/4" to 2") . :
[PRECISION)' B L
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CIRCLE #172

Timber...

v/ Bridges

v Walls

vI Boardwalks
I Shelters

Custom Build On-Site
Nationwide Construction
Environmental Experience

3 Year Written Warranty

800-226-4178

BRIDGE CONCEPTS

—_ e e —— — — ——

The Professional Bridge Company

CIRCLE #173

A TRIMS for Windows A

The Building Blocks of Grounds Management Software

TRIMS for Windows Features:
Budgets & Expenses Tracking
Inventory, PO's & Fuel Reporting
Personnel & Labor Activity
Equipment Maint. & WO's
Chemical & Fertilizer Records

e Event Scheduling

e TRIMS DrawView for site plans

o Weather Station Communication
e On-Line Reference Manual
L
L
L

Muiti-Tasking
Muiti-User (2 Station) Capability
On-Screen Report Preview
@ Call for your FREE Demo Disk
(800) 608 - 7467
(602) 277 - 0067

e Runs on Windows 3.1 or 95

TRIMS Software International
3110 N. 18th Ave., Suite 180
Phoenix, AZ 85015

CIRCLE #175
Quality with a Twist
A twist of our easy off _4# p———,
lid gives you quick
access to Pinhigh’s

quality reel sharp-
ening compound.

e

pinfiigh

kCall 1 (800) 422-4748

CIRCLE #177

T EVER Z-52 ZOYSIA

« EL TORO ZOYSIA

« TALL FESCUE

« TIFWAY |1

«TIFTON 419 1-800-

« TIFDWARF 666-0007

CIRCLE #171

LIST RENTAL
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...offers you the opportunity to reach the
decision makers at thousands of
golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list.

Call Diana Costello-Lee for details

207-846-0600

HARCO DUCTILE IRON £

FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" repair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335

Lynchburg, Va 24506 _\\ b
\_ 804-845-7034  Fax 8458562 5
CIRCLE #174

ACCU-GAGE®

Accu-gage® is a precision
measuring instrument for
making highly accurate
height-of-cut adjustments on
greensmowers or other
precision mowers.

GROOMER-GAGE®

Groomer-gage® is a pre-
cision measuring instrument
for accurately setting the

desired grooming depth of
groomer or verticutter units.

Available in 15",
18" and 24" bars.

___1-800-253-2112 or 313- 1 FAX: 313+ AT,
U OOL PROD 0. 7836 Bethe R e 8
CIRCLE #176

BRIDGE
MANUFACTURING CO.

Golf Course Bridges
are our specialty! We
fabricate easy-to-install,
pre-engineered spans

9 and deliver them
anywhere in the USA.
Call today for a free
consultation.

Our classic design, with a look that stands the test of time.

800/ 548'0054 (Outside CA)

12001 SHOEMAKER AVENUE, SANTE FE SPRINGS, CA 90670
310/944-0701 « FAX 310/944-4025

CIRCLE #178
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