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Hal Phillips, 
editor 

Of specs, crumbs 
& broken pottery 
When it comes to green construction 

specifications, there isn't much 
common ground out there: 70:30, 

85:15, tiles or no tiles... 
While the U.S. Golf Association openly 

admits its current specs should be considered a work in 
progress, critics continue to unfairly blast the Gang from Far 
Hills at every turn. The vitriol is distasteful and, for that 
matter, unprofessional. But the prospect of failed greens 
seems to prompt an unmatched level of tension in the golf 
course industry. 

However, there is one thing everyone can agree on: The 
quality of sand is integral to the sound construction and 
lasting success of putting surfaces. In Orlando, at the recent 
International Golf Course Conference and Show, I informally 
polled soil mixers and course construction folks on whether 
the sand specified was always the sand received. The consen-
sus? About 25 percent of the time, sand received at the 
construction site is not the sand specified, and the Phoenix 
area was singled out as a real problem area. 

Responsible mixers routinely send sand to labs for testing, 
but poor-quality sand is a variable the industry must demystify 
before we can argue about proper specs. 

• • • 

On the architectural front, Rodney Wright has amicably left 
partners Robin Nelson and Neil Haworth to start his own 
design firm. The remaining two components will continue 
their collaboration with offices in Hawaii and Singapore. 
Wright will also set up shop in Singapore. Having established 
itself in Asia-Pacific, the new firm of Nelson Haworth is 
beginning to look East, to America... The American Society of 
Golf Course Architects (ASGCA) session in Orlando was well 
attended and extremely informative, especially a panel 
discussion featuring Rees Jones, Bobby Jones (yes, they sat 
next to each other and chatted amiably throughout), Art Hills, 
Ed Seay, Alice Dye and Pete Dye. At one stage, moderator and 
ASGCA president Jeffrey Brauer asked the panelists who 
recommends green construction to USGA specs. Everyone 
raised their hands but Pete Dye, who extolled the virtues of 
sand, dirt and broken pieces of pottery. Then Seay chimed in, 
saying he's had great success with soil amendments like 
Profile, which is "basically broken up pieces of pottery." 

• • • 

During the USGA session in Orlando, I was interested to 
see Green Section agronomist Chris Hartwigger heap praise 
on the practice of top dressing with crumb rubber. A few 
months back, our front-page story on crumb rubber was met 
with yawns and skepticism. But according to Hartwigger, 
superintendent Mark Hoban has been using the stuff with 
success at the Standard Club in Duluth, Ga. Because of its 
lower density, crumb rubber does not move down through the 
soil profile like sand does. Hoban has discovered that light, 
frequent applications curb turf abrasion and compaction in 
high-traffic areas. Unexpectedly, they also make for better 
green-up come spring. Hoban even top dresses portions of his 
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Mark Leslie, 
managing editor 

What might the future bring? 
never think of the future. It comes soon enough," said 
Albert Einstein. 
"My interest is in the future because I am going to 

spend the rest of my life there," said Charles Kettering, an early-
1900s electrical engineer and inventor. 

Whatever your thoughts of the future, it will come. And folks 
in the golf industry may be surprised by some of the advances it 
brings with it. 

Two very interesting comments were made at the International 
Golf Course Conference and Show, both pertaining to the future. 

Golf course architect and Old Tom Morris Award-winner Tom 
Fazio said that instead of improvements in golf balls, clubs and 
other equipment, he firmly believes the 
greatest changes ahead will be better playing 
surfaces (a thanks in advance here to the 
plant breeders of the world). 

Meanwhile, one of my favorite superinten-
dents — Chief Agronomic Officer Kevin Ross 
of Country Club of the Rockies — put 
equipment advances in perspective. "We're 
setting our irrigation systems with computers 
now — and from hand-held radios at that," he 
said. "I don't think a remote-control sprayer is 
too far away, where you could follow it along controlling it with a 
joy stick... Laser technology has also come a long ways. They 
may someday invent a laser-controlled mower." 

Satellites once reserved for the world's governments are now 
beaming information down to golf course superintendents and 
managers to help with such chores as disease scouting golf car 
monitoring. Computers once reserved for the "business world" 
are now the nerve centers of golf maintenance facilities. When 
will this all stop — and what are its effects on superintendents? 

"The kids in college now are way ahead of superintendents in 
the field on computers," Ross said. 'They have massive amounts 
of computer experience because they learned it in high school. 
These folks have had computers since they were 14, 15 years old. 
It will give them a big, big benefit in this field in the future. I've 
taken night courses on the computer. You have to keep up." 

On the other hand, what about golf course design — where 
only a handful of architects use computer software in their work 
and where some consider even the idea a pox on the House of 
Ross? 

A panel of American Society of Golf Course Architects mem-
bers — Pete and Alice Dye, Robert Trent Jones Jr., Rees Jones, 
Ed Seay, Jeff Brauer and Art Hills — unanimously said advances 
in equipment have helped course design. 

"You can do 'minimalism' when you have a maximum site. But 
you can't when you have a minimal site," Bob Jones said. 

"Donald Ross doesn't have an original golf course and neither 
will we in 50 years. So, [to the audience] have at it [in renova-
tions]," said Pete Dye. 

The panel also had some interesting comments on entering the 
21st century: 

• "More and more different people will be playing and we will 
adapt our golf courses for them... We will use less water and have 
a new word for 'pesticides.' " — Alice Dye. 

• "We will build seven-, 11-, 12- and 14-hole golf courses — 
Continued on page 13 

Letters 
HOVER MOWER 

MANUFACTURER RESPONDS 

To the editor: 
In an article you authored in 

the February issue of Golf Course 
News entitled "Hover-mower 
manufacturer recapitalizes" (p. 
87), we found some inaccurate 
statements; we feel they need to 
be corrected. 

Flymo is referred to as a "Brit-
ish company with U.S. distribu-
tion" while Grasscraft is said to 
be manufactured "domestically." 
Precision Small Engine Co., in 
Pompano Beach, Fla., has been 
selling direct to the public in all 
of North America, the Caribbean 
and the West Indies for more 
than 17 years. Flymo units have 
been manufactured by Precision 
in our Pompano Beach, Fla. fa-
cilities for over 5 years. Not only 
are Flymo hovering trimmers 
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made and sold here but they are 
also tested on Florida's year-
round golf courses. 

You quoted Steven Searle of 
Grasscraft as saying that, due to 
their domestic manufacturing, 
"we can offer lower pricing and 
better service." Precision guar-
antees the lowest prices in the 
industry, starting as low as $369.95 
for the Flymo GCT12. And 
Grasscraft didn't answer their toll-
free number you printed at the 
end of the article, even though we 
repeatedly tried to call and get 
some of their "lower prices" and 
"better service." 

David Rodway, Grasscraft's 
vice president of sales, is also 
quoted in the article. He claims 
the 2-cycle engine "bogs a little 
bit and you may have to pull off' 
when you attempt to mow "heavy 

Continued on page 12 

MISSING GEESE 
HAVE BEEN LOCATED! 

To the editor: 
Re: "Canada geese count 

is down" (Golf Course 
News, February 1996) 

Don't worry. ALL the 
missing Canadian geese 
plus their offspring are here 
in Connecticut. Please re-
instate the hunting season. 

Bob Chalifour, CGCS 
Shennecossett GC 

Groton, Conn. 
Ed. —Phew! Closing goose 
season in the Atlantic fly-
way must have done the 
trick. Now those state fish 
and wildlife officials can 
rest easier... As for you, Mr. 
Chalifour, have you consid-
ered a border collie? 

Contributing Editor Terry 
Buchen filed the following report, 
which updates a story that ap-
peared in the April 1995 edition 
of Golf Course News: 

To the editor: 
The back nine of The Links of 

North Dakota at Red Mike Re-
sort in Williston, N.D., opened 
for play on July 4, 1995, with 
8,000 rounds being played last 
year. "We need about 11,000 
rounds per year to break even, 
so this year is looking good for 
us," stated Stan Weeks, superin-
tendent and part owner. 

In keeping with the theme of 
Red Mike Hill, where a horse thief 
was hung back in the late 1800s, 
the course has red golf carts, red 
golf tees, red golf pencils and red-
colored letters on its billboard 

Continued on page 12 

GOLF COURSE 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

Publisher 
Charles E. von Brecht 

Editorial Director 
Brook Taliaferro 

Editor 
Hal Phillips 

Managing Editor 
Mark A. Leslie 

Associate Editor 
Peter Blais 

Editorial Assistant 
J. Barry Mothes 

Contributing Editors 
Terry Buchen, CGCS, MG 
Vern Putney 

Editorial Advisory Board 
Raymond Davies, CGCS 

Merced Golf & Country Club 
Kevin Downing, CGCS 

Willoughby Golf Club 
Tim Hiers, CGCS 

Collier's Reserve 
Dr. Michael Hurdzan 

Hurdzan Design Group 
Mary P. Knaggs, CGCS 

Hazeltine National Golf Club 
James McLoughlin 

The McLoughlin Group 
Kevin Ross, CGCS 

Country Club of the Rockies 
Brent Wadsworth 

Wadsworth Construction 

Production Manager 
Joline V. Gilman 

Circulation Manager 
Brenda Boothby 

Editorial Office 
Golf Course News 
Box 997, 38 Lafayette Street 
Yarmouth, ME 04096 
207-846-0600; Fax: 207-846-0657 
hphillip@gcn.biddeford.com 

Advertising Office 
National Sales: 
Charles E. von Brecht 
Box 997, 38 Lafayette Street 
Yarmouth, ME 04096 
207-846-0600; Fax: 207-846-0657 

Western Sales: 
Robert Sanner 
Western Territory Manager 
2141 Vermont 
Lawrence, KS 66046 
913-842-3969; fax: 913-842-4304 

Marketplace Sales: 
Diana Costello-Lee 
207-846-0600; fax: 207-846-0657 

Golf Course Expo Sales 
Douglas Oakford 
207-846-0600; fax: 207-846-0657 

Subscription Information 
Golf Course News 
P.O. Box 3047 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
215-788-7112 

United Publications, Inc. 
Publishers of specialized bus-
iness and consumer magazines. 
Chairman 
Theodore E. Gordon 
President 
J.G. Taliaferro, Jr. 

NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION 

CHARTER 
MEMBER 

WBPA 
• INTERNATIONAL® 

Copyright © 1996 by United 
Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved and reproduction, in 
whole or in part, without written 
permission from the publisher is 
expressly prohibited. 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 

mailto:hphillip@gcn.biddeford.com


Leslie comment 
Continued from page 10 
good, strong, sound design for 
the number of holes the land 
will allow. Even now, we're 
building two six-hole loops." — 
Seay. ("And the word is 
'medicine' not pesticide.") 

• 'The flight of the ball will be 
more limited [because of envi-
ronmental areas]. New grasses 
will require less water, mowing 
and chemicals." — Hills. 

• "We're building more on 
high ground now and thus you're 
seeing more old-style golf 
courses with multiple shot op-

tions... Ten- and 80-year-olds can 
play together." — Rees Jones. 

• "Some interesting things are 
happening that can be paradigms 
of the golf course industry. 
[Disney's Florida town of] Cel-
ebration and its golf course are a 
throwback; Disney recognizes 
that golf should be a family 
game... Tees are very far for-
ward — even at the turn on 
doglegs." — Bob Jones. • • • 

For all those superintendents 
who turned a trip to Orlando into 
a business-holiday excursion: A 
vacation is that brief period of 
time between trying to get ahead 

C O M M E N T A R Y 
so you can leave and trying to 
catch up when you get back. • • • 

Robert Muir Graves, long-time 
friend of Geoffrey Cornish, had 
this to say at a Golf Course Build-
ers Association of America ban-
quet honoring his pal as the 
Donald A. Rossi Humanitarian 
Award winner: "I look at Geoff as 
a very masculine male Mary 
Poppins, who comes flying out 
of the sky (on an airplane not an 
umbrella), lands, takes over, 
solves the problem, makes ev-
erybody happy, gets back on his 
umbrella (airplane), and off he 
goes." 

• • • 

I recall my dad, an insurance 
agent, saying I need not worry 
about putting my money into in-
surance because "the only way 
to lose it is if the U.S. govern-
ment fails." Should we now be 
concerned? 

When asked if his client, West 
Point Military Academy, paid 
him for his services, golf course 
designer Lindsay Ervin {see story, 
page 43) said: "They paid, but it 
took awhile. I did a course for 
New York City and it took them 
a year to pay me $1,000 for a 
change order. That's typical with 
bureaucracies." 

We call it commitment. Others call it obsession. Whatever name you give it, we are talking about fulfilling a promise. We 
promise to provide you with equipment to meet your demands; with service organized around a global network of dealers 
for quick response; and with products designed to help you fit 15 hours of work into 8. Every product in our full lineup is a 
manifestation of our promise: the world famous Turf-Truckster®, ultraprecise greens mowers, productive 
fairway mowers, the industry's highest quality aerators and dozens of versatile attachments. 

Ransomes, Cushman and Ryan equipment will produce results you can measure if perfection is your 
standard. For a free demo, call 1-800-228-4444. 

RANSOMES 
^ CUSHMAN 

RYAN 
CIRCLE # 108 For The Best Results 

Phillips comment 
Continued from page 10 
sod farm to replace 
injured turf. The cost? 
About $270 per 1,000 
square feet, according to 
Hartwigger, who warned 
not to apply more than a 
quarter-inch at one time. 

• • • 

Dr. David Paling, an 
expert in risk analysis, 
also spoke as part of the 
USGA session in Orlando. 
Paling suggested that 
GCSAA conduct spot 
checks of maintenance 
facilities, reporting the 
results each year at the 
annual conference and 
show. Only this, he 
explained, will communi-
cate and quantify superin-
tendents' commitment to 
safety. Hear, hear! That's 
a great idea. 

A proper Brit with 
more than his share of 
wit, Paling closed his 
presentation with a 
beauty: "If you've enjoyed 
my talk," he said, "you've 
made me very happy 
indeed. If you haven't 
enjoyed my talk, my 
name is Margaret 
Thatcher." 

• • • 

Just in case you 
thought the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) unfairly singles out 
"our" side of the golf 
industry, I offer the 
following: 

EPA has apparently 
signed separate settle-
ment agreements with 
seven major golf club 
manufacturers to "cor-
rect" improper notifica-
tion of the public where 
ozone-depleting chemi-
cals are used in their 
manufacturing processes. 
According to EPA, the 
companies agreed to pay 
a total of $216,300 in 
penalties and to come 
into compliance with 
federal regulations 
designed to protect the 
stratospheric ozone layer. 

The seven California 
golf club manufacturers, 
which each settled 
separately: Cobra Golf 
Inc., Carlsbad ($42,000); 
Cubic Balance Golf 
Technology, Rancho 
Santa Margarita 
($28,000); Daiwa Corpo-
ration Golf Division, 
Garden Grove ($28,000); 
Fila Golf Inc., Huntington 
Beach ($28,000); 
Founders Golf Club Co., 
San Marcos ($22,400); 
Lynx Gold, City of 
Industry ($42,000); and, 
Mitsushiba International, 
Orange ($25,900). 

Gives a whole new 
meaning to "getting the 
shaft," wouldn't you say? 
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